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QFFICE ESTABLISHED

n May 30, 1946 at a mesting of the Joint Conferenoc Committee on Publio Relations
representing Narthern, Southern end the two Rational Negro Baptiet Conventions 1t was
voted to sstablish an Executive office in Washington with a paid director in oharge.
This aotion wae fully authorized by the cooperating Gouventione, and was in fulfilment
of & long cherished expectation. }

J. M, Lawaon, pastor of the Firet Baptiet Church, Waco, Texas and Acting Preesident
of the Southerm Baptist Exeoutive Committeq, was elected to fill the newly-oreated posi-
tion. After due comsideratiom he accepted, and hie work began August 1, 1946, although
he did not open the office until September 1.

Throughout Auguet Dr. Daweon was medting engagements about the country, notably at
the Virginia Beptist Assembly at Mamsanetta Springs, at the Southern Baptist Aeeembly
at Ridgecrest, N. C., and with the Firpt Baptist Church in Washington, D. C. DIuring
the month he was fortunate to find a place to live, at 2904 P Street, K. W. Coinoi-
dentally he obtained rooms for the office at Baptiaet Headquarters, T15 Bighth Street,
N. W. Arrangementa also were made for securing & competent office secratary. Thue oo
September 1 the work was mtarted cn & secale in a memsure commensurate with the servicea

to be rendered.
- - .

WHAT IS ENVISIONED .

The full scopse of activities of the office has doubtless not yet ween fully deter-
mined. It will be discerned with developing ineighte and in the light of actual experi-
enoe. The existing sub-committeea have definite duties meaigned to them es followe:

"1. The Exeoutive Commitiee.

“Thia Cormittee ehall include the officere of the Joint Conrerence Committee
and the chalrmen of other regular committees; shall act upon all matters requirinq at-~
tentlon between the seseions of the Joint Conference Committee and ehall advise the
Executive Director on policies and prccedurss.

"2, The Finance Committee,

“This Committee shall prepare an annual budget, pass upon expenditures and
present to the Joint Conference Commltteo a statement of financiel neede to be brought
to the attentiom of the eupporting conventions,
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"3, The Committeo gn Beliglous Liberty.

"Thie Commt ttee shall co-operate and advise with the Pxeoutive Direotor am
all metters that involve the preservation of religious freedom within our own oocuntry
and in 1te extension throughout the world.

"4, The Coymittee an Domestio Situations.,

*“Phis Committee shall asaiet the Executive Director in the presentation of
the Baptist point of view whemever our principles are endangered by proposed leglsla-
tion, either state or national, and to join in a proteet to the proper authorities
vhenever Baptist prinoiples are heing violated by either mnjoipal, state, or natiomnal

goveruments.
5, The Committee on World Iesues.

. 9
“phia Committee shall eesk the fullest information upon world situations that
have bearing upon the exteneion of evangelical Christianity, and in asgociation with
the Executive Lirector shall sesk to ocorrelate the eotivitles of other religious, fra-
ternal and civic organizetions and agencies ineofar as theee activities ocoincide with
the efforte of the Joint Zonference Committee on Pudblic Relatione,

"6, The Committee op Nationwide Beptiet Co-operation.

“Thie Committee ahkall assist the Executive Direstor in gaining the effective
support of all tho agencies of the supporting camventione and in the winning of the co-
operation of all Baptist bodies not at present repreaented in the Joint Canference
Committee on Public Relatlans.

“The facilities of the office of the Executive Director shall bs made avajil-
able for the chairmen of the above-named oommittees."

Comprehenaive as the above may eeem it doee not indiocate completely how the Execu-
tive Secretary will carry on. Whatever policies may be edopted by the Committee as a
whole, or maybs attempted by the Executive Secretary himself, it appeare that he will
be performingthe followlng dutles:

1. The Executive Secretary, or Director as the Joint Conference Committee
may choope to ¢aell him, will give diligent attenticn to the duties outlined in Secticns
3, 4, 5 and 6 with respect to the work of the Public Relations sub -committees

2, BHe will place himeelf at the service of all boarde and agencies of eleven
*millicn Baptiets in our four groups, who in the legitimate performance of their duties
in connection with the vaet minlistries of the denomination mmet have frequent confer-
encee with different departments of the government. This will eave theee agents of the
denomination great sume of money, exhaueting tripe and much anxiety. A common office
in Washington while acquiring acqualntance and experience in regard to theee contacte
may thus serve,ies mnst desirable, if not 1mp1rat1va.

3. He will, 1f within his power and falling within the province of moral
and rellgious welfare work, render service to individual Baptists, who may need to con-
tact the government,

4, “He will conduct research into all public questions with which our depnoml-
nation is directly concerned and make suitable report of his findinge. In thie con-




-5_

|

nection, 1t ie appropriate to mentiomn the sending forth of an informing publioation at
intervale to all Paptiet editors, Executives and others to wham 1t ehould go.

g [
%, Be will preparé releasss to secular nevspapers and news ageacies of such ,!
acticne on the part of this Committee oxr of ocooperating Baptist bodies es in his Judg-
ment ‘will advance the objectives whioh they seeik, !

6., He will attend such conventions of cur people, especially gonoral--
Northern, Southwide or Netionali-as will snable him to inform our people on matters re- :
lated to government about which they are ccnoerned. |

T. He will work on high levels vith other religious and civio groups, with-
out commitments to arganic union or impingement of Baptiet principles but vhen there is
a common interest and the desirability of common sctiom. In such cooperatian Bishop
Oxnem, president of the Federal Council of Churches and Dr, Loule D, Newtou, president
of the Southern Baptist Convention soms time ego wers adble to modilize United Protestent
sentiment in regard to Myron C. Taylor rerresenting the United States at the Vaticen
and to seoure a promise from Preaident Trumen that as soon as the peace is proclatmed
Taylor would be removed.

8. He will cooperate with the Baptist World Alliance in matters agreed upon
and promote the Baptist prinoiplea and intereste insofar as the Baptiete of the United
States bave relatiane with the Baptiets of other nations, The Executive Secretary will
attend the Baptist World Congrees in Copenhagen next July, and has been lnvited to ad-
drese the Congress cn the subjest of the United Netioms. )

9. He will serve as a representative of the Baptiste on any govermment com-
mieeion, without pay from the government, where he oan do so consistently with the Bep-
tiet principles and policies, In line with this purpose, he has acoepted appointmeat
by Secretery Forreatal of the United Statee Navy cn the Nevy's Civilian Advisory Com-
miseion, in compeny with many dietinguished people of the Nation, and with conelderable
outlay of time, in order to render any lumble contribution in the vay of morals and wel-
fare, end in the education of reserves and preparatian of men for return to oivilian
life. .
, _ S

Any eummary of this 11at of aervices to be rendered will doubtleee imprees every-
one with the extent of them and the necessity for esn adequate equipment in office for i
rendering them, Ours 1s a very modest budget, quite small in compariscn vith others, ‘
but presumably, it 1e our hope, that upcn a convincing demonstration of the value of !
these servicea the cooperating agenclee will provide sufficient money to perform them. \

» » * \ 11

Peracnnel of The Committee <

The Joint Conference Committee cn Public Relatione 1s made up of members appointed
by the cooperating Coenventions. It 1s %o be regretted that the new membders of the two
Negro Conventions have not been received in time for publications., The President of the
National Baptist Convention, Inc. ia Dr. D. V. Jemison, Selma, Ala,, who 1o a recent ',
letter amspures cordiel support, The President of the National Baptiat Convention ia ‘
Dr. G. L, Prince, Galveston, Texas who has received assurance of ocur appreciatjion in
respect to the eympathetic cooperation of his oonstituents.
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The msmbere from Southern Baptist Convention are:

Walter P, Binns, Chairman, Liherty Missouri °

E, Bilton Jackson, Suite €26, Woodvard Bldg., Weshington, D. C.
Rupert P, Naney, Oklahoma Oity, Okla,

E, H, DeGroot, Jr., 923 Coloradc Bldg.; Weehington, D. C.

T. L. Holeomb, Nashville, Teon, -

Rufue W. Weaver, 3900 Ccnnectiout Avenue, Weshington, D. C.

M, T, Rankin, 2037 Monument Avenue, Rlohmand, Virginie

N. I. Gressett, Fidelity Bldg., Charles and Lexington, Baltimore, Md,
Louie D. Newton, Druid Eills Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgla
Brooke Haye, Arkaneas

Ellis A, Auller; Louisville, Kentucky

J. M, Broughten, North Carolina

C. 0. Johnpon, Third Baptist Church, St. Loule 3, Missourl

L. L. Gwaltney, 515 Chamber of Commeroe Bldg., Birmiagham, Ala.
S. F. Lowe, Atlenta, Georgla

J. B, lawrence, Atlanta, Georgia

T, J, Watte, Dalleae, Texsas

The members of Northern Baptlist Conventlon are:

H. R, Bowler, 152 Madison Avenus, New York 16, N. Y.

D. B. Clowaerd, 152 Medipon Avenus, New York 16, N. Y.

C. W. Cranford, Calvary Baptist Church, Washington, D. C.

W. W, Bverett, Woodward and Lathrop, Waehington, D, C.

J. C. Hazen, 152 Madieon Avenue, New York 16, N, Y,

W. B, Lipphard, 152 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y.

Gordon Palmer, Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, lancaster Ave, and City Line,
Overbrook, Philadelphia, Pa,

Gordon Poteat, Crozer Theological Seminary, Chester, Pa.

E, H, Pruden, First Baptist Church, 16th and O Streets, N. W., Washington, D. C.

I, M. Rose, Firset Beptiet Church, Philedelphia, Pa.

L, W, Smith, 1701-3 Cheatnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa.

M., C., Stith, 715 - 8th St., N. W,, Washington, D, C.

S. I, Stuber, 152 Madieon Avenue, New York 16, N. Y.

E. B, Willingham, 4212 - 18th St., N. W,, Washington, D. C.

+J. R, Wilson, 152 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y.

- L *

FALL MEFTING OF THE COMMITTEE
)

Ae this lesue of REPORT FROM THE CAPITAL is being sent forth, the regularly

scheduled”Fall meeting of the Joint Conferemce Committee 1e being held at District of
Columbje Beptist Heedquarters. The agenda calls for organization, election of officers

for the new year, introduction of the BExecutive Secretary and his responee unfolding
hie conception of hie task, reports of standing committees, report of Dr. Louie D.

Newten on his visit to Russla, report on Hinton Barria' "Hietory of Religioue Liberty,"
report on Baptist World Congress in Copenhagen and other matters of izmportance, FPrese
releases will later inform our people of the more pertinent sotions of the Committes.

- . -
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CATHOLICS FROFRSS LEADERSHIP AGAINST COMMINISM

In the present tense World situation, relations between the United States and
Ruseia are sorely strained, Whatever grievanoces Russia imy have against ue =- and her
complaints are numercue -- the peopls of the United States are moet gravely conoernad
over Russia's Communism with all it connotee. With Baptiets a major anxiety is wvhether
Rusais is minded to grant full religiocus freedom ~- fresdom not omly of worship, but
freedom to teaoch, to mission, and to exeroise suok freedom of epeech as comports with
real freedom of cmecience,

The Pope has olaimed, his followers have loudly repeated, and many Protestante
have fallen for the Catholic olaim -- some Baptists aleo -- that the sole hope of de-
feating the errors and wrongs of Communiem lies in the Catholic Church! Cmsidering
the record of Catholicism in reepect to religioue liberty thrcough the ages this ies a
stupendous olaim,

Yot ve vwitneas the epectacle of mcme very prominent evangelicals, inoluding ac-
cording to ocurrsat report, Editor Oursler of the Readers Digest -~ quitting the ohurch
of their life-time faith to join up with the Catholice in oredulous confidence in the
Catholic olaim, One Baptist editor says, badly as he hates Commnism, he had rather
trust Stalin than the Pope on the issue, But certainly no such alternative oholoce 1s
demanded, Our people, vhatever their political alignment, or preferences for politi-
oal leasders and theories, would in our Judgment do well to study the world situation
with a view to ascertaining FACTS and not suetaining PREJUDICKS, and in a spirit of
courage, haonesty, and patience, FRAYING FOR and WORKING FOR a Chrietian solutiom of
the Aiffioult prodlem of stable and enduring peace in a World commonly asserted tc be
menaoed with the threat of utterly destructive war, Ib is rather fatuous, 1f not
miechievous, to be forever orying var, war, no metter how really dire and etubborn the
obstecles to peace., We managed to find a way to live in the samé world with Russia
under the infamous Czaristic regime; surely Christian intelligence, heroically attack-
ing the mountainous troubles of the present, can make a way to stable peace withoui
the sacrifice of priceless values, Were is our faith? Faith in God 1s ever oreadive,
can turn things hoped for, not seen 88 yot, into the substance of glorious reality,
vhereas pessimism and defeatism invariebly invite disaster,

* ® »

FROM DR, W. O, LEWIS, SECRETARY BAFTIST WORLD ALLIANCE

I am very glad Dr, Dewveon has come to Washington. I have known him many years.
I have met him at Conventione and Conferences, I have been in his ohuroh in Waco, I
have read things he has written, But our sontact with eash other was culy fleeting.
Although I shell more than likely be away from Washington much of the time from nov
until the next meeting of the Baptist World Allience, it is a satiefaction to know
that when I am in Washington I can have the pleasure of seeing him often, I llke to
exchenge viewe with him. .

But there ieg another reason why I am glad he has come which 4s in & sense leas
personal, Hie coming 1s an indiocation that the Joint Conference Committes on Publio
Relations is being put cn a more solid beeies., Thie Committee has met from time to
time in recent years. But there wae not the continuity in its work that such important
vork demanded., There were investigatiams to be carried on and repcarts to be prepared,
Much of that work needed to be done in Washington., Few membere of the Committes had




the time to do such work. Though imperfectly dome, tbe work of the Committes has
well vorth vhile., The very existence of suoh a Committee is elgnificant, Repres
tivea of Northern Baptists, of Southern Baptiats, and of Hegro Baptists came together
to diecuss matters of public interest in a friendly memner. Bo far as my knowledge ﬁ
@oes, thie is the culy arrangement the Baptista of the United Biqtes have for regular
conference with seoh other, There have alvays been things we needed to do together {
and through this Committee we have worked together. We beoome united more by working.
at a common task then by any other manner. From nov an our vm-k:lqg together will de

more effiocient.

There 1s one point vhere the aim of the Comnittee and that of the Baptist World
Allience coinolde, We are both interested in religious liberty. Ome of the aims of
the Alllance 18 to promote freedom of religicn everywhere in the world. Baptiates have
been among the most persietent and most consistent advocates of freedom of religian in
the past, We rejoioce that others have elso joined with us in the fight for freedom in
’ the paa{, and othere stend with ue nov, But the battle for full religious liberty 1s
not yet won. Tnaildioue foes to this idea are active. We as Baptists bave ocur testi-
mony to boar. The Alliance will undertake to carry oo the struggle in other countries
than our ovn., But this 1s cne world. The Alliance 18 interested in any encroachmensg
on religicus liberty in America. And American Baptiets are interested in any effort
to bring full freoedom to other larde. The Alliance and the Committee can help each
other.,

I hope that every effort may be made to get a large delegation from all secticmse
of our country to the meeting of the Alllence in Copenhagen July 29 - August 3, 1947,
The question of the Pelaticn of the Alliance to some of the large interdenominational
orgenizations will be discussed. Rellief and rehabilitetion will have a place on the
program. Wo ahall hear from miesion fields all over the world, The young people and
the women and other groups will have epecial conferencee, And best of all, we shall
meet brevhren from whom we have been cut off by the war,

- L #*

FEDERAL MONEY FOR SECTARIAN SCHOOLS

, There le& coming up from New Jersey e caas before the Supreme Court in which deci-
‘ eion will be made as to whether atate funds may be appropriated for transportatics of
pupils to parcchial schools. Such appropriation is ¥ing made in California, we under-+
, 8taud, In Texas evangelicals defeated & bill before the legielature which would have
provided for parochial schoole in the same menner. Baptiste are deeply intereeted in
the present lnetance, because 1t 1s llkely that a proposel will be made to Congress in
which Federal money may be allowed for such tranapartatimn,




