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THE CRIS]IS IN ITALY

Premisr Alcide de Gaaperri has resigned and 18 now undertaking the formation of a
pw government. Gesperri is the head of the Roman Catholic party in Italy end is fav-
able to the continuation of the Concordat made between the Fops and Mussolini in
629. Under this agresment Roman Catholicism is recognized es the offiocial religion in

taly, 18 glven & practical control of religious education of childrem of Italy, end

sceives from the Italian Government an annujty amounting to mors than $2,500,000. Thie

oncordat was mede between Muesolinl and the Pope and in thie the Pope recognizee the

puse of Savoy as the eoverelgn pover in Italy. Museolini ie dead; the king of Italy

a8 been dethroned. A new government ie being set up. The continuation of the Concord-
is now being fought for by all of the Foman Catholic forcee in Italy.

The treaty with Italy elgned by our Secretary of State, Mr. Byrnes on Jamuary 20,

947, containes the following: "Italy ehall teke all measuree necessary tc secure for

) persons under Italian jJurisdioction without distinction as to race, sect, langiage

x religion the enjoyment of human righte, and of the fundsmental freedoms including
roedom of expreasion, of press and publication, of religlous worship, of political
pinion and of public meeting.” *The acceptanve of thie treaty dy Italy should result

n complete fresdom of religion in Italy and the denouncement of the Concordat made with
he Pope of Rome. This ie the 1eeue which now confronts the people of Italy. A new
pnstitution 18 being framed. The Federal Council of the Evangelical Churches in Itely
e made an appesl to the framere of the new constitution, and earnestly requeated the
doption of the following: "Every man hes a right to the profeseion of his own idees

nd conviotions, to the free and full expreseion of his own religious faith both inward-
y and outwardly, to the same manifestetion individuelly and collectively of his owm
pith and the propagetion of 1t, to the free privete and publioc exercise of his own

1t provided it deals not with a religion or cult implying piinciples snd rites con-
»ary to public order and morals”, The adoption of this article approved by the Com-
ssion on the new constitution December 1946 would give the legal foundation for com-
ote freedom of religion in Italy.

The issue 18 now i1n the balance, If the Conocordat remains it becomes a violation
f the above article proposed for the new constitution, end furthermore a violation of
eaty which Italy 1a called upon to sign.

-

Rufue W, Weaver, Chalrmean
Coumi $tee on Rellglous Liberty
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THE: TAYLOR MISSION

Under this heading Sumner Welles has written in hie syndicated story tm of
the appointment and retention of Myron Taylor as personal representative of tlie Preeis
dent at the Vaglcan, He seye it 1® hard to understand hov it runs countex fo the 1
ciple of separation of church end etate. Thie 15 disturdng, because it rewssls to
what extent the principle has been obscured in governmental thinkingg We admit that ©
the fact thet the Vatican is both a church and a state tends to olowd the 1seue, dut
contend it doem not present the charges publicised. Mr. Welles thinks the mimsion oan
not "shape our internal policles®. We think 1t ie this sort of reasoning which in efs
fect pute the Government under complicating influences exerted by those who seek to
capitalize on Government favor. Whatever excuse for the appointment in war time =- ap
granting, full sincerity of purpose on the part of President Roosevelt, we think that
was a meteks -- we hold that there is not now a pretext for the continuance of the
office. Mr. Welles complaine that somes proteeter declared the Taylor misesion represents
"one of the most dangerous chapters in xodern secret diplomacy”, ae 1f the protestant -
meant that information secured by the diplomat must immediately be made public. We °*
rather think the criticism wes lodged instead 2grinst the dubious establishment of “a
listening poet™, which gives the Vaticen en adventage that it has not dbeen elow to
utilize, and which mey in the end seriocuely embarrase our country in dealing with cer-
tain countriee, notably Russia.

THIS OFFICE A MODEL FOR NEW ONES

Recently two wore offices on public relations have been opened by religioue denomi
nations in Washington, namely, the Lutherans and ths Evangelicel United Brethren. ALt
a study of the various elmllar officed, they have let It be known that they wish to pe
tern thelrs to & marked degree after thie one. Considering the fact that ours ie a
reagerly-staffed, slsnder-budgeted office, a joint conference, therefore, limited in mo
srall meesure to the common objects and directives of the participating four convention
vhich sustain 1t, and further that we are yet in somewhat of an exploretory stage as to
what we are eventually to do, this ie encoureging, if not flattering. We deeire to
regiater gratitude for the full meesure of cooperation accorded by Baptiste, North and
South, white and colored in the specific undertakings of our people; end for the fine
approach of non-Baptiet groups in matters on which Proteatante must stand together, or

‘else "bang separately.”

»

THE CASE OF STEPINAC

The Executive Secretary of the Joint Con¥erence Committee on Public Relations ad-
dressed the Baptist pastors of Philedelphia. They commended to him the following actim
taken by the Miniaters' Union of Philadelphia and Vicinity:

Whereas: The Philedelphia County Chupter of Catholic War Veterans, with the approval
of Cardinel Daughert; and the bleesing of the Pope, held a mase meeting in
the Philadelphia Municipal Convention Hall on Sunday, December 1, 1946, at
which time, according to prees reports, a resclution was passed relative to
the errest, trial and imprisonment of Archbishop Stepinac of Yugoslavia, and

Part of the resolution was addreseed to the Federsal &vernment, the Presi-
dent and the State Department of the United States as followe,




Whoereas:

Reaclved
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Second!

Fourth:
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"That our motest be brought to the attention of ocur Federal govermment

‘together with the request that the President and State Departasnt of the

Unite. Btates of Amerios insist on the immediate release of Arohbishop
Btepinac from prison and the csesstion of the perssdution of Catholioa
in Yugoslavie.”, apd

According to the dest available reports, the government of Yugoslavia 41d
not promsecute the Roman Catholic Church as 2 religious body, btut prosscuted
an individual priest, as a ocitizen, for a orime against his gvernmsnt, and

Protestants are being ruthlessly persecuted in Spain, Mexico, Italy aod
other countries of Xurops and South Amerioa, and similarly Jews in many
parts of the world, and

There are religious conflicts between and dieoriminations againat religiocus
groups within the United States,

that the Ministers' Union of Philadelphia and Wicinity, meeting in the Firat
Baptist Church, Monday, Decsmber 3, 1946 declarss the following to be ite
position:

That we protest and condemn the persecution of.any religious group anywhere
in the world., Ws hold that all groupe should enjoy freedom of worebip with-
out molestation from govermmente or other religicus groups.

That all an) religious group has a right to demand of its national govern-
ment §s the unmolested right to worship as 1t pleasea and to propagate ite
faith insofar a8 the exercise of those righte do not tend v destroy or
overthrov gvernment or to involve the government in difficulties with other
nations,

4 ]
That 1f the United States, which is a govermment of @all the people should
accede to the request of the Roman Catholic Church and interfere in the
internal affairs of Yugoslavia it would establish & precedent vhich would
undermine the historioal, Amertoan position of separation of church and
state. It might further invite a series of such petitions from other religl-
ous groupe. Jor instance, some Protestant group could well request cur gv-
ernment to insist on the rescinding of the recent action of Franco's Catholic
@vermeent in Spain wvhick has passed restrictive legislations against
Protestants, practiocally assuring their extermination,

That we vigorously oppose the request addressed to the Presidenmt of the
United States and the State Department dy the Roman Catholios as being wholly
outside the Jurisdiction of our government. We hold that the Archbiahop
Stepinac affair is sxolueively the businees of the gvernment of Yugnslavia
and the Roman Oatholic Church and that our government has no moral or legal
right to interfere in the internal affaire of encther nation.

Be 1t furthsr resolved tbat copies of thie action be rublished iz the newspapere of
Philadelphia and sent to the President of the Uniied States and to the State Department.
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BAPTIST CONSISTFRCY JN RESPRCT TO PRINCIPLFS

At a meeting of the Joint Conference Executive Committee, 1t was woted that dis-
claiming eny deeire to dictate to local commnities from this offioce, we rsmind and re-
queet the denomination to beer in mind the necessity for ssrupulous consistency in re-
epoot to the constdtutional principle of eeparation of church and state, for wvhich we
have historically astood. The Baptiste through this office are fightipg a battle for
striot observance of it in America, apd manifestly we could not assiet Baptiet groups
by Governmental contactes in efforts to gain Federal gifts. Any exception to a proper
regard for this principle by cur people in the states might become the occasion for
ridicule of us, even & naticnal scandal. It is only fair to eay that possible mis-
understanding as to actual conduct of Baptists in certain casea could sries over com-
plicetions existing-at first, which are subsequently atral ghtened out in the transfer
of Government surplus property to Baptist enterprises. In the final settlement of any
particuler matter involving businese with the Government, 1t should be crystal olear
that we are acting with absolute consistency in refuaing to reach hands into the pubd-
lic treasury at the tax-payeras' expense sens their consent,

* * *

LIQUOR ADVERTISING

The W. C. T. U. for the present 1s concantrating attention on restraining liquor
advertising. If a blll proposed by Senator Capper of Kansas prohibiting the tranepor-
tation in interstate commerce of edvertisements of alcoholic beverages should pass, it
would afford some reiief. Religlous Brotherhoods are lending active support of thia
zovement, Meanwhlile abuses in the liguor trade mount skyward.

»* * *

BAPTIST WORLD CONGRESS

Both Northern, Southern and Negro Baptist Conventione ere working diligently
through their officlally appointed committess on delegations to the Baptiet World Con-
gress to be held in Copenbegen July 29-Augnet 3. Itineraries for several groupa are
being arranged, notabdly one under the direction of Chairman E. B. Willingham of the
Northern Baptist Convention and another under Chairmen Porter Routh of the Southern
Baptist Conventlon. One of the largeet i1s "THe All-American Tour”", headed by Dr. J. W.
Marshall. The Department of Stete has indiceted approvel of as many as two thoueand
peasports for ths Congress. All are exhorted to secure credentials from their Conven-
tion headquerters, regieter with the Baptist World A}liance Office, 715 Eighth Street,
N. W., Washington, D. C., and make reservations with the part{y~manager chosen for the.
trip.

» * § *

COMPULSORY MILITARY TRAINING

Both Sout.harq and Northern Baptist Conventions in their last conventions adopted
etrong resolutions against universal pescetims conscription. Both resolutions contain-
ed explicit directivea to sccial action agenciea to exert efforts againet this totali-
tarian msasure (see Social Service Commi #8ion Report, Southern Baptist Convention An-
nual, pages 125-126; and Report of Resolutione Commi ttee, Northern Baptist Yearbook,
ragee 175-176}.
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Preaident Trumen hzs subtmitted to Congrees a proposal for universal training in
the appointment of his Special Commiseion qn the subject, saying Re wished ths word
"military” deleted, insisting that he deeired the army and naevy to teach our youth the
zeaning of our government end how to take oars of the temple of God sntrusted to tham.
The Commiaelon, however, bears the title, "President 's Commission on Universal Military
Training", and by opronenta ie regarded as a "stacked" committes, prior published utter-
ences of each member certifying it as such. Of course, the mil{tary-minded in the
armed forces wish some b1l providing for universel military treining adopted, along
with the new Seoretary of State, General Marahall, the former Chief of Staff. The
churches Bo far as mction of genersl bodies 18 concermed, are on record as belng
unanimously againet thie. So are the sduocational orgsnizations sgainet it, with pos-

aibly one state group voting in favor. Labor and farm groups are emphatically against
1t'

Those against it are offering the following argumente as the moat likely to be
sffective with Congresasmen vho are confronted with meking some disposition of the pro-
joeal, and sbould be emphasized in writing your Congressman:

l. We have hed enough of compulsion by the gvernment. We want lesa rather
than morse compuleion end we certainly don't want compulsory military train-
in pedcstime. Since when did instruction in demscratic government devolvas
upon the army and navy? What ere the aschools for? and the homes? and the
churches?

The United Nations 1e considering world-wide disarmement and aince Ruassia
has asked for disarmsmsnt within three months any attempt to peass psacetime
conscription in thie ocountry would undermine our chances of getting world
disarmament and would sabotage the United Nations.

Now 18 the time for economy in government.. Militery expenditures should be
reduced -- not increased. ,Compulsory military training of & million boys
sach year in addition to a reguler military establishment 1s too much, One-
third of the natiocnal budget slready goes to the militery establishment,

Compulsory military training will incresse immorality and disesss 1f present
end past records of the Army msan anything. Witness the mile-long men seek-
ing prophylactic treatment {n Japan snd the reeking reports from Germeny,
together with the 1liquor situation in the camps. Are military men the best
qualified pereons® to teach our boys how to care for God's temples, the body?

* * »*
BOOKS COMMENDED

THE MEETING OF EAST AND WEST, by F. S. C. Northrop. NKew York: Macmillan.
$6.00. By many regsrded the beat book of 194k6.

I CHOSE FREELOM, by Victor Eravchenko. New York: Scribmers. $3.50.
Antl -Russaian.

SOVIET PHILOSOPHY, by John Somsrville. New York: Philosophical Library.
An objective effort to survey principles.
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A EISTORY OF AMERICAN PHILOSOFHY, by Herbert W. Schneider. New York, Columbias
Univereity Press. $4.50. Invaluable for sn account of Americen culture -
social theory, political history and religion.

TEE FLOTTERS, by Jokn Roy Cerleon., New York: E. P. Dutton and Compeny,
Incorporated. $3.50. An expose of Eu Kluxers, Fasciste, Amerioa Fireters,
Communiete.

COLOR AND CONSCIENCE, by Buell G. Gellagher. New York: Harper and Brothers.
$2.50. The church and the race problem,

Two books of high value on labor end management: SPORLIGHT ON LABOR UNIONS,
by Williem J, Smith, $2.50; COMMON -SENSE BUSINESS LEADERSHIP, by G. B,
Fosbroke, $2.50. Both publiehed by Essential Books, Duell, Sloan and
Pearce, New York. ¢

CHRISTIAN ETHICS AND SOCIAL FOLICY, by John C, Bennett, New York: Soribners.
$2.00. A master speaks on vital questions.

NEWMAN, THE CHURCE HISTORIAN, by Frederick Eby, Nashville: Broadmsn Prees.
$1.75. A discerning biography of the most dletinguished oburch historien
produceda by Baptistas.

LAST REPRIEVE, by Edwin McNeilll Poteat, New York: Harper and Brothere, $1.00.
The urgency of Christian action in Reference to World Pesce.

. . 3 ™
THE EIGHTIETH CONGHESS

A Quaker's Jupreseion: The Friends Commitiee on Netlonal Legielation in Jamuary
23 pumber of 1te Washington Newe Letter describee the new Congrese as followe: "The
new Republican-controlled Congrees convened January 3 in the midet of a tug-of-war
over the seating of Senator Bilbo and over commitiee assignments under the Reorganiza-
tion Act, and in a welter of etatemente and promiges of speedy - if not rash - actions
on labor leglslation, tax reduction, dbudget paring and investigations of most of the
adminietrative agenciea of the Government. Alreedy in two weeks there hae been a note+
worthy sobering of tone as the responsibilities really begin to be faced....

"During the firet two weeks of the Elghtieth Congrees 1576 bllls aud resclutions
vere introduced. One would designate the second Sunday of October es Grandmother's
Day; another by Representative McDonough of California would provide for the payment
of pensions to deughters of veterane of the War of 1812. Senator Alexander Wiley of
Wisconsin introduced S. 79 and Repreasentative Melvin C, Snyder of Weet Virginis epon-
sored H.R. 503 which would establieh a Department of Peace. Everett M., Dirkaen of
Illinois called for the establishment of a Peace Divieion in the Department of State,

proposes & Joint seselon of the two Housee of Congress during February 1947 to ask
God's divine gnidance in the deliberatione and actions of Congreee."

Displaced Persons: Leglslation concerning immigration and dieplaced persone will
be in the hande of the Judiclary Committees headed by Senator Alexander Wiley of Wie-
conein and Repreeentative Earl C. Michener. If S, 151 by Semator Claude Pepper and
B.R. 860 by Josepk R, Parrington of Hawaii should pass, Koreans would be eligible for
paturalization. Perheps & million refugees in Europe are longing for a place to live
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without fear of political or religious persecution. A fair share for tbe United 'States
to take would bde 400,000, Emmdnuel Celler of New York, in his B.R. 36, would authorize
250,000 displaced persons and refugees to enter, Several bills have been introducsd
amending the Immlgration Aot of 1924 4o make this possidle. In opposition Stephen Pace
of Georgia in H.R. 138 would "deny sdmission to the Unitsd States to all imx grante
vhile the number of unemployed persons vithin the United States ie 100 or more."” Sena-
tor Elmer Thomas of Oklahoms and Repreeentative Bd Gossett of Texas are sponsoring mea-
sures to etop immlgration, even under the quota oystem. Meanvhile United Natione has
appro7ed the establishment of the Internationsl Refugee Organization witk a budget of
$160,000,000 for the current year, of which the United States is expeoted to supply
$68,000,000, The while Jesue Chriat ie calling to the haves in behalf of the have=nots.
In sharp contrast with United States attitude, Argentine with e population of 14,500,000
is planning to introduce 4,000,000 Buropean immigrants at the rate of 30,000 annually,
and hee set up selection offices in Rome, Medrid and elaswhere, to carry through & pro-
gram of action rathern than talk, to make her country e major power in the Americen
Hemsphere.

Texas Ties Cherished: It may seem very personal, but the Executive Secretary of
the Baptist Joint Committes on Publio Relationse must eay he finde Joy in fellowshiping
the Texas delegation in Congrese. Reocently he accepted their hoepitality at lunch in
the Speaker's dining room at the Capltol, On Friday, Jeanuary 31, he offersd the invoca-
tion for .the 500 Texans at dirmer in the Statler given in honor of the former Spesker,
Mr. Sam Rayburn of Texas, when Chlef Justice Vinson of the Suprems Court was the apeek-
er and Attorney General Clark of Dalles was the toaetmaster.

* * *

FEDFRAL AID FOR PUBLIC ETUCATION, NOT FOR SECTARIAN ASSISTANCE

The National Education Association, in 1ts past several issues of the NFA Journal,
offers arresting reasons for federal financial aid to public education in the States of
the Union, Ten million in the Natior are virtually illiterdate at & time when social
i1le traceable %o ignorance are mounting, when the United States is expected to lead
the world into & gew order of life. Many of the States are unguestionably too poor o
glve their children the kind of sducation needful. Conditions are by no means equel in

‘Ml the States, Federal aid bas bPeen extendsd, in wvarious forms, by different acts of Con-
gress for the pest cme hundred and sixty years. The urgency for more definite and gen-
erous ald at the present hae been the finding of Commiseion after Commlaaion appointed
for inquiry into the need. ¢

Last year, in the 79th Congress, was introduced by Senators Lister Hill, Robert A.
Taeft and Flbert D. Thomas, an excellent bi1ll, which ie 8till pending and which if enact~
ed would provide adequately and feirly for equalizing educational opportunities in the
Beveral etates, without in any way interfering with state and local contrcl over the
operation of the public schools. It doee not propose %o include sectarian schools.
his was S. 181, and was strongly opposed by the Catholica.

Other bille &rs being offered which do propose to include in the huge sums to be
aprropriated "assistance to non-public tex-exempt schools of secondary grade or lese
for necessary transportation of pupils, sachool health examinations end related 8&hool
eervices, and purchase of non religlous instructional supplies and equipment, including
books." Such & dill is S, 199, introduced January 15, 1947 by Senator Aiken. The bill
has the cordial support of the Catholics. Aa evident frou the wording, 1f paesed would
enable parochial schools out of tax money to ray teachers, build houses, transport end
oquip pupile---in short, provide what Protestents have long feared would be done under
the Catholic eppeal.,




Doudbtlees the country vill be fully alerted to the situation, every cltizen wili
inform himself as to the proposals of the pending biile, and believers in the prinoiy
of separation of church and stats as eatablished in the Constitution, will let his
representative and senator know of his conviotdon.

* * *

EOW OTHERS FEEL ABOUT LIQUOR

The Nationel Temperance and Prohibition Councll: “The glgantic liquor bill of
approximately eight billione of dollars annuaily, end the oonsequential cost which may
be as much more, impede the economis recovery of the country and eventuated in crippled
production and under-consumption. The brutalities, sccldente, hotel firee, vastly in-
creasad orime and juvenile delinguency, corruption, distress end oppreea the country.
The time hae come when every Christian orgenization and individual should dewand the i
mediate coneideration by reeponsible esuthorities of definite acd prectical remsdiasl
measures,

"We favor the enactment of legielation whieh will allow the people of politicel
subdivieions to outlaw the sale of alcoholic beverages.

M™ie belisve that the time has now come when the combined moral forces of the coun-
try mset obtain the outlawry of liquor advertising. The present tremsndously increassd
coneumption of liquor 18 due largely to the fact that the organized liquor intereate
are able to promote their traffic by means of all kinde of liguor advertising. Thie
aggrensive promotion of liquor sales muat be etopped. Ws urge all good cltizene Of the
country to support the Capper Bill which sims at the slimination of all llquor adver-
tising.

"We particularly protest redio edvertising of beer, wine, cocktail rooms and
taverns and we protest the unfairnees of the networke and radio etetions in their re-
fusal to sell squally desirable time to the opponents of the liquor traffic.”

W. E, Melton, Main Street Baptiat Clurch, Jacksonville, Florida: ‘As & layman I
think I can partly answer your question, "When will auitable deszling with ligquor begin

in this country.,' When religlous groupe stop reeolving this end that about the liquor
question Bnd get down to the difficult wnd couregeous tmek of doing & few practical
things to educate and caution the public relative to the decline of our psople. When
pastor's and educaticnal directors, by and large refusse to swerve from our duty svery
time some ‘prominent' church leader - even a life-long descon from a ap-called 'leadin
fam{ly' - clears hie throat in meeting, or priwvate, and suggests that we will cause
division in the church 1f we pursue the question of temperance 'to the extreme'. When
we educate our people to their reaponsibility as citizens to quelify to vote - AND T
VOTE. When we do & little bold and plain Jdvertieing on the subject of the evils of
alcohol. If a certain distiller, to gel people to drink can tell publicly on billboan
the 'merits' of his product, why can't a few billboarde be diaplayed here and there
telling the truth about liquor? If for instence it 18 suggested by & distiller that &
certain brand of whiskey edds to the fellowship of a socisl gathering, why can't we
tell the ofher side of the atory on the highwaya to the affect that a certain brand of
whiskey will promote drunkenness and brutality end will wreck homse and our nation.”




