Noy 28, 1947

MATIONAL COUNOIL 0¥ QITIZENS ON GAIRCH AND SEATE

On May 15, there was held in the National Memorlal Baptist Church an informal oon-

ference of repreesentative Frotestant leadere on matters of churoch and state, The Bxecu-
ive Secretary of the Baptist Joint Conference Committes, who convened the oonfersnoe,
presided, Present were: Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison, Piitor, Ohristien $
Dr. Samue) McOrea Oavert, Qeneral Seoretery, Federal Oouncil of rohea; Dr. John H.
Jardner, Jr.; representing the Presbyterian Church of the United States of Amerioca;
Buperintendent William A. Cook, Ginoinnati (the men in the oenter of the Catholic-pudlic
sohool debaole); Mmer R. Rogers, representing the Scottish Rite Masons; Dootore Yost

nd Longaore, nationcl offioers of the Seventh-day Adventiste; Dr. Clyde W, Taylor,
Beoretary, National Assoclation of Evangelionls; Dr. Frank Gigliottl, our recent omis-~
sary to Italy; Dr. Stanley I. Stuber, representing Northern Baptiste; Representatives
oseph R. Bryson and Brooks Hays, who explained the proposed amendment; Dr. W. C. Smalley,
Pdmonton, Canada, representing Canedisn Baptiets; the Honorable E. Hilton Jeckson, Chair-
pan of the Joint Conference Committes; Dr. Raymond Wiloon, representing the Friends; Dr.
[homas Keehn, repressenting the Congregaticnalists; Dr. Frederick E. Reisslg, represent~
ng the Washington Federation of churches; Dr, Jamea A, {rain, Exeoutive Bucretary, the
Disciplec, Tndianepolis; Dr. Charles R, Bell, Jr,., Chairman, Wisoonsin Religious Liberty
Agsootation; Dr, Robert E, Van Deusen, representing the Lutherens; Dr. W. 0. Levis,
Beoretary of the Baptiet World Allfance; end & number of loosl pastors.

While no press releases regarding the Conferenoe were made at the time, it cen be
ptated that the discussion was thorough going, hermonious snd determined. It oan be an-
nounced now that anather Oonference vas agrssd upon, to be held at an early date in
ashington, at which the following commttee on plans and policlee will report: Dr,
oule D, Newton, Baptist; Bishop G, Bromley Oxnam, Methodist; Bishop William Scarlett,
fpiRcopalien; Dr. John A. Maockay, Presbyterian; and Dr. Charles Clayton Morrieon, Fditor
pf the Christien Century. Another commtttee to recommend the best legal approach will
eport at the same meeting.

This meens that & united front along broad, constructive lines may be expeoted to
prapple with the Amerioan orieie on church and state in oonoerted aotion. Despite the
soent discouragementis, the outlook brightens tovard a new day in the life of the WWation.

* * *
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On Thursday night, May 15, at eight o'olook, there was held a.great Taxpayers®
Rally in Camlen, New Jersey. George F. Gray, of Trenton, presided. The purpose of ithe
mesting es stated in thousands of handbills distriduted wast "To protest the use of
Btate Tax Money for tranaporting children to Paroohial &choolas, whioh ude veokens the
barrier betwesn Church apd State.” The address was delivered by E. Hilton Jaokeon,




prominent Weshlngton Attorney, vho arged the recent case ocoming up frxom New Jersey t
fore the United Statos Supreme Court. The upshot of the meeting vas to edopt resoluts
looking to the repenl of the Rew Jersey law which the United St.nu Bupreme Court sus
telned. It thus eppeere thot New Jersey 1s determined to meet the ordeis precipifsted’
the deoision in o very effectual menner, setting the example for other states viioh
afflioted with the mame conditions imposed by acts of their legislatures. We gquote
a part of Mr, Jackson's eplendid addreso deliversd on the ooouion{ :
"Mhe true remedy is that proposecd by the people in the state of New Jereey in hou:
ing mostinge of thie ohoraotor and thue arousing pudlic opinion throughout the stats :
vith a visw to a chonge by popular vote in the fundemental lav of the state, eand to oo~
opernte with like-minded jeople in the remuining states to the end that they, too, mi gt
thue safeguard tlila sternal prinoiple of liborty. Thue not only by eternsl vigllance
may we pfeserve the cherished prinoiples of the First Amendment.

"e nlsu believe that the Bupreme Court, when onoe it is made avare of the anxiety
folt by thu people of the United Btatea as they contemplete the opening wedgs refleotsd
in the Fveroon Osee, will give further oconeideration in any oase arising hereaftsr, amd
thus reviamine the guestion enev and by differentiation or repudiaticn refuse any longer
t0 be bound by any abortive attempt to amend the Constitution dy judiocial interpretatioa
The ¢itizens of New Jereey ure to be congratulated in ohallenging the validity of the
resolutions of the Boerd of Bducation, elthough mede pursuant to a state atatuts, The
pecple of the atate by such conduct heve presentsd to the Nation e consistent determina«
tion to preserve inviolate the libertiss of ocur founding fathers. Thie ssate wes the
first to ratify in November 1789, the firet ten Amsndments ocnetituting our Bill of Rig
and now stends. ready to challenge and overthrow by all legitimate means the conseguences
of o deoipion which chaellengss the integrity of our public achool system, and raices the
ques tion ea to whether this Neticn can eurvive two syetems of eduoation whioh would oarry
ue baock to the days of cur forefathers who left the shores of Burope in order that they
md ght worship here the Almighty aocording to the diotates of thelir own oconescience withou
stote 81d and state comtrel, It i believed that the i{ssue may be summed up in the
following lenguage:

'The spirit wbich would make the state sponsor for any form of religion
or worship, end the religion, whether Frotestent or Catholic, whiob would make
uge of any of the pavers or funoticne of the state to promote 1ts own growth
or influence, are un~Ameriocan; they are not native to the soil; they are in-
consietent with the sguality of rights end privileges and the freedom of con-
oclence which are essential to the existenge of s true democraoy.’

"Acoording to the Assoointed Frees report, whioh came from Admiral Byrd‘'s flagphip
on his recent expodition to the South Pole enroute to Australia, 1t appeared that prior
to leaving this scuthern most point his plane was piloted over the exaot location of the
Pole, ond that ee he passed this pivotal poin} he dropped a bundle of flage tied togeth
Theee flags were not merely Americen flags, but represented all of the constituent mem-
bere of the United Nations Orgapization. As he dropped them he mede the hietorioal re-
mork, 'I hove tied them together beoause they belong together!'.

"I{ would svem that the time bhes arrived when all citizens who would preserve the
priceless liberties pguaranteed by this great cherter of humen rights must bind themsel

togsther in o ocommon obJective until a government for all the pesople hes besn firmly
eatablished,”




Baptist Record, Jackson, Mississippi:

3 "Dr, Walter P. Binns of Missouri presented the report of the Oointtee on Fublio
Relations and submitted the following recommendations which were adopted:

1. "That we express our appreciation of the pledge which President Harry S. Trumen
made to Dr, Loule D. Newton, president of the Southerm Baptist Convention, and others,
het he would recall Myron 8. Taylor from the Vaticen as soon as the peace treaties
pigned, Ve hold that it was a violation of Americen policy for this representative ever
o have been appointed and there is no valid reason for his' continuation in the poeition
he now occuples, 3

2. "That we reglster our firm opposition to the pessage by the Congrese of any bill
for Federal Afid to education which includes provision, directly or indirectly, for the
ppplication of public tax.money to church schools. :

3. "That we call to the attention of all Baptist schoole, hospitele end other
paptist institutions the danger of accepting grante of money from the government for
buildings or equipment or for any other purpose. The acceptance of such grants upon any
pretext whatever will weaken the Baptist witness in behalf of the principle of eeperation
pf church and state.

“Dr, J. M, Dawson of Washington, executive Secretary of the Jcint Conference Com~
i ttee of American Baptists, was applauded after he spoke vigorousls in favor of the com-

mi ttee 's report.

"iMany people think of religious liberty as something that belonged to the days of
artin Luther, Roger Williars or Thomas Jefferson,' he said.

'‘But recent circumstances have conspired to make religious liberty more alive, more
early paramount than ever befor in humen history.'

“Dr. Dawson asserted there was a -'deploreble drift toward the union of church ond
ptate, resulting in dangerous encroachment on the Constitution and the sinister growth
bf clerical control over government.' He declered thie had come about largely through
neglect, and he called for united action now.

“He said the Baptiste were not.impelled by any narrow, selfish bigoted epirit In
heir concern for separation of church and state, for they wanted all religious groure

o have equal rights.

"The Richmond-Dover Memorial wae presented by Dr. Jas, H, Ivey of Richmond, Virginin
hnd enthusiastically adopted.”

The above account is deeply eppreciated. It ie in line with interpretations aven
by the Southern Baptist press generally. PFPresident Newton's eddress, various resolu- i
ione adopted, and the whole attitude of the more than eight thousand messengers present B
ombined to glve strong support to the great objectives of the Joint Conforence Com- |

ni ttee.

The report to the Convention ae presented by Walter Pope Binns, Chalrman, was 81 gned
by the members of the Southern Committee: J. M. Broughton, E. H. De(‘:root, Jr., Be A
Ffuller, N. I. Gressett, L. L. Gwaltney, Brooks Hays, T. L. Holcomb, I'. H. Jackeon, C. 0.
Uohnson, S. F, Lowe, R. P. Naney, L. D. Newton and M. T, Rankin.
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The Morthern Baptist Convention in Atlantic City, held May 19-24, adopted the f¢
lowing report cn Fudlis Relotions vwhioh wae signed by the fiftesn members: W, W, [+
Everett, Choirmens W. B. Lippherd, Secretery; E. R. Bowler, D. B. Clovard, 0. W, Orens
ford, J, Cs Eozen, C, W. Oranford, Cordon Paleer, Gordon Potedt, E. E. Pruden, I. M,
Ross, L. W, 8mith, M. C. Btith, S. E, Stuber, E, B. Willingham and J. R. Wilscn,

*Phe Joint Confersnce Committee on Fublic Relationa ie the anly agenoy in which
Northern Beptist, Southern Boptiat and Negro Baptist Conventicns &re orgenically rels
in & cooperative enterprise. Paoch of the participating Conventions has ite ovn Commi
on Publio Relatione, whioh together form the Joint Conference Commt ttee whose menbs
comprises 15 Northern Baptiste, 15 SBouthern Baptiats end T Negro Baptists,

*Two meetings vere held last year, at whioch various meatters of national apnd inteps
netionad concern to Daptists were ocmeidered, On May 26, 1946, the committee achieved
its longecheirished hope of opening sn office in the national capital and of employinga
full-tize Executive Seorctary. Dr., J. M, Dawson, peator of the Firet Baptiet Church,
Waoo, Texns, and chairman of the Southern Baptiet Convention Committes on World Peaos,
vas appointed to thia position. It is gratifying to report that he has already proved
to be the right man in the right plave. Thorough unity of thought and heartinese of o¢
operation oharaotsrize the representetives of the partiocipating conventions, and the
oommittee locks forward to & long period of service and usefulness i{n the conservation
of historioe Baptist prinoiples and 1n representing Americen Baptiste in whatever issues
of rublic interest, politiocal, leglelative, scoisl and moral, are of Baptiset concern,
In the intersets of ,efficienoy and prompt attention to issues ae theygrise the committ
in ita organization 1o divided into four sud-committees dealing respectively with world
issues, dezsstio si.:aticns, religious liberty and Baptist cooperation., In additionm,
the ocozmittee mainteins & Finanoce Commttes and en Executive Comndttee,

"Among issues to whioh the commd ttee hae given sericue attentlion are Federal aid &:
public education, the Suprems Court's dscieion senotioning the payment from public fund
of trensportetion to Romen Catholic parochial schools, the Preaident's personsl ambass
to the Yatioen, safegiarding of human rights and fundementel freedoms in American legl
laticn end in the aotivities and funoticns of the United Nations., Through Dr. Dswson th
compittes has been in oontact with numercus governmsnt ocmmittees, and a 8ignifivant
ublioity esrvice has bsen rendered in supplylng informaticn and news releases to Bap
Tericdionls and fo seocular neve sgencies, In ite motivities the Joint Conferenoce Com-
mittee fools free to proceed in matters where there is common ground and agreemsnt, It
_sots in behulf of and cn specific requests of naticmal boards and agencies in the oon=

etituent oonventions. It makes no comud twents whatscever that involve organioc union or
any infringsment on the autonomous procedurs of Baptiete. It recognizes that there are
vays 1o whioh Baptists oen and should ect independently of other churches, and that
thers are mlso great iseues, such as the separation of church and state, upon which ell
Christians of whatever denomination or oreed need to stend united againet & peril that
is comxeon ‘o ell, The committee hes established many legitimete contacte with wverioue
departmente of the federal government, and through Dr, Dawson has been represented et

;ari:u:iOmgreusional benrings the subjeots of whose discuseione were of conoern to
QP ) .

"The commlttee records with einpere regret the deeth of Dr. R. W, Weaver on Janus
21, 1947, who more then anyone eles hed enviseged the necessity and poseibdility cf a
Committec on Ffublic Rslatione that would truly represent all Ameriocan Baptiste, He
vrought wisely, diligently and secrifioclally to bring about the establishment of thie
commi ttes, und 1% in gratifying that he wee permitted to live to see 1t as the culminae
tion of ble own long and distinguished career,"
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The Convention, through its Genersl Counocil, mede a speoial order for the consider-
ion of atrong resclutions asking for the recall of Myron Taylor from the Vatiocan, for
ne omiesion of government epproprieticne to oburoh echools and for the esteblishment
P a National Council of Citizens on Ohurch and State. The Executive Seoretary of the
oint OConference Comittes was invited to address the Convention, vhich he 414 in sup-
srt of the resclutions whioh were carried unanimously.

* »* *
RICEMOND~-DOVER MEMORIAL

A paper, doubtless historio, sdopted by the Peptist pastors wnd sudseguently dy the
sneral pastore assooiation of Richmend, Virginia, is being widely voted unenimous eo-
peptance, Following its most 1lluninating whereases, it presente the following resolu-

ions and plan of aotion.

"Thersfore, be it resolved, that as Ameriocan Citizens -

"l. We register our dissappointment and alarm over the verious legislative enact-
mente both state and federal and the reocent decieion of the United States Supreme Court
hich permite the use of public tax funde for the support of sohools other than publio
sohoole; by thereby infringing upon the separation of church and etate and violating

the guarenteed principles of our Constitution.

“2, We stand for the enaotment of state and national leglslation in languege so
clear that it cannot feil of true interpretation, vhioh will preolude the use of. public
funde for churoh purposes or vwhich will contribute to the benefit of any religioue
group.

“3, We propoee that a determined effort be made to extend the principle of religt-
ous liberty to all nations of the world through the United Netions, and we earnestly
petition the United States Goverpment to chempion firmly the righte of religioue minorl-~
ties everywhere in accordence with the Charter and Bill of Righte of the United Netions.,

"4, We urge all American citizens to defend and o propagate the prinoiple of
religious liberty and separation of ohurch end etate and to make clear the iesues in-
volved by a construotive plen of ocooperative action.

Yo recommend thie plan of aotion:

"1, The adoption of the above resolutions,

“"2, That theee resolutione become the besis for memorializing the other Baptlet
Assocletions of this State, the General Assoocistion of Virginia, and the Southern Bap-
t1et Convention meeting thie spring in S8t. Louis,

"3, That a pattern vhich will serve as & program of action for our Baptist
people be suggeeted to inolude:

"(1) Nevepuper Display Advertisementa =
Ya, The Historic Principle of Religious Liderty in America.
"n. The Current Threet to Religlous liberty in Americe - the
need of sxtended Religious Liberty as a World iseus - setting

forth ite values in undergirding the whole process of demo-
oratio culture,
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"s, The Pyblic Schoole ag the unifying, integrating foroe and
sponpor of Democrutic Culture.

Thut postors be requosled to prouch eimultanecusly in- oities and
aspociotions as early 26 practicable to be follcwed on Wednsaday
eveningy by o ptudy of our Buptist hietory.

"{3) Thaot the obove resolutions upon tdoption be sent to the menmbers
of the State ond Nutionol legiolutive bodies; that pestors and E
laymen be urged to express thelr views on the principle of Reli-
aious Liborty ord to voice thoir opposition to objectionable .
features of pending logialation by direct letter to their repre- C
sentetives; and that petitions be prepared for ci,\rculation among ﬂ
the congregutions of various churches, @}’

(4} That o brief und simple pampblet be written on religioue liberty
and the 1ssue before uwa for penoral dietribution.

“(5) Thbat Dr. J. M. Daveon, Exccutive Uocretary of the Amerioan Baptiet
- Public Relotlons Comuittee bo reoquoeted to present the above mat-
texras to the Northern Baptiot Convention and the Natiomal Baptist
Convention, Inc., and the National Baptist Convention, aesking to
secure united Turpose und action by Baptists of the United States, '

"(6) That {the Dover Awsoclation suthorize the Committee from the Rich-
mond Beptiat Pustoro® Conference to act for the Dover Aseociation

and to cerry through thie program in cooperation with other agen-
clee neuad.

i "(S1gned by)
“Reuben E. Alley,
“John W, Hughoton,
“Jamen M. Ivoy, Cheirmen,"™
- L r

INDISPENSABLE, BOOKS ON FUBLIC QUESTIONS
A FRERE ANY) RESFONSIBLE FRESS: Remnort of thae Commipsion on Freedom of the Press,
University of Chicago Presa. 139 peges. $2.00, :
Forevord by Presidont Robert M. Hutchins. A general report on mees communice-
tion: newsparers, redio, motion plotures, magnzinee and books. Financed by Time

and The ngyoloraedfn Britennica. Con¥ined to the roll of the agencles of maas
communications in public affeirs. Incomplete but informing.

BEUIND THR SILXT™Y CURTAIN: A Personal Account of Anglo-American Diplomacy in Paleetipt
an? tha Middle Fast, by Bartley C. Crum. Nev York: Simon and Schueter., 297 pageis

An excecdingly lively story end eye-dpening as to the Near Feat problem.

WHY THE.Y BTHAVE LIKE LUSHSIANS, by John Fischer. New York: Harper and Brothers.

Ono of the most dlucuoeed books of the ycar. Very readable and regerded es

fair.
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SEALL: Qitisen ond Soldier, Dy Willisa Frye. Mmﬁlt_ll Bobbe HerTill om:
396 vages. '

A oareful bdbiogrephy important to possess vhen the offios of Secretary of State
is headesd by & soldier in pesce-making times. lamdatory but suthentio.

D IN EISTORY, By Sherwood Bidy. New York: Assooiation Press, 283 pages.

A Christian interpretation written by & competent man who summarizes his life-
times study, observetion and insights in & singles volume,

BEING FIT TO LIVE WITH, by Harry Bmsrson Fosdiok. New York: Harper and Brothers.
219 peges, $2,00.

Themst You must not be part of the problem tut belp to be the ensver.,

I IME OORRESPONDENCR BETWEEN FPRESIDENT ROOSEVEIT AND FOPE PIUB XII. New Yorkt
MacMillien, 12% pages. $2.90.

Offers no light on the Pope's services to the United Stetes during the var
years. Fraternsl exchange of oourtecus letters,

JLITIOAL RECONSTFUCTION, by Kerl Loswstein., New York: Maddillan, L97 pages., 4,00,
Author lew professor in Germany until Eitler; later professor of Folitical Solence
in Yale; more recently at Amherat, also leoturer at University of California at
Berkely; 1942-19LkL, B8peoial Assistant to Attormey Genersl in Washington; now legal
Advieer of Emergenoy Committee for Politioal Defense in Montevideo, Will be re-
g@rdied by many as eignificent contribution.

IDATIONS OF DEMOCRAOY, by F. Ernest Johnson, Editor. New York: Harper and Brothers,
218 pages . ‘2.00.

Anything the euthor writes is of value, but this vdlume is more meture end most
t!mly.

iR: A_cm.nﬁ.mm- Biited by Brnest J. Bimwons. Cornell University Presd.
Loy pages, 50,

This 1s & faotuel book, not a set of opinicne, It eims to present Ruesian
geography, history, government, law, economios, danking, agriculture, industry,
commnications hy means of railroalds, bighvays snd air; medicine end health, eduoca-
tion, religion, Soviet philosophy, the langnage, literaturs, art, mieio, drame,
architecturs and science. The writere are recognized epecialiete.

FRICA MUST BE CHRISTIAN, by H. C. G.oomor. Scuthern Baptist Home Miesion Board,
141 pages. $1.25.

The glfted end acholarly professor in the Southern Baptist Theological Seminery,
vho euoceeded Dr. W. O. Carver as head of the Department of Missions, hae supplied
the churches with an excellent olass bock for study groups.
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M. STASSEN'S BREFERESCE

The oourtesy of ocddressing the Southern Baptiet Convention extended to BHarcl:
Stosoon, who 18 on ovoved cendidate for the Premidency of the United States, impo ‘
cortudn restraint upon the monsengers. The candidate, before speaking at 8t.
siezed the oocasion for decloring his disagreement with the Convention for unani
udopting previous to hie arrival resclutions demending the recall of Myron Taylor
the Vuticun und urglng no governmant appropriations to perochial schools. Telegw
protesting Mr. Stassen's otrange performence, cut of regard for proprieties, were ng
publicly read, Nev Orlecné Baptiot paotors did, lhovever, eoon thor:aftor serd him &
tolsgram expressing thot hie position, in their judgment, was both "incounsistent and
unthinkoble”. He did not luock for eimilar communicatione from multitudes over the

country.

The Mxecutive Secretury of the Joint Conference immediately wrote him, inoloasing
the secretury's statemont made to the Senate Committee on pending education dills,
vhich included numsrcus guotations from the great deilies end journale of the ocuntry
udverse to the recent Supreme Court decision, suggeeting that he wama- perhaps not swem
of the prondunoed bootile feeling of the public from ocaet to coust on this matter,
The cecretory 41d nct uccude him of whut the Christiun Ceptury declarsd was an cbviowm
bid for the Catholio bloo of votes, to be expected in the 1940 eleotion. He did sug-
@ent thot while none might count on & Baptiet bloo of votes (for there 18 no pdlitic
1ly-minded hierarchy to over ride the full liberty of each Baptiet oitizen voter),
preeidential cendidutes mighl poesibly awaeke to dlgcover that the surest way to be ds=
fuuted ie to moke 't bid for the Catholioc bloc! Protesteuts, and milliona beside them
nunbexcd among the Muuens, educutors, Jews and oltizens generelly, stend styiotly
upelnet clericul oontrol over government and for the Americen treditional and Oonstdt
tionnl miorontees of seporution of church end stete.

Mr. Stusasn's lonyg teleprum to the Northern Baptist Convention in Atlantic City
yrovod even more coffenaive, for 1t uttempted to rebuke the Baptists for deploring the
rocent docivion of the Suprowo Court, a right long sstablisched in law and exeroised
gepvrally og proved by thu overwholmlng newspaper editorials. It further evidenoed &
cortulaty thot if nominated ond elected, Mr, Stassen would oleim the right to maintais
vn officinl roprouventative ut the Vatioan,

It iu not surprising, therefore, that acocording to him the unhempered privilegs d
holdlug to hle opinions, the program cogmi ttee for the Baptist World Congress thought
it botter thut he not attempt to interpret ohurch end state to thoss attending the
Conmress in Copenhagen,




