Qotober, 1547

Acting ap ocomvener, the Exscutive Secretary of the Joint Conference on Public
ations for the Baptists of the United States, is able to announce that e second Con-
snce on Courch and State will be held in the Calvary Baptist Church, Washimgton, D, O,

b o'clock p. ®., Monday, October 13, Thie is the outgwowth of a widely representative
hering of national leaders held in Washington, May 15. At that meeting, acting with
ire unanimity, two committees were eppointed: one on plans and policies and the other
legal epproach, The committess are composed of scme of the most eminent men in the
ion and now ‘stand ready to report. Pledged to attendance are notables frcm svery
ptestant denominetion, from educational and other pignificdnt groups. Out of this

ond conference may bs expected to issue a movement confined to this single issue of
rch eand state which 18 likely to arcuss the country from one end of it to the other

behalf of conserving the American dootrine of separation of churck and etate with ite
1llary of religious liberty.

#* * *

BAPTIST WORLD CRUSADE FOR RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

Climaxing the Seventh Baptiet ‘World Congress held in Copenhegen, Denmark July 30 -
st 3, was the adoption of a Manifesto on Religious Liberty., This was the preliminary
port of a Comndseion of Seven appointed by the Corgress to conduct a World Crusade on
Digious 1iberty, The Commiesion oonsistes of Dr. Stanley I. Stuber, New York; Dr. M. E.
, Shreveport, Louisiana; Dr. M, Ronchi, Rome, Ttaly; Dr, A, T. Ohrn, Oslo, Sweden;

. Bredahl Petersen, Copenhagen, Denmark; Dr. T. G. Dunning, London; and Dr. J. M.
son, Washington, D, C,

The paper proolaiming the principles on which the Crusads will be waged was a

ging cne, The plan will be to make an early survey of tho exact atatus of religiouo

berty in every land, proceed to such remedial approaches ae may be poseible, and reck
sducate the public everyvhere in the true principles of religious liberty.

* * *

JOINT COMMITTEE AND THE BAPTIST WORLD CORGREES

[ ]
The Daptiet World Congrese commsnded the attendance of many membere of the Joint
forence on Public Relations for the Baptiete of the United States, Fresent were Dr,
B, Lipphard, Dr, J, C, Hazen and Dr, Stenley I. Stuber of New York; Ir, Loule D,

on, Atlants, Georgis; Dr. C, Oscar Johmson, St, Louie; the Honorable Brooke Hays,

ttle Rook, Arkensee; Ir. M, T, Rankin, Richmond, Virginla; Dr. E, H, Pruden, Washing-
,, D. C.; Dr. Ellds A, Fuller, Louieville, Kentucky; and the Executive Secretary, Dr.




Dr. G, Osoar Johnson wae chosen Preeident of the Alliance.

Several of those named above hold membership on the Baptist Norld Al)danc
tive Committoo. A1l mentioned oeds addresses, The Committee was offiofally
by the Executive Becretary, who spoke on “The United Ratione From The Obhristian ¥

point", elso preached to the vast audience on musical evening. Follcwing the

' bo made & tour of Holland, Belgium, Lurembourg, Switzerland and Bugland gaining fa
and undergoing experiences whioh 1t le belisved will be of much value in the con

the work, 3

~

* * »*

BAPTISTS, THE CATEOLICS AND COMMONISM

Ore of the most dieturbing factors in the present deploradle temsicn between the
United States apnd Ruseia 18 the Roman Catholic campaign against Commmism. The iut
ficaticn growe out of the functioning partnership between the United States and the
Vatican setebliehed through the mainterance of Myron €. Taylor as the personal repn
tative of the President to the Pops.

In opposition to athelem and the materialistic philoecphy of Communism, Baptists

and Protestants gemerally stand united with Catholics. In ancther ixportant reapect,
however, they are not tcgether, Let us 1llustrate: The Exeoutive of Southern Baptis
Dr. Duke McCall of Nashville, Tomnessee put it thie way: Baptiets cppose the Commnr
because the Cormuniste deny religicus liberty; Catholics oppote the Commumists because
the Russlan Government deniee clerical comtrol and church partnership. The Baptists &
not believe in partnerehip of the church with the stete. They are, therefore, strorgly
set against President Truman'e mainteinirg an official representatives at the Vaticean,
which they think ie contrary to the American Doctrine of separatiom of oburch and ntat
and is a functioning partpership with a church." Row tbat partnership bas been furtber
implemented. The Presjdent and the Pope during the summer exchanged letters which
pledged each other support in the noble endeavor of restoring moral order to the world,
Ae to be expected, Dr. McCall, who was in Rome et the time, reacted most unfavarably %
whet seemed to him to emphasize this functioning partnership between State and Church,
He seld: "Baptiete refuse to be pushed into the camp of totalitarian Roman Catholioiem
ae the only alternative to Ccnmuniem.” With this attitude fourteen million Baptiste in
the United States, North and South, with an infinitesmal sxception, would mdoubtedly

R heartily sgree. In fact, 1t 1s plain the Protestents in general feer the Pope will pme
voke war with Rusele on the iecus of Ruseia'e denial of church partnership, and thus

volve milliors of anti-Communists in the @ire struggle who have long eince repudiated
clericalism in government,

1 FREEDOM_NOW"

The Bxecutive Secretary cut short his t:mr

Congrees in Copenhagen in order to hagten home for the 19

ng-attempted completion of &
book mapuacript on the subject of religicus liberty. The title is This Freedcm New. It
bae been accepted for publicetion end ehould be off the prees before January 1, 1568,

The book 18 cne for which there 18 a clamorous
v gl dewand, While we have historical books

there appears to be no exieting book presenting the matter
ae & living, paramount issue. The book has been written frankly from the etendpoint of
meeting an urgent present need. It will be invaluable as an interpretation of the
factual backgrounds of the great iseue of church and state with which thie office 36

of Europe following the Baptiet Werld
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uch concerned, end will be therefore an instrument for conducting the work. This notios
8 intended to be an explenation of an effort at service -~ and not a smles talk = but

ome 1des of the scope and nature of This Freedom Now may bte galned rrom the subjects of
te eleven chapters which are as follows: I--A Living, Paramount Iesue. II--The Dread
ower of the Totaliterian State, III--Bondage Under An 01d Yoke - Union of Church and
tate, IV--Overcoming The National Drift, V--Can Nutiopsl Uulty Survive? VI--Ia The
oundation Secure? VII--Toleration Is Wot Enough, VIIT--Can We Risk Free Spsech? IX--
lerolc Witresses In Crucial Countries, ZX--What Hope of Universal Acceptance? VI--The'
sl Rcad to Freedem.

* * *

COMPILATION OF CHURCH RFESOLUTIONS

During the summer the Joint Conference offics compilied the resolutions of the
rarious religious bodlea in America which hevs acted on matters pertairming to church and
itate, The impressive thinge ebout this volume are: (1) ite size, making a considerable
hook; (2) ite agreement, showing that all non-Catholic denominations are in perfect
larmony in respect to this queetlon. Below we give & brief summery,

The Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America in Pittsburgh in Novwmber,
ok offered a notable statement concerning the eituation. It begen by obeerving that
joparation of church and state bad been the greet bulwark of religlous freedom in Americsa,
'reating a climate favorable to gocd will and cooperation emong Protestants, Roman
tatholice and Jows, Thie fact imposes the obligation upon every veneficlary to maintain
he principle zealously., For this remson the establishment of diplomatic relations be-
iween the United States and ths Vatican should be Pirmly opposed as something which 1s
rontrary to the spirit of the American tredition, end somethirg which encourages union
pf church and state, because it actuelly sets up diplometic relations with the Roman
‘atholic Church, In taking such a8 stand the Federal Council disavowed any effort whatso-
wer to speak ageinst Romen Catholiciem as a form of Christien faith and worehip. On the
rontrary 1t expressed the desiresto seek every possible opportunity to coaperate with
Roman Catholics, ee Christien brethren, in common efforte for the welfare of mankind,
[t d14 find it necessary to meke e sharp distinction between the Catholic religlon and
:he political power exercised by the Roman Cathelic heirarchy for its own imstitutioral
pnde . )

The various denominations, each upon ite own initlative, and oftentimes rsgrettably
vithout thoughtful regard for the valus of concerted action, have euccesslvely volced
heir unequivocal disepproval of the natiomal drift and sounded the call for correcticn
pf it.

Northern Baptiste, in e lengthy resolution, specifically condemned the Vatlcan
ippointwent end the 1547 Supreme Ccurt decislon which sustained the New Jersey legls-
hature in autherizing public tax money for the tranepcrtation of Catholic children to
sarcchia) schocla. At the same time Southern Baptists were relterating thelr ort-
»xpresped demand that Myron C, Taylor be receiled from the Vatican and that pending
»ducation bille in Congress offering federsl ald to church gcheols, be smended so aa

o exclude such sectarian eid. Fcrmer Governor Berold E. Staseen of Minnesote, a

fellow Raptist and & candidate fer the Presldency of the United States, upon being in-
rited to address Southern Beptlets meeting in St, Louis, tcok iseue with his Southern
brethrern, demurring at their repeated demands; and he luter sent a six hundred word
telegram to his Northern Baptlst brethren meeting in Atlantic City, even protesting

their right critically to review the five-to-four decielon of the United States Suprene
Jourt in the New Jerssy bus case. Plainly he did not convert any in oither Convention to
hls viewpoint. Stoutly dissenting from him, E, Hilton Jackson, Chairman of the Joint
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Conference Committes «on Public Relatlons for the Baptiets of the United States, North o
and South, white end colored, representing a total of more than fourteen million membe
answered the candidete's amazing argumente agalnst eny cne'a revieving the Supreme Oc
decision adveraely. His demolishing articls which appeared firet in The Chrletien C
wap afterwerd widely copied. The Beptiste felt peculiarly eggrieved that one of theim,
number in seeking the highest office in the land should aepparently meke & studied bid &
the Catholic bloc of votes. It could only backfire. Subsequently Mr, Staseen oublioly

admitted to members of his party that his dellverances injured hie campaign, i

Congregational-Christian utterance has been restrained, having sensed the inadvis-
pbility of reviving any semblance of former movements in America which could with any
degree of justice be charecterized as bigoted or intolerant. These churches, however,
felt they must mekec emphatic protest egainst an envoy et the Vatican and were 1n no wiee
to be appeased with the promiee of early recell, "If the President is dispcsed to honor
the netional ideel, Mr. Taylor will not continus cne doy longer in Rome", they procleimed
on the housetops. They found it difficult to belleve that the Rcman Cathollcs vho had
been ¥he reciplents of so many considerations st the hands of America ehould even wioh to
be accorded & singled-out, privileged position among the churches., While standing for
federal eid to the public echools, they insisted that under no gulse must public tax aid

be extended to ¢church schools,

Disciples of Chrigt, in their action on tals matter, stated the case most admirably
"We place on record our unelterable oppcsition to anmy pclicy of practice by the federel
goverpment or ite executive officers which, whethsr formelly or informally, creates a hom
of comnection between the government of the United States and eny church end thus bae the
effect of enhancing prestlge and power of one church to the disparagement of all others,"

.

A solemn word of warning ceme from the Nationel Associction of Evengelicals, uweet-
ing in Omaha in April, 1947: "This United States - Vatican reletionship is already be-
ginnipg to fen the flames of intolerance and bigotry and will inevitably result in the
Intreoduction of the religiocus Issue into American politics..... Wo urgently request that
the Presidant terminate forthwith thie intolereble unAmerican relationship,”

The Evengelical and Reformed Church could not content 1toelf with an action on the
part of the General Symod; but welccmed the wideopread reeponse of its local congrege-
tions in urequivccal indorsement of the officilal attitude of their Church ae a whols.

The Evengelical United Brethren, now one of the largeet church groups in the entire
country, emphatically drew back frcm the tendency of America to drift into acceptanie of
the age-old policy of union of church and state as advocated by the Catholics.

The Methcdist Blshop's Cocuncll in May 1647 arreeted the attenmtion of reesders of
the dally prese throughout the couniry with their vigorous manifesto. "We are awere of
the deniala of religious liberty in many ccountrles where government, at the inalstence
of the Roman Catholic heirarchy, hes passed legieletion seriously limiting the freeodcm
of other religious bodies." The bishops cited the lamentable siltuation in Argentina
where the law ncw requires the teaching of tHe Roman Catholic religion even in Protestant
Churches. "Are cur Roman Catholic brothers, with whem we desire the friendliest of rela-
tions and for whem we demand the same religicus liberty we insist upon for ouraelves, to
pueh their derends so far that we must, in self-defense, take steps that will protect
our liberties and those of our childreni"”

The conservative Frasbyteriens Tound following their 1G47 declaretion, conaistent
vith thelr utterarces since 1788 on thie subject, that the requests for COpiea were 80
numerows es that the Stated Clerk could not aupply thom,




The Protesbent Npisoopal Chwroh, through its Naticmal Council, gave out advice to
bishops, cheirmen of dicossan dspertments of eccisl relatioms, officers of women's
xiliaries, other lsaders, and all ocamittes members that the Churod reaffirmed 1ts sup-
rt of the Amsrioan prinoiple of serawation of church and state and opposition to the
plication of publio funds for sectarian purposes, as bus fares and text books.

No more aotive ochurolmen in the interest of religious 1iberty live in America than
Seventh Day Adventists. Thoy pray for it bere and for it 1in all lands, and they give '
4 labor incessantly for it, Their letter to the President urging the recall of Myron
ylor ae personal representative is a model of ocurtesy, loglic and consistency..

Perhaps the most extended and ardent contemporary oxpression on this subject wvme
pplied by the Americean Unitarian Association in its 121st amnuval mweting, For convirnc-
g exposition of the prinoiple of separation of church apd stats, with freedom =f re- ‘
gion, it le unsurpassed., The reeolution adopted in the 122nd session deals more speti-
celly with tax support of non-public echools but 1s just as unequivocal,

AB would be expected the same sentimente are ebared by and fully expressed by the
noral Avsenbly of the Univeresaliet Church in America. It calls the Vatican anbassadope ’
ip an "extra-legal offioce.”

The Lutheran Pastorel Conference of Grsater Cimcimnmati (Missouri Synod) in e pub- |
shed statement June 9, 1947 mnent the shameful Catholic procedure im the North College
11 dispute in that oity declared: "Almoet from ite beginning in this country the

heran Churoh has maintainsd parochdal schoole. Never at any time has 1t asked for
her federal, state or county aid in matnteining these echools, The granting of suoch
de 1e, in our estimation, a violation of the Firet Amendment to the Oonstitution of
» United States."

CABES PENDING

<
The Supreme Court of the United Statee hae been regueeted to affirm that a public
hool must pay for the transportation of pupile to Roman Cathclic parochial echools -
pe growing out of the refusal of the Township School Board of Kennett Square, Penna,,
tranaport a daughter of Paul Ccomnell to a parochial achool,

The United States Supreme Court ie called upon to decide whether religious teaching
¥ be conduoted in the Gary public schoole by teachers employed by the churches.

New Jersey's oonstitutional Convention by a vote of 50 to 28 incorporated a cleuse
mitting the State Legislature to appropriate public funde for the transportation of
fldren to non-public nchools -~ will 1t be ratified?

8t11] pending in Cox;greaa , to be dealt with on reassembling, are the various educa-

onal bille providing for federal aid to the public schools, with extension of eld under
tain conditions to church achools - potably the Taft-Alken Bill, S, 472,

* * *

OFFICE ACTIVITIES

In response to commendations made by we we have received notice from the Chief of
plaine of the War Department that several surplus propertiee have been allocated to
ti1st Churches and inetitutions on basis of regular purchase price conditions.
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The Executive Setretary will address annual etete mestinga of the Paptistas in K
York, Pennaxlvania, Virginia end elsevhere, but he has had to decline many invitatioms
1n ordsr to meet the pressing duties of the office,

A proper coptect with various interesto, ae the United Nations and eignifiocant
pationnal mcvements heading up in Wumhington ccmmitteee, neceesitates the employment of
wany hours on the vart of the Executive in addition to regular routines in this office,
Theee need not be enumerated here but it will be underetood that the denomination is ene:
titled to ehars, and fe obligated to share 1n auitable waye with such.

* - -

WELCOME, BAFTIST WORLD ALLIANCE HEADQUARTERS

On October 8, following the meeting of the Joimt Conference Committee on the pre-
ceding day, the Executive Committee of the Baptist World Alliance will oonvene 1n Wagh-
ington, On the evenicg of the Tth, e mees meeting in welcome of the establishment of
headquarters of the World Alliance in Weehington, D, C. will be held in the ¥irat Paptiet
Church at which Dr, C. Oacar Johneon, the now President of the Alliance will epeak elong
with others, The President of the Unitel States and all Baptiast members of Congrese have
been invited to attend.

The remcvel of headquarters from London to Weshington was declded by the Tth Bapt
World Congrose meeting in Copephagen July 30 - August 3. An awuxiliery office will be
conducted in London, an arrangement quite necessary because of the Baptist partiocipation
in rellef in stricken Furopean countries. There 1s herdly any demurrage on the part of
Furcpeans to this odbw set-up elnce it appeare appropriate for the headquarters to be in
Americe whers the officers ncw reeide and in the country which must give eo much of lesd-
erghip to the rest of the world, particulerly in a country where the majority of the
Baptiets reaide. There will never be, however, any lack of appreciation of the great
service rendered by London Baptiats where from the beginning the office hes been c¢onduct-
ed., It 1s hoped also that the Golden Anniversary of the Baptist World Alliance will be
the Winth Baptist Congrees acheduled to be held in London. Meeuwhile, American Paptists

will strive to prove worthy of the honor which hap come to them 1n the poesessicn of the
office in Washington,




