New Addreses -- 1628 16th Street, N, VW,
Fobruary 12, 1948,

PROTESTANTS AND OTHER AMERICANS UNITED

Following careful conferences of leading churchmen, gathersd from all sections of
he United States, PROTESTANTS AND OTHER AMERICANS UNITED FOR SFPARATION OF CHURCH AND
ATE has come into belng. The first coneultation took place in the Nationel Baptist
porial Church, Mey 15, 1947, at the call of the Baptist Joint Confersnce Committeo's
scutive Secretary. The proposal there received indorsement, und a second coneulta-
on, much larger in representation, wae held in tho Celvery Baptiet Church, Washington,
b October 13, 1947, An adjourned eeesion was conducted in the Methodist Temple,

cago, November 20, 1947, at which time organization was voted and officers chosen
followe:

President, Edwin McNelll Poteat, Preeldent Colgate-Rochester Divinity School
Vico-Presldente: John A, Mackay, Preeidont Princeton Theclogical Seminary;

Bishop G. Bromley, Oxnam, New York; Charles Clayton Morrieon,
Former Editor The Christien Century.

Recording Secretary, J. M, Dawson, Washington, D. C.

Treasurer, £, H. DeGroot, Jr., Washington, D. C.

Tﬁe officers and nine othere were named as an Exscutive Committee, and & Nationel
sory Council of one hundred and twenty-five was authorized.

On January 12, A Manifesto, signed by the Prosident, the three Vice-Prosldents

)i Dr. Loule D. Newton, President of the Southern Baptist Conventlon, was released to
e progs of the Naticn. Notwithetanding ite great length, ccnelsting of fourteen
pewritten pages, many publicatione, notably the Now Ycrk Times, The Chrietian

ience Monitor, The Churchmen, The Christian Century, carried every word of 1t. Ac-
rding to Dr. Clyde Miller of Columbia University, University Teacher'. Collegs, it
ceived the greatest Nationwide press coverage of any religious newa event within the
ot quarter of a century. Immedlately hundreds of letters to headquarters begen to
ur in from ell parts of the ccuntry, offering morel support and contelning gererous

tributions in money. It 1s believed now by the orficers that the full $100,000
eded for the firet year's operatione can be secured. A first edition of 100,000
piee of the Menifeeto hme been printed, and it 1s expected to run Intc a circulation
ceeding a million. It ie expected that mighty maee mestings, such as the one in the
eat Municipal Auditorium, San Antionlo, Texae, to be held Merch 21, &and sponsored by
e Baptist Churches of that city, to which the Baptist Public Relations Secretary hae
en lnvited to speak, will be held all over the ccuntry, with a view to informing the
ople. Legal asmistance will be extended local hot-spots, liks that in New Mexico.

program of action 18 coutemplated.
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X INVESTIGATION IN NEW MRXICO
Upon requost of Dr. J, B. Rounds, Superintendent of Indian work for the Bou
- - Baptiet- Convention, the Public Relations Secretary went to New Nexico for oonf
' f{myolving the freedom of religion 1 the pueblos, a vieit which extended cver the
‘'ond, February 8. BHe met our miesionaries, and with many of the Indiens at the In
" Center in Albuguerque, where he heard numercus complainta of religious diaorimin
even of percecution, inflicted by ths Roman Cetholice. Theee ccmplaints will be
to writing end sworn to., Couneel was offered as to governmental cont&cte and prooedw
The Secretary spoke to an asudience of Indien bellevers, addressed the government's
Indian high schocl, end attended & westing of nineteen tribal governors. He apent two
daye 1n the ptets cepltal at Santa Fe in important conferences about public school e
ters, and in connection with the celebratlion of the vieit of the Freedom Trein thers,
preached on religious liberty in the First Beptist-Church, which he organized in 1917,
He also preached in the strong Firet Church, Albuquerque, returning by plane Sunday

night,

:)

* . -

NEW MEXTICO S5CHBOCL SITUATTION

Tacidsntal to a denvminational vislt to New Mexlico, the Public Relations Secrete
made & seerching inquiry inte the public-parochiasl school eltuation at Dixon, charac-
terlstic of twenty cdd other places in that state. He did this at the request of
PRCTESTANTS AND CTHER AMERICANS UNITED FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCE AND STATE, Despite s
clear, explicit statute among the laws of New Mexico upholding separeation of church_
and atate, almwost incredible violatliona are occurring there under the aagyﬂ!liﬁﬁ’of\
the Roman Cetholic Church, ccndened or tolerated by the atate's officliels. Schoole
which sre llsted in the church's recorda as parochiasl schoole are entirely supported
by public taxaticn. 1In many of them textbocka pertaining to the Catholic falth are
pald for out of tax funde. Catholic editiona of secular textbookse for public achocls
are paid for by the state, Garbed nuns aend prieete are the teechers. Religlous inaig
nla deccrate the walls of the school roome, Protestant children are graded on the
catechiem and punished ror feilure to attend maes. Many other practices on the same
order wers reported. Steps are being taken to reform theee conditione.

INQUIRY IN CINCINNATI

Accapting an Invitaticn to speond a week-end at the Univereity of Cincinnati,
preachirg ard lecturing in the University Chrietian Mission, the Public Felations
Secratary will utliize the visit to the Ohlo city to make diligent inguiry into condi-

tions there involving the guestion of separation of church and state. A rocent edito
ial in the 5t. Louis Poet-Diepatch sald:

"Thcas whe think this lssus of posslble sectarian division 1s of 1little conse-
quence need to know the herrcwing expsrience of Horth College H1ll, Ohio, a suburb of
Cincinrati, In thie cnce pleasant tcwn of 7500, Cetholic and Prctestant lines were
drawn on auppcrt ¢f scheole end & parochlal echool was in and out of the public achool
syotom depending on which greup hed three of five seats on the echool board, The ten-
sions, animosities ard jll-advised acte were such that the executive ccmmittees of the
National end “hio Educaticn Assoclations at one time described the North College Hill

syetem as 'cre In which no yrofessional teacher can carry on his work efficlently and
happily.!
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*If North College Hill 1s not to be 'a pre-viow of divided America’, s one writer
¢ described it, this dlsturbing tendency will have to be halted. Roman Catholice,
otestants, Jews and others will have to join in greater number than ever before in a

mon effort to protect the religious fresdom of all from the involvements, and hence
ye regulstions, of state,” ’

* » *

INVASION OF NEW ENGLAND

On the week-end of February 20-23, the Public Reletions Secretary will on Friday

vening address the Baptiet students in Yale Divinity School, on Sundey preach twice

Dudley Street Baptlet Church, Bostcn; on Monday morning speak to the Baptist pastors
f Boston; and on Tuesday addresa a convocation of the Andover-Newton Theological
swinary. The occaelon for this invasion is to discuse the 1gsues of church and stete
ith which the Joint Conference Committee 1is concerned. There 1s much evidence to

ow the interest of New England in theee mattere 1s more keen then in any other sec-
jon of the Nation, This 18 not to suggeet, howsver, that interest is lacking else-
ere, for the people are becoming aroused from coast to coaont,

* * *

REPORTS AT SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING

At the semi-annuel meeting on February 17, the following reports will be submitted
o the Jeint Conferenco Committee: -
1. Executive Compittee, E. Hilton Jackson, Chairman: The Committee's brief
before the Supreme Court in the Champaign, Illinols cese.

2. Treesurer's Report and Audit, W. W, Everett

3. Forelgn Affairs, M. T. Rgnkin, Chairman; Dieplaced Persons; European
Recovery.

4, Domestic Mattere, E. H. Pruden, Chairman: UMI and Educetional Bills
in Congrees.

5. Religious Liberty, E. B. Willingham, Chairman: The Internaticnal B1ll
of Rights; Protestents and Other Americans United For The Separation
of Church and State.

. 6. Cooperation, J. C. Eazen, Chatrmen: The Conventions and the Budget;
b The Joint Conference Committee'e report to the Conventlone.

7. The Executive Secretary's Report: Activitiee end Recommendations.

In connection with this meeting a breakrast at the Hotel Mayrlower will Yde ar-
anged on Tuesday morning at a joilnt conference between representatives of the Worth-
i r*. Baptist Convention'e Councll on Christisn Soclel Progress and ropresentativea of
he Joint Conference Committea, Barold Husted, acting as Chalrman, and report of find-
y@nge vill be submitted to the full Joint Conference Committee.

Tt ig felt that the meeting, with these reports, will prcve the moet significent

Ince crgenization.
. ¢ "
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FIRST MEETING IN THE BAPTIST BUILDIRG

The semi-annual meeting of the Joint Conference Committee, February 17, 1948,
marks the first such meeting to be held in the new office. It 18 likely that hem
will fesl that thie office, which has never been outritted but hes existed with bo
rowed property, (graciously allowed by tho office of the Baptist Convention of the
District of Columbia) should now be aultably furniehed. It will be noted that our
office 1s on the fourth floor, in a sulte of three slegant roome. An elevator hes
bveen ordered, and when installed will meke this suite moat desireble. We feel that
a moet significent step was taken, when the Diatrict Conventiomn, the Baptiet World
Alliance, and the Joint Conference Committee were housed in this beautiful building
on "The Street of the Churches", Paptist prestige in the National Cepital has un-
doudbtedly risen to & new high, Come to sse ue at 1628 Sixteenth Street, Northwest.

RETIREIENT OF TREASURER EVERETT

¥r, W. U, Everett, Chelrmen of the Northern Baptist Convention's Joint Confer-
ence Cemmittee group, who has for a number of years served us most hslpfully, is re-
tiring from the menegement of the Woodward esnd Lothrop Department Store in Washington
and from all business employments. Ho has offered his resignation es our Treasgurer,
This honored mexber of the Calvary Baptist Church, Washington, hes richly merited the
bhigh esteem of his colleagues on this Coumittee., They have deeply appreciated his
efficlent attention of our businese affeirs, and profoundly regret to loese him from
this important service, but hope Tor his continued work se & member of the Joint Beg-
ference Ccmmittee, The minietry of eble laymen has always beon cherished Ay this
Committee, and thelr membership on it will doubtless alweys be sought,

- - .

INTERNATIONAL BILL OF RIGHTS

As 1s perhaps well known, the Ccmmiseion cn Bumen Righte acting for the United
Netions, is now engaged in drefting an Iaternetional Bill of Rights to be submitted
for adortion by the General Assembly of the United Nations. Dr. Stanley I. Stuber,
of our Joint Corderence Committee, is Chairmen of the Commission on World Crusade for
Religious Liberty, appointed by the Baptist World Alliance in Copenhagen, Dr. E. B.
Willingham is Chairman of the Joint Conference Committee subcermittee on Religious
Liberty. Both havo recently mede known to Mrs, Eleanor Roogevelt, Chairmen of thse
United Netlan's Commiselon on Human Righte, Baptist 1deas of what should be included
in the article guaranteeing religious liberty.

. . .
AT LENGTE "THIS FREELOM NOW"

As heretofore steted in these reges, the Public Relations Secretary, at the re-
quest of one of ths rarticipating Conventions and upon & rlsing demand, hae prepared
the manuscript for e volure to be entitled THIS FREEDOM NCW. C(Circumstances have de-
layed ths publication up to this tire, perhaps fortunately, for developmente in the
meantime have called for the writing of additional chapters end events have occurred
to make the book far more pertinent then at firet anticipated. Arrangementes have now

been perfected vhereby the book, which will contain approximatel b
will be printed in a Jarge initial edition, PP ely two bundred pages,




