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SIGNIFICANT MEETING OF THE JOINT CONFERENCE
COMMITTEE SEPTEMBER 29

The semi-ennual session on this date proved to be the mcet suetained in interest,
united in voting, and satiefactory in the progressive development of the Joint Conference
Committes on Public Relationms which it has yet held. It was well attended and continued
throughout the day. Blsevhere highlighte of the Executive Secretary's report ere indi-
cated. The feature of this mesting which evoked the deepest concern was the reporte from
the various aubcommittees: Religioue Liberty, E. B, Willingham, Chalrman; World Situa-
tions, Dr. M. T. Rankin, Chairman; Domeetic Situatione, Dr. E, H, Pruden, Chairman;

Cooperation, Dr, J, C, Hazen, Chalrman. Some extracte are given from these several re-

ports in another place,

4

The Committes on Domestic Situations was asked to give further conaiderpti;; to the
draft legislation and such releted problems as to the etatus of conecientious objectors
and other aapecte of religious liberty, and report at the February meeting. EThe Execu-
tive Secretary was inetructed to renew approachee on behalf of the Joint Conference Come
mittee to all other Baptiet bodies in the United Statee inviting them to participate in
the work of the Committee, in an effort to be thoroughly representative in actiona on be-
half of all the Baptiste of the United States, Solicitude aleo wea felt for a larger
participation by the Negro Baptiste of both National Conventions. Dr. Dawson reported
enthusiastically his ettendance upon the mesting of the Netional Baptist Convention, In-
corporeted, in Houston, Texgse, where scme 15,000 Negroee were present, and the cordiel
reception glven his addrees. The Committee was authorized to extend its full cooperation
with the Baptist World Alliance in behalf of the movement by Baptiste in Spain to obtain
from the government larger religious liberty.

* * *

RIGHLIGHTS IN EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S REPORT

The following qQuotations are teken from the report from the Executive Secretary,
Dr. J, M. Daweon, offered September 29, at the Joint Conference Committee seml-annual
peseion:

"1, Protestants and Other Americans United for Separation of Church and State.
Having instituted this organization, it became necessary for us to direct it until e
puitable executive officer could be chosen., Accordingly your Executive Secretary eerved,
wvithout pay from POAU, until September 1, when Dean Glenn Archer of the Washburn Univer-
sity Lew Scheol tocok over., Except for the work of POAU's Treaseurer in his office, @k
Colorado Building, all the activitiee of the organization were carried on in our suite of
offices., This lnvolved supervising an office secretary, several stenographere end mail-
ing clerke; holding conferencee with interested parties; preparing lmportant literature;
and responding to numerous requeats for addreeses. Omr treasurer's report will shcw thet
“POAU reimbursed us for actual expsnditures, and by assuming coet of certain office fur-
nishinge paid .an equivalent ofe Juet rent. I am happy to polnt out that POAU hes met
with a most gratifying receptlon from the Americean public and is apparently realizing
its objectives in a commanding waey."

"2. Meetings with the Susteining Conventions. The Northern Convention in Milwau-
kes and the Southern Convention in Memphis in connection with programs invited the Secre-
tary to present the work of the Committee, the latter Conventlon In addition setting a-
part an howr for an &addrees on religlous liberty by Dr. Walter Pope Binne, chairman of
the Southerm rPublic Relatione group. For the first time the National Beptist Convention
Incorporeted, invited the Sscretary to address its eannual eession, paying his travel
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oxpenses to and from Houston, Texasd. The meeting was in the Sam Houeton Coliseum and at-
tended by & reported 15,000 meesengers. The Secretary did not find it possible to go to
Oakland, California to the meeting of the Nationel Baptist Convention of America which
wae held the sams week,”

A Enlarged Litersture Provigions. From the inception of the Committes, the crea-
tion and circulation of suitable arnd adequate literature bearing apecifically on our work
and objectives hes been mandatory. If thile bad not been envisloned, the demandea both
from our Baptist constituency and the general public would have made the need obvious,
Fortunately during the paet several monthe the Committee has been able to supply thie with
only a slight increase in expenditures. The iteme include the following: (1) edditional
coples of Report From The Capital, to eatiafy the rising call, (2} publicetion of the
Secretary's book, oeparate Church and State Now, which came off the prese September 8, end
hee already had at this early aate B very enﬁaﬁraging reception by the press and readers.
«..(3) The Committee has published 1n booklet form the notable addrese on religious liber-
ty delivered by Dr. Binne at Memphis, on which the Southern Baptiet Sundey School Board
pald half the cost, and for which there have been requeste. (4) From time to time we have
sent out lerge numbers of mimeographed copies of pertinent papers, such as that of X.
Hilton Jackson's, entitled, 'Some Basic Misconceptions About the Champaign Casee'",

"L, Participstion in Internationsl Matters. Although mcst organizetions like ours
sent representatives, In the absence of authorization from the Committee, the Executive
Secreteary did not feel warranted in attending either the World Council of Churches in
Amsterdem cor the United Netions Aseembly in Pariam., We should like to report, however,
that we have worked helpfully we trust with many interfaith end non-governmental orgeniza-
tione throughout the ysar, perticulerly in confersncee invited by the Department of State.
¥We acknowledge a deep intereet in the United Nations and in the various agenclee of 1its
Soclal end Economic Council, such ae the Commlesion on Bumen Rights, a part of whose task
it le to present recommendeticne concerning reiigioue liberty tc be adopted by the General
Assembly in Paris. We especially commend to our people the effort of coopersting groups
to observe October 17-2k as United Nations Week, culminating in 'mitad Nations Sundey,
October 2k,"

"5. Projection For Year Ahead. As we turn to another year, 1t mey be remarked that
it is impossible to predict what issues may confront us or whet taske in service await us.
We know they will not be elight, that they will be fraught with real meaning to our Bep-
tist people and unquestionably to others. Among other projections, the office will under-
take to conduct a thorough research into the religicus situation in Washington, D, C,, to
ascertalin end meke available the facte as to the actual church merbership of all faiths,
together with the nature and velue of their holding, the inetftutions and ¢rganizations
meinteined by eech; the religious faith of members of Congress and various departmente of
the government, and such other information as will meet requeste conetantly received and
enable us t. make intelligent contects.”

* * *

IS THERE POSSIBILITY OF A CATHOLIC ARMY?

Under the head of a report from the “cmmittes on Domeetic Situatione, Dr. K. H.
Pruder, Chairman, called attention to a newa story carried by the New York Times or, July
17, 1€, which seld an "officer candidate achool” tu trein men in the fight egainst
Jemmunism would be established In washington et the headquarters of the Catholic Var
Veterans, Acccrding to the Times, experts from the Army, Navy, and cther Government
Depertments, would be supplied in the crganizatlcn and treining of thia "army”.




- b a

Immediately we leerned of letters going from people of prominence to Preeident
Truman protesting thet "whatever ite stited purpose, such an army, once it had been allow-
ed to form, might be turned to undeclared eims”, One letter from a well known man in New
York called attention to the fact that this "army" would be "under auepices of a group at
leaet indirectly associasted with a foreign power, the Vatican State, and that the world
politicel program of that forelgn power rather than the welfars of the United States of
Americe would be the objective of the privete army'". Hence the correspondent urged the
President to "dlseoclaete the armed forces of the United States and all Govermment Depart-
mente from any connection whatecever with thise possible subvereive activity."

A letter to our office from a leading woman in Oklahoma City inclceed copy of a
letter she bad sddressed to Generel Eisenhower in anceppeal that he point out the posaible
einieter meaning of this movement. She described it as an sffort to set up "a sectarian

military school." A y,
/

Dr. Pruden, ss reported in the preee, declared that the "idea of a Catholic,&xmw/waa
repugnant to all who cherieh the ldeels of religious freedom and civil libortgps

At once Anthony H, Forbes, National Commander of the Catholic Wer Vate#ana, replied
in en Assoclated Press statement that Baptists fears were "abeurd", and he npught to
minimize the size and significance of the Catholic "ermy".

But the matter will not down guite thet emeily. Those well acquainted with condl-
tione in other parts of the world understand under what pretexts private armies are or-
ganized and how dangerous lialsons between churchee and governmente may be in the area of
politice. We warn that we have not hearl the lest of the Catholic War Veterans whoss
agbitions have prompted applications for even closer suthorizations from the Government.

* » *
FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TO THE MAXIMUM

(The following wes unenimouely adopted by the Joint Conferetice Committee in ite
seeeion September 29, In addition, Dr, J. M. Dawson wes requested by formal vote to pre-
pare puiteble articles for the press expreasive of theee convictions.)

We are meeting in the midet of Religious Education Week, an observance throughout
the United States and Canada, commended by both President Trumen and Governor Dewey, and
the object of great concern to our churchee. This Committee sende forth s ringing appeal
to all Baptists not only to recognize the lmportance of stressing religlous educetion
during this week's obeervance but of riseing to an unprecedented effort continuously to
promote religious education to the meximum in the churches, in the home, mand in all our
educational systems wherever consietent with the Conetitution as interpreted by the
Supreme Court,

Our Committee's efforts to oust aectarien influences from the public sechools and to
meintain the American Constitutionel principle of seppration between church end state as
+he bulwark of religicue liberty must not be construed aes indifference to religious in-
etruction and tralnipg.

It 18 the position of this office that the Supreme Court decieion, startling se it
may have seemed to same, constituted a distinct chellenge to the people of America to
awvake to the fact that & mere two million released time pupile out of thirty million
echool children in the public echocls could not possibly meset the demand for religiocus
instruction. The utterly inadequate provieions for religiocue instruction in the public
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echools, under whatever form, espscially as utilized by our Protestant people who comsti-
tute a minority of thoee patronizing released time, call for & vigorcus arouesl to the
neceesity for a& vastly increased effort through the God-eppointed agencies of the home
and the church, The Supreme Court decision, whatever ite effact on religious instruction
for all the pecple, only serves to summon the religilous forces of the country to fulfill
thelr epecific teesk.

The palpable drift toward esculeriem in our land, together with the omincue threat
of Communiem with ite athelem, tremendously accent the call to a free church in e free
state to make sure that America etrengthens ite hold upon the religious element in our
culture.

- - -
DR. RANKIN ON TWO FOES TO RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

In hie report on World Situatione, brought to the Joint Conference Comittee in its
September seeeion, Dr. M. T. Rankin, Secretery of the Southern Beptist Foreign Miseicn
Board, asserted that following his recent extended travele in Burops he falt convinced that
thkx two great foes to religious liberty at the present are communiem and clericaliem,.

His view wae confirmed by Dr. Stanley I, Stuber, a Joint Conference Committse mem-
ber and Cheirmen of the Baptiet World Alliance Commieeion on Crusede for Religlious Free-
dom. From Paris, where he wae detained in his studiee cof Furope, Dr. Stuber wrote:

"The battle for religious freedom can be lost - either to the Roman Catholics or to
the Communiste - unless we are ready to battle for our fundamentel principles of indivi-~
dusl 1liberty. T thank God T em a Baptist in an hour like thie."

Dr., Renkin explained that in “clericallem" he distinguished scmsthing different
from Catholiclem &8s euch, He meant the political controls sought by the hierarchy rather
than the attitudes held by simple Catholic bellevera, He asmerted that stoutly as he com-
bats Communism's denlal of freedoms, he would have to concede that there 18 more liberty
in religicus practices in the Ruesian satellite countries then in Catholic Spain. He
etood for the Marshall plen, but lamented that 1t wae t1ed up 8o closely with melintaining
Roman Catholic¢ regimes in Europe. Many Protestente in Itely, vehemently denying that they
wore Communists, voted againet the so-called Chrietlan Democratic ticket, becauss they in-
elsted as between Catholic reetrictione on religilous freedom end Communist edministration
they would rather rlek the latter then the former,

It gives cause for thought to read in & United Preas dispatch from Rome, as we
write this, that the Pope hes bidden hie followers to "develop in the souls of children
and young people the hieraerchical epirit.” The hierarchical spirit! On cpening the morn-
ing mail we read confidential appeale made to the Itelian Ambasesador in Washington against
new and dire persecution directed by the Catholice egainast religious minorities in Italy
under the animue of the hierarchicel spirit.

- * *

. WHAT CAN WE EXPECT ABOUT THE AMBASSADOR TO THE VATICAN?

In his report submitted to the September seseion of the Joint Conference Committes,
the Chairman of the Committee on Religious Liberty, Dr. E, B, Willingbem, strongly urged
prayers for the United Nations Aesembly in Parie, particularly for the edoption of the
recommendations of the Commieslon on Humen Rights, containing en International Bill of
Rights with erticlee specifying provisions for religioue liberty,
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Dr. Willingham quoted & releass from Dr. W, B, Lipphard as president of the Asso-
ciated Church Press, which gave answers to what is the pogition of presidential ceandi-
dates 1in reference to the withdravnl of Myron C. Taylor from the Vatican. Lareton D.
Ferrar, a Washington correapondont indicated in hie dlepatches full egreement with Dr,
Lipphard's findinge, to the effect that President Truman stood pat on his announced plan
to retain Taylor until after the peacs treaties are eigned, Governor Dewey avoided any
commitment ag to what he would do, and Henry Wallace affirmed oppogition to retaining any
ambagsadorial representetive at the Vatican on the grounde that such an arrangement is in
viclation of ocur Constituticnal policy and principle of separation betwsen church and
state.

* * *

CONSIDERATIONS WHICH WARRANT THE ATTENTION OF
POLITICAL CANDIDATES

Bvidences multliply to prove that the American public ie taking a keen intersst - an /
unprecedented interest - in the meintenence of our historic principle of separation be-
tween church end stete. A Supreme Court Justice hae asserted that our country has etakéd
its very existence on the maintenance of thie principle., The subject has lately occupied
more space in the press than during any similar periocd within the past twenty- 3369 Yyears.
The principle is the basis and guarantes of religlous liberty for ell, even of gcod will
emxong &ll the secte which now enjoy equal righte under the Conatitution.

Protestant Churchee heve uniformly paseed resclutions 1ip thelr nationnl meetings
valling loudly upon the President end the Congrese to sustain the principle, in the with-
drawal of Myron C. Taylor as ambaseador from the Vatican and withholding of public fundse
from secterian inmstitutions. Such infringements of the principle, with added threatened
encroachments upon it, heve Induced millions of Americans to 1ift up & cry of protest,
notably Protestants, the Jewieh Communion, Christlen Scientiete, fraternel ordere such as
the Masone; and, abcve all, those concerned with public education, among them hundreds of
thousands of public echool teachere in respect to education. A strict sdherence to this
principle on the part of the United States also 1o 1te foreign policy le positvely de-
manded, and any departure from it in the present eituation may imperil the peace of the
world. The Joint Conference Committes is not partisen and does not endorse any c¢andidate,
but calls upon every candidate for public office to gtand for the historic Americeniem.

EUROPEAN RECOVERY AND CHURCH RECONSTRUCTION

Recently the Baptist Record, Miseiseippi, carrled the following editorial etatement:
"During our tour of Europe last eummer, we were told that most of the money which hae been
paid by the United States Government for dameges in Italy hes been paid to Catholic church-
es and organizetione, and that very little hed been paid to Protestants,"

This office immediately wrote Mr. Douglae Parmentler in charge of E. C, A. &¢ follows:

"Belonging to & group numbering fourteen million in the United Statses,
whose historic principle hes been separation of church and state, & queation
hes arisen about which I should like to be able to speek with some euthority
to them., The enclosed clipping from The Baptiet Record published in Jeckscn,
Mieslesippi will indicate what I mean, I shell very greatly appraciate some
specific .reply at yowr eerliest convenience."

Mr. Parmentier's reply was ae follows:
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"I am happy to have this opportunity to mrovids you with ecme informa-
tion on the uss of American funde to promote Buropean Recovery,

"The primary purpose of the Economic Cooperation Administration, as out-
1ined by Congress, is to promote industrial and egriculturasl production, fur-
ther the restorstion or maintenance of the soundness of Buropean currencies
and finmnces and to facllitate and stimulats the growvth of international trade
of particlpating countries,

"ECA hes allocated no funde for the rehabilitation or restoration of
church propertlies. No euch requests for funds for thie purpose have been re-
celved by ECA, It 1e the consensue of ECA officiale that 1f such requests
were pubmitted, they would be rejected ee not being within the ecope of ECA

suthority es established by Congress; namely, promoting Buropean economic
Trecovery.

"In regard to the editorial from The Baptiet Record, which you enclosed
from your letter, it ie quite poselble that Rurcpean governments have ello-
cated some of their own funds - not ECA funds - to the rehabilitetion or re-
storation of church properties. BHowever, any such action as thie on the part
of European governments would be completely cutside the jurisdiction of the
mA.il

* * *

THE NEW MEXICO PUBLIC SCHOOLS COMMITTEE SUITS

E. Hilton Jackeon, Chairman of the Jolnt Conference Committee on Public Relations,
hae retwrned from Santa Fe, New Mexico, where the triel of euits instituted by the Dixon,
New Mexico Citlzens Committee againet violatore of the principle of separation of church
and state 18 In progreess. He reportes that satiefactory progrese ie being mede, and ie
confident that the defendere of our conatitutional principles will win, even though thers
might be some eppeals. He urgee that supporters of this veliant effort to maintain both
the conetitution of New Mexico and the first amendment to the United Statee Constitution
send contributions to the Dixon School Committes headed by Mrs. Lydle C. Zellers, Box 45,
Dixon, New Mexico. The reepcnes has been encouraging from over the nation, but not suf-
ficlent to sustaln the exhaustiva, expensive and prolonged euite which involve some 375
defendante and require vast work in connection with necesesary papers and testimony. We
Join him in the friendly suggestion that the Dixon School Committee have the generous
sympathetlic cooperation of friends throughout the country. October 8 dispatches annocunce

the triel Jjudge has declded in our favor,
* * *

PLYMOUTH, ENGLAND BAPTISTS TRYING TO REBUILD CALL ON
AMERICAN PLYMOQUTHS

Sometime ago Pastor H. D. Rilllard of the George Street Baptist Church, Plymouth,
England, wrote a lotter to President Trumen suggesting that in thelr effort to rebuild
they would appreciste any aid from those dwelling in the twenty-eight American communities
named after the Fnglish city of Plymouth., The letter was referred to the Department of
State and found its way to our office, whereupon we wrote that we ahould be pleasged to
contact interested persons and orgenizamtione in an effort to comply with the appeal, A
releage was given to the press which found its way into many newspapera and some re-
sponeas have already besn made.
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The Plymouth, England, George Street Baptist Church was founded 1n 1620, sbout the
pame time as the Pilgrim Fethere sailed from Plymouth. The church has had an honorable
history. Ite beautiful building erected 1n 18L5 vae bombed to deetruction during the re-
cent war, It ie hoped that friends will send offerings of goodwill to thie church to the
Baptist World Alliance Committes, 1628 Sixteenth Street, Northwest, Waehington, D. C.

Wo are able to furnish a very readable illustrated brochure concerning the church, A
lotter from Dr. Ieaac Higginbotham, General Secretary for the Maseachueetts' Baptiaste,
saye he thinks mpany people in hie state will be intereeted in meking token contributions,

* * L ]

DATE FIXED FOR NEXT MEETING OF JOINT CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

The next meeting of the Joint Conference Committee will be held at 9:30 a.m., Febru-
ar¥ 8, 1949 in the RBaptist Building, Washington, D, C. At thie meeting the committes on
congtitution and by-lewe, aleo charged with nominations for officere and committees, will
report. The ccmmittee conelste of J. C. Hazen, E. A, Fuller, E, H. Pruden, Stanley I.
Stuber end W, O, Carver. Pending their report the present officers were requested to con-
tinue. They are: E, H, Jackeon, Cheirman; W. B. Lippheard, Recording Secretary; and
E. H. DeGroot, Jr., Tresasurer.

* * &+

ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION ACCORDED "SEPARATE CHURCH AND STATE NOw" /

Pre-publication and subeequent orders have proved the timsliness of thigfﬁbok by
Dr. J. M, Daweon., Reviswors have also glven it high praiee, as shown in the following:

C. E, Bryant, Publicity Director of the Southern Baptist Exscutive Committee, Nash-
viile: "The volume 1s probably the outstanding contribution in the literary realm to the
caues of religious liberty in thie generation.,”

The Horzace Mann League released a full page in communicetion of the book to all ite
membere. The League's Secretary-General writes: “On my return from e trip to the Virgin
Islande end Puerto Rico, I wieh to write thet what T saw and learned while ¢n Puerto Rico
makes me all the more convinced that your efforte on behalf of keeping church and state
separate are much needed end of the utmost importance.”

The Baptist Courler, S, C.: "It is thoroughly documented...alive, up-to-date and
challenging, Our people need.it.”

, Scottish Rite News Bulletin, Washington, D, C.: '"Catholice, no lese than non-
Catholice, owe 1t to themselvee to read thie book”. In e full pege erticle the Bulletin
urges the volume on its thousands of readere throughout the Nation,

New York Times: "An outspoken manifestc againet any tendency to weaken the provi-
sions of the Conetitution of the United States which safeguard the religious liberty of
individuala and groups.,”

Weshington Evening Star: "Bringe together the arguments for one side in a detailed,
provocative and Intereeting mannmer. Thoee concerned in the prcblem, on either eide, will
want to read carefully Dr. Dawson's work."

The bock mey be had i1n the book storee, or our office will send a copy
prepaid for the price, $2.50,




