February, 1949
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY VERSUS TOLERATION

By Edward B. Willingham, Chairman Joint Conference
Committes on Religious Liberty

Certaln occurrences irn our country impel your Committee on Religiocus Liverty, in
he Interest of historical accuracy and precision of language, to make a public state-
ment B8 to the origin and meening of religiocus liberty in Ambrica.

One such heppening was the entrance of a float in the recent presidential inaugu-
ral parade by the state of Maryland which depicted the Maryland Toleration Act of 1649
se the start end f.undation of religious liberty on these shores. No doubt many emong
the million people who beheld the parade were duly lumpressed with Maryland's represen-
tetion end applauded it. Much to be regretted, aleo, is the constent Roman Catholic
aseertion and publication that Lord Baltimore, & Catholic, in Maryland's Toleration Act
of 1649 brought religious liberty to the new world. With no desire to detract from the
glory of Maryland or diecredit any honor due the Roman Catholice, the interests of
truth end clarity demand that the actual facte should be proclaimed. Why should the
pudlic be mllowed to forget the well-acknowledged fact that 1t wae in the year 1647
that Roger Willlams, a Baptist leader of the time, eastabliehed in Rhode Ielend e govern-
ment which for the first time in &ll history accorded ebeoclute llberty of conscisnce to
all persone, regerdlees of creed? In fact, Williams' political organization in Rhode
Island which provided for seperation of church end state with goul liberty for everyone,
bogan ae early as 1638 and proceeded conslstently until consummation in 16L7, two years
before the Maryland Toleration Act. (See A Eistory of Baptist Churches in the United
States, by A. H, Newmen, pages 74-79). This full religious liberty was vestly superior
to the mere "toleration" proclaimed in Marylend,

A brief examinatlon of etandard historles will shcw that the first Lord Baltimors,
& Roman Catholic, in 1632 obtained from the King of England & charter to establish a
Froprietorship over the area khown as Delaware and Meryland. FRis eldest son, Cecilius,
the Second Lord Baltimore, took over after his father's desth, end found it necessery
under Protestant England to guarantee protection for all persons so long as they be-
lleved in Jesus Christ. Though allcwed--even againat the Englieh Lew--to receive Roman
Catholics, it was soon found that the succees of the colony depended upon the edmission
of Protestant settlers. Father Whyte, a Jesuit prieet, one of the coloniste, wrote that
tle greater number were "heretics", that is, Protestanta, (Records of the English
Province of the Soclety of Jesus, seventh serles, page 364). The body which paased the
Maryland Edict of Toleration consisted of & Protestant governor, eixteen Protestante
end eight Roman Catholica. The Act was induced to ensble the Roman Catholice to wor-
ship publicly, (pee Religious Liberty end The Maryland Toleraticn Act, by Randolph H, |
McKim, Rector of the Church of the Epipbany, Weshington, D. C., pubi?ﬁhed 3n refutat&on
of claims mede by Cardinal Gibbone). Unfortunatcly, the Act only ellowed "tolerance L=
and not complete religious liberty, &s provided for in the cherter of Rhode Island.
The Maryland Toleration Act did not permit Jews, unbellevers, Deiste or Unitarians to
enter the colony, Thie was not full religious liberty.
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According to the renowned church hist:::n;i“l’hinprS;gldé,“ i:n h::t :.-;1:' . ,'
eligious Freedom 88 Showm 1in 0 1
7 ;O%piatuppoaea s governing religion vhioh retains the right £o comtrol th
glous beliefe of individuale and groups, a right whioh RELIGIOUS LIBERTT emphstic J
protests. RELIGIOUS LIBERTY asserts the inallensble right of every man to act v i
gion ea unto God alone, according to the volce of conscience within him, beyond the
reach of any human authority. "TOLERATION", eaye Scheff, "implies wors o less oy
and disapproval, We tolerate or endure vhat we dlellke or can not prevent...[iho
characteristic and practice of/ the most deepotic governments.” So it comes to pass §
history that "toleratiom 1e first sought end granted as a favor, then demanded and om
ceded es a right, end at laet epurned &s an 1nsult.”

Romen Catholics espume that they have the one true Church and thet all others am
in error. They, therefore, have chosen TOLERATION es an expedient. The meaning of ti
imperfect thing, se administered by the Catholic Church, ie seen in paest history, end
even now ie etrikingly illuetrated in Latin America, ln Italy, Portugal and Spaln.
That Church hee officially proclaimed that unlese compelled to do so the Catholice will
not generally consent to religioue freedom ae a policy but will ineiet on their histark
obeervance of toleration. They have even boldly esserted thet in countriles which ob-
struct their policy "Constitutions of countriee can be changed”, and when conditions
this country become ideal to them they will inelst on TOLERATION insteed of full
FELIGIOUS LIBERTY.

Ae Baeptiste we would fight for religicue rights under the Conetitutlon for §n£nn
Cetholics &e reedily as we would for our own or for dll othere; but we feel obligated
to call attention to this baslic contention affecting rellglous liberty in thiy country
vhich tende to promote 111-will among secte and disunity in the Natlon.

Ae & further proof of exleting threats to our religious libertibs, we eclemmnly
point to the pronouncement entitled "The Christien In Actien" by tha Roman Catholic
bierarchy of cardinale, archbishops and bishops in the United StataJ meeting in our
national capital in November, 1948, In this widely heralded document they proclaim
that the concept of church-etate separation i1s a mere "shibboleth of doctrinaire secu-
lariste” and they eerve notice that they intend to "peacefully, patiently, end per-

aeveringly work" to effect a revision which will be a redicel change inthis Americen
tradition and in the law which supports 1t.

Going further with the implicetions of this statement by the Catholic bishops of
the United States, together with other activitiee and reactiona of Catholic represeen-
tatlves, esveral objectives of the Romen Church become quite evident and our Americen
people should be eware of them. Three of these immediate alme are:

1. To secure repudiation of the Supreme Court decision of the Chempalign school
case. Thie declelon was a severe stroke of the Government against sec-
tarianiem in the public 8chools, both es to sectarisn inetruction and f1-
nanciel ald from public tax funds to eectarieniem.

To secure the allocetion of public funds to Roman Catholic institutions on
a parity with public institutions.

5. To secure in the public mind an acceptance of auch an interpretetion of the
Constitution, or a revision of the Constitution, ae will permit the preac-
tice of the Roman Catholic doctrinee concerning church end etate. This
would be a catastrophe which would alter the traditional Americen form of
government and the rights of individuale and groupe in our free democracy.

A step tewerd this end 1s clearly eeen in the wldely publicized novel inter-

pretation by the bierarchy of the First Amendment to the Conetitution. This
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nev propagania would have our people belleve that the founders of this
Government were forbldding only the union of ome church with the state
whersas they allowed for the union of many churches with the state, pro-

all are treated equally. Thie idee le foreign to cur Amsrican
tradition and must be recognized es such.

In conclueion, thia Committes on Religious Liberty would summon the Baptists of
the United Statee, and all other freedam loving people, to a renewal of dedicetion to
the foundetion principles which have made this country grest, Especielly 1n the reelm
of religion should we be alert to the truth that "the price of liberty 1s aternal

vigilance”,

* * *

EXTRACTS FROM REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT FEBRUARY
MEETING OF THE JOINT CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

Evidence accumulates to show that the four largest Baptist Conventions in Americe
noved wisely when they wvoted to establish thie office. No more convincing proof 1s
needed than & report of the eervices requested of the office since the last meeting of
the tommittee, Thie, together with your adoption of Conetitution and By-Lawe, will as-
eist cur people the better to understand the functione of the Joint Conference Committee
on Public Relations, and will promote oven“ ‘bstter cooperation.

I

The Committee in its September session expressed approval of our previous efforts
to enliat the counsel of other Baptist groups. Accordingly we addreseed invitations to
reprecentatives of many esuch groups, with acceptances from two.

IT

No more impresaive demonstration of the growing interest in our work hae been af-
forded than in the demand for information, end our reeponse:

1. We have enlarged the circulation of our mohthly newsletter, REPORT FROM THE
CAPITAL, to include not only ell kmown Baptist newspapers, executivee, end heade of
inetitutions, but meny pastors and other persone beseoching us to put them on the mail-

ing l1st,

2. We have offered an increasingly large number of releeses to the religious and
secular press, In addition to the call from the wire services, which at the first be-
trayed 1ittle interest but have since become slerted to an awarsnees of the numbere and
influence of Baptiste in this comntry, articlee have been furnished numeroue negazines
ard newspapers,

3. Ve have distributed, chisfly by mail, thoueande of printed or mimeographed
Pleces of literature bearing on queetione dealt with by our office.

L. While the publisher and the Bookstores principally hendle SEPARATE CHURCH AND
STATF NOW, & book written by your Executive Director upon requeet, e steady flow of or-
ders reach our offfce. This book hae had a most gratifying treatment by the prees of
the Netfon, has been widely advertieed by the publisher, and bide fair to achieve a very
large eale.
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"inted page muat be nenti
5, (losely mesociated with the circulation of the pr
our volume of correspondence with individuels in regerd to the Baptist position on g

varisty of questions.
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Relatsd to dipsemination of information have been many speaking sngegementes
throughout the country filled by the Executive Director, without expense to this Oge
mittes.

1. He hae discudsed our principles and policies before the Baptist State Religi
Faucation Clinic, Charleston, 5. C.; bas delivered the Reformation Day addrees in Waco,
Texas; has been the gueet speeker for the Virginla Generel Aesoclation, the North Car
1ine Baptiet State Convention, the Pennoylvania Baptist Convention, and hee epoken ¢
subjects pertaining to our program in many churches in different parte of the country,
all without expense to the Committee.

2. Of meny forums in which he bhae participated may be mentioned the one at the
Jewish Center, February 9, with Dr. Richard B. Kennan of the Netional Eduoation Asec-
ciation, end Prof. John O'Connor of Georgetown (Cetholic) University im which your
Executive Dirsctor joined in a discussion of the queetlon, "Should the Public Sahools
Teach Religion?" A transcript of this wee requested by the State Department for the
Volce of America to be rebroedcast to Europe se an illustration of free diecussion/in
the democratic United States. . /

/

3. Both your Cheirmen, Mr. E. Hilton Jackeon, aud your Executive Direettr addrea-
ed the highly succeseful Netionel Conference on Sepration of Church apd” State, held in
Washington, January 27, thie year, Both have worked intimately and Zonetently with
this powerful organization, known as Proteastants and Other Americand United for Separs-
tion of Church and State, since this office took the lead in 1nitiet'|1ng 1t, It has
achleved &8 commanding mobilization of all groupe, regardlees of creed or party, who
held in common the conviction that church and etete should be kept separste in the
intereet of religioue liberty.

Iv

Among other affairs outside denominetional lines which have engaged us may be
cited the circumstance thet the Executive Director brought greetings from our fourtesn
million Baptiste in the United States at the breekfast given at the Capitol on January
12, by one hundred leaders in the National Temperance Council, gathered from over the
country in tribute to retirirg Senator Capper of Keneas, the men to whom has been

aecribed the schievement of keeping all alcoholic beverages out of the Senate dining
room eince repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment.

Every week 1t felle to ue to spesk up for our Beptist positions in groupe assembl-

ed for conferences on questions in which our

sople have eoxpressed themselves--questiont
such as Bisplaced Persons, e Ry n

Univereal Military Training end Federal Aid to Parochial

v

To an unexpected extent candidates for the doct
or'e degree in leading univereities
when writing their theses on any phase of Ch % ue ,

urch, State end School, frequently consult
this office. Tho Lawyers' Guild Review, New York, in 1its forthcoming issue, will carTy
an extended review by your Executive Director of the book, Judiciel Doctrines of
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Religious Righte in Americe, whose author ie Profeseor Willlam George Torpey of George

Washington versity. Oeveral of the naticnal church bodies refer inquiries concerm-

ing euch questions to thie office for emewer. Is it an unwarranted expectation that we
mey thus wSfectively influence Americen public opinion to share the Baptist interprste-
tion of church-state relatione?

» » '

FURPOSE OF THIS COMMITTER---ARTICLE II A5 ADOPTED

At the February 8, 1949 weeting of the Joint Conference Committee, it was voted to
adopt Article IT of the Conetitution as follows:

The purpose of the Jolnt Conference Committse shsll be to act in the field
of public relations whenever the interest or rights of the cooperating Conven-
tione which oonstitute the committee call for conference or negotiation with
the Government of the United Statee or with eny other Govermments, of whenever
Baptist principles are endangered through legislative action, or when any of
the cooperating Conventione or any of their agencies may refer to the Joint
Conference Committee eny metter of common Interest or concern, for discuesion
and recommendation. The Joint Conference Committes ehall be empowered to
enunciate, defend, end extend, the hietoric, traditional Baptist principle of
religlous freedom with particular applicatlon to the eeparation of ¢htrch and
etato as embodied in the Comstitution of the United States; to communicate end
commend to the President, Congrese, Courte, the Departments of the Federal
Government such declerations as Baptlets from time to time officlally adept
concerning public matters; to make euch contacts with the variocus departmenta
of any government es mey be found neceesary or desirable in the legitimate
treansaction of legel or other buesinees between such government and the denoml-
nation'e agencies or approved representetives; and to inform the Beptist
constituencies of governmental movemente and measuree affecting princlples
held eesentisl to true relations between church and etate and the right eppli-
catlon of Christilanity to the 1life of the Natlon,

* * *

RESOLUTION ADOFTED CONCERNING FEDERAL LEGISLATION AID TO EDUCATION
February 4, 1549

The 1esue of the separation of church and state immediately confronte ue. The
B111 S. 246 now pending in Congreee lends 1tself to en interpretation which mekes pos-
8ible the use of Federal funde for parochial echools, The Jolnt Conference on Publlic
Relations for the Baptiats of the United States respectfully calle upon Congresa to de«
feat the attempt of eny church group to eecure public funde for parochisl echocls ae
permlitted by 8. 2h6, Section Six. We further urge thet in Section Six, page 7, 1line
ten, after the words "expenditure for" the worde "tax-supported public" be ineerted.

* * *

GGVERNMENT AND FUBLIC OPINION

On Januery 14 the Editor joined some two hundred other repregentatives of national
religious end civic orgenizatione at & State Department called conference on American
Foreign Policy. Thia wee an off-the-record conference but eome general impreanions can
be reported, Perhepe the most ilmportant of these 18 the fact that through the Office
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ed to know what the ‘
of Public Affajrs, the Department 1s incressingly concern
thinking these M;'O. For instance, Francis H, Russell, Direotor of the ODffios of

lic Affairs, opened the luncheon meeting with these worde: s

*There hae growvn up in recent years a fourth branch of government, namely the me
official organizetions of the country.”

Neturally, he ves not epeaking of the more than 500 lobbies set up by private
enterprise to plead their cause. These might be called a fifth brench of goverument
and in some vays the most powerful, Moreover, speclel interest pleaders will be ware
in evidence than ever during this 8let Session of Congrese. But the last election
demonstrated the great power of the public when it becomes vocal. Church smd civio
groups exercieing their proper function in government may be the only eure correctiw
to the "special privilege"” lobby -- Newe Briefs for Action of the Northern Beptist

Convention,

SOUTHEEN BAPTIST MINISTERS URGED TO REJECT KLAN "BRIBES"

A plea was made by Dr. High A, Brimm, Executive Secretary of the Social Service
Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention to reject all contributions made by the
KuKluxKlan. A

"These *contributions'”, Dr. Brimm wrote editors ‘of Southerm Baptist publicafiops
in & 21-State ares, "should be recognized for what they are, 'bribe money', nging
auch bribep into the church ought to be openly reeented end refused by C ’n

le," ~
peop /

f
Dr. Brimm suggested to pastorse "“thaet when and if the Klan comes }to your chureh,,,
remembor the following:

"l. Keep cool--no one should be afraid of cowards who won't show their faces.

"2. That superficiel plety 18 hypocrisy before God and man, These men cannot
wash the bloodetaine of lynched victims from their skirta by merely walking into a
church with *blocd mgney'.

“3. Refupe any gifte and invite them to atey only 1f they remove their masks. I
they refuse to unhood themselves, then diemise the service with a prayer for them that
they"mlght see the light of God's love for all men and themselvee come to love of all
men.

IMPORTANT BOORS RECOMMENDED

CHURCH, STATE AND SCHOOL, Tully Nettleton. The Beacon Preas, Boston, 37 pages, $0.25.

The republicetion of ten articles 1n a eeries which appeared in the Chrietian
Selence Monitcr from the pen of this distinguished journaliet 1s hailed with much appre
- wletion, The bromd comprehensive outlook of the series, together with carefully com-

piled fucts, accompanied by dlecriminating interpretations, along with citation of stets
lowe and a criticel examination of such questions as Federal atd to parochial echools,
the wearing of religioue gart in public echools, how obtaln religion in sducation, the

Romen Catholip view of edycetion and the real val ook
- - u
thie publicetion of great velue.’ sl ACHuspublio schoc) fayete
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4 PROTESTANT PRIMER ON ROMAN CATHOLICISM, By Dr. Angelo di Domenice. The Author,
Philadelphia, 141k Castle Avenue, $2.00.

Desls yith the problem of Mixed Marriasges and pavea the way for ite solution. Tt
gots forth The demend by the Catholic Church in rsgerds to the ante-nuptial contrect
vhich the Protestent party has to eign relative to the religioue training of the ohil-
dren that may be born in such s marriage. Alsc reveals & new requirement which some
catholic Dioceees have adopted in oompelling the Protestent paxty to receive a number
of instructiocns on the Roman Catholic Religlombbefore the prieet is allowed to perform
the marriage ceremony. Polnte out the difference between the ™ajor Dogmes and Tradl-
tions of the Roman Church over agalnet the truth of the Bible, showing forth the gulf
vhich seperetee these two communione. Each chapter of the book 1g succeeded by a
catecheticel lesson which serves to ecquaint the Protestants not only with the Poeition
that the Cathelice meintain in upholding the Roman Dogmas, Traditions, Doctrines end
practices, but furnishes them with the neceesary material to confute their unbiblical
olalms,

STATUTE MAKING, By A. B. Coigne. Commerce Clearing Bouse, Inc., Chicagc, 293 peges,
$h 000 L]

With the activities of the new 8let Congress certmin tobbe of tremendous interest
to every informed person, and with some 4k state legielatures slated to meet in regular
gespion thie year to deel with state and local problems, STATUTE MAKING would seem to
te of unusual timeliness and velue. In thie readable book is the whole story of how
American stetutory lew comes to be -- the howe and whys of each step toward enactment
cr defeat -- in easily understandable, although comﬁIE?ely authoritative form. Accord-
ingly, profeseicnal man and laymen alike would find this new work invaluable in these
days of "big government"” when the output of our federel end state lewmaking bodies is
of such vital concern to all of us.

CIVILIZATION CN TRIAL. By Arnold J, Toynbee. Oxford University Press, New York,
263 pages, $3.50,

In thie volume the world-femous historien deals with meny of the broad issues the
vorld faces todey, He brings his clear-aighted, objective polnt of view to an informal
diecussion of such subjects as the meaning of the prement polnt in the long view of
history, the national peychology of Russis, the role of the Church in history, the
problems of world unity, snd the immediate future of international relations.

nOD IN CUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. By W. S, Fleming. National Reform Assoclstion, Pittsburgh,
Penneylvenia, 24 peges, $1.50.

A forthright plea for religion in the public schools in opposition to the views of
the United States Supreme Court sn the McCollum cese, Warmly commended by several
prominent churchmen who shere the suthor's view.

TEE ROAD TO REASON, By Lecompte du Nouy., Longmane, Creen and Co., New York, 254 pages,
$3.50.

This volume by the author of the beat sellsr, HBuman Destiny, 18 what it 15 repres
rented to be, "a challenging interpretation of the physicel and bilolcgical evolution
of the earth that culminated in the scientific conclusiocn thet a Supreme Being must be
pcetulated.” Tt 1s really an extension end completion of the former boak.




-8 -

A FREE CHURCE IN A FREE STATE, By Frank J. Kiingberg. National Foundstdon F
Indimnepolis, clothbound, 66 pages, $1.00.

CHURCE AND STATE, By Evarte B, Oreene. Nstional Foundetion Frees, Indianapolis,
bound, 48 pages, $1.00.

The former of these thin volumes discueses the historical progrese of the prin
The second glancee at history but ie more concerned with the present situation., Bot

are excellent.

* * *

IS THE ROMAN CATEQLIC CHURCE DISSOLVING?

Whatever may be the Judgment of mankind on the arrest, trial and sentence cf Camil
Mindezenty, it appears that the occurrence hae a most siniater meaning for the Roman
Catholic Church. According to such careful newspapers as The Christlan Sclence Moritar,
that Church has suffered encther major dissester in m series of historic losses, Just
here we do not peuse to aesess judgment on what poesible serious influence it will haw
on the future of Christianity ae held by other religious groups.

What 1s tc be sesn in this happening fe the sore plight of the Roman Catholic {hr
in the almost certeln loss of eastern Furcpe, In the Reformation it suffered the seve:r-
ance of northern Europe, to be followed somewhat leter by the defection of the British
Islee with the exception of a portion of Ireland. The present debacle in easetern Eyrop
reduces the Romen Catholic Church to the relatively smell poeeeeslons of Ttaly, Poftugal,
Spain, Belgium, end e minority in France, Equally depresaing for the Roman Chu;dﬁ 1s

the news from South America where authenticated reports warrant feere moet/ominous for
the fate of the Reman Catholic Church and in probably & shorter time thah most people

are aware of, due to deplorable econcmic conditions and social f‘erment(before which the
Romen Church astande challenged. ‘

We do not kncw what effect the dissclution of the Roman Cethollc Church throughout
the world would have upon the future of Chriestlenity, but we do not believe any tyran-
nical power can obliterate it., Let us try to summon believers to & worthy endeavor to
preserve the falth of the Bible throughout the e&rthwith stout defense of full religlows
liberty in all landas, God's eternal redemptive purpose, reveelsd in the Bible, will be
carried to final consummatlon. We lament the menece of Communtam in the lands invaded
by 1it, but none can fall to see thet en eccleslasticel toteliterisn Roman Church which
seeks politicael control of the state, when chellsnged by = powerful, unscrupulous politi-
cel opposition, seeks to align our government and our rescurces in 1its behalf, TEven
though Protestants should suffer the same indignities and repressiona 1n Communist

countries for a time, we do not belleve auch persscution of religion will end Chrletians
ity.




