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FINAL RULING IN DIXON CASE OUREAT VICTORY ALL PETITIONS GRANTED EXCEPTING DEBARRING OF
SECTARIAN DRESS THANKS FOR YOUR MAGNIFICENT CONTRIBUTION.

Levis A. Myers, Baptist New Mexican

The Executive Director of tbe Baptist Jolnt Conference Committee on Public Rela-
tlone disavows any aajor responsibility for this gratifying victory. It 1s true that
he went to New Mexico and conducted hearings in Santa Fe concerning the allegations
made by the Dixon School Committee and apsured those citizens of the full sympathy of
the Committee 1f they undertock & sult for obteining relief frcm the abuses in the
public¢ achools of New Mexico. At the time he wes acting ae Administrative Secretary
for the new orgenization, Protestants and Other Americans United for Separation of
Church and State, Hs was not in a position, however, at the time, to promiee more
than moral support, Eventually the orgsnization did through widespresed publicationm,
letters and other communications succeed in meslsting the valiant Dixon School Com-
mittee in obtaining necessary funde for the prosecution of the case by the efficient
firm of young lawyers, Mesars., Bigbee and Kool. POAU elso proffered the servicee of
E. Eilton Jackeon of Washington, D, C., a well known conetitutional lawyer, to act in
fres counsel to the Santa Fe attorneys. He made two trips to New Mexico in fulfill-
ment of his task. Of courss it will be well understoed that we in Weshington, who
strove to lend mesistance in this csee, rejoice immemsurably in the result because the
decision will have far reaching application throughout the Nation in correction of
flagrant abuses,

Aistory and Outcome

The wire services and Religious Newe Service give the following eccount of the
proceedings and outcome in regard to thie caee:

“District Judge E. T, Hensley, in & written judgment here, barred 143 Roman
Catholic nune, brothers, and priests from public school teaching posts in New Mexico,

"His ruling also prohibited the holding of tax-eupported school classes in bulld-
ings owned by the Roman Catholic Church.

“The written judgment supplemented ap oral decision from the bench on.Oct. 7 in
vhich Judge Heneley ruled that 'there i no separation of Church end Stete' io aome
Nev Mexico public schools, thus violating the state and nstional comstitutiona.
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"At that time he indicated that his written judgment, to be relessed later, would
rule 'generdlly in favor of the plaintiffe,! a group of Protestants seeking to dar
Roman Catholic teaching in the New Mexicc sohools.

"The case arcees from a dispute over the alleged teaching of Catholiciem in the
public schools at Dizon, & small comsunity in northera New Mexlco,

"Harry L, Bigbes, of Santa Fe, brought the suit on bebalf of twenty-sight
Protestant residents of seven counties,

"The written judgment decided a wide range of questions left uneettled by the
verbal decision, One of the most important resulte of the judgment le that at least
sixteen school buildings cwned by the Catholic Church must be replaced with publioly-
owned echoocls,

“"Other declaratory Jjudgmente in the ruling specifically probibited the following:
"Free state bus trensportation for students in perochial achools;

"Purchese from public funds of textbooks for parochial schocle end purchese of
books eapecimlly for Catholic schools;

*Peaching of sectarien doctrine in any tax-supported echool;

"Holding of public school classes in rooms where religious or eecterian symbols /
are dlaplayed; _

“peyment by the state of persons teaching sectarian doctrines. e

"The ruling aleo stated that the 143 garbed Catholic teachers who taight 1n the
twenty-eight schools 'be forever barred from recelving any school monies And employ-
ment in the public schools of this state.”

"The ruling wee on specific fasues only, It did not state that nuns as such could
not teach or that garb of teachers 1s a religious influence."

. Detalled Conclusions of Judge Heneley

Religious Newe Service affords the following account of the concluslons lsesued
by Diptrict Judge E. T. Beneley:

"That thes court has jurisdictlon of the parties and subject matter herein.
“That the plaintiffs have no adequate remedy &t law.

"That the adminietrative remedy provided by the etatutes of the atate of New
Mexico 1s wholly inadequate and that the plaintiffs exhausted said remedy prior to
filing this action.

"That the teaching of sectarian doctrine in the tax supported schools of this
state violatee Sect, LV, Art., XXI of the constitution of the state of New Mexica and
Sect. IX, Art. XII, etc.

"That the teaching of sectarian doctrine in tex supported schools in the state of
New Mexico is in violetiorn of the First Amendment to the Conmstitution of the United
States as made applicable to the atates by the XIV Amendment to the Copatitution of
the United States.
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“That the furnishinge by the state of New Mexico of free school bue transporta-
tion to pupile of parcchisl achools is in violation of Sect. 3, Art. 12 and Sect. 1k,
Art. 9 of the comstitution of the state of New Mexico and the Firet Amendment of the
Mited States as made applicable to the stats by the lhth Amendment to the Comstitu-
tion of the United States.

"That the holding of tex supported school classes in bulldinge which have religi-
ocus emblems buch aa grottoe, crosses, religious statuary and religious pictures all
peculiar to a certain denomination violates the First Amendment of the United States
Conetitution,

"That the holding of tax supported echocl classes in & bullding owned by the Roman
Catholic Church or an order thersof or an official thereof, part of said buillding beilng
retained by said order, church, or offlciasl for use as a private or parochial school 1s
in violation of the Firet Amendment of the U, S, Constitution.

"That the New Mexico state hoard of education hep violated Sect, 17, Art. 20, of
the constitution of the state of New Mexico by adopting & multiple system of free text
books rather than a uniform syetem of text books.

“That the New Mexico stete board of education by adopting sectarian indoctrinated
text books and furnishing the seme to ths tax supported schoole of the state of New
Mexico violates Sect. 4, Art, 21 of the comstitution of the state of New Mexico and
Firet Amendment of the United States Constitutionm.

"That the furnishlng of free text books to schools cther than tmx supportsed
schoole of this etate violates Sect. 1k, Art. G and Sect. 3, Art. 12 of the conetitu-
tion of the state of New Mexico.

"That the furnishing by the state of New Mexlico of sectarian indoctrinated text
books to tax supported schools 1s in viclation of the firet amendmernt of the atete
conetitution,

"That the furniehing by the state of New Mexlico of eectarien and indoctrinated
text booka or text books for Tatholic echools only, to private parochial schools is in
violation of the First Amendment of the United States Conetitution.

"Thet the defendents opamed ms teachere have taught sectarlan doctrinee in the
schoola in violation of Sect. 55-1102, New Mexico statutes except &s the defendents
named as teachers for the schools at Tucumcari, Albuquerque, and Aragon, and should
forever be barred from receiving any school moniee and employment in the publlc
schooles of this state.

"That there 1s nc separatiocn between Church and State as contemplated by the
First and lith Amendmente to the Ccnstitution of the Unlted States in the following
named echcols, all in the state of New Mexico:

"Santa Rite grede schoel, Cerrizzo; Mt, Caermel, Socorro; St. Mary's School, Belen;
Belen school, Valencim county; Cutero school, Valencle county; fuba echool, Sandcval
County,; St. Nicholms grade mchocl, Sandoval county; Pena Rlanca school, Sandoval
county; Sacred Heart Academy grade school, San Juen county; Lumberton schecol, Rio
Arriba county; Chema schcol), Rioc Arribe county; Park View school, Rio Arriba county;
San Juan school, Rio Arribe county; Pecos Independent achool district, San Miguel
county; Santa Cruz echool, fante Fe county; Penasco school, Taca county; Cogtille
school, Taoe County; Villenueva schcol, San Miguel county; Ribera achool, San Miguel
county; Mora schocl, Mora county; 0ld Town Junior high Schocl, Las Vegas; St. Frances
school, Renchos de Taos; Dixon school, klo Arribe, and St. Joseph's achool, Rio Arribe,
Blanco grede school, San Juen county,
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"That the plaintiffe are sntitled to a declaratory judgment estebllshing the
etatus of each school named in the plaintiff's compleint compatible with the final
conclusions.

“That the pleintiffs are entitled to & decleratory judgment determining that the
defendants who are the membere of the state board of education and all boarde of edu-
cation which are defendants herein and the members thereof from renting, leaelng or
acquiring for use in any bulldings or epece in builldings for use ae a public school
or public school room when sald bulldlug does not remain under the absolute contrel
of the state or one of its subdivielone or when such bullding 1e of & nature to exert
a sectarian influence.

"That the plaintiffs are entitled to a declaratory judgment againet the defendants
who are members of the state board of education prohibiting them from providing or au-
thorizing free echool bue traneportation for pupile asttending s parochial or sectarlan
echool,

“That the pleintiffe are entitled to a decleretory judgment against the defend-
ents who are members of the state board of education prohibiting them from providing
or authorizing free text booke for private, parochial or eectarian echools.

"That the plalntiffe are entitled to a declaretory judgment agalnet the defend-
ants who are membere of the state board of education prohibiting them from buying,
contracting for, providing for, or suthorizing sectarian, indoctrinated text booke as
e part of the etate's free text book system. /

"That the plaintiffe are entitled to a declsratory judgment against the defend-
ant R. H. Grisson, declaring unlaewful the making or approving of any budget” providing
for the payment of public funds to any of the defendante hereln who are tdaching eec-
tarian doctrine in the tax supported echools of thie state,

"That the plaintiffs are entitled to injunctive relief enjoining and reetraining
the defendante and each of them from continuing such acts es have been concluded here-
in to be unlawful,”

NCTE: Since the above wes put in type a letter from Mrs. Lydia C. Zellers,
Rev. Porfiric Romerc and Miss Olive Brown, Secretaries Free School Ccmmittee
of Dixen, is ma follows:

"We have agreed to deley the declaretory Jjudgment until the end of thise
school year so &8 not to dierupt classes too seriously.

"What our future action will be will depend tc ecme extent on what the op-
poeition does. There are rumorse that they will appeal the pointa dealing
-with free textbooks end bue tranasportation, In thet case we willl counter
appeal on the strength that Cetholic nune as a clase have not been barred
from teaching in the public schoole, nor was the dietinctive garb of the nuns
and brothers banned from the claseroom.

"The question in ocur minde now 1s whether or not we should appeal the casee
should they take no actlon, We bhave & very etrong cese now, and we feel
that thie decision, which cn the surface appearse like a complete victory,
does not fully safeguard us in the future, 1n the event that other nune
should replace the present ones. A nun has vowed to propagate Catholiciem;
thias should diequalify her as a public achool teacher, Of course we must
face the fact that en appeml will entell a great decl of expense and more
work for us.,”
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EXTRACTS FROM RADIO BROADCAST FROM WASHINGTON ON THE CLEVELAND CONFERFNCE

Rla. MoLendon: I understand you attended the National Study Conferemce on the Churches
and world Order. In whet sense were you s delegate?

Dr. Dawson: I wee invited by the eponeore to go ae Executive Director of the Joint
Confarence Committee om Public Reletions for Baptiste of the United States.

M. W¥ho 1s back of the Baptiet Joint Committee on Public Relations?

D. Four Baptist bodies - the Northern Baptlet Convention, the Southern Beptist Conven-
fion, and two Netional Negro Baptlst Conventione, who comprise in their 14,000,000 mem-
bership practically the whole number of American Baptiste,

y. Did you represent sll thesse Paptiste?

D. Strictly epeeking, nc. Actually no Baptist can sver speak outelde of an officlal
pronouncement by & given group of Baptiete for any except himeelf, 1In reepect to sub-
Jecte on which the general attitude of Baptiste le certainly known, however, 1t could
be sald truly I repressnted the Baptiste. To be sure also, after common usage, 1t
could be pald, I represented the Baptlste in exactly the same sense In which the 40O
delegates present claimed they represented 35,000,000 Protestants. Two of the Conven-
tions supporting the Joint Conference Committee afflliate with the Federal Council of
Churches which eponsored the Conference at Cleveland,

M. Did the Conference include ctherse than thoee affiliated with the Federal Council?
D. Yes. Published statements by the sponsors indicated representatives from fifty-
eseven dencminatione, whereae only tWenty-three are reported 1n the Federal Council,

M. - What were the objectives of the Study Conferencef

D. The four hundred delegates first divided into three eeminars to inguire Into: (1)
the eituation in the Far Esst, (2) the United States-Russisn relations in BEurope, end
(3) the Unitved Nations. Following the study of two daye in these sectiona all came
together for two more days in plenary seselon to reach their findinga.

M. Was thie the firet such essembly?
D. The first such held since the Second Natlional Conference of the Churches on a Just
and Durable Peace at Cleveland in 1945,

M. Perhape it would be desirable for you to point out some of the most cruciel ques-
tione coneldered and conclusions reached.

D. All right, I ehall try to do eo. Fliret, the (cnference wae of one mind that war
between the Unjted States and Ruesie 16 not inevitable, and that armed force should
not be our main relliance in deallng with the tensionse which prevaill bstween the two
greatest national powers on earth, The Cunference deplored the precent hysterla
raised by the newspapers, the Roman Catholice, end maybe ocur military, which contri-
butes to the expectation of war. Second, the delegates gave it as their judgment that
the United Natjona conntitute the beet hope for bringing world peace and the estab-
lishment of justice 1n the world. The advocates of world government were 1n the Lon-
ference in Cleveland in large pumbers, but a majority of the delegates 1neisted that
world government remains somewhat of a dream, not practicable at the present.




M. What eleet

D. Great anxiety centered in the proposed North Atlentic Pact. The Conference de-
clined to pess upon it beceuse the final text wae not in hend, and there was not time
for adequate study of ite implicatione. And the delsgates called upon the Senste of
the United States to postpone action upon 1t until the Nation has had opportunity for
full discussion of all its provisione and implicaticns.

M. Did the Conference lay down any standarde for guidance 1n acting upon the Pact?

D. Yes, It indicated the following: (1) No defensive alliaence should be entered inte
which might validly appear as aggreselve to Rusela as & Russian alliance with Latin
America would undoubtedly appear to us, (2) Reglonal pacts may make for common secur-
ity and welfare provided (a) that they etay within the framework of the U. N.; (b} that
they are based upon & natursl community of intereat; and (c) that they pursues this ine
terest in waya that do not jJeopardize world community. (3) Reglonal military alliances
epe of course no subetltute for the relief of human dietrees and the meeting of human
needs within the area; and they muet not be allowed to take primacy, finencial or
otherwiss, cver such constructive programs.

M. With what did you personally have most to do in this Conference?

D, With the qQuestion of religious liberty. Although the Conference d1d not see £it zo
adopt my amendment offered to Dean Nolde's report (referred to the Executive [ammittee
of the Federal Council for action) I wae highly plemsed with the adoption Juét before
ad journment of this brief statement:

When threatened by autocratic or tyrennicel power, Frotestants viil take
thsir stand accordlng to the dictmtes of conscience, end will protest against
any earthly coerclon, politicel or eccleeiastical, that sssumes the preroga-
tives of God and ettempts to prescribe the indlviduel conscience,

M. Did the Conference have nothing to sey about the sltuation in the Far Esst?

D. Certainly., It recognized that throughout the Far East there is & continulng strug-
gle for nationel indepsndence of government by and for the pecple and for improved liv.
ing conditions. Tt noted the revolt agaelnst exploltation, and specifically condemned
the Netherlends warriog on Indonesia, It lamented the epread of Communiem in China,
but tried to take a hopeful view, believing that Chinese natlionallem end reverence for
the family may prevent Russlen dictation mfter a revolution that wee inevitable, Asia-
ti¢ peoples see in Amerlca the most powerful netlon on earth, We must make clear thet
U. S. power at ite best derivees from our experiment in democracy and our spiritual
heritege., 1In fact, the central concern of the Conference was to enunciate THE MORAL
USE OF POVIER,

M. What of cur government reletlons?

D, Tt muet not relax ite efforts to provide a treaty structure for the Far East that
w1ll ‘(&) reflect due regard for the moral end material welfare of the peoplee directly
concerned; (b) safeguard the fundamental rights of the humen pereon; (¢) contribute to
and be en integral part of a world esttlement; (d} provide for that mutuality of intere
est and creatlve effort which can incremse internationsl understanding and fellowshilp;
(o) sncourage nations to share thelr scientific and technical resourcee with one
another,
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M. ® much for a general statement of policy; but what of particular ilesuest

D. Well, while not paming the Judd bill pending in the House, the Conference insisted
That there should be speedy enactment of lmmigration and naturalizetion lawe, fully
within the quota eystem, besed upon the principle of equality for all peoples without
any discrimination whatsoever on grounds of color or nationality., The Conference also
urged the implementation of the "bold new program" as announced by Preeildent Truman in
hie Ineugural Address "for meking the benefits of our scientific advances and indus-
trial progress avellable for the improvement end growth of undeveloped areas." The
aim of this program "ehould be to help the free peoplee of the world through their own
efforts, to produce food, more clothing, more materials for housing, and more mecheni-
cal power to lighten their burdens.”

NOTE: After this broadcaet wae made the Executive Committee of the
Federal Council of Churchee, to which was referred the proffered report of
Dean O, Frederick Nolde of the Lutheran Theological Seminary of Philedelphia,
on Religious Liberty at the Cleveland Conference, decided to broach to the
World Council of Churches the proposal for a conference with the Vaticen to
clear up present world misundsretandings of religious liberty. The Federal
Council Committee put the matter in the hande of Methodist Bishop G. Bromley
Oxnem, American President of the World Council of Churches, Nothing, however,
may come of this, but it was felt that it wae a deelrable strategic movemsnt
to bring the Roman Cetholic Church to define what i1t means by religious liber-
ty and to declare ite position with reference to persecution of religioue
minorities where Raman Catholics &re predominent ae in Spaln and Latin Americe,

* #* L]

JOINT CONFERENCE COMMTITEE FORMER TREASURER PASSES

The death of Mr, Willlam Wade Everett, age 78, retiring President of one of the
nation's largest department storee, Woodward and Lothrop in Washington, and the first
Treesurer of the Joint Conference Committes on Publlc Relations, plunged multitudes
into profound sorrow, TIn addition to being an active member of the Calvary Baptist
Church, he wes identifled with numercus religious, chariteble and civic organizations
in the Nation's Capital. He wes among the foremost in helping to eetablish the Joint
Conference Committee on Public Relatione and supported 1ts objectives heartily. The
following telegram was read at the funeral when conducted by Dr., Clarence W. Cranford,
vho 18 also a member of the Joint Conference Committee: “The Joint Conference Come
mittes on Public Relatione for the Baptists of the United States of which Mr. Everett
long eerved as the first Treassursr, and whoee merked interest in establishing this
Committee and faithful support was invaluable, wishes on behalf of fourteen million
Baptiste in America, ssrved by the Committee, to express a esnse of profound bersave-
ment ."”

+* * *

THE 1948 CRIME RECORD IN AMERICA

The releese of J, Edgar Roover, dlrector of the Federal Pureau of Investigatilon,
concerning c¢rime in the United States for the year 1948 furnishes a challenge to all
good citizens to do something about it. Mr, Hoover says:

"With the pessing of each day on the average thirty-eix persons were felecni-
ously elain, 255 were victime of aggravated aseseult or repe and 150 robberies
were committed.




-8 -

"During an average twenty-four-hour pericd, -1,032 places were burglarized,
463 eutcacbiles wers stolen, in addition to 2,672 miscellanecus larcenies."

The FBI report showed that crime in rural areae increased 4.3 per cent
over 1947 and in urbaan areas, 0.3 per cent. Data on crime trends, based on
reports from 373 citles with populations of more then 25,000, lndicated that
the only declines below the pre-war averege of 1938-41 were 1o negligeut man-
8leughter and suto thefte,

Aggravated assaulte and rapee in larger communities reached peake in 1948
of 68,7 per cent and 49.9 per cent reepectively above the 1938-4L1 average.
Other 1948 crimwes sxceeding the pre-war levele wers: burglary, 16.7 per cent;
murder, 1l4.l per cent and robbery 8.9 per cent,

Although declining in the war yearse, larceny 1e now lncreasing and in 1948
was 4.6 per cent above the pre-war average.

The recoxd of the National Capitel is particularly dleturbing. Washington leads
the entire nation in assaults, {a seconé only to Baltimore in the number of murders,
gscond to San Freancisco in number of robberiss, second to St. Louls in number of bur-
glaries, filrst in major and minor larcenies.

* * #*

POAU PROGRESS

Following the highly successful meetlng of the Nationel Advisory Council of
Protestants and Cther Americens Unlted for Separation of Church and State on Jenuary ,
27, and the large lmpressive gathering ia Ccnstitutional Hall in the evening with the
address of Bishop Oxnam on "Alerted and Committed", the Executive Director, ,Glenn L.
Archer, reporte that headquarters bullding, 1633 Massachusetts Avenue, hes /been pur-
chased end will soon be entered, where ample space will be afforded for vamied activie
ties, /

On the purchase of thie building the organization received e gift of $10,000, and
two gifts of $1,000 each., Genercus coutributions are aleo flowing into the treasury,
making e hopeful beginning toward the one million dollars voted mae the financial goal
tc be attained within three years.

Secretary Archer went to Atlenta where with the asaiétance of the Chairman of the
Executive Board, Dr. Loule D. Newton, and Bishop Arthur J. Moore, a member of the Na-
tional Advigory Council, Georgle, the first state unit, was set up. Encoureging re-
ports come frem other states indiceting that etate unite will aoon be in operation,

A}] will recognize the satisfaction experlenced by the leadership of POAU 1in the
New Mexico school sulte ae anounced by Judge E, T. Hensley who tried the casea. Other
such particuler undertakings by POAU will be announced scon. Adhering strictly to the
policies announced 1n the original Manifesto, POAU presses forward for the revival 1in
the public mind of e clear understanding of the Constitutional basis upon which religi.
ous liberty 1e guaranteed 1in this country, for redressing specific violetions which
heave recently come into force, and for resisting further encroechments upon the Con-
stitutional principle of esparation of church and state.

- - .




