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The Executive Director, in an article submitted to a national magazlne, has sought to
anewer Dr. Arthur E. Sutherland of Cormell, who in the Harvard Law Review declared there
bas besn 8 great deal of lip-service paid to the principle of separation of church and
state 1n this country and "a& esurprisingly persistent and videspread prectice to the con-
trary”.

Reasona for this obvious contrery prectice, cited by the Executive Director, may be
sumarized ae follows:

1. Neglect of adequate inatruction concerning the American system. A recent Gellup
poll reveals that 52 per cent of the young people think it 1s all right for the govarument
to aid eectarian schools!

2. Relaxation of the Conatitutional principle by office holders, who pledge conces-
siona under pressure of intereated churches in order to get elected or remain in,

3. Increassing socialization in government which tends to include financiel assistance
to church orgenigetions and institutions. In war times, for example, the Government looked
on denominational hospitals, calculated it could eevo the cost of erection, and decided to
bupplement expaneion.

4. Infiltration of the Roman Catholic Medieval, Buropean ldeology which demande that
the church ashall conduct institutione and the government shall pay the bills.

5. Heng-overa in certain Protestante of ideas implanted during times when Lhey were
siate established churchee, or persisting in tnem because of affiliatlons with sxisting
otate churches of their name. This appllies sepecially to Eplscopaliane, Preebyteriens,
Lutherans and Congregaticnaliets. It is significant that the battle for religious liberty
and separation of church and state la waged most vallantly by Baptiste, Msthodlsts, Div-
ciples, Christian Scientists, Seventh Day Adventiste end numercus other amaller churchen
that have never had any union with the state, Thia situstion largely explaine why acme
Protestants are still complaining sbout recent Supreme Court decisions which =2cluded
becterian teaching from the public schools.

STATUS OF FREDERAL ATY TO EDUCATION

As of thie date the situation in the Houss of Hepreeentatives in regard 10 Federnl
8id to education 1a that the Compittee on Labor sud Bducetion remeins In executive Beuilc:n
for the purpose of considering various bills proposed. Apparently the Thomas b1ll, S. 26,
Peased by the Senete, will not be recommended to the House. Mr. Berden, preasing fO; his
fev and improved bill, has not too much sssurance that 1t will recelve enough votes ogﬂ
Tecommendation, Bille of mors limited support of Federa: aid to public education may bave
8 chance. It 1e highly important that all who opposie sppropristico of tax funde, either
directly or indirectly, shal) make their views known to members of Congress.




President Harry S. Truman P
White House
Washington, D. C.

My doar President: g ‘!

The Ridgecrest Baptiet Church in called conference Wednesday evening February 1, 19%,
by unenimoue vote asked me«to convey to you their earneat request that you do not appoint s
personal representative to the Vaticen im succeseion to Mr. Myron C. Taylor, recently re-
tired.

We have the desp conviction that ons sent from the White House to be received at Bt.
Peter's 6o an "ambassador” can but violate our basic and beneficent prinoiple of complete
separation of church apd state.

In our American way of life, the state must allow every citizen entire freedom to wor-
ship God according to the dictatee of his own coneclence. That meane the liberty of volwn-
tary co-operation without ¢ivic contrdol, coerciom, or compromise. It permits the privilsg
of petition without any Buggestion of political parley or preseure {as in thie letter and
as from our persecuted forefatheres in Maseachusetts and Virginia). It allows and aes
sach and all religious bodies exactly equal opportunitles, from a miniature local ch
(11ke oure lu a mountain cove) to s megnificent cathedrel {like St. Patrick's in Ney York);
from e rural pastor (who 18 servant and shepherd, but not sovereign) to s met
bishop with -wanifold and multiform pcwers; from the Southern Baptist Conve
tic body eeating meeaengers from 26,000 independsnt local churchee) to thé hierarchy in
Rome (internationally intervoven under one ruler and outreaching for yet Smore temporal

power) .

Our request therefore ie not anti-Catholic but inclueively Chrietian and profoundly
religious, since we claim for each and ell alike the eame civil righte our fathers sufferel

and fought for in order that we might be good citizena of our country and of the kingdom of
God.

Hoplng that you will grant our petitlion and praying that God will guide and blese you
in your earth-wide and age-long responsibilitiee, I am

Sincerely,

Hight (. Moore
Cecell M. Perry, Pastor

. Mre. Leonard Biddix, Church Clerk
CC: 8enators, Greham

Hoey

SOUTHERN BAPTISTS OPPOSE INCLUSION FEDERAL SECURITY ACT

Although eeverel religious groupe have approved inclusion of their ley workere in the

proviaion of bills for extending Federal Soctal Security (retirement benefitse), SoutherDd
Baptiats have taken & strong stand againat this.

‘““2?. Duke K. McCall, Executive Secretary, pointed out before the Senate Finence Com-
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"At grest eXpense ve have provided security plans for our smployses, both lay and
ordained, because we do not belleve it & part of our basic American principles for
our religf®us bodies to became Involved with cur governmental mgencies. Whils gen-
uinely appreciative of the humeanitarian purposes embodied in Houss of Representatives
B111 Number 6000, we Southern Baptists vhose churches extend through 23 states in an
arc from Maryland to the state of Washington, numbering 27,286 churches, are gravely
coucerned over the mandatory inclusion of the lay employdes of our churches and
religious agencies. We fesl that as a minimum the option to enter or not to enter
into the benefits of this bill allowed employess of municipal and state governments
should be extended to lay employees of the Southern Baptist Convention and similar
religiocus bodises.

"We frankly feel that the exclusion of members of religious orders which thereby
sxemptd lay workere in the Roman Catholic Church without a similar provision for the
lay workers of evangelical ohurches is disorimination sufficient to warrant the moat
extrems reaction, It 1a in order to preclude the necessity of violent attacke upon
8 bill whoss purposes are of the highest humanitarian sort that we urgently petition
the Senats Finance Committee to make exemption of lay workers of svangelical churches.

"The lay workers of the Socutherm Baptist Convention in moet cases are already ine.
cluded in the plane of the Relief mnd Annuity Board of the Southern Baptiat Conven-
tion which actually is more generous than the proposed plan undsr Federal Social
Security. We feel that those who elect to be included in this plan providad by our
denomination rather than the plan of ths Fedsral governmsnt ahould be under no
coercian in thelr choice.

In keeping with testimony now offered in statements from other religicus bodies,
among them the Christian Sclentists and Seventh Day Adventists, other officlals of the
Southern Baptiet Convention smphatically reaffirmed positive contentions which thay
impressively made some years ago vhen a similar proposal was before Congress.

Lr. Robert G. Lee, Memphis, president of the Southern Baptist Conventiom, Joined
Mr. McCall in his protest. He Bald:

“The inclusion of nearly 500,000 employees of non-profit institutions other than
rinisters and members of religious orders in House of Representatives Bill 6,000 18
of concern to hundrede of thousands of the aix and one-half million Baptiete who
compose the Southern Baptist Convention.

"Bundreds of our laity are participating through the minieters' retirement plan
in addition to mors than 10,000 pastors of churches. Moreover, thousands of in-
dividuale are participating through the Age Security Plan for lay church employees
end hospitals, schools, colleges, orphanagee, end other denominational agencies,
The duss paying members have their dues matched by the employer.

"Our people urge you to give the seame conelderation to owr ley empicyees as 18
accorded in the bil)l to the members of religiocus orders so that our lay workers
8hall have the same blanket exemption now granted the Roman Catholic Church. In
the administration of our affairs as Southern Baptists the employer has agreed to
;nd 18 maintaining the matching of the employees' money. Thie seems to be vine
or al},”

Dr. Walter R. Alexander, Executive Secretary of the Convention's Rellef and Annulty

Soard, who appearsd before the Senate Finance Committee, contended that the propossl would

“Violate the American principle of separation of Church and State.”




,comnent reproduced in the Congreesional Record:
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"Baptists 8till belleve that the Church 1s not in the same category as the economis
poratian, that it is the voice of God in the world, ' he dsclared. ‘

"Tt should be noted here that H.R. Bill 6000 makes an intereeting and apprecisted
sion. Tt calle for contributione by employeee of non-profit organizations on & oompuiees
basis, permitting contributione made by the employer to be on a voluntary besis. To ()
people, this provision may appear to keep well defined that line of demarcation
Church and State. In ite precticel epplication, however, it remaine our convioticn tiis
would not be the cage. Thers would soon be brought to bear upon nom-participating emplo.
ere a esriss of pressures -- pressuree that would inteneify rather than diminish as the
years paps. The demands of employeee would be one &uch preseure; public copinion, another;
and, sooner or leter, the preesure of governmental authority. Participation upon the pan
of the smployer would cease to be voluntary, except In theory, for such pressurs would be.
come practically coercive.

- - ———

"If eand when such pressure upon the employer becomes coercive, the righte of fres as,
guaranteed under the First Amendment, are abridged. If not coercive, the employer, in t
case of our Baptiet institutione and agenciee, will choose not to pay the employer's shem
of the tax; thus, the benefita accruing to the employee under the Bill would be reduced
one half, for ths Bill further stipulatee that, ‘'if the employer does not elect to pay the
employer's contribution, only one half of the employee's wages will be credited towards
benefite’.”

/
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CONCERN FOR THE NATION'S MORALS —

Continued reports of immoralities and crimee flourishing in Washingfon and over the
Ration have stirred President Truman and both houses of Congreas into expressions of ¢oo-
oern for arrest of these evile. The President hae sald he will make & #rip through the
country, if necessery, in an effort to arouse public resistance; the Senate has approprisy
a8 large sux of money for & probe into the infamous gambling operatione prevalent, and the
House 16 investigating conditions in the District of Columbia.

Certain commonte may be in order. One 18 thet as the aftermath of war exceesive out-
breaks of crime may alwaye be expected, since violence, deception, end other vile passione
are characteristic of ammed conflict, Another judgment may be entered to the effect thet
the present wave of crime with legalized liquor tends to glve the lie to the naussating
cherge, oft repeated by the wets, that the criminalities which followed World War I were
dus to probibition. S§till another remark 1e in order, that it 18 deplorable that the Rost
Cathollc Church, in violation of the law in many Places, foaters gambling in bingo gamet
and lotteries, thue lending the apparent support of the Church to the nefaricus gambling
practicee. Thie ie a sinister fact. One editor with an important word bee found his

"Gambling in 1ts varioue forma, from 8lot machines and policy games on up Lo rece-
track betting, sumptuous poker-palaces and the field of eports in gensral offers &
natural and inviting fi1eld for underworld figures, They have moved into it and it
hes become & highly organized activity, with many ramifications and with many devices
for catering to the ever-present gambling epirit.

"Probably it can be broken up, by united action on the part of law enforcement
agencles, before it becomee too hateful. The public conscience, however, must be
more fully arcused on the subject before anything effective can be done."

- . .
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HOSFITAL THET CASE LIKELY 70 COMZ

At least wix places in the Nation have indicated an interest in bringing a test case
tp show validity of sppropriations to dsnominaticual hospitals under the Eill-Burton Act.
por the prosecution of such m case special funds have besn promised. We feel autharized
o state that in all probability such a test ocase will be instituted moon by texpayere
and vith the cooperstion of POAU. It will be understood that the utmost care is being
srorcised to prepare the suit properly end to select the most adventegeous locality for
ttp aetup. This action will be of great eervice to those statea which are now much die-
turbed over what they should do in respect to receiving funde available from the govern-
snt for church bospitals,

* * *

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S CALENDAR THROUGH ANNUAL CONVENTIONS

wrch 6. -~ Luncheon, Conference on Federal Aid to Public Education, Hotel SBtatler,
New York.
Narch 12, - Addrese, Rellly Class, Chevy Chase, Maryland, Presbyterian Church

Merch 13-14. - Joint Conference Commzittes on Public Relatiocns

March 15. - Address, National Disciples Soclal Actlon Confersnce, Washington, D. C.
karch 31. - Deadline Article for The Teacher on "Dangerous Trende"

April 9, - Faster Sermon, Scottieh Rite Temple, Washington, D. C.

April 18, - Mecklenburg Commemoration Addrees, Charlotte, North Carolina

April 30. - Sermon, Firet Baptiat Church, New Brunswick, New Jersey

Wy 3, - Baccalaureate Sermon, Southern Baptlst Theological Seminary, Loulaville,
Rentucky
Ny 4, - New Jeraey Baptist Paetors' Retrest, near Trenton
¥y 10. - Address, Southern Baptist Convention, Chicago
May 22, - Attendance on Northern Baptist Convention, Boston
. . .

Since the above scheduls was made up, the Executive Director has accepted & number
of other engagementa for March and April, puch ae the address at the gromd-hmkim of
the nev Firat Baptist Church, Silver Spring, Meryland, & flourishing euburb of Washington,
A 8l) of these appointmente the work of this Committee finde expreesion.
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BOOKS RECOMMENTED

The 0l Time Religion. By Archie Robertson. Houghton Mifflin Company, Boetem
$300~

Enlivened vith delightful humor but dependable in ita facts, the book ocontaing
curious, even shocking reporte of the doinge of the "old time religion", with which
Beptiste, Methodiets, Presbyteriens and Congregationaliste are identified along with
many other groups. The author ehowe that all theae, however much they are unlike,
are bound together with a common insistence on religicue liberty and separation of
church and etate.

A Proteetent Primer on Romun Cetholicism. By A. di Domenice, D.D., 1414 Castle
Avenus, Philadeiphie B5, Pennsylvunis, from whom the book may be escured. $2.00.

Thie book which hae received prior favorable notice in these columme ie again
commended ae & most excellent treatment. It continuee to have & good circulation and
deserves the utmost.

Cali To Chrietian Action. By D. R. Sharpe. Harper end Brothers, New York. $1.%.

These lectures on the Rauschenbusch Foundation at the Colgete-Rocheeter Divinity
School under the general thome, "God and tho Glant"™: A Strategy for Urban Churchee”
are meant to challenge Protestantism to apply religion to life. Separation of ch
and state, he belleves, 1e & factor in the present divorcement of religion from life;
but he msaya: "It ie important for the Protestant churches to meintein the pfinciple.
while this principle le independent in mattere of coneclence, 1t doee not/ Dy any means
imply that the etete is supreme in all secular mattere,...Nor 18 it to b{! conatruod to
moan & hands-off policy by the church in political matiers....The churchjis to be
blemed for doing eo little with 1ts lndependence for the social redemptibn of society.”

R I'1l Meet You In The Lobby. By Olge Moore. J. B. Lippincott Company, Philadelphia.
3.00.

This is Olge Moore'e own 1ife etory -- what she found in one of the most speclal-
ized jobe in the world. .8he confidee: "It alwaye etartlos pooplo whon you say you'ro
e lobbyist. They stare at you with a sort of embarreesed horror as if you’d juet mode
-& ehocking confeselon, as 1f you'd ssid, 'I'm really 1llegitimate’, or 'I've juet eated
five children'”. But her story convinces one that there is a place for an honest,

courageous person who fulfile the true function of a rightful lobbyist., It 1e & pity
everyone doee not read this book.

*

NOTICE TO STATE EXECUTIVES

In response to our request a yeamr ago every etate Executive Secret v
ary kindly seen
us their 1948 Btate Convention Annusls. To date & few 1949 annuals have been received.
We would appreciate 1949 annuale from all the states. These annuale are needed in
order to answer requeste for information that constently come to our office.




