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Annual Report To The Couventione 155
As 8 conptituent of the Joint Conference Committee on Public Relations, established [
by the Southern Baptist Convention, The Rorthern Baptiet Convention, and the twc National
Negro Baptiet Conventlione, your Convention Committss submits this report for the year past.

All should keep in mind thet the Joint Conference Committee, s shown in Arxticle II
of ite Conetitution, le Instructed to act for the Baptietes of the United Statee when the
interssts or righte of the cocperating Conventioms are involved, and especially to confer
or negotiate with our own government or with any other government where Baptist principles
sre endangered. Thie action applies particularly to the meintenance of the principle of
separation of church and etate in our land and to the lnsietence on religious liberty for
all groups and fndividuals everywhere in the world.

The Joint Conference Committes is compoeed of some forty mombera, choeen from the
chisf officers of the Conventions, and othera from the ranke selected for their fitnesee.
The Committes seeks through ite headquarters in the Baptist Bullding in Washington, D, C.,
of which Dr. J, M. Dawson is the Executive Director, to carry out these voted provisione
and any mandatee laid upon it by the four participating Conventions. In its two ecemi-
annual sesaicne it attempts to offer a fairly representative Baptlst Judgment on vital ’
agpects of public affaire in the findinges of sub-committees working under the head of
Domestic Situations, World Iesues, Religious Liberty and Baptiet Cooperation.

During the paat eventful year this Committee has dealt with such matters as the
limitetion of Federal-aid to public schools only, inguiry imto Federal-sid to denomina-
tional hospitale, support of the prohibition of interstate advertising of intoxicating
liquors, liberalized provisions for the admiseion of displeced persons into the United
Statee, epplications of Baptist churches to establish F. M. radio broadcaesting ptations,
and adoption of the United Nations Internationel Bill of Human Rights. In behalf of the
four aupporting Conventiona, apd groups or individuale endorsed by them, the Committee
hes made many lagitimste contacte with the Government 1n reference to cheplains, surpius
Property, paseporte, problems in Germany, church imstitutions, miselonary boarde, the
protection of holy places in Palestine, and emphatically regarding the discontinuance of
the President‘'s envoy to the Vatican,

A moet important phese of the Committee's work 1s glving pertinent information to
our own people and others concerning the Baptist position in respsct to public matters.
The Ezecutive Director publishes a monthly newsletter under the name of REPORT FROM THE
CAPITAL, he writes much for the press, and has produced ancther book entitled The Llbera-
tion of Life, soon to appear. His volums, Separate Church and State Now, written upon
roquest, 1s mchieving a gratifying circulation. Perhaps & service as important sa any
rendered is the exteneive counaelling on questions committed to the office, that afforded
In letters and briefs in anewer to correspondents by no means confined to Baptists, and
Personal participation in numerous conferences together with delivery of sermcna end
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addresess throughout the country. While the Joint Confersnoce Cammittes ©
connecticn with Protestante and Other Americans United for Separatiom of (in
several of its members eerve on the official persomnel of POAU out of recognition
fact that maintenance of ssparation of church and state cannot be had without the |
operstion of all who hold to that principle.

-
L

Your Committee rejolcee that in recognition of the services of the Pubiic Re
Office, both the Southern Baptist Executive Committee and the General Councll of the
Northern Bapiist Conventlon have recommended some jncrease in the allotment of funds for
its work. The Jolnt Conference would aleco call attention to the recommendation of both
Conventions® boarda thac the name be changed fram Public Relatione to Public Affaire, a
designation which more correctly defines the activities of this office.

‘
. LJ -

FEDERAL AID TO DENOMINATIONAL HOSPITALS

At the eemi-annual seseion on March 14, the following was adopted with one diesent-
ing vote:

° y
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"It 18 the opinion of thie Committee thet a grent, or gift, or alloocation of ‘t'az
funds by a state, or by the federal govermment, to a hospitael, owned, contro,
operated by & sectarian religicus organization, as contemplated or permitted by the
Hill-Burton Aot, is e violation of the provieione of the Piret Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States. (

"The decieiona of the United Stetee Supreme Court in the Everson u')nd McCullum cases
state that ‘no tax in any emount, large or small, can be lavied to support any religlous
activities or institutions, whatever they may be called, or whatever form they may adopt
to teach or practice religlon.' The denominationally-cwvned hospitals are operated for
the double purpose of minietering to the sick and forverding the purpoees and progrems
of the denominatione. They are generally recognized ae very effective agencies for
cummending the Chrietian faith as interpreted by the supporting churches."

ROTE: Up to March 15, 1950, 76 of the 99 government grants to denominatiopel
hoepitale heve been to Raman Catholic inetitutione. Of the totel eum granted to these
hoepitale $43,264,605, the Cetholice have received $35,925,248. Only three Baptist out
of eome thirty Baptist hoapitale in the United States have received aid, and two of
theee have changed status from Baptist ownership.

AMERTICAN REPRESENTATIVE TO THE VATICAN

The Joint Conference Committee on Public Relatione, officially constituted by the
Southern Baptist Convention, the Northern Baptist Convention, the National Baptiet Con-
vention, and the National Baptist Conventilon, Inc., representing a total constituency

of pixteen million Baptiste throughout the United States 1 C-a
, 1n seeeion in Washington, D.
Tuesday, March 1L, 1950, hereby unanimously: ,

(1) tlECORIB ITS SATISFACTION at the acceptance by the President of the United
dOMQ: of the resignation of Mr. ron C. Teylor as hie pereonal repreeentative (Ambesst-
r) to the Vaticen. Thia terminated e relationship vhich in the judgment of the Com-

mittee on Public Reletione hme Yor ten years coneti*ated a violation of the American
principle of Separation of Church and State.
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(2) RESPECTFULLY REMINDS THE PRESIDENT of the United Stetes of his pledge that this
M.gdoroﬂip To the Pope wouldl be terminated with the establishment of peace following
the sacond world war. This pledge was made on two occasions to committeess representing
the Pederal Council of Churches of Christ in Americe with recognized Baptist leaders among
those present, and by letter to the President of The Associated Church Press.

(3) EARNESTLY KXPRESSES 'HE HOPE that, having accepted Mr. Taylor's resignation, the
President will do mothing toward appolnting e successor to him or toward continuing the
office.

(4) REQISTERS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE an intense disapproval of any proposel
vhich might lead to the establishment of any official representative between the President
or the government of the United States end the Vaticen. We should deplore the decisive
religious controversy which such a move would precipitste.

* * *

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON WORLD ISSUES

Edward O. Clark, Acting Chairman
Pastor, The Chevy Chese Baptlst Church
Washington, D, C.

I. Concerning the United Natlons.

We commend the accompliehments of the United Natlons in eeeking to further under-
etanding between nations and in patiently buillding machinery to effect working adjuetments
between the various netionelisetic points of view. In the Jight of the difficultiee of the
8itvation, the accompliehmentsp have been worthy.

The United Natione, we recognize, operatee under unueually severe limitatione, sepec-
fally In the matter of the veto plan. We believe that this organization could become a
mch more effective inetrument for peace and good-will 1f these limitations were modified.
¥e strongly urge, therefore, that the members of the United Nations representing the United
States take the 1nitiative In promoting & Commiseion to etudy anew the machinery of the
United Nations with a view to broadening the scope of ite operations end to Increeeing
Its effectiveness as an agency for werld peace. Meanwhile we urge thet our Government
glve ite increaeing support to the strengthening of thie world organization 1in every wey
posaible.

I1. Long Range Plane for International Co-operation.

It 1e further urged that our national leadere keep an open mind with regard to plane
for cloeer international co-operation which go reyond the present scope of the United
Petione end which mey materimlize in the distant future. If world peece 1s to be an
ultimate reality, it seems essentlal that meny powers nov in the exclusive domaln of
dationalism ehall have to be placed in aoms democratic, interr.at ional order yet to be
deviged. Whether such a plan ahould involve & world government or some kind of con-
Tederation of the natione, we do not propose to say, but the question of & more effective
“orld organization than we have at preeent must challenge our thinking.

II. The Implicatione of the Hydrogen Bomb.

To the Honorable Brien McMehon, Senator from Connecticut, and others goes the credit
g weking proposals challenging the nationse to face, in terrible realiem, the impllca-
tons of modern explosive warfare. We of the churches call for the launching nf a moral
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of Senator NoMahon as &
and spiritual crusade for peacs. We commend the proposals & bast
for di'lcuoicn by the nations in order that the whole world may face, before it 1s too
late, this life-and-death lesus of our day.

Specifically, we stand for the following program in our effort to implement a more]
and spiritual crusade for peace: ’

1. Recognition that mankind stands at the most crucial crosercade in all histery,
dus to the destructive character of modern warfare.

st
p——

2. The volce for peace and understanding by the democratic naticns must bs empowers!
to reach all peoples of the world.

eBdld

3. We favor the mutual and drastic limitation of armaments, provided it hes univer-

sal acceptance by the nations end 1s coupled with the economic rehabilitation of backwan
nations.

|

4. It 1e most urgent that eome satiefactory plan for the international regulation/

i of the mapufacture of atamic and of hydrogen bombs be accemplished undsr the United ;!lti
t

5. Recognitian that real security ie a spiritual thing and must be bas ually
upon the friendly epirit and good-will of nation to natiom.

(
To ocarry out thie program in the interest of e peace that will be truly Christian,

vo call upon all vorld leaders to labor with undaunted faith.

EARPESE2EFEEE

Iv. E Crisle E Chine ald Burma.,

' We seek the right of waintaining our miesion work in China and in Burma in its in-
i ' tegrity. We re-effirm the principle of democracy and baeic human righte ae proclaimed by
the United Nations to be essential for a free and a peaceful world. Our State Department

ie urged, therefore, to @se its influence in preserving the righte of our naticnale in
these countries in their promotion of miseion work.

e R

V. Internationalization of Holy Places.

=88

f The plan for the intermationalization of the holy placees of Palestine has been adopted
by the United Nationa. It haee not, however, been put into effect because of the sericus
y difficultiee encountered. The problem is not en easy one to eolve, We believe, however,

that it merite further aerious study and that in thie etudy due consideration should be
glven to e plan which will:

Find 1likely ecceptence of both Arebe and Jewn;

Offer protection and preesrvation of all holy places
throughout both the Arab and Jewish territories;

| ¢. Remove the holy sites from factional disputen and from
likelihood of desecrationa.
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EXITRACIE FROM REPOET OF OOMMITTEE ON EELIOIOUS IJRERTY

Bdvard B. Willingham, Chairmen |
Pastor, Naticnal Baptist Memorial Church
Waahington, D. C.

Religious liberty 1s being attacked by powerful world forces today. Danger threatens
from philosophies and powers which deny the existence of God and the place of religion with
son, Quite cpenly do the Commmist leadsrs seek to destroy perscnal rights which have
commonly been held ssored, end religlous liberty has suffered severely at their hands. We
place ourselves on record against the Commnnist threat to the right of all psople every-
vhere to worshlp freely, and without reetraint, in accord with the dictates of comecience.

Danger also threatens religious liberty from those who have a religious philoscphy
vhich claims peculiar privilege to itself and denocunces all others as heretical, to be
tolerated anly so long as expediency demands. The Roman Catholic hierarchy, respousible
to the Pope in the Vatican, 1e 1dentified with aggressive movemsnts in various parts of
the world today where religious liberty is sither denied, throttled or threatened.
Vigorously would we comtend for the right of Roman Catholics to hold to religious viewe
in keeping with oomscience. Just as vigorously do we place ourselves an record against
the church-etate hierarchy which aspires to control governmente and affaire of people
through political and economic powser with disregard for imndividual soul liberty and denial
of the principle which we know as religious liberty. Raman Catholic “religious toleration'
is by no means to be aocepted as identical with religious liberty.

RELTQIOUS PERSECUTIOR IR ITALY

The Italien Interior Minietry, defending the incldent in which miesionaries of Texae
(hurches of Christ were atoned, infarmed the United States Embassy in Rome that American
frotestant activities in Italy often aid Camuniem, and alec that “Commmnists are about
the only Ttalians who join Protestant culte”. It should be remembered that there are more
Communiste in Italy than any other country except Ruseia. BSince Roman Catholice claim 98¢
of the Ttelian population, we might ask what Catholice are doing about welcoming Cummuniste
aaong their rumber. Rvengelicals in I'taly have united in denylng the false charges and
they call upon "all Amaricana to compel the Italian government to ebide by, respect, end
eracute Article 15, Section I, Part II, of the Peace Treaty, which Itely eigned in Paris
&nd vhich hae been ratified by the garernmente concerned, which provides:

‘Ttaly ehall taks al) measures neceasery to secure to all persons under Italian
Juriediction, without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion, the
enjoyment of human rights and of the fundamental freedoms, including freedom
of expreesion, of press and publication, of religious worship, of political
opinion, and of public meeting."

ROMAN CATHOLIC FRANCO REGIME IN SPAIN

Special interset ehould center on Spain eince there 1s much agitation to have the
United States lend aid to the Franco Government thera. Even though the United Nations
&nd our own United States contend for religious liberty, conelder o few of the tyranniese
of the Romen Cathollc Franco regime in Speln: (a) Proteatants are denled the right to
Propagate their faith, although Raman Catholica heve that right in Protestent countries;
‘%) Protestante must hold thelr services in inconspicious buildings on a side street, and
% 6ign or insignia indicating it 1is a church—ie_al{m?n the building; (c¢) Protestante
"6 "ot permitted publicly to bury their own dead with the rites of thelr own church;
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() vorehiping by gatheringe in privete homes is forbidden; (e) publication and sele of
the Protestant version of ths Bible is forbidden; likewiss, Protestant hymnale, religiow N
papers and books; (f) Proteetant books eent in from abroad do not pass the censor; (g)
Spanish Protestants ars not allowed to have their own echool, although in Protestant ocow.
tries Roman Catholice may have their own echoole provided they pay for them; (h) Protestat

18

‘children are eubject to compulsory Roman Catholic instruction in state schools; (1) govery ;.“:
ment permite to reopen Protostant chapels are refused; (J) no new permits for services
have been granted to Protestants for almost two years; (k) permite to bulld new Proteste L
chapels are not granted; (1) no Protestant is allowed to hold a government poelticn, teach
school, or eerve as an army officer. ot
RELIGIOUS OPPRESSION IN LATIN AMERICA

The Romsn Catholic Church-State has turned to Latin America. Ite militery agency and ¥
pocular erm 1 the Madrid-Buenos Aires Axis headed by Francieco Franco of Spain and Percn, g‘,
the Argentine dictator. With this military erm and eecular power 1t hopes to meke itself <
secure in Latin Americe and recover the tontinent of South America for Spanish control afte s
131 years of freedom, galmed by the great liberatore. Already eeverel countries bear ailent ::

and unmistekable evidence of the fate that awalte other Latin American powers.

ni

Take the oxample of the Roman Catholic massacre of Protestante 1ln Bolivia. On Daculd

2k, 1949, elght evangelical Boliviens and the Rev. Norman Dabbe, e Cenadian Baptisi, the
worGe of La Petris of La Paz, were “clubbed and chopped to death”. The inetigptor of the =
crime was a Roman Catholic priest, Javier Tumiri, who incited en Indian mob do the ’L;

massacreing. This unprovoked maseacre was cammitted while the evangeliste ,lﬁ'ore peacefully
at worehip.

CLOUDS OVER NORTH AMERICA

Recent developmente have been pyramiding to warn people in the Unitod States and Canads o,

of attitudes and intentions of the Roman Catholic Church-State. The Vatican ie zealously
eeeking to extend more and more control over this continent. The utterances of Cardinal 8
Spellman and his uneavory astack upon Mre. Roosevelt are typicel. The efforts to lay hold "
on public tex funde for Roman Catholic uee in echoola and church charitiss should be a

warming. Attention hms been called to the power of the Roman Catholic Church-State over

such vital agencies as: (8) The Preee, including all news sourcee which it euppresaes,
colors or uses to it personal edvantage; members of the Roman Church hold etrategic
poeitione in nearly all of the large periodicals and daily pepers; (b) The Redio, and other -
newa channels; (c) Catholic Action, which extende ite control or influence to various boords T
and organizations such ae education, labor, eocial, political, industrial, and financisl. u
ng
* #* * n
L}
DR. DAWSON ANSWERS ATTACK ON POAU

t
(Washington Religlous Review, April 10, 1950) &

THE program of Protestants and Other Americane United for Separation of Church and
Stete has been biested here by the Rev. Thomas Keehn, legislative sacretary of the Council
for Soclal Action, Congregationel-Chrietian Churches.

During eoveral recent addresses before Weehingtun churcia groups, Mr. Keehn has been l

putepokenly critical of the POAU program. In & atatement to The Washington Relig
. eligious
Review, Mr, Keehn further clarified his position on the 1gseue, Later, Dr. Joeeph M.

Daweon, recording pecretery and co-founder of POAU, and prominent Baptist public relatione
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dfiolal, losued a rebuttal statsment to the Review. Dr. Dawaon epocks for Dr. Glemn Archer,
ascutive director of POAU, who 1s out of the city.

*p0AU ie in no way repressatative of Protesteantism,* said Mr. Keshn in hie etatement.
*py using the word ‘Protestant’ in the first word in ite name, it presumes to epeak for
notestantism in the issues involving separetion of church and state. At lsast to the public
it appears a8 the spokesman for Protestantiem. This 1e¢ mors inaccurate and misleading.”

Mr. Keehn declared that "the nature and program of POAU tend to make it an anti-
aatholic movement, even though it disclaims this purpose,” and added:

*Apparently, the mejor support of the arganization, both financially and in ite
program, come® from the 'end others,*' rether than from Protestants. As far ae the program
gee, I bellove this organization has performed & real dleeervice to all religious groupa---
cstholic, Proteestant and Jewlsh---by the role 1t played in supporting the Supreme Court
dscision which prchibited relesased time for religious teaching in thes Champeign (Jllinoie)
cass. In my opinion, thie decleion was welcomed primarily by the secular forcee of the
rontry and regretted by the great majority of the religiocue forces, POAU was on the wrong
#slde of the tracks ae far as orgenized religion was concerned.”

“I think, however, that the motive of those individuals who initiated POAU and carry
m 1te program 1s comwendable. All Awericans interested in a free, dsmocratic soclety and
in the responelbility of religion to influence thls society phould stend togethor in sup-
porting this doctrine of separation of church and state."

Dr, Dawson'e reply follows:

“I regret that Mr. Keshn, unlike many of hie fellow Congregetionaliste who aotively
support POAU, apparently hee himself been unable to pert with the ideas of uniam of church
and state which prevailled in the esteblishment of the Congregational Church in Massachusette
Bay Colony, and continued in the union of that Church with the State of Maseachusetts until
16833, His repeated criticism of the United Stetes Supreme Court interpretations of the
Firet Amendment in favor of complete aeparation of church and state indicatee that he finds
1t difficult to support thie American principle which has been vigorouely championed by

nearly all Protestante in thie country.

"Thet Mr. Keehn's objections to POAU are not shared by all Congregeationaliete is
broved by the fact that one of the orgenization's chlef founders and offlcere le a dle-
tinguiehed member of hie church. The persounel of POAU'e officers, Executive Committee
and National Advisory Council 1s composed of outstanding leaders in all the mejor denomi-
dations ranging down to the emaller, euch as the Congregationallet, even to the very loast.
Ite oteadily growing membership throughout the nation reveale & truly representative crose-

section of American Protestentism.

"Mr. Keehn 1e correct in etating that POAU doea not act officially for the Protes-
tant denominatione. There 18 no single existing organization which could. POAU wae or-
ganized by individuals, and in the intereat of perfect freedom of actlon expects to con-
tus on that besie. While it hea not been officlslly edopted by eny denomination, 1t
has been moat widely and warmly commended by Protestant churches, apsociations, conventione

tnd conferencee throughout the United States.

'Mr. Keehn 1s aleo correct in stating that the remarkable financial support which has

beer. accorded POAU 1e not confined to Protestant church people. As ite neme plainly sbows,

It embraces @11 Americans who believe in separation of church end stete, with religlous
fresdom  for everyone -- (Catholic, Proteetant, Jew and non-churchman alike. While contril-
btione have not been adequste for the great task POAU has undertaken, they have neverthe-
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lese besn hearty and generally well-distributed.

= to both friende and foes, POAU, in ite two short yeare of positive
to m::ioiﬁn;mm to the duty of maintatning the Americen Constitutional prinod
mot with unexpscted and large succeae. It hopes, while ever emphesizing the posit
approach and fully respecting the faitb and worship of every bellever -« Catholio, | :
tant, Jew and conecience under vhatever name -- to keep on resleting the applicetig E
public funde to non-public ipetitutioms, to correct sectarian inetructiom in the publl
schools, and to dencunce any ambaseadorship by the United States to any church -- fn
to prevent, if possible, the threatened overthrow of America's most distinotive and den.
ficial principls, the peparation of church and state.”

IMPORTART BOOKS RECOMMENDED

EARLY CHRISTIANS (F THE 21ST CENTURY. By Chad Waleh. Harper & Brothers, $2.00.

The deathbed misery of cne civilization and the appearance of the next civilizagim
waiting to take ite place -- what an account to undsrtake! But Chad Welsh is a ¢ el
euthor, hence hia judgement on the preeent apd hie vision of the future merits h/tgh roep
even though one should remaln unconvinced &s to same of his findinge. !

THIS NATION UNDER GOD. By Elbert D. Thames. Barper & Brothers, $2.7%.
|

The Utah Senator, in thie his elxth book, hes made & stalwart plea for the principle
of separation of church and state and for public morale based on the recognition of ol
In addition there are veluable blographical msteriale.

THE FLACE OF RELIGION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS. By Virgil Henry. HBarper & Brothers, $2.%50.

This ie a feactual presentation containing dependable information, but 1t faile to
offer e completely satiefactory solution of the problem.

THE DIPLOMAT. By James Aldridge. Little, Brown and Campany, Boston, $3.75.

Thie highly readable novel is the most enlightening portrayel of the meaning and
methods of diplomecy in the present world sftuation.

AMERICAN IMMIGRATION POLICY. Rdited by William S. Bermard. Herper & Brothers, $4.00.

The prolonged nationwide discussion over the admiesion of Dieplaced Persone makes

thie resppraissel of the American tmmigration policy indispenseble to all who would spea
or write on the subjsct,

Order from this office & copy of Seperate Church and State Now, by Joseph M. Dewsds,

liehere declare this book has

received the most 8 jewe since Moffstt
translation of the Bible. REISTE teate




