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PARTIAL OR COMPLETE GEPARATIOR COF CHURCH AND STATE?

At the Baptist World Congress, held 1n Cleveland in July, a waman approached the
Executive Director and seid, "Ch, I bave read your bock Separate Church and State Now
and Then!” “Perbape you mean Separate Church and State Now', euggested the Executive
Director. "Really in the mindas of some ancther addition should be made tc have the
title read Separate Church and State Now and Then, Here and There."

It is much to be lamented that so many throughout the world remein confused in
regard to separation of church and state. The principle wae firet enunciated by Jesus,
vhen he said, "Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's and to God the things that
gre God's"” (Mark 13:17). Ae Anson FPhelps Stokea writes in hie great work, Church and
State ip the United Stetes (3 vols., Harper), "That saying laid the foundatiom on which
the theory of the separstion of Church and State wae to be developed in the course of
the centuries.” Whep Constantine in 313 recognized Christianity se an "allowed rell-
glon” and Theodoslus in 380 meade Christianity the religion of the Raman Empire the
priociple was outraged,

The term separation of church and state” was first used by Thames Jefferson 1in
bip letter to the Denbury Baptiste in 1802. Of course, Thamas Helwys in England and
Roger Williama in New England, Baptist foundere, had ardently advocasted the principle
long before under slightly different phraseclogy.

As Stokes correctly pays:

"This phraee, now 50 well known in constitutional discuseion, does not
actually appear in the Cometitution of the United States, or in that of eny
of the states except Utah, but the idea for which it stande 1s found both ip
the conetitutional provisions against religlous tests, and in the words of
the First Amendment, which states that 'Congreses shall meke no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion...,.' These forbid & Church establlahed by
luw, and thereby require the separation of Church and State, They do not
prevent such informal typee of co-cperetion between the two povwers se dare
vithin the law in the interest of the public, but there can be no inter-
locking of institutionsl functioms.”

Further Stokes remerks:

"It i1s thie separation, through comstitutional enactment, etatute, and
putlic opinion, between Church and State that has, in the opinion of most
thoughtful American publicista, became the cornerstone of our religious
freedom in the United States. OSometimes a foreign echolar or observer ie
&able to see thinge of this character with unusual clarity end to exprees
them with fresh suggestiveness. So let us guote the opinton of one of the
most eminent moderc European writere on religlous liberty -- Professor
Franceeco Ruffini (1863-1934}:
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*1 _ Apd thus it is that religious liberty and separatism bave
became in Americe two terms vhich, ideally, historically, and prece
tically, are insepafable. Such is the theory vhich 1s defended by
those European writers vho took upon themselves to extol the Ameri-
can system of seperstiem as agalnst the European system of Jjurisdic. y

ticoeliem or Erastianimm.'” /—\_r

A final quotation fram Stokee ia in order: vL
by Catholic

"The phrase 'separation of Church and Stete' 1e Dot appro
authority unlees its meaning 1s limited by definition. It was epecifically
condemned by Plusp IX in bie 'Syllabus of Errore' as cne of the ‘mrincipal
errors of our time,' and though the Church bas adjuiested 1teelf to it ae a
modus vivendi in this country and in certain other democracies, 1t thecre-
tically cannot approve of it as an ideal.

"A definition from the point of view of one of the leading Protestant
Chrietian publicists of our time ie that of Dr. Charles C. Morriecn (187h-

long the editor of the Christiesn Century:

"'By the separation of church and stete is meant the cometi-
tutional provision which forbids the making of sny law, and there-
fore the taking of any executive action, tbat involvee the intere
locking of the officisl functions of the state with the officlal or
ipstitutionsl functione of eny church.,'"

Baptists, in theory at lesat, have alwaye stocod for complete separatiom of church
ond state in America, As stated in their Msnifeeto om Religious Liberty at the Copen-
hagen Congrese, they believe thie 18 best for the Church and for the State, not oaly
in the United States, but In the whole world. Even in thoee countriee where such
separation 1s not immediately poeeible, they belleve 1t should be faithfully upheld as
the ideal toward which & sincere and earmest etruggle to reslize 1t should de made,

* * *

PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE CEAIRMAN PASSES

The deatb of E, Hilton Jeckson, Washington, D. C., on July 16, at the age of
eighty, is mourned by Baptists throughout the Nation. Mr. Jackeon had been Chairman
of the Baptist Jeint Committee on Public Affaire eince its formation in 1939, under the
leadership of Dr. Rufus W, Weaver, who died in 1947, He had been the canstant coun-
sellor of the present Executive Director fram the time of teking office.

This distinguished Constitutional lawyer and scholar made cont ibutions to Ameri-
can Jurieprudence of historic importance, As might have been expected, his most out~
standing influence was exerted in the field of church-state reletione, In the Eversad
case he appeared before the Unlted States Supreme Court and argued for camplete separss
tion of church and etate, The basic decision of the Court in that cage, the first ever
made directly on the meaping of the First Amendment to the Federal Copetitution, was
momentoue. In & second caBe -~ the McCollum e- where the Baptist Joint Committee sube-
mitted a friendly brief, Mr. Jackson's ideas received favoreble consideration, and the
fundamental findings of the Court in the Everson decieion were upheld and further clsri
fied. These two decieions have already hed profound effects, and doubtlees are degtined
to shape significantly the future of ocur country., He lived in the expectation that the
only inconsistency he objected to in the FEverson decieion =~ the non~gequitur ruling
tbat free bue transportation to parochial echool children vas e public welfare eervice
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to children and not a goverument grant to sectarisp institutione -~ might eventually
be reconciled with the explicit prohibition of all tax aide, direct or indirect, for
sectsrian purposes contained in the body of that 1947 decision and repeated in the
eight-to-one decision rendered im the McCollum ceee in 1948,

At the forthcoming semli-annual sesesion of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affeire, October 3, 1950, a suitable resolution concerning his eminent services to the

Committee will be offered.

»* * =

BAFTIST WORLD CORGRESS PRONOUNCEMENT ON RELIGIOCUS LIBERTY

At Cleveland on Auguat 25, a manifeato on religious liberty demcribed as e "mid-
century call to religioue freedam" was preasented to the seventh session of the World
Baptist Congress. It came to the Congress from the 19~member Commiesicn on Religious
Liberty beaded by Dr. Stanley I. Stuber of New York, and bore the approvel of the
Executive Committee of the Baptist World Allisnce as an official pronouncement.

The Alliance has a constitutional mendate to report on the ptate of religlous
liberty at each Congreess, ueually held quinquennially. The commiesion was the firet
of meven that met in Cleveland 4¢ report to the Congress, The text of the manifesto
follawse:

"We Baptiets of the world VIEW with grave concern the restrictione upon
conecience and the deliberate religicus persecutione which are now taking
place in many parts of the world.

"We are distressed to lesrn that restraints are placed upon the preach~
ing and teaching of God's Word; that religicus instruction, particularly of
young people, is hindered and Christian youth movements are prohidited; that
there is interference with the training of the ministry and the appointment
of church officers; and that cbestacles are placed in the way of public even~-

geliew and missionary work.

"The principle of separation of Church and Stete in some areas, evern 1o
places where it ie now praecticed, is seriously questlomed; officers and mem-
bers of churches have been arrested and imprisoned on an increaeing scale both
in Communiet countriee and others where the Raoman Catholic Church ie dominant.

"Moreover, we regret to note thut in a few nations, where there dre ea-
tublished Protestapt churches, minority religloue groups are sometimes wukbject
to legul disabilities.

Present Dangers

"Viewing this violation of religious freedom and besic numun rights, we
are led to DECLARE that at po time in the history of Christianity has there
been greater danger of losing aight of the principles snd ideals for which it
cxietas, The danger ie increased by the fuct that liberty is veing denied by
tLose who profess to cherish it. Violation of conecience arises not merely in
Communistic territory, but sometimes even within the churches themselves. Not
only do Communiete imprison Raman Catholics and Protestante; Roman Catholics
sre ready to persecute Protestants, and certein Protestants to u lesaer degree
deny Roman Cetholice and others full liberty.

Goveroments completely totalitarian, Church-State Alliances, and meterial-
istic mecularism combine to make the existence of free churches o matter of

deepest concern.




The Chsllenge

"Having cammitted ouraelves from the beginning to the priociples of
religious liberty as derived fram the Word of God, ve, as Baptiets, now RE-
AFFIRM our historical pesition, and pledge ourselves to seek for all men the
right of free and uphirtered sccess to God and the right to form and propa- /
gate opinion ip the sphere of religion without interference by civil and S

religious powers.
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"We believe that every persin has the right to exprese hiqxteligious
beliefe in worship, tesching and practice, without moral, socisl or political
penalties., We stand against tyranny, whether of state or churth, and cone
demn us againet the will and puarpose of God any ecte vhich ou'ei'age the con=
ecience of freedameloving people,

—

"We support the Universal Decleration of Buman Righte, ae adopted by
the United Nations, and emphasize that these righte include for every person
"the freedam to change his religion or belief and the freedom either alone or
in comrunity with others and in public or privete to manifest hie religion or
belief in teaching, practices, worship and observance.'

_Appesl to Action

"Realizing that a challenge to certain churches ie a challenge to ue all,
and that we are not slone in thie struggle for freedom:

"We appeal to Baptist churches throughout the world to lead in the pro-
clamation and practice of religioue liberty,

"We appeal to Protestant State-Churches, and other churchee which hold a
daminant position, to cherish and pramote the principles of religious liberty,
granting to Roman Catholice, Jewe and members of other religious groups, amd
to those who acknowledge no religious faith, the same rights and privilegee
which they demand for themselves without discrimipationa or disabilities,

"Eg sppeal to the Raman Catholic Church to sbandon its discriminstion
against or perpecution of Proteetante and Evengelicals &nd all others 1in Spain,
Italy, Portugal, the Belglan Comgo, Mexico, Argentina, Colambis end elasewhere,
and to unite on an equal basis with all freedom-loving people against totali=-
tarianiem and for camplete religious liberty.

"Eg appeal to the rulers of Communiet countriee to cease their policy of
discrimination againet religiom, and to refrain from intimidating Christian
churches and their leadere by arrests and thrcats of arrest, and aleso from
hindering Christian organizatiocne for the service of youth aod the public
manifeateation of the Gospel.

“We appeal to tbe United Natjome to apply the principles of the Universal
Declaration of Buman Rights to nationa and tarritorics nov under the damina-
tion of any one particular religioue force (vhether Ielam, Raman Catholicism or
Protestantism) aa it has already done in the caee of countriee dominated by
Campuniem, bringing them before the bar of world opinion, and refusing them en-
iry ioto the group of freedom-loving natioms until they have demopstrated that
they intend to ebide by the Declaration both in spirit and in practice.

"H_e_ appeal to all nations to demonstrate their support of the Universsal
Declaration of Buman Rights by ratifying the Covenant designed to legalize the
Decleration,
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Cause to Rejoice

"We rejoice to be meoting at this time in s country vhich has & noble
tradition of religious liberty, as safoguarded in the Comstitution of the
United States of Amsrica and in ite Bill of Rights, and smintained through-
out the geverations in e tradition of free churches in a free state, vhich
ve are confident will, under the guidance and dlessing of God, never be over-
thrown.

"We ask God, who alcne 1s the Lord of the comscience, to lead menkind
forvard out of darkness into light, out of falsehood into truth, out of fear
into freedom,"

» * *

THE COMMITTEE'S SEMI-ANRUAL SESSION, CCTOBER 3

At no time aince the organization of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs
bas it confronted a higher duty of expressing, in harmony with Baptist thought, ite
interpretation of public isaues tban will be the case on October 3, when it will meet
ip Waphington in ite eemi-apnusl session, Of particular concern will be the findingse of
the pub-committees on World Affairs, Domestlic Issuea, Baptlast Cooperation and Religlous

Liberty.

Conaider, in the light of the above, a report like the following item from the
Religious Newe Service, dated September 13:

DAYTON, O. =~ Promotion of religious freedom and separation of Church and State in
latin America depend largely on the pecple of the United States, Dr. Hugh Ivan Evane,
moderator of the Presbyterien Churdh in the U.S.A,, said on arriving et hie home here
after s 37=-day official Church tour of Central and South America.

"Many believe,” he said, "that the solutionm of the problem of persecution in Latin
America lies in the United States. The relatiomship between Church and State ip the
United Stetes is reflected in Latin America.”

Be ipdicated that, while the etruggle to keep Church and State separated may eeem
to Horth Americana to be a problem of latin American countries, people of those coun=-
tries "believe that the front line is in our country."

"1f any church group linke Church and State together in North America, those to
the South feel that there is no hope for them,” he eald.

* = *

N. IRVIN GRESSITT

Public

Among the capable laymen who have served oo the Baptist Joint Committee on
Affairs since 1ts inception wae the Honorable N. Irvin Gressitt of Baltimore. This
well known lawyer will be sadly missed from the Committee 's counsels. Mrs, Greasitt,
{n acknowledging our letter of sympathy in his loss and appreciation of his invaluahle

contribution, writes: "My late husband was very much interested in the work of the
Baptirt Joint Committee on Public Affairs. He never liked to miss the meetings, and
vhen he was not able to be among you at the meetings, he alvays vanted to be represent-
ed by eomeone who could come back and give bim & good report of the days work.
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NOTABLE CONTRIBUTION TO BOOKS (N BAPTIST HISTORY

A HISTCRY OF THE BAFTISTS, By Robert G, Torbet, The Judson Press, Philadelphin
538 pages, $6.00. /_

The eub-title to thie camanding volume reads: “The story of a people who have
Bought to prectice New Testament Christianity, defend religious libertys and foster
the democratic way of life"”, An introduction by Dr. Kemnth Scott Lagourstte well seyw;
"Professor Torbet writee as & Baptist, end as cne to vham the Baptist beritage ie very
precious. However, he hae endeavored not to allow hie deeply held gonvictions to &a.
tort hie view of what actually happened., The Baptist record speaks for itself.” Be.
glnning with the roots of Baptist principles and of an accomnt of the Anabaptiste and
including a reaeonable discussion of Britleh and European Baptiets, he presents a fair
and readable hietory of American Baptists. Not to be ignored are bhis fine appendices,
five in pumber, together with an indispensable index., An insight {nto the author'e
line of treatment may be had fram his final summary:

"Baptists have appealed moet etrongly to the cammon people, whether 1n
Europe, Great Britain, or in the United Statees, and they have ministered
chiefly to the wvorking clasees, both vhite and colored, This has been true
e¢lpo on mission fields where the greatest ingatheringe have been fram the
depresped classes. Thie universal distinctive of Baptists may be explained
in several ways. They have presented consistently a werm evangel of persone
alized religion. The simple democracy of their church life has made a strong
appeal to the disinherited society. The encouragement of the individual to
read the Bible for himself has had 1ts own special attraction to those who
feel that God has s meseage of salvation and security for all who will but read
and take heeﬂ."

It 18 a pleasure to cammend this excellent work to our constituency.

* * *

PRAY PCR THE USITED NATIONS

In keeping with consistent practice eince representing the Baptiste of the
United Statee ip the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, the Executive Director
attended the great meeting of non-governmental organizations which support the United
Rations, held in the Waldorf-Astoria, New York, September 17, Nothing in that impres-
slve gathering of over 3,000 from over the Umlted States wae quite so appealing as the
earnest plea of Ambassador Warren Auetin, U. S. member of the UN Security Council, for
the people‘s prayers. He teetified ae to the efficecy of prayer, said the meeting of
the General Assembly would be opened with pilent prayer, commended the arrangements
for prayers in the churches for the UN, and besought all to pray for the guidance of
God.

With all this we are in deepest sympathy. It occurs to us that im view of the
vast responeibllity now reeting upon the UN for the peace of the world, Chrietlan peos
ple should not only observe days of prayer for the international organization entrust-
ed by fifty-nine natione for the peace of the world, but should pray daily for it.
Why should not our paetore call the people to prayer for 1t?




