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WHY AN AMBASSADCOR TG THE VATICAN?

The Roman Church 1s putting preesurc op cur iovernment to pend o fuil ambapsador to
‘le Vatican, If thet 1s done, it would constitute a rpecinl favor to a single church, a
vivtus)l coptrsctual reletion betwecen the Government spd the Vuaticao. In 1867 the Congress
¢ the Jnlted Statee declined to furnieh further fumds for euch an umtassadorship, which
tad prevalied for & little time, ob the apecific grounds that the Vaticen wase violating
religious 1iberty aud we were viotatipg our own Comstitution which requires camplete
ceparstion of church apd state.

The proposal to tle up our Government with the Vatican at this time presents e pecul-
‘ar embarrseement 1n two reepects. Firet, in the cnforcement of the antl-cammunist law
pweoed by the present Congrees. That lew orders our officials to refuse contry to advo-
cntes of totaiitariem. Already our government hae rejected Comunists from behind the
iron Curtm!n end Fulungiste from Frenco'e Spain. What {e the United States to do with
<huae who come her>® from the Vatican, known to be tbe moert pronounced totalitarisp state

‘n the world?

In a second respect the propoesl to send an ambaseador from the Unlted Statee is most
-ompllicating. Our country 1s weglog a distipct battle agalnet Communism and other totall-
tarian systema. The Romap Csatholic Church in ite bsttle with Cammunism has become en-
meshed in policles which are strictly pecullar to {t and irrelevant to ue. One of the
ma)or problemp of the Romen Church in tte fight for survival in Burope 1s church owmerahlp
of echoole supported by state tax fumds. America cannot march under the Pope'e banper in
iefense of that. Nor can our country enter into partnership with the Vaticen in upholding
;and monopcly ty the Church and clerical interference with GCovernment. Why should we be
tr..d that America 1e dependent oo the woefully handicapped Vatican for eeplonage work
smong the Coomunists and secret counsele svailable to usj let ua fight our bettle with
‘.mpuriem on clean-cut lasuep of freedoms for ell men, uncampllicated by & tle-up with the
ilstrcened policles of the Vatican,

In paaeing from wnotice of the totalitaries church, we must express gratitude that the

untries of the wor.d which are freest fram Communism arc Protestant countriee -- americs,

“nglund, Holland, the Scandineviar natlons, Australism apd Caneds, It 1s mrorrowful to notc
't the countrier murt imperililed 'y ommunism are Romarn Catholic.

A FRIZEL PORTRAIT OF KRUGER WILLIAMD

Throught permission of Lhe Library of Congresr and efforts of Dr. Thomse F. Boorde of
niston, D, C., the Baptiet Joint Committee on Public Affeirs has scquired a 26 by 3b
“es photographic copy of s tine pwinting of Roger Williiama., It repreasente him 1n the
Je*nepa 2L hie way to Phode Island In the dead of winter to found the first Baptiet
P.rohoin fmerics in 163 and to entabliish the first free ftate with s frec church Io the
“letory of mapkind. truperly frumed, 1t hangs in our office, » reminder of the berolpm of
7¢ £ the greatest of the founding fathern, whore atatue it Seneva 1r alougelde that of
MWartir. Luther, John Calvin and John Knox.
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QUR MESSAJE CARRIED T0 THE FEOPLE

During the fall months the Executive Director bas, in additiocn to office dnxieo,‘}
filled many cngagements outside. In the North he addressed audiences in Huntingion,” Pem.
eylvania and Buntington, West Virginia, the West Virginia Baptist State Convention at
Parkersburg, a religious liberty rally of all cburchee at Takoma Park, and; and '
meetings at Grace Lotheran Church apnd Columbia Heights Chrietisn of Washingtom,
D. C. In the South he delivered the Reformation Day eddress for the churches of Memphis
in the Municipal Auditorium, the Reformation Day address for the churches of Alexandria,
louisiana, in the Bolton Auditorium; and the South Carolioa Baptist State Conventian at
Charleston on, "Current Church-Statc Problems”.

IMPORTANT BOOKS BEARING ON CHURCE-STATE RELATIONS

Mr. William R. Scott, Monteagle, Tennessee, 8 retired Washington Jourmaliet, writes
the Executive Director: "The crisies we face is turning the thoughte of Americans to basic
things in our history. The flood of books on our origin, our development, our idealism ic
goveroment, among which 1s your own book, Separate Church and State Now, is evidence of
this deep ctirring. There ie manifcet a desire to 'put none but Americane on guard!, as
George Washlngton inetructed at another criticel reriod....Thie meane that alien ideas of
every type are under closest scrutiny or sttack, such as alien attemptes to foist on us angy
degree of union of church and state."

In recogrition of this fact the Baptist General Aseoclation of Virginia, in ite aen-
pusl seesion at Roanoke, recommended that certain current books on Church-State relstions
in America be included in all church libraries.

Not all the booke here noted deserve a place in church libraries. They are presented
bowever, as important contributione, pro and con, of interest to the geveral public, and
of particular meening to students, editors, executives and pastors.

The Vaticen And Its Role In World Affairs. By Charles Pichon, translasted from the
giench by Professor Jean Misrahi. E, P, Duttcn and Company, Inc., New York. 382 pages,
.50,

Since the appeerance of Avro Menhattan'e volume, The Vatican ipn World Politice
(Borizon Prees, Inc., New York, $3.75) the Romarists have doubtlese felt 1t desirable to
circulete ecmething for counteracting that deveetating book. The present book is a digni-
fied pubtlicetion by a ptandard bouse, under the imprimatur Cardinal Spellmapn. It en-
deavors to present the Vatican bistorically 1in a macner least objectionable to non-Catho-
lice. An example of ite restreint may be cited in what {t saye of Martin Luther: "It
should be understood that peither the intentlions nor the legitimacy of Lutber'e work erc
in question. He never intended to found s church. He eimply wished to reform the ooe
Church, and consequently he applied radical and ever-wildening reforme to it. He wanted
eepecially to re-eetablish it {o 1ts primitive purity, in oppoeition to Rome."

Thie 18 a far cry from the ususl characterization, such as Bighop Charles F. urecc of
Alexandria, Loulsiana, offered the press in protest against a Reformation eddrees deliver:
€d by the Executive Director of the Baptist Public Affeire Committee om October 31, this
year: "The Reformation, se 1t is called, was engendered in beastly lust, brought forth

in hypocrisy and perfidy, and cheriehed and fed by plunder, devastation, end rivere of
innocent English and Irish blood.”
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H‘ﬁ Be Religiom, By Frederick Keller Stamm. Joho Dey Campany, New York, 116

pages,

The popular radio preacher, viic in protest sgainst prejudice supported Al Bmith for
the prusidancy und ia sdmirmtion of humanenses declared Lincoln had the purest religion
pince Jesus of Bazareth, gives vent to his disappointment in the churches which he has
served (taken to be repressntative of all) for lsck of sympethy, love and cooperatiom in
human welfare. "I do not want", he writes, "a religion that wraps God around with defi-
nitions to the point vhere religious groups become bitter, dogmatic, and bigoted", Un-
fortunately he tells ue toc little about the religion he does want. A kind of Bernard
Iddings Bell wail over the sssumed failure of religion, no¥ celculated to win anybody,
but to play down the Protestantism, vhich deepite its faulte and derelictions remains the
moset vital and dypamic expressiom of religion observable in our world today.

Tbe Transcendentslists. Edited by Perry Miller. BHarvard Unlversity Press, Cam-
tridge, Mapsachusetts, 521 pages, $5.50,

All who have read Perry Miller's Jonathan Edwarde (William Sioepe Assoclates, New
York, $3.50), will approach thie noble book with keen anticipation. No one interested
in the religiocus and political founders of American culture can afford tc neglect the
founders of our philosophy. Jopathan Edwards may well be our first and greatest philos-
opher, but those vhoee articlee, essays, poems and addreeses sre gathered in this beauti-
ful volume descrve careful reading, We delight to commend this mssemblage of expressions
from Channing, Clarke, Ripley, Brownson, Alcott, Emerson and others of like stature.

Here I Stand: A g;fe of Martin Luther. By Roland Bainton. Abingdon-Cokesbury
Preas, New York and MashvilTe.” 422 pages, $4.75.

As might be expected from an author, who in this book won a $7,500 prize, this is
& commanding biogrephy. In it Balnton, professor of Eccleelology in Yale University,
bas achieved marked Aistinction in at least two respects: the readableness of hie style
and the wealth of wvoodcuts and engrevings of Luther's own time, which 1llustrate the
text. The book is fescinating, so thet the reader pursues it svidly, Along with this
reader appeal it combines notable comprehensiveness and insight, It will no doubt have
s share in the revival of Protestantiesm which we arc now witneseing.

Thomas Jefferson and American Democracy. By Max Beloff. Macmillan Company, New
York. 271 pages, $2.00.

The Cxonian suthor writee for English reeders. He does not even glimpse Jeffcraon'a
rRignificance in relation to religious liberty and eeparstiop of church and atate. He
does, however, give ap interesting account of Jefferson's ldeas of democracy and offera
a very good account of the political policies pursued by the sage of Monticello in hins
putlic actions.

leace gx Iovestment. By Banjamin A. Javits. Funk end Wagnalls, New York. 2k

jagen, 33-5

Are we financing peace or war? This book 1s & critical inquiry, from the vicwpolrt
>f big business, into the Marsball Plan, Polant Four and other effortis made by the 'Jnited
“tates in behalf of rehsbilitation and reconstruction ic war -- devastated lande. The
‘desa are largely those of Charles E, Wilson, president of Gemeral Electric Company.

Trhe book presepts ideas wkhich are essential to any camplete view of the world attuaticmn.
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John C. Calboun -- American Portrait. By Mergaret L. Coit. Houghton Mifflin
Company, Boston. 593 pages, $5.00.

This 1s s first rate biography, undoubtedly the best yet produced on the subjec
The author gquelifiee for her task both by taste and research. The portrait is vivid
unforgettable, The insighte are true and most 11luminatipg. The wealth of facts wf
have a bearing on what the man wes end what he did is astounding. After rgggin;' .
concludee that the citizeps of Charleston have donc well to erect the tall modilment iy’
Citadel Square to South Carolina's grestest son. To understand the Unlted States ope
must read this volume. '

The American Mind: An Interpretgtion g£ American Thoqggi EEQ Character Since EEE
1880'e. By Henry Steele Commanger. Yale University Presa, New Haven. Ty (2 pages,
$5.00.

Anything by Commanger is accorded high respect in thoughtful circlee. Even though
the reader suspects that the suthor has been somewhat arbitrary i{n his findioge 1ip this
volume, the result is immensely rewarding. It is ungquestionably a much more relladle
Judgment than that of the Hollywood artists, the best-selling novellsts, and the ruling
politiciane. Give us more Commangers!

The Man of Independence. By Jopatban Deniels. J. B. Lippincott Company,
Philedelphia. $3.75-

President Truman, in harmony with s common characterization, 1s presented here as
the eynbol of the Everyday Man in American Life. The author, who has had abundant op-
portunity to etudy bim at close range, offers s moet interesting portrait. The story
le a 1lively ome, full of episodes, and on the whole s faithful one. A revicwer inslste
that Truman is to be recogpized for his "induetry, perseverance. loyalty to his obliga-
tions, total unscareability, and calm copfidence”. Mr., Danlels, who profcsses at one
time to have been in doubt about him, now holds tumt he "beet embodies and exemplifice
the democracy of America."

Zachary Teylor. By Brainerd Dyer. Louisiens State University Prees, Raton Rouge.
455 pages, gh.ﬁ%.

C0ld Rough and Ready, who had much to do with thoee decisive yecars when the war with
Mexico over the anncxetlion of Texae and the acquisition of the great Northwest Territory
were lesues in America, deservea an adequate presentation. Louislana, which more than
any other state claime him, most appropriately presents him. This is s worthy biography,
meriting a place with those makers of history.

* * »

AUTHCR OF CHURCH AND STATE IN THE UNITED STATES COMMENTS

I have read what you eay criticizing my etatement regarding Cardinal Spellmar and
Mre. Roosevelt. Your stetement as to events which have followed the Cardinal'se utterance

doee not eseem to me to lnvalidate my statement., T did not say that the Church would here-

after forego any attempt to secure govercment aid. I did say, and st1ll believe, that
the Cardinal’'s statement 'wee of epoch-meking importence', My reason for this 1a clcarly
implied in the America review which c¢riticizes me for playing up the Cardinal'e stetement
and eaye that the action of the hierarchy, of which Cardinal Spellman wae a member a fev
years earlier, should rather be taken as the norm, It 1is a fact that Cardinal Spellman
bad heretofore outspokenly advocated direct Federsl ald, which made hip atatement to Mro.
Rooeevelt taking e different ptandpoint ao highly significant. Tt {s something that cab
be pointed to for years to came and whenever the Church departs from the policy {ndicated

by the Cardinal in that statement hie utterance can be brought effectively to public
attention.

ANSON PHELPS STOKES




