AFRIL 1951
PRESENT STATUS OF PENDING BILLS OF INTEREST TO CHURCHMER

Apidst the great excitement prevelling throughout the country over the Govern-
ment's forelgn policy, as occasioned by the Preeldent's action 1n reference to the Far
Iastern Comsander, Douglas MacArthur, the Congreee has been somewhat interrupted in
reepect to action on pending dbllis.

Ae of thie wrlting ths draft bHill under consideration in the House has undergone
prolonged debate with the result that the Barden eubetitute, eliminating Universal
Military Training for the present, has been defeated. The Vinson Amendment has been
adopted, and other amendments have besn approved. It 1s somevhat uncertain ae
to ths final outcome, though i1t appears almost sure that some kind of bBill similar to
the one already edopted by the Senate favoring UMT will be the subject of conference
vith s Senate-House committee, with the proepect that the bill agreed upon will be
peesed. Church leadere, ae & rule, have remained eteadfast in their oppoeition to the
adoption of UMI. Moat dencminational bodies all along have paseed resolutions in op-
position. If our church people expect to be effective in preventing thie vaet aesump-
tion of powere by the dllitary affecting educatlon, religion and social 1ife in gener-
al, especially our liberties, they will need to cormunicate with thelr Senatore and
Repreeentatives in Congress againet the proposed UMT Commiesion which 1e to recommend & lawv.

The India Fmergency Assietance Act (H.R. 3017), which authorizee the appropria-
tion of 140 million dollare of new funde and the tranefer of fifty million dollare el-
ready appropriated to ECA for the purpoee of furnishing twu million tone of food gralne
to India as a grant, has never been approved by the House Rulee Committee. Varlous
religious bodlee of the country have strongly urged this grant. Aside from whatever
political influencee such a grant wight have on India, in promoting cooperation with
the United Statee and support of the United Natione, it 1s felt by church leadere that
on the basle of India's dire need tbis would be a Christian act. With millione on the
verge of starvation in India, they contend that thie land of plenty should endeavor to
dc what 1t can to relleve such suffering. If anythlng le to come of the propoeal, it
vill doubtlese be due to an outright expression from individuale and groupe to members
of the Houee Rules Committee, in & plea that the bill be allowed to come before the
Bouse, where 1te merite may be fully diecuseed and the people may have & chance to make
up their minde and communicate thelr wishee to their re; esentatives.

The widespread interest in the inveatigations into gambling and other forme of
vice and crimee conducted by Senator Estes Kefauver (Baptist} 1e most enheartening.
Whatever the concern for the clarificatlon of the Govermment's foreign policy with ite
aesurances of selecting the right path on which to travel toward world order, the con-
viction grows that there 1s great need for a moral clean-up in our own country. The

revelatione made by the Eefauver Committee have been startling. Other revelations shm;-
ing graft in high places have aroused the country. Thile awakening of the conecianc:ho
the people, accompanied ae 1t $e by the Southern Baptiet Evangelietic Crusade, together
vith similar efforte made by our Baptiet people generally and by others, would soce to
indfcate the coming of & more wholeeome life for the American people. It occurs %o

thle office that citizens owe it to their representatives 1n Government to let them
mov {n pronounced terme that they wish public morality to be scrupulously observed,
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also for the pecple through all the weans at their commasnd to try to establish in =
their ovn localities strist morml obssrvance. There is wuch in the contention thet
1f bridbe takera are to be condemned, bribe makers are likewise to be prossouted. If
the political leaders are not up to par, ths sober truth ie the pecple are not, far
political leaders rise no highor than the people who elect them.
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A Chrietian Amendment Resolution (S.J. Res. 29) wae introduced [in the Seuste by
Ralph F. Flanders of Vermont, followed by an identical bill (H.J. Rge. 156) in the
House. Thie amendment epescifies that "this Ration devoutly recogniree ths authority
and law of Jesue Christ, Saviour and Ruler of natione, through Whom are beetowed the
blessinge of Almighty God."

Immediately the Jews, numbering many willions in the Natlon, raised strenuous ob-
jections. Other groups called attention to the language of the First Ameundwent vhich
epecifies that "Cougrese shall make no law reepecting an eetablishment of religlon”.
The Reaolutlions are the outgrowth of s lobbying effort put forth by the Christian
Amendment Party. The good people composing this realous party have contributed large
pume of money for the creation of literature propagandizing their movement. They
have worked diligently to enlist the interest of thie office. We have never seen fit
to endorse the movement, because we think it is contrary to the Firet Amendment. We
cannot imagine that it 1s poasible to Christianize this Nation by means of legal enact.
ment and use of police force. We should deplore the effect upon national unity that
aerious consideration of such bille might produce. Repeated efforte have been made
along thie line in the.paet, only to fmll, because a full examination of the propossal
will reveal that it does not comport with the American principle of separation of
church and state. It will be noted, therefore, that this Amendment seeks to undc vhat
the foundere of this Republic, considering well in the Firet Amendment, provided Con-
gress must never do -- "make any law respecting the eetabliehment of religion". The
proposed amendment, though a pious gesture, 18 a mistaken one in our judgment, for
while all Chrietiaens are earnestly concerned to make the Natlon Christiaen, we can only
agree to do so through epiritual means.

HOW DCES TEIS SQUND IN A SPEECH BY THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY GERERALY

At the mnnual National Catholic Fducational Convention recently held in Cleveland,
Ohio, United Statees Attorney General J. Howard McGrath told the Catholic educators:

"An amendment which was intended to prevent the creation of an established
church, and a phrase in a letter of Thomae Jefferson have been diatorted to
create, in words of Mr. Justice Black, in the famous McCollum case, a 'wall
between church and etate which must be kept high and impregnabla.'

"It may be that in some reepects Mr. Justice Frankfurter's quip that in
relation with church and atate 'good fences makes good neighbare! 1s true, but

not all. If anything, the etate and the church must not have any fence be-
tween them."

How does this sound concerning the American distinctive syetem of separation of
church and state as smbodied in the Firet Amendment end interpreted by the United
States Suprems Court? 1Is it a bit shocking to haar the chief law enforcement head of
ths United States Goverrment set forth the distinct Roman Catholic viesw of church-
state relatione? 1Is the Presldent of the United States, who appointa the members of
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tbe cabinet, unmoved by such an utterance from ons of hie chief cadbinet membere?! Has
the public no right to ralse these questione vhen the Government of the United States
in one of its departments is ec pronowncedly working in conflict with the other de-
partments of the Government as in the cass of the Justice Department and the United
States Suprems Court?

* * ]

NEW MIXTCO PAROCETAL-PUBLIC SCHOOL ISSUE

From the beginning the Baptist Joint Committee has followed with conceyrn ths
legal proceedings In New Mexico which have been dirscted toward securing relief from
the domination of public schools by Roman Catholics. Without reviewing the develop-
mente fTom month to wonth, we quote from the CHURCH AND STATE NEWSLETTER of April 1951.

"NEW MEXICO OFFICIALS MAKE 'FFACE' GESTURE

"A recent New Mexico State Board of Bducation ruling directed sgainst
the wearing of religioue garb by public echool teachere, and discouraging
public uae of 'property owned by religious groupe', was a direct result of
the appeal filed by the plaintiffs in the Dizon Casse for an extension and
¢clarification of the origlnal court decision. By this stratagem, the pro-
Catbolic church officiale hope to mollify the oppoeition without actually
abandoning their malpractices. By the use of such phrases ae 'ineofar as
poseible’ to modify the effect of thelr ruling, however, they have provided
themsslves with convenient loopholes.”

The eituation in New Mexico ie etill considerably muddled and whereas the Washing-
ton state legislature and others have recently declined to vote extension of public
transpertation to parochial schocl pupils the sffort 1s being made in New Mexico to
fasten thies burden upon the taxpeyers.

* * #*

COMMENDIRG THE WASHINGTON RELIGIOUS REVIEW

Many letters have come to thie office requesting an opinion ae to the wmerite of
the WASHINCTON RELIGIOUS REVIEW, a veekly newsletter edited and published by larston
D. Farrar, Washington, D. C. Our reply to all such inquiries 1s that thie 1e a re-
oponsidle, carefully prepared church newe eervice of unueual quality. Its chief value
in our judgment consiste in its accurate research into questions of intersst to the
church rather than in 1te sttempt to glve religious events from day to day. Due %o
the energy and capability of the editor to make investigation of subjects of current
concern a contribution 1s made to underetanding that le obtainable from few other
sources. Naturally it covers all religious groups, and endeavore to do 80 correctly
and justly.

»

IMPORTANT BOOKS CITED

Christisnity on the Frontier. By John A. Macksy, Macmillan. $c.50.
The Church !Eé_bEEE’WEErEEI Change. By G. Bromley Oxnam. Macmillan. $2.50.

Thess two booke, by vice-presidents of FOAU, contain discussions of vital im-
portance to religlous 1iberty. Macksy, the Presbyterisn, and Oznam, the Methodist,

etand sqQuarsly with the Baptists in s demand for separation of church and state, with

religious liberty for sll.




The Liberation of Life. By J. M. Daweon. The Broadman Prees. Nashville. $1.25.

"I picked up ths new book, The Liberation of L*.gg, and read it through before
laying it down. My reaction 1s that translations of 1t ebould be made into Spanish
Portuguese, French, Germsn, ‘ﬁlrkiah, Manderin and Japaness languages. It is marked
by comprohenaive understanding snd would perform a graat eervice toward mesting peede
vhich are moet urgent in our world today." - J. B, Avery, Pastor, Firet Baptiast/Chure

Panama City, Florida. -

Valiant Pilgrim, The Story of John Bunyan and Puritan Bngland. By \I{em Brittain.
T Macmillan. $4.00, J

Evangelical belisvers, as well as Baptiets, will be interested in this suthentic,
readable story of John Bunyan and Puritan England. Contributing to the values in the
vivid blography are fifty illustrations and an extended bibliography. In the long
annals of religlous liberty few men ever suffered more for its achievement than the
tinker of Bedford. Hie conversion, hie preaching, hie impriscnment, his booke have
left ue an imperishable heritege with which all of us should become fully femiliar.

One Woman's Fight, The Story of tbhe Famoue McCollum Case and its Aftermath - A Euman
Document of & Courageous Woman. By Vaahti Cromwell McCollum. Doubleday. $3.00.

It will be noted that a reputable publishsr hae put out this book. In the inter-
est of truth it was overdue. Here ons may learm thes facts about "that awful McColium
woman”, how it sll began, the stepe she took to carry out her prefound conviction of
right, the court proceeees, and those who participated in the effort to have the im-
portant queetion of church inatruction in ¢ollaboration with the public echools clari-
fied by the United States Supreme Court. Aleo may be learned the activitise of the
prees, ths nature of partisan propagands incited, the readjustment of the churches to
the final court decision, and something of the contimuing fight.

DEFERMENT OF LAY WORKERS IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION,
SACRED MUSIC AND OF MISSION FIFIDS

According to General Herschey the definition of “regular winletere”, unordained,
as contalned in the Selective Service Act, exempte those lay workers who are dedjcated
persone, glving their full time to s religious wocation, such as religiocus education,
sacred music and mission eervice, and drawing their support frow a religioue organiza-
tion. It does mot exempt them from registration. local draft boarde will need to have
scme official certification from dencminations waking their etatue clear, and each
pereon involved should be provided with such. ,

SOUTHXRN BAPTIST EXECUTIVE COMMITTER EMPLOYEES
WILL NOT ENTER SOCIAL $ECURITY

Employeee of the Executive Committes of the Southern Be

ptist Coavention will not
enter the United States plan for msocial security. The decislon was reached recently
vh:n a formal poll of the ten employees revealed a unanimous oplnion that they should
Ro participate. The vot? wae taken following through on the action of the Executive
;om-eét;:oulnsbu;onb-r d-‘cc‘;ﬁg‘s%; the terwe of eoclal eecurity participation ae de-

. 5. Goverumen "d14 not seem to be in vi

principle of separation of chnrcl'x and state.” % Vi G0 SN

Amoricsn Haptist Convention boards, we are informed, have
accepted the Government
Plan. Many Baptist institutiones have done so. It le é 1
achieve uniformity in respect to it. Rot Likely that Beptists vill




