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FORTHCOMING CONVENTIONS TO_GIVE MARKED ATTENTION TO
BAPTIST JOINT COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC AFFAIRS

A sulteble perlod hae been set aslde at Buffalo by the American Baptist Conven-
tion on June 13, for the Executive Director to present the work of the Baptist Jolnt
Comnittee on Public Affeirs. In the meetling of the Southern Beptist Convention in
San Francieco on June 23, the Jolnt Committee will be given 45 winutee, 15 for the re-
port by Dr. Walter P. Binns, Chairman of the Southern group, and 30 to a speclal ad-
dress, "Separation of Church and State -- A Spiritual Imperative”, by Dr. W. R. White,
Presldent of Baylor Univereity. In the preliminary pastor'e meeting, which ie alwvaye
vell attended, Tueedey afternoon will be given over largely to a panel dlecuselon and
open forum on "Baptist and Changing Governmental Philosophy”, with the following
topics: (1) "The Elstoric Principle of Separation of Church and State” - Theodore
Adsme, Virginia; (2) "Modern Trends in Governmental Fhilosophy” - B. 0. Herring,
California; (3) "Present Probleme in Church-State Relationship” - David M. Gardner,
Texas; (4) "Baptist Democrmcy and Totalitarianism” - John H. Buchanan, Alabama; {5}
Sumpary of Peanel and Forum Diascussion” - F. Townley Lord, England.

it e fndeed gratifying thet the Conventlone are according eoc much attention to
*he Public APfairs Committes's work. The North American Baptist General Conference,
meeting in Omkland at the eame time ae the Southsrm Convention, has arranged for a
presentation of the Committee'e clailms 1n 1ta eeesiona. It fe hoped also that the
Negr. Conventtone meeting in the Fall will likewlee give conaideration to the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affalre.

® *

FXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FROPOSES REVISIOR OF ARTICLE II

At the April 2lth meeting of the EXecutive Committee, held in lteu of the regular
8emi-annual seeelon of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affalre, 1t wae voted to
recomend an amendment to Article IT of the Conatitution. A Special Committee appolnt-
ed at the Fall aeseion composed of Luther J. Bolcomb, W. B. Lipphard, Welter r. Binne,
L. V. Jemteon and G. L. Prince preesnted the recommendation vwhich reade as followm:

"The Baptist Joint Committee ehall be expected to tranemit through 1ita
conetituent committeea to the cooperating Conventione any findings that re-
ault from any of 1te investigatione and reeearch 1n the field of public
affaire, together with any recommendatione wvhich 1n 1ite judgment need to be

coneldered by the supporting Conventionse."
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The Exscutive Committee unaniwously sdopted the amendment and it will nov pase
to the full Jolpt Committee for aprroval. Thie will enable the Committee to bring to
the attention of the participsting Conventions for action any matter felt to be im-
portant . ‘¢ '

* * »

COUNTRY IEVIIED OF UMT

As of this date the Univereal Military Training program is in the couference
committees awaiting formulation for final adopticn. An editorisl by/the Washington
Post, wvhich hae comsistently supported UMT, eays:

"It wvas General MacArthur who, perhape unwittingly, seems tc have put
2 crimp on Univereal Military Tralning. In his testimony to Congrese he
cited industry'e menpowver nesds and the trend toward speclalization In *he
armed forces, and queetloned whether UMT 18 the best way to achleve 'maxi-
wum utilization' of menpower In a crieie. His advice is to walt until the
present emergency 1s over and then make the decision after e 'very, very
thorough' study. Thie position 1s aowewhat similer to that taken by the
Bouse."”

In epeaking of Univereal Military Training, Dr. W. G. Mather, Peunsylvania State
College, sald:

"We wuet not ignore the compulsory features of all the proposals. This
Universal Military Training and service is to be & permanent involuntary
thing, on the theory that every citiren owes such service to hile country.

It is true that a citizen does have some obligations to hls country. But
when we put compulsory military training in its eetting relative to other
recent developments, we find it one more of a eerlee of curtailments and con-
trole and compuleionse, all predicated on the same theory of the obligation
of a citizen to his country. We have moved, step by etep, under these re-
strictione to become more and more like the captive Faeclst, Fazi and Com-
mumist citizens whose plight we have pitied. HNow we would be like themw 1n
one more respect, the standing conecript army. Even 1f we avoid the defeat
which has always come to thoee who have adopted theee measures in the past,
1t will not be the 0ld, beloved Americe of freedom and opportunity that will

survive. It may well be m victorious nation differing from the defeated
only in neme."

* *

CHURCE AND STATE CONFERERCE
Ridgecrest, K. C.
Auguet 16-22, 1951

Sponsored jJointly by the Social Sefvice Commission and
the Scuthern Committes of the Committes on Public Affaire

Morning Seminars 9:00-10:30 A, M., Thursday, Friday, Saturdey, Monday and Tueaday
Dr. J. M. Dawson - Dr. W. P. Binns

Suggeeted Topics:

“The Implicationa of Current Leglelation and Court Decieions on the Relation-
ehip betwesen Church and Stete"

"A Survey of Academic Intereet in the Probleme of Church and State"




suggested Topics: (Continued)

"An Apprsisal of Paul Blanshard's Contribution to Botter Understanding of the
Relationship between Church and State"

"The Current Conocepts and Practioce of Churoh and State Relationshi=s Outside
the United States"

“The Historic Role of Baptiste in the Separation of Church and State"
"Religlous Instruotion in the Public Schools”

Afternoon Conferences 2:30-4:00 P. M., Thursdsy, Friday, Monday, Tuesday and
VWednesday. Morning (1f .ecessary) - Dr. T. B, Maston

Special Evening Friday, with eddrees by Dr. Qlenn L. Archer, Executive Director,
Proteestante and Other Americane United €or Separation of
Churob and State, Washington, D, C.

CURRERT QESTIONS IN CBURCH-STATE RELATIONS TO BE DISCUSSED
IN THE SEMINARS

PASTORS, TEACHERS, LATMEN, WOMEN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND ALL IRTERESTED IR THE VITAL
QUESTION OF CHURCH AND STATE INTERRELATIONSHIPS ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND.

» L *

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATIONS OF BOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVE MEMBERS

Methodiet B84 Lutheran 15 Friende 2
Roman Castholic 70 Disciples 13 Universaliat 2
Baptist 56 Jewish 10 Evangelical and Reformed 2
Presbyterian 48 Unitarian 5 Chrietian Sclentiat 1
Eplecopal 4l Reformwed Church 3 Latter Dey Sainte 1
Congregational 16 Churches of Christ & "Protestant” 1L

Unkmown 47

NOTE: In a previous ieeue of REFORT FROM THE CAPITAL we indicated the affilie-
tions of the members of the Senate sa followe: Methodist 19, Presbyterians 12,
Eptecopalians 12, Baptists 10, Roman Cathclic 9, Congregetional 7, Disciples 6,
Luthersn 5, Latter Day Safnta 3, Christlen Scientist 3, Friende 2, Uniterian 1,
Jewieh 1, "Protestant” 3, Unknown 3.

* * *

FOR ALL CONCFRNED ABOUT RELIGIOUS FIUCATIOR -- A SENSATIONAT. EXAMPLE

The Executive Director wae in Texas receutly to deliver e centennial addrees at
the 0ld Firet Baptist Church, Weco, of which he was long pastor. Dr. J. Howard
Williape, Secretary for Texae Baptists, requested him to addrese sll the depsrtmentel
heeds of the Baptist General Convention of Texas in the Headquarteis Bullding at Dallas.
In the couree of his address the Executive Director said, "Your evangellem which hae
glven you more than a million wembers in Texss has teen iruly remarkable. It 18 likely,
hovever, that you have overlooked thes important comtribution made to your marvelous
grovth by religious education.” Since then Dr. Dawson wes informed that on May 13, the
Firet Church, Dallae, had 956 present tn Training Unionm; Amarillo Firet, BY2; Lubbock
Firet, 804, sand that more than &0 Texae churchee have es wany 1o Treining Union sttend-
ance every Sunday night as in Sunday School on Sunday morning. Over 200,000 peopin en-
rolled in the Treining Unlon specinl week-day classes last year. 'I"ha Texae Baptists "
re not depending upon & van and weak, negligible program of religicus education In the
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publie schoole, but are using their churches to develop a thoroughly religious-min/
constituency.

In addition to their church programe, they have established three universities,
one of which, Baylor 18 the largest owned and comtrolled by Baptiets anyvhere in the
world; alac maintain five accredited collegee, one academy, and originated the Southe
weetern Seminsry, which thie year enrolled more than 1,500, making it possibly the
largest theological esminary in the world. Some may dismiee s report of this aatg
ing development as Texas brag, but what ie true of Texas Baptieta 1a true of thoge
denominations which are making the largeet gaina in America. It 1e so ul to com-
template how those in the cellar sesk to atone for their neglect of an adequate church
program by a futile appeal for religioue inetruction to be taken ovor{by public achoola,

RELIGIOUS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE FEDERAL CIVIL DEFENSE AIMINISTRATION

Early in the year the Executive Director wes requested to eerve on the Religioue
Advisory Committee t0 the Federal Civil Defense Adminietration. This Committee con-
siats of Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, Rabbi Hirech E. L. Freund, Dr. Oewald C. J, Hoffwan,
the Very Rev. Moneignor P, F. Tanner, and Dr. J. M. Daweon. The purposs of the Adamin-
lstration in organizing thle Committee concerms the role and function of religious
groups ip the Civil Defensee program. The Committee has worked out & propoeal which 1s
believed will be useful in a program which, If peace ie not won, wust ultimately in-
clude every person in the United States. The Civil Defenee Administration whose ad-
drese 1s 1930 Columble Road, Washington, D, C., 1e calling & national conference of
church leaders for the purpoes of giving information and enlisting voluntary coopera-
tion. Full details concerning the conference and the program may be cbtalned from the
sbove addrees. It 1e felt that the preasmble to the Religious Advieory Committee Pro-
posal le worthy of attention, hence ie gquoted here:

"The Religious Advieory Committee, formed st the request of the Federal
Civil Defense Administrator, hes undertaken toc adviee the Aduinistrator on
those sapects of the national civil defenee program of particular interest
to the public and to relligious groupe and agenciee. The Religloue Advisory
Committee has also underteken to eet in motion efforte dy which the religicus
groupe and agenciee of the country, fully informed of the national civil de-
fenee program, will undertake such memeuree as they deem appropriate for the
8pirituasl guidance and maintenance of firm resoluticn snd epiritusl composure
of thelr membership in these criticel timea."

IMPORTART NEW BOCK OR CBURCE-STATE RELATIONS

The Wall of Separation Between Church and State. By Conrad H. Moshlman. The
Beacon Press. Bostor. $3.00. =

Conraed Henry Mgehlman placed Americans under a debt for hie notable contribution
ip & former volume, School end Church: The American Way". The preeent volume doee
credit to him not only me a Baptist scholar, but ee & Christian stetesman. Hie volune
le incontrovertible in its careful tracing of the American principle of eeparation be-
tween church and state to the point where, as he saye, "In the couree of onme hundred
and 8ixty yeare of Americen history, the states have buiit up a higher wvall of separs-
tion than Jefferson ever dreamed of." It 1s unueually well documented. While most of
it 18 concerned with quoteble hietory, it by no means neglects current church-etate
i1ssues. Incidentelly 1t utterly demclishee the Roman Catholic interpretation of the
Firet Amendment to the Federel Comstitution, which offers a eubatitute for the his-
toric and judicial interpretation of thie American principle.




