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ON THE STATE OF THE VATICAN ISSUE

B January 13 the President announced the

i ,P\;S[NER:\.'S,.. following: "The nomination of Gen. Mark W.
Wi Clark to be Ambassador to the State of Vatican

Clty will no% be resubmitted to the Senate.
Thie course ls being followed at the request of
General Clark. The President plans to suhxit
anothor nomination at a later time,”

==/

Baptista have nover volced opposition to
General Clark. Their opponition 1s bmeed on
principle, not persons. They hove, however,
anticipeted General Clark's withdrawal. On
Decemboer 27 this office sent out a warning re-
lease that the Cathollc World Magazine had de=-
manded the withdrawal of Clark - apparently be=-
cause of the Popa'e coolneas toward a military
pon for tho post « and insieted that the Presl-
dent nmominzte Barney Baruch, the eminent Jew,
. perhaps witiy o view to maike opposition look
PRESIDINT UMABLE TO HELP CZNFPAL like enti-3 itism. In any event, since the
- Fope objected to the Preeident's peraonal repre-
centative and wished a full wobzspador and pow informe of his displeasure of Clark, it
d seem the President is bonding over backward to plcase the Pope. Whatever his mo-
in persisting in ikis appointmentiyiitMoee who oppose must now redouble their opposi-
IEDTIST S2:5iNARY OF THE WEST
1 Cmpus, Strr.\;:ry Krails
Zoviah, CALIFORNA 91722
To rcviow history a blt it should bo rocalled that undor date of October 29, 1951
tho Roliglous Nowe Sorvicc rcpoited from Washington, D. C. that Prosidont Truman aban-
dor.od his plan to sond an azbassador to tho Vatlcan for mero then aix months aftor the
anpointment was 10fuscd by Cherloe P, Taft, Cincimnatl attornoy and formor prosident of

tho Wational Council of Churchca.

" ™
B A e

Tho Vhito Fouso confirmed that Mr. Taft was askod by Presldont Truman oarly laat
Howover, the White Houso hed no comment on Mr. Taft'so

Jear to taiko the assignment.
£Gv.8cd tho Presidont againset sending euch a diplo-

statcmert that ho rejoctud 1t and
ratic ciasion.

Fobruary 1951 that the Prosident has offercd tho

o of; ws Sorvico lcarncd in
gloue Nows So .

assignmont to a prominont Protostant and that it had beon turned down,
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a conference with State Department edvisers, it was declded to abandon the project for

the time.
¢

At that time, Ex-Senator Millard E. Tydings (D.M3) was named ag the man whoum th
President wanted, but when Mr. Tydings denied knowledge of the matter, RNS withhe
apeculation on names, and reported on February 19 that the President had ed yith
advisers from the Stats Department to drop ithe subject.

Mark Clark for
eronce. Appar-

What caused the Preeldent to change his mird and nominate Gene:
the poet has not been explained by those who were in on the first o
ently they had no advance notice of the subsequent acticn.

* . .

The U. S. News aad World Repert in ite Novembsr 23 lssue analyzed the atruggle
over Vaticall representation in terme of the Roman Catholic vote. It named nine large
cities which often swing elections in their respective states, together with the per-
centage of Roman Catholic population. They are: Boston, Uh%; Chicago 41%; Milwaukee,
30%; Detroit 20%; New York, 2Th; Fhiladelphia, 26f; Cleveland, 2%; St. Louls, 21%;
Los Angeles, 18%. The nine statee in which these citles are located, plus the "eolid
South”, would provide enough electoral votes to win any election, mo matter how the
other states voted. The only adequate enswer would be a widespread ewareness among
Protestant citizens of the importence of the issue. In thie instance 1t ie belleved
the Presldent erred in thinking the solid Scouth would etand for his proposal. bost
of the Southern Senators havs declared against it, The churches are addreasing them-
selves to the education#l task Involved. A cormittee of the National Council of
Churcher, with Dr. Franklin C. Fry as the chalrman, 1e planning a united Protestent
‘atrategy which includes by Inviteticn churches vhich are not members of NCCCUSA.

v - »

" Since the Senate adjourned until January 8, 1952, no action could be taken until
Congress reconvened. Rule XICIVITI of the Standing Rules of the Senate provides that,
"Nominations neither confirwed nor rejected during the sceaion at which they are mede
shall not be acted upon at any succeeding session without belrg again made to the
Senate by the President; and 1f the Senate shall adjourn or take a recees for more
than thirty daye, all nominations pending anc not finally acted upon at the time of
taking asuch adjournment or recesa shall be returned to the Secretary of the President,
and shall not aghln be considered unless they shall again be made to the Senate by the
Preeident." The appointment will require spseial legislation, since the law at this
time provides that military personnel mmet retire before receiving diplomatic appointe
ments.

. - -

Opposlticn to the nomination of General Mark W. Clark as ambaesador to the
Vaticen was expressed by the chalrmen of two Senéte committees through which the nomi-
nation must pass before conflrmation. Senator Tom Connally (D.-Tex.), chairman of the
Senate Forelgn Relatlons Committee, said In a prepared statement: "The President hrs
etated that he will agaln submit the nomination of Ceneral Clerk to be ambassador to
the WVaticaa. I have already made clear my oppoeition to that appointment and we (the
comnittee) shall mest that issue when it arises", At the eame time, Sen. Richard
Ruesell (D.-Ga.), chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, said that he 1s op-
poeed to the Vatican nomination. Like Sen. Connally he expressed doubt that it will be
confirmed. Opposition by the chairmen of both these key committees conaiderably
diminishes the chances for confirmation of Gen. Clark’s nomination at the present ses-
slon of Congresa. Senator Connally now saye he 1e against any envay to the Vatican,
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Expressions from individual Senmatora follow:

Senator H. /lexander Smith (R.-N.J.), has said that he will oppone confirmation
of an ambassador to the Vatican because the Church-State 1asue theroby raised tends to
dofeat the purpose for which an ambassador would be sent to the Holy Ses.

Senator Guy M. Gillette (D.-Iowa): "I have always teken the poeition that I
could &2e no objection to tho Presidentis appointmonl of a personal reprasentative to
the Vatican innemuch as the Vatican is the spiritual head of hundreds of millions of
Catholics distributed throughout most of the countries of the world. However, I have
always held the further conclusion that the Vatican ehould not be rocognized &8s a
temporal state with the exchange of diplommtic representatives. The nomination of
General Clark will be examined by the Forelgn Relatiocne Committee, of which I am a
member, &nd I will then have an opportunity to atudy exactly what type of appointment
this nomination seems to establish. Until that time, I shell reserve my Judgment,*

Senator Vallace F. Bemnett (R.~Utah): "I have previouely expressed my opposi-
tlon to the appointment. I hope that the President will not resubmit the nomination
to the Senate and will thereby let the issue die. If the nomination 1is resubmitted,
my present feeling is thet I shall oppose 1t for many reasons taught us by the diplo-
matic and constitutional history of the United States.”

Senator James P. Kem (R.-Mo.): "I think that it is unfortunate that the Presi-
dent should have seen it to have sent the nomination of Gsneral Mark Clerk to the
Senate at the close of the snaslon when there was no opportunity for dlecussion. His
action has had the effect of stirring up roligioue cortroversy in our own State sad
elaevhére, This I regret very much."

Senator John Sparkman (D.-Ala.): "I believe wholeheartedly in the principle upon
which our Govexnment was founded and the txadition in which our Constitution was writ-
ten. If there 18 any principle thoroughly ingrelned in our Government it is that of
the geparation of church and state. Under such & principle thers can be no such
thing aes a church state. «The Vatican is the head of a church and ia not a state in
the senss that we think o? one. I cannot concelve of the establishment of diplometic
rolations with any church and I believe to do so would violats the principle of come
plete separation ef church and state. I assure you thaet I will oppoee the nomination
of anyone to gc as ambassador to the Vetican.”

Senator Harry F. Byxrd {D.-Va.): "It ie my bellof that ws should alwaya preaerve
carefully the separetion of Church and State. This I concelve to be one of the funda-
mental principles of our constitutional democracy. It la my intention to vote agalnst
the confirmation of any such Ambessador.”

Senator Willis Rcbertson (D.-Va.}: "“In my opinion, the appointment of an Ambassi-
dor to any roligious organization, whether ii be to the Vatican in Rome or the Scouthernm
Baptist Convention with which I am affiliated, violates thet fundamental principle
wvhich has characterized our form of Government slnce ite inceptlion, and therefore, I
could not bring mysslf to vote for the conflrmation of any such Ambaesedor however
well qualified he may be for the asalgnmeat." .

Senator Zales H. Ecton (R.-Mont.): "It is imperative that the separation of
church and state be kept inviolate as provided in our own Conatitution, and you may be
surs that T wi1ll continue to do everything possible to maintain that fundamental

principle."

According to Religlous News Service, Senator Hubert H. Humphroy (D.-Minn,}, told
300 Protestant ministers of the Twln Cities erea that there i1s "only one chance in a
hundred” that the appointment of & Vatican ambaseador wlll ever reach the Senate floor




for confirmation, The Senator also disclosed that “as of this moment® he expects to
oppose the confirmation of such an appointmt

Senator Clyde R. Hoey (D.-N.C.), will vote against confirwatlon of Preeident /

Pruman's nomination of Gen. Mark W. Clark as ambassador to the Vatican. “I am op- -
posed to the confirmation of General Clark because I have never thought that 1 ,aug__/
eBsentisl or neceeaary that an ambassador be appointed to the Vaticsan®, Se/ ooy

eaid.

Senator Walter F. George (D.-Ga,): "I am opposed to any formal dipl;lmtic rela-
tions with the Vatican State. I am eleo cpposed to any modification of existing law
to permit any military man in active service and while in ott:l.oe to accept a diploma-
tic appeintment to any Stete."

Senator Hompr Ferguscn (R.-Mich.): "It i1s oy present intention to vots egainst
the confirmation of & nomines to be Ambaesador to the Vatican should thie issue reach

the Senate floor in this esession of Congresa."

* * *

In response to a letier to each senator from the Baptlist Joint Committee, enclos-
ing a copy of our booklet, "The Battle For America -~ The Vatican Issue”, many lettera
from them have besn received, and promptly. All expressed appreciation of the oppor-
twnity to read the booklet, but aeide from those on record as above they were non-
committal, Not one declared for the ratification of the President's nominatlion., Al-
though' none was asked to commit himself, a number of the senators have made no reply.

* * *

Senator Harley M. Kilgore, (D.-W. Va.): "While I was in Italy Y had the oppor=
tunity to go into soms of the ramifications of thie mstter very carefully. It soems
to mg that our American principle of the separation of church and atate was never more
importeant than it 1s today. It is, in fact, to my way of thinking, baalc to a demo-
cratic government as we in America understand it. I feel strongly that we should
take no action vhich would in any way tend to whittle away or undermine that priaciple.
There are several argaments advanced in favor of such an appolatment, such as the valiue
of the Vatlican as a listening post, and that such an appointment would not 1n fact be
an abrogation of our principle of the separation of cburch and state. But let me as-
sure you that I shall insist upon the meost careful and thorough consideration of this
matter«Mn all 1ts aspects by the Senate before any Senate action is taken on it. To
be convinced of the neceseity for this move I would have to be shown reasons 8o clear
and conclusive that they would also comvince you of the neceseity for it."

* * *

Senator Andrew F. Schoeppel, (R.-Kansas)s: , "I domot belleve that 1t was neces-
shry for the Preaildent to appoint an Ambaseador to the Vatican. We have at the present
time an Ambassador to Italy with full portfollo, who ehould be able to represent ell
neceesary lntereste between that country end oura, including all phases of the diplo-
mtic relationa, if‘any are needed, with the Vatican. Therefore, I shall not vote to
confixym the President’s a.ppointment of an Ambassador in thie instance.

» * ) *

L e




IESTIMONY OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ON UMT BEFORE CONGRESSIONAL BEARINGS

Ropresent ing the Amorican Baptist Convention, Southern Baptiet Conven-
tion, Net onaﬁaptint Conventdon, Incorporated; National Saptlst Con=-

vention of Americe and The Baptist Jensrel Gonference of America

I do not here attempt to present the separate resolutions . smcerning Unive 3
Military Treining by the several national Baptist Ccnventions repreaenteg by th:rl‘:aioint
Coumittee. Doubtless you have, or will bave, the actual documents from them, properly
certified. Porhaps you will agree that a summary of the views held in common by Bap-
tists on this subject will be helptul toward ascertaining the attitudes of thie large
elemont in the population, consisting as 1t doss of more than 16,000,000 adult mombers.
I rejoice that as Baptlets wo stand with so wany religlous, educationsl, parenthood,
farm and labor groups in oppositioun to UMT. 1t 1s likcoly that some of the arguments -
agalnet UMT advanced by Baptiste will be made by our compatriote, but if eo, the feot
will only emphasize the extent Lo which theee views prevall among the people.

With the specific provisions rezommended by the Natlonal Socurity Commiseion or
those of any blll offered for their implementation, I am not now testifying. Our peo-
ple reject the Commlesion'e oponing contentlons as to the neod for onactmont of this
measwe, Notwithotanding its denial, 1t capitalizes on the anxileties of the present
crisie to plead for the permanent adoption of this unlimited, dlscredited 0ld World
plan. It 1s unfortunate, as well as erronecus, to charge fallure of the country to ac- .
cept this dubious plen in the past was lmmorel. Nor can we accede to the idea that
this militarization of Amsrica should be integrated with the structure of our national
life.

While our principal objection 1s to the unjust Interference with the normal educa-
tion and experience of our youth, and to the moral hazarde to which they will be sub-
jected in the treining camps, wo chudder at the onormous cost for the eotablishment and
mintenance of thia stupendous eystem of reglmentation of youth for war purposes. Ac~
cording to the Commission's own figurca and the additional careful estimrtes of experta
the cost 18 mo staggering thaf some other less permanent and workable effort for neces-
sary defenee should be devised. Actually, we hold to the demonetrated fact that Uni-
versal Military Training in the countries which have triod it hee tended more ofton to
provoke war than to preyent it. It will be & sad duy for froe America when 1t succumbe
to the weakneases and fantasiee of a militarized populace.

1 oust confese, Mr. Chalrman, I am made to ehudder &t the lengthe to which militara-
1ete are willing to go 1n order to secure the passage of thie long-sought pet measure of
theirs. They assume that some of their preconcelved ldeas are infallible and unansver-
able. For example, thoy put forth the notion that this scheme will prevent war, whereas
1t never has; that it will reducc cesualties, wherea@ no such proof ie to be had; that
it will diminiah the military establishment, whoreas svery item of informtion goes to
show it will immeasurably increass it. We proteat the irresponaibility of the arguments
offered by the proponents and the recklessnoes of the official military in asking for
suetaining funds out of all proportion to the needs of the Nation in other flelde, We
think the preeent draft law is sufficient.

I beseech the Committee, thorefore, before talking such a momentous step, cotrary
to the principles which have gulded America 80 successfully for more than a hundred and
fifty yeors, and before embarking on a course frayght with co mony threats to our liber-
ties, hazards to our moral woll-belng and unroasonable demands upon our resources to

recormend againet thus imporilling our country.
Josoph M. Dawson,




DR. B. G. BENNETT, DEVOTED PUBLIC SERVART
.

" A Baptiet who served hle country and the world with & miseionary devotion was Dr.
Henry Garland Bemnett, killed in an airplane accident in Iran, Decerber 22, 1951, while
in line of duty. As Administratof of the Technical Cooperation Administreation of the
Department of State, he brought to his taek the best training to be obtained from such
inetitutions as Ouchita College and Columbia University, together with long experien
as president of the Oklahoma Scutheastern College and the Oklshoms A. and M. Collegé.
In his Christian alignment he wae unsparing in loyalty and eaorifice. o all his
previous practice of active service in his church, he was assistant teacher of the
PBroughton Bible Class in the First Baptist Church, Washington, D. C., vien he was kill-
ed. Mrs. Bennett perished with him in the fatal eccident.

¥ +* *

BAINTON" TLLUMINATES AMERICAN FREEDOM - A BOOK NCTICE

The Travail of Religious Liberty, by Roland H. Baintcn. Westmineter Press, $4.00,

In Part 3 the author discueses "The Freedom of the Individual In The Seventeenth
Century". He describes the contributions of John Milton, "The Bard of Speech Unbound";
Roger Williams, “The Seeker"; and John Locke, "The Apologist For the Act of Toleration”.
The Book makes a distinguished contributlon toward the understanding of the origine of
fresdom in America.

* * *

“THY BATTIE FOR AMERICA" SOARS IN CIRCULATION

The 100,000 coples of our booklet, THE BATTLE FOR AMERICA, printed for this cob-
nmittee by the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board as a gift, haa been all but exhauat-
ed. Since cur Committee hase insufficient funds to supply the large demand for the book-
let, in quantity ordere we are compelled to charge the cost of publication as well as
walling for such orders.

The amount charged will be one and one-half cent per copy in quantities, and poet-
age will vary according to zomes., For a single copy ten cente should be sent for post-
age and handling.

Severel papers have reprinted the booklet in whole or In part, notably the Baptiat
Standard and The Word and Way. The total circulation to date crowds the half million
mark, *and Indication polnts to a mililon coples.

* * *

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC PERSECUTIONS IN BOGOTA

A letter to the Executive Director from Edward; G. Miller, in reference to an in-
quiry concerning what might be done by the Department of State about the persecutilons
of our Baptiaf Church in Bogota, Decexber 22 and 23, mays:

"The Department of State has been deeply concerned because of these latest incia
dente in Colombia, eand our Erbassy at Bogote presented a protest to the Foreign Office
regarding them on December 27, 1951. The Colomblan Gouvernment's reply has not yet been
received. I can assure Fou that the Department will continue to follow developmente

clossly, -end that our Embassy 1s doing averything poseible to protect the Intereats of
the American missionaries in Colombia,"




