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FEELING THE PULSE OF AMERICA

Within the past fev weeks the Executive Director has traversed much of the United
States on an extended speaking itinerary which has afforded same clear impressicne of
the mind of our country. This itinerary cammenced in Florida with a ten-lecture engage-
ment at Steteson Univeraity, also addreeees at Palatkm, Daytana Beach and Orlando. It
vas continued to Tuceon and included Ft. Worth, Corsicana, Dallaa, Austin, Beaumont,
Little Rock, Nev Orleeans and Fnoxville. It culminated vith addresses at Franklin Col-
lege (near Indianapolis), Baltimors, Nashvills, Washington and New York City.

The audiencee varied. Some were in large cammunity-wide meetinge, as in citiee of
Florida, Texas, Arimnsas, Louisiana, vhere the Director spoke under the auspices of POAU.
Same epeechea were to Baptist educational groupe, as at Stetson in Deland; Southwestern
Seminary at Ft, Worth; students fram the collegee of Tenneseee agsembled at Belmont; and
faculty and studente at Frank!in {ollege with the Baptiet minlstere of Indlana, Sermone
vere delivered 1n Baptiet churchee, as in Coreicana, Texas; Knoxville and Baltimore. In
tvo inetances the Director aidressed Baptist Rrotherhoode, ae in Auatin eand Knoxville;
and in a third Lutheran laymen gathered from all their churches in Washington, D, C. and
7icirity. One @epeech was to the Masonic Veterane of the District of Columbie et their
annual dinner, beld in the Episcopal Church of the Transefiguration. The last speech le
acheduled for Carnegie Hall, New York, in campany with Thomes Sugrue, the Roman Catholic
Journaliet, wvho diasente fram hls Church'e deeire for an ambassador to the Vatican.

Fram these contacta certain conclusions eeem warranted. 1. The people of the Na-
tion remain strong for maintaining the traditional American eyestem of separation of
church and etate in application to any uee of tax funds for sectarian purposes. 2. They
are more pronounced than ever againet an envoy of any kind to the Pope. 3. They are be-
caning alerted to the menace of clericaliam, especially ae symptams of 1ts intrusion Into
party politice in this country are not lacking. 5. They are really concerned about cor-
ruption in government, as recently exposed, 6. The etate of religion 1s vholesome, with
evidences of uniformly renewed interest, particularly smong men.

IS VATICAN ISSUE YET ALIVE?

Notwithetending the House, on a teller vote, eliminated $70,000 from the State De-
partment's budget for "a amsll miselon” to the Vatican, the issue may yet be slive. The
wolion wae to eliminate the item, unlees the Senate ehould later act favorably upon any
bomination fram the Preaident, which conceivebly could come at same time. The Pope
elmultaneoualy put out a etatement to the effect that Abreham Lincoln once recammended




a.
; &
an envoy to the Holy See. He should bave stated that Linooln's reccamendation wes sgs
to thownou See, buli to the Papal States, in ardinary bdusiness relations between oatiny,
an arrangement terminated by Congress in 1867. The President's unprediotable couree iy
all matters wvould sesm to warrant the advice that our people remein alerted to the
Vatican issue. BHas he a pledge outstanding, or a political dedt to pay to the Rumin
Charch? /
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The Executive Director, announces that the Committes will undertake an exhaustive
research into the Federal Government's allotment of tax funde for church purpoees.

For undertaking the project C. E. Bryent, head 4f press relations at Baylor Unfver.
8ity, Waco, Texas, bas been engaged., The University will release Mr. Bryant for two
monthe thie eummer for the wark in Weshington. Mr, Bryant was formerly in charge of the
department of informetion for the Southern Baptiet Convention, wlith headquarters in

Neshville, Tenneseee, and is on the staff of The Christlan Century, Chicago, and & jour-
palist of repute.

"The Cammittee contemplates”, explained Dr. Dawecn, "a serious effort to ldentify
the major viclations of the Firet Amendment of the Federal Camstitution as interpreted
by the United States Supreme Court, It will endemvor to tabulate and total the eums of
money annually now going to church intersesta, In addition it will inquirse into minor

infringements, edmittedly in the twilight zome, but frequently alleged to give evidence
of the interlocking of church and atate.”

He aaild that already the Cammittee la assured of full cooperatiaon fram other denam

inational agencles, educatiomal and fraternal organizations and is confident that it
vill find active meseistance fraw Govermment agencles.

"The American public, within the paet dczen yeare", Dr. Dawson asserted "hae been
alerted to smltitudinous attempts to overrlde the traditional refusal of the Government
to grent tax funds for church purposes., The incresse in the number and force of thess
attempte warrants elarm lest the Conetitution iteelf may be altered by pressured legie-
latlve opinion to mean, as earnestly contended by aame churches, that 1t 1s the bounden
duty of the state to eid all the churches with their enterprieses. If thie should came
to pasa, the meaning of the First Amendment, which 1s the great bulwark of raligious
11berty in thie country for all religious groupe, especially the mmaller anea, will have
been lost, Just now the greatest need 18 to show precisely just how far this siniater
movement to destroy the historical and Judiciel interpretation ham progressed.”

RENEWED RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN ITALY

The church of Migliomico (Province of Matera) was recently closed by govermment ar-
der and public worehip proxibited i

A diare of all {-
glon in Italy. gard all lawe guaranteeing freedam of rel

The Executive Secretary protested the action directly to the Minietry of Culta and
receivad confirmation in two separate camunications that the church hed been closed
upon direct orders from the Ministry of the Interior.

This fact s significant for the reascn tha
t 1t proves that th the
result of local police interference but has 4 n 1n e, 10l

ta origin in high government policy. It
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slsc indicates the value of the assurances given to Dr, F. Townley Lord, President of
the Baptist World Alliance, upon his recent vieit to Italy, by the Minister of ths In-
terior, tbat Itallan Baptists would be granted ths religious freedom guaranteed by the
canstitution (See World Digest for Pebtruary 1952),

The pretext given for the dispositioms oloeing the church was that it had been
closed for a period of six years bscause of lack of believers and consequently required
s nev suthorization to function, The Secretary shoved !n his reply that the church had
pever actually been closed and cited instances of funerals, weddinge and other eervices
vhich vere performed during the time indicated, More important yet, he demonstrated
that even if the church had been closed for the period claimed that it was not a valid
nar legal reasan for closing a church under Italian lav and that no church had ever been
previcuely cloesd for such a reason.

The church at Miglimico vaes founded during the last century and has a long hietory
of pergecution., The Fascist Government of Museolini denied govermment recognition to
every minister of the church and by meane of local police action rendered practically
tmpossible the free exercise of svangelical varship,

With the fall of the Fasciat Government and the consequent military occupation of
South Italy the Allled Military Govermment gave epecific ordere providing for the re-
opening of the church. The Itallan Qovernment subsequently ratified all legal dispoei-
tione put into effect by the Allied Military Government,

The Executive Secretary has shown conclusively that the cloaing of the chburch at
Miglionico 18 contrary to all lawe presently in force for the regulatian of "admitted
cults.” But in the replies received fram the Minietry of the Interior no attempt was
made to anaver the arguments against the closing of the church. Thie can be coneidered
a tacit admission that there are no valid ansveres and that the cloeing of the church is
simply a case of religious psrsecution,

TEE_CHURCHES AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Extracts from eddress of Executive Director cammending the Baptist Temple Church
of Baltimore for its lively senes of duty in respect to religious treining in erecting
educational dbullding.

The present criele in American culture at the point of religious treining could be
éttridbuted directly to the shameful, ignarant, indolent and immoral conduct of the Amer-
ican Irotestant churches for neglecting unescapable duty.

Do the churches not camprehend that our American system requires the fullest ac-
t'vity on their part in supplying the eesential element of religious trsining? Have
they never investigated the origin and development of our public echoole? Do they im-
8gine that it {e either practicable or possible to provide strictly religious instruc-
tlon {n the public achoole without ite being eectarian and & violatlon of our Conetitu-
tiona] separaticn of church and state? When the churches ignore their God-given task,
&re they too stingy or toc laty to undertakes it?

Strictly religious instruction, as allowed in eame public achoola at preaent in
Tiolation of the United States Supreme Court's prohibition of it, 1e 8o negligible that
1t 1s scandsloue, If patched up ao ae to eatisfy everybody, 1t would dbecame & watered-
down faith thet the churches themeelves would aeneer at ae "the pudlic school creed”.

By thie I do not belittle the pudlic achoole - they are our number one aseet in the na-
tlon's civic 11fe, the true source of cur democracy and the greatest means to nationsl




unity. They teach moral and epiritual values, they properly teach muoh about re}l
and most of the teachere in them are members of our various churches.

The public echools are correctly called "aecular"”, in the same sense that our
eroment 18 called ssculaer. ' The word secular is not tainted. It is not synonmmou
atheimm, humanism or materialiem. It is & perfectly honorable word used to e A
public, civil activitiee vhich are removed fram the area of sectarian participdtion
control. To damn ocur governmental and public school eystems with the stis
tize them as "godlesa” 1s nothing short of immoral., To the churc
shirking duty and paseing the buck.

Baptistes have throughout their history been passianately intérested in religious
education. We inherited fram the Protestant Raformation the ides that eince very per.
ecn has direct approach to God, he must be sducated to cleim his religiocus privileges.
Baptist democracy obligates each church member to improve himself in arder to functim
intelligently. A Baptist ignoramue is a monstrosity.

CHURCH, STATE AND SOCIETY IN AMERICA

Ten lectures delivered by the Executive Director at Stetson University last Febru.
ary before the faculty, students and a statewide aseembly of ministere will be publieh.
ed. Formel request for their publication vas made by those present. Additionel re-
quests have come fram audiences which have heard one or more of the lectures. (orres-
pondents in many localities have beeleged this office for interpretations of subjecte
discussed. The title of the new book will be, Church, State and Soclety in America.
The chapter headinge will be: e ==

1. THE AMERICANIZATIOR OF THE CHURCHES.
II. RELATIONS BETWEEN CHURCH AND STATE.
III. THE INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY.
IV. THE CHURCHES AND THE SECULAR SCBOOLS.
V. TOWARD DISCERNMENT OF SECULARISM, HUMANISM AND MATERTAT.ISM.
VI. RELIGION AND ECONCMICS.
VII. RELIGION AND DAILY WORK.
VIII, MARRIAGE AND DIVORCR.
IX. RELIGION AND RACIAL MIRORTTTRS .

X. WAR AND PEACE.

It 18 believed that thie book ia greatly needed. Instead of threshing old etray,
it vill offer a fresh contribution on these subjects. All will be presented fram the
viewpoint of American origine and development, and will serve to clarify the people'e
thinking on many matlers about which they are at present confused. For example, it
will campletely rafute the current mischievous proposal to substitute for the histori-
cal, Judlclally interpreted theory of the Firat Amendment an utterly different theory
vhich would permit state aid to sectarian tnatitutiona and introduce clericaliem into
Anerigan schol:ln apd politica. Another éxemple will be the removal of taint from the
vord "secular” ss applied to our syetem of government and public schoola. The book vwill

not be privately printed, TIn due time a reputab o
ment about 1t, putable publisher will make suitable announs




