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FOURTE CHAPTER IN POAU ACHIBEVEMENT
Dediocation at Shrine of Jiverty

Fraz left to right - r. H. Yoat, Chairman of Arrangememts; Edwin McNeill Poteat,
Prealdent; Joeeph M., Dawveon, Recording Secretary; Glenn L. Archer, Executive
Director.

On April 23-2L4 Protestante and Other Americans United for Separation of Church and
State obasrved i1ts fourth annuel session with a eeries of notable meetings in Washingtom,
D. C. The Poard of Trustees, preaided over by Louie D. Newton, reported moet gratifying
Progreas. The annual addrese by Jolm A. Mackay, President of Princeton Theologlcal Sem-
lnary, delivered in Conetitution Bal)l, was & militant one. In addition to programe in
the Natianae) City Christian Charch and the Iuther Place Memorial Church and at luncbeons
&nd dinnere, there was a pilgrimage to the Jefferson Memorial where Dr. Poteat delivered
an address end the Rxecutive Diractor of the Baptiet Joint Cammittee on Public Affairs
o0 behalf of POAU members placed & vreath at the base of the statue of Thamae Jefferson.
A large number of people there Joined in reciting a pledge of fidelity to the principles
enanciated by the author of the Declaratian of Independence and of the Virginia Statute

@ Religious Liberty.




BAPTIST CORVERTIONS TO HEAR OF COMMITTEE'S WORK

Both the Southern Baptist Convention in Miami and the Ameriocan Baptist Conventicn
in Chicago have scheduled addrssses by the Executive Direotor of the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee on Public Affairs. The annual report of the Camittee, which vill be sultmittes
in published form before the Conventions, will shov its best year's work. The record ap.
peared in the March issue of REPORT FROM THE CAPITAL. Tvo things stand out in the yeoorq:
1. The vide acope of ite activities conduoted within ths directives of ite comspAtutiom,
2. The eignificant influence of the Cammittes exerted in the naticmal 1ife, baps the
Committes hae not acoomplished quite as much as has been ascribed to 11.-By thoee favoring
a Vatican Ambassador < UMT, but 1t hae tried to render the eervice shtrusted to it by
the several Paptist Conventions, The growing recognitian of the nesd of this Cammittse
1s a hopeful sign. Ite eummer research projeot, to be undertaken by Mr. C. E. Bryant, i,
ons evidence of enlarging usefulneas,

IATEST SUPREME COURT DECISION CONCERKING RELEASED TIME

In ths Champalign, Illinois cess concorning Released Tims for religloue instructim
in the pudlic schoole the Baptlist Joint Cumittes on Public Affaire filed an amicus curies
brief with the Supreme Court against the arrangement between the looal school board s repre.
senting the stats, and the locel council of churches, representing sectarian religimas,
because we believed this was a clear violation of the Amerioan Constitutional principle o
separation of church and state. Tbe Supreme Court by an eight-to-ome decleion ruled that
1t eould find no separation of church and atate in ths Champaign arrangement, but it wae
clearly a camingling of church and etate. Thise plan irmugurated first by Protestants,
but aftervards largely teken over by the Raman Ceatholice, had been aocepted by the parents
of sameé two million children out of approximately tweaty-eight million children attending
the prdlic echools. Intense discuseion arose throughout the Nation and etil continues,
but since the decision prohibited Lhe use of public school tuildings for such sectarian
indoctrination, moet communities have complied with the Supreme Court's order and have
diecontinued the Champaign plan.

The Champaign decieion, however, applied only tc that particular aryangement. Sever-
a2l othere which attempt religious weelmay inatruction in canection with the public echool:
await a ruling by the Supreme Court. One of these, samevhat widely in uee, 18 called the
Nev York plan, because it has met with better success in that city than elsewhere. Thle
plan hes just been paseed upap by the United States Supreme Court on an appeal fram the
Nev Yark Supreme Court. It provides for releasing pupils upon their parente’ requeet onse
hour e week to attend religioue instruction in church buildings with teachers reepomaible

for dlecipline and record of attendance. The Court decided by a vote of eix-to-three that
the New York plan 1e Constitutional.

Because the cammente of Dr. Robert E. Ven Dusen, representing Iutheran clurchee in
Washington, are appropriate, we quote:

"The Court eaid in part: 'We are a religious psople vhose institutione pre-
suppoAe & Supreme peing....when the state encourages religious instruction or
cooperates with religioue authorities by ad jueting the achedule of public events
to eectarian needs, it follows the best of ocur traditions....To hold that it may
not would be to find in the Constitution a requiremsnt that the government ebove

8 callous indifference to religious groups. That would bs preferring those vho
believe in no religion over those who do believe,!

“The decision narrowed down the definitim of separation of Church and State
ae based on the FIRST AMENDMENT. This emendment has been construed to mean that
there abould be no official cooperation betveen the government and the churchee.




’

The relevant part of the First Amendment reads: 'Congress shall malk» no law
respecting an establisilment of religicm, ar prohiditing the free exsroise
th‘r’or . '

"The majority opinion pointe cut that the First Amendment reguires SOpATe-~
tiom of Church and State in two specific aresa: the establishment of religion
(preferential etatus) and the free exercise of religion, Within these areas,
the separation muat be absolute and without exceptiem.

EENAT

"It goes on to make this significant comment: ‘The First Amendment, how-
ever, doeé not eay that in every and all respeots there shall be a separation
of Church and Stete, Rather, it studicusly defines the manner, the specifio
vaye, in which there shall be no conocert or unicn or dependency cne on the other.
That is the camaon sense of the matter, Otherwise the stats and religion would
be aliens to each other--hostile, suspicious, and even unfriendly.'

"Those who differ vith the majority decisicn of the Court vill find ammmi-
tien in the arguments of ths minarity. Justioes Black, Jackeon, and Frankfurter
each vrote a dissenting opinion which questianed the assumptions and opposed
the conclusian of the sixz-man majority,

"Justice Blaok claimed that the Court had abandcned the principlss cn vhich
tne McCollum decision was based. The ruling that the Champeaign aystem was un-
conetitutional ves based not only on the fact that the religious classees vere
at held in the achool btuildings, btut alsc because pupils were provided for them
through the use of the State's caapulsory sobuol machinery, Thia same uase of
campulsory attendence lavs to channel pupile into church.ocnducted olasses, he
pointed out, is present in the New York syetem. He commented: 'Thie 1s not
separation but cambination of Church and State.'

"Justice Jackson deplored the change in interpretation of the First Amend-
ment. In the McCollum decision, this was construed as requiring a ‘high eand im-
pregnable’ wall between Church and State. In the Zoraoh decieion, he said, that
vall hae became 'warped and twisted', He expreased concern lest the distinctiom
betveer religlon and irreligion might be an opening wedge for a later distinctlon
between & favored religion and one less favored. He eaid: ‘The day that thie
counti'y ceases to be free for irreligion it vill ceass to be free for religion --
eicept for the eect that can vin political pover....We atart down & rough road
vien ve begin to mix campulsary public education with campulsory godlinese.'

"Justice Franikfurter eaid that the inequity in the Rew York ayetem lles in
the fact that those vho do not choose to go to religious education clagees are
kept in echool, The controveray would end, he said, if the sohobls would dis.
2188 all the puplls without keeping a record of those vho attended religious in-
struction and those vho did not. He camented:; ‘'The unwillingnese of the pro-
motere of thls movement to dispense with such use of the public schoole betraye
2 surprising want of confidence in the inheremt power of the various faithe to
drav children to cutside sectarian clasees.”

AROTEER VICTORY FOR THR PUBLIC SCHOOLS OVER ROMAN CATBOLIC USURPATION

from 8t. Joseph, Mlasvuri cames & news etory of unueual interest. We quote fram the
louie Globe-Democrat.,

"Clrcult Judge Emmett Crouse ruled in & declaratory Judgment that the educa-
tlonal policiee of the Catholic church are in direct canflict with those of the




atate of Missouri and are 'utterly inoonsistent and mutuslly exclusive,'

"Any echool in which the educatiamal polioy of the Catholio ohurch is in
effect cannot 'in fact be a free pudlic school, within the meaning of the Con.
stitution and lave of the state.' Judge Crouse ruled, and use of any pubdlic
money for support of sush & school is unlawful, he eaid,

"Be deolared that nuns of the Order of Poor School Sistere of Notre
and of the Order of Sistere of ths Adaratiaon of the Most Precicus 3B
lon are, by virtue of their vowe of poverty and cobedience to ¢ suthorities,
'dimsqualified fram employment as teachers in the free pubdlic ecpovls of Misecuri,'

Judge Crouse, vho sat as a speciel jJudge in the Franklia County Circuit
Court, made the rulings in a formal opinion vhich he handed down in & suit brought
by a group of Franklin County taxpayers in vhich they charged that use of church.
owned buildings and nuna as teachers, together with other practices in Franklin
County's Reorganired School Distriot No. 8 violated provisione of the Missouri
Conatitution and statutes, Findings affected two Gildehaus schoole and the
Erakow school in the recrganized district, at vhich nuns taught. The Erakowv
building and one of the Gildehaus buildings were owned by the Catholio churvh,
It held that another school in the distriot, the Ziegemeyer school, 1s cperated
within the law, That building ie owned by the churoh, but le leased by the dis-
trict, and nune have not been ueed as teachers there,

The decision, vhich quoted liberally fram the state's Comatitution and lavs
and fram Cathclic church lav, was far-reaching and camplete, and dealt vith many
pointe raised by the plaintiff who aocught to halt use of state funds to ¢perate
the schoole in whioh the nune taught.

"Noting the state's policy to maintain pudlic achools separate fram all
religious, church or sectarian actirities end that no public funde be used far
any school conducted in & manner to influence or predispose & child toward the
acceptance of any particular religiom or religicus beliefs, Judge Crouee said:

"'It is the policy of the Reman Catholic church to intermingle education
and religious teachings in order to ascure and strengthen the feith of 1ts ad-
berents and to secure indoctrination of children iz ite religicus principlea as
an integral part of the education of said children.'

“The court noted theat the seat of the government of the church fs in the
:aticaa end 1ta suprems ruler is the Pope. Ita code of canon lavs, he eaid, ‘e
inding on the church bierarchy and tts ordere, including those to which the nune

teaching In the Franklin County schools belamged, and -
eible o the Dop s ged, all are ultimately respon

BOW_DISSENTERS FARE IN PORTUGAL

A naticnai deily newepaper publishes the following letter
fr in Portugs.
to his mother, Mre, Charles Adame of Port Al Hnl.ne.ns ar & young man in Poriugs

. "1 vish you could see the Chrietian Churches bere. My contact with thenm has
given ame a clearer picture of what the early church muet have been like. The gov-
ermment forbids Protestant churches to build anything vhich looks 11ke & church.
Most of them can't afford their own tuilding anyway,

“The church to which I usually
80 meets in the upper roam of & simple stuc-
cosd stone structure. We mit on wooden benches and face a blank wall on which i8

written, 'God 1s Love.,' There 18 no organ, and ya ongr
: t the tb 8
Joy and gusto I never heard before. " ’ 7 ¢ o reree




