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THR CATEOLIC PATTERN ASGENTS ITKDF IN CODMBIA

While repeated reports reach the United States of assaults by Catholios end govern-
sont police on Protestant olurches and Protestant believers in Columbia, the Assoolated
Prees reports from Bogota, Columbia‘'e capitol oity: "No immeliate camment ves avallable
e framCatholio ar govermmant sources on the latest charges. Answvering previcus accusa-
tiane of the same sort, however, govermaent officlals have said they tted actions
againat Protestants but oould not guarantee tham protection if they kep to vin
nev converte in vhat is offiocially e Catholioc oountry.”

s

o Thus the wvorld learns again vhat can happen
in any country when a politically-minded oburoh
gets the upperbhand, Most recent aots of perse-

cution, according to ellegations reparted bty the THE SHOUT AND THE WHISPER
AP, include attacks on two Protestant churohes,
ane of vhioh vas dynamited apd burned; tbe ston-
ing of other ohurches; and the beating and Jail-
ing of varshippers in anotber Protestant service.
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Ranan Catholios shout loudly that they favor
religione liderty -- in thoee countries where
they are a minority., They oite proudly their
evangelistic efforte which wvan them a reported
772,642 converts in the Dnited States, Alaska
and Hawvaii last year, It is anly fair there-
fore that we ask now on vhat ground dare they
deny to Proteastants the liberty of "trying to
¥in nev converts" in Colambia or anyvhere elee.
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ARD IN SPAIN: Beveral members of Congreass,
led by Rep. O, XK. Ammstrong of Misscuri, bave
announced plans to "lay the matter of the lack

of religious 1ibe in Spain” befare the
ry | ADVOCATE OF
ONE OoFRCAL CHURCH
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The R, 0. Berg cartoon oo the right ie re-
printed fram the July issue of Church and State
Yovaletter, bty special permission of Protestants
ad Other Americans United far Separation of
Church and State.
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Secretary of State and the President, Tbeir decision followed & lunchaon sessicn vity
Rev. Paul E. Freed of Greensboro, N, C., vho desoribed oonditions hs found on four

trips to Spain, s Roman Omatholic sountry.
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VACATION TIME OR WOT, IR, DAWSON CONTINUES TO WORK /

Ir. Joseph M. Davscn, the executive director, tried to taks & vaoat %]
late June and July, but his time necossarily vas given largely to cantifiosd diligent
effort in expressing the Baptist position on religious liverty. He has been in oom-
pultation with the Macmillan Company, which has acoepted for publicdtion hie nevest
bock cn olwrob, state and societr in America. The volume 1s believed to be an extrems.
1y mignificant oontribution to the ceuse of liberty in this oountry end arcund the
vorld. Dr. Davson slac has deen engaged in the task of preparing a msnusoript om reli.
gious liverty for presentation at the meeting of the Baptist Warld Alliance executive
committes in Copenbagen in early August. During his abdsence from the office, duties
have been sdministered by C. E. Bryant of Baylor University, who is devoting several
wvoeks to research co clurch-state relatione in the United States, with especial refer.
ence to the allocatiam of federal tax funds to religious institutions, This lssue of
Repart Fram The Capitol waa prepared by Mr. Bryant.
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THE VATICAN ISSUE, AGAIN

Just befare its adJournment, Catholic leaders in Cangress took action leaving the
door ajar for President Truman to make a possible interim appointment setting up Adiplo-
matic tisa with the Vatican. The move recalled the Presidemt's ill-advised attempted
appointment of General Mark Clark as ambassador to the Vatican last Fall -- an appoint-
ment Clark declined in the face of heated American protesta,

Here's the way the new issue arcose in Copgress, Iast March, alert Congreseasn
denied a $70,000 item 1n the State Depariment's proposed tudget which amount wae re-
quested to pay for a "amall miesion™ to the Vatican, Advocatee of such diplamatic
relationa admitted chagrin over what they called the Adminjistration's "blundering"” in
openly eeeking the amount when {t "oould have been ploked up"samewvhere in the
$79,000,000 lump sum budget.

Members of the House of Representatives cansidsred it wise therefare to smeek an
additiocnal safeguard against repetition of the Clark incident, and adopted an emendmant
(by Rep. Prince E. Preston of Georgia) to the appropriation bill farbidding the expendi-
ture of any funds for ambassadorial poeta "pricr to oonfirmation by the Senate of the
appointment of the first chief of mission ar other diplamatic representativea to that
state or country." Wwhen the House-pasased bill went to the Senste in late Nme, however,
Sepatar Pat McCarran, a Raman Catholic fram Nevada who 1s chairman of the subcammittee
in charge of ths bill, delated the clause. He argued that the smendment injected &
religious lesue into the bill (though ite intent wvae actually to prevent the injectim
of a religicua i1ssue into adminletration of the appropriation). MoCarran'a deletim
was sustained in the camittee, in the Semate, and in a conference committee vhich
iraned out differences in the House and 3snate versicne.

Though the Congressional action 1tself 414 nothing positive to open up the Vatican
isous, it indicated that advocates for the establishment of a U, 8. embasay at the
Vatioan are still at work. This belief wae given added strength vhich on June 26 Pope
Plus received in private audience for thirty-five mimtes Myran Taylor, vho was persa-
al representative to the Vatican of the late President Roosevelt and President Trumsan

1939-49. Only a fev days earlier, Taylar had been in conference vith President Trumsd
at the White House,
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SUFRDME COURT. UPBOLDE BERLIOGIONN FPEEXDON

Constituticnal guarsntees of absolute freedam of religious thought in Amerioa have
bewa upbeld sgain, this time in the May 26 dscision of the United States Supreme Court
overruling & Nev York Btate ban an the moticn picture, "The Mireole”. Cardinal Gpelle
pan, Roman Catbolic lsader in this coumtry, had branded the Italian motion pioture
"sacreligious”, and Catholics secured & dan sgainst it. But, as the Watohman-Exsminer
of Nev York observed, "the 1ssus transcendsd the film and its drematlc story. The real
ceuse was vhether clerical influence could oontrol American culture.”

The Supreme Court ruled unsnimously. Justice Tam Clark asserted: "The baslo
principles of freedom of epeech and press, liks the First smendment's command, 40 not
vary,” The decisiocn beld that the Hev York ban was "unbridled censorship" undertaksn
to prevent free discusaian of religiam,

Editor Jobn Bradbury of ths New York Baptist publication conoluded his observe~
tiaa: "This 1e & setisfactory canolusion of a threatening situation in vhich the liber-
ties of Ameriean people were subtly Mrought under ecolesiastical suthority, with the
cardinal having the final word in religious and social decisions. The Supreme Court's
deciaions Bhould put an end to that sort of aspiration."
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PUBLIC TAX MONEY, SCHOQOLS ARD RELIGION

The controversy of religion in the schocla raised 1ts head again at the recemt an-
nual meeting of the National Bducation Association. Fifteen hundred school authorities
in session at Detroit heard Mrs. Agnes E. Mayer, a mamber of the President's Comission
on Eigher Fducation, urge that the door be closed forever upan the use of public tax
aoney for support of private and parochial educetion, She charged that public tax sup-
port of parochial sducation would undermine the nation's public school syetem and sub-
stitute "a series af feeble, Jealous, and antagomietic church-school syetems, each
largely intent on teaching its own c¢hurch dootrines and etruggling for an incressing
share of public fundas,...The public school eyetem, all hope of religioue amity, and
camunity eclidarity would be destroyed,”

At the seme meeting, Charles P, Taft, a candidate far governor in Oblo, urged that
moral and spiritual valuea in public education be increased by plcking teachere wvho bave
"perecnal religion“, and enoocuraging the inclusion, in non-religlous courses, of the
maximum smount of religious material of non-comtroversisl neture."

Meanwhile, in Wasbington, Cangress revised the nev Puerto Rican constitution to
allov church-ralated and other nan-public schoola to functiocn there. The amendment

vas attached to a campulacry school attendance provisiaon, and 1t allowve parents to send
thildren to non-public schools if they so choose.
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ENEMIBS OF THE EOME

Liquor Advertiaing in Magatines

Figures an the money spent hy liquar interests on advertising in same of America's
biagest magazines have been pubdlisbed by The Natiocnal Temperence and Prohibition Coun-
¢i1. During 1951, Life magatine oarried 421 liquor ads for a revenue of $9,912,057, a
flgure more than ten per cemt of 1ts total advertising revemue for the year. Time,
Published by the seme campany, derived $2,91%4,880 fram 328 ade. Collier's, a popu
veekly, ran 279 ads for a revenue fram liguor of $3,375,370. IncIdentally, a full page,




full color advertisemsnt in Life sells far .ﬁﬁz.mm'w magasines rl!‘uo. to

carry vhiskey, vine o deer aldvertising, ino [

Journal, end Seturdsy Evening Post. If you're mm%'m%ﬁc%
magazines or oo S and television, write to Ir. R, H. Martin, Committes

Againat Liquor Advertising, 209 Ninth Street, Pittsturgh 22, Pennsylvania, /

Crime Progrems oo Televisicn 7

If you're cne of those thousands of American parents vho have dimogweréd-you must
te selective in television programs for your childrem, you'll be interésted, though
not surprised, in the findinge of s survey conducted in Los Angeles. |/ During a one-
veek period, mmitared TV programs depioted 852 major orimes, plus 1o saloon
bravls, assaults, slugginge and other 'minar” acts of violence. Thete vere 167 mur-
ders, 112 "Justifiable” killings, and 356 attempted murders. There were many rob-
beries, jailiresks, murder omspirecies, dynmmitings, attempted lynohings and other
felonies, Seventy-eight per cent of the orimes weres partrayed on progrems for ohil-
dren; 85 per cent of them before a child's normal bedtime of nine o'olock p.m. Con-
gress has ssked a camittee to study the matter of TV programming, and another is at
vark studying the undeeirable content of camic books for children, Rep, E. C,
Gathings of Arkmneas ig leading this cleanup movement.

Though ane Scuthern Baptist religious lay vorker -- a minieter of music and edu-
oation at Capoard, N, C, -- has been granted the seame h-D 8Selective Service claseifi.
cation accorded to nrdainad ministers, Washington officials state that no blanket rule
an such classifications can be applied, Full-time lay religious warkers vill be con-
eldered by local draft boards cn the basis of their individual cases,

The editer of "Our Sunday Visitor”, national Catholic weskly nevepaper, told the
Catholic Press Aseociation that Raman Catholice ehould make every effort to get their
publications into the hands of non-Cetholice. He urged pastore to remind their par-
ishoners about cnce each manth to bhand their Catholic periodicals to a nan-Catholic
acquaintance.

A plea far the elimination of racia] end religicue prejudice fram the political
campaigna thle Summer and Fall hae been Bent to national headguarters of Democratic
and Republicaen parties by six American religious leaders, representing the Cathollc,
Protestant and Jewish faitha, The Lutheran Clurch's Board of Christian Sociasl Action
bas urged that Chriatiane engage in "earnest, informed and prayerful discussiom” of
major lseues,
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A move was launched in Congrese to glve back to tax-sxsmpt religicus and chari-
table arganicaticne which operate businesees for profit the taxss they paid on theee
tusinesses prior to 1951. Author of the two bills designed for that purpose is Rep.
Jon W, McCormack of Maesachusetts, who has led other fighte to secure public funds
for parochial ecboole and to block federal aid to education 1f such benefits are not
oxtended to parochial education., His propoeal to refund these taxss weuld favar Raman
Catholicimm's videspread financiel intereets in camsarcia) cancerns which pay their
sarnings into the church. Meanvhile, three Congressional ceamittees are at work in-
vestigating the fairly wide-spread use of "non-profit arganizationa” as a froot to
evade taxea,.
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