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This monthly newsletter ia sent free to editors, executives, and inatitutions.

In order
to cover coat of production and msiling a charge of $1.00 per year ie made to all others.

SEPTEMEER, 1953

A COURAGEOUS PLEA FOR MAINTAINING PRINCIFLE

Dr. Loule D. Newton, who is the cherished champion of Bouthern Baptist weeklies--
continuing Chairman of the Convention's Coamittee on Circulation--has challsnged the
supporters of religious freedom among all faiths with the following plea for principle:

"Will Baptists support H.R. bill 6319, now pending in Congress, offered by Con-
gresaman Gardner R. Withrow, Wiscopsin, which would permit exemption of religious pub-
licatione from proposed increase in postsl rates, allowing en estimated differential of
62 per cent between religious publications and secular public¢ations? I hope not.

"Such exemption would mean that cur Baptist papers wvould receive a substantial sub-
sidy from the Government, and that would further mean that we would be estopped from
protesting any instance of breaching the wall separating church and state.

“If 1t 18 a violation of the cherished principle of separation of church and state
to accept Government mopey for Baptist hospitale, echools, orphanages, and churches --
and ve certainly are agreed on that -- wvhat, may I aek would be the difference in prin-

ciple of accepting Govermment sid for our Baptist papers?

"This bil)l has been referred to the House postoffice cammittee for study. Mean-
while, T hope Baptists will do some studying themselves, and by studying, I mean think-
ing."

It may be concluded from the shove that Dr. Rewton believes consistently in Chureh-
State separation, not separation now and then, here and there, self-intereat to the

centrary notwithatanding.

» »* *

DEPLORABLE IP TRUE, BUT BAPFILY ROT SO

Editor Reuben Allay of the Religiocus Herald, who invarlably thinks clearly and
writes courageously, blasts a most presumptuous etatement made by Chaplain Bernard
Braskamp ~f the House to the effect that he considers all the Congresamen ss his parieh.
Of course, the Chaplain was speaking figuratively, for neither legally nor actually
could hie relationship bocome that of a pastor. We must ever keep elerted to hurtful
presumptions which tend to destroy the American principle of Church-State separations.

* » *

JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING OCTOBER 2

The Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs will hold ite next semi-annual see-
8ion at the Baptist Hesdquarters Building, 1628 - 16th Street, Washington, D. C., Octo-
ber 13. The Nominating Committee ia called to meet in the seme place on September 20.
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The usual sub-committses cn Domestic Bitustions, World Issues, Raligious Liberty, Co.
operstion snd Budget will convens for breakfast at the Martinique Hotel at 8 O'clock
of October 13. -

» » »

_THE CASE FOR RELIOIOUS TNSTSCTION IN THE PUBLIC BCHOOLS AGATN  /

mcmucm”nmportoonamﬁomlmymm”tohwmg‘n. fesl
about religious education for their children. Ite report claims ihat out of 104 mil.
1ion adult parsons, only six per cenmt, or a little over six nillion, state they re-
ceived no religious trajning. It publishes that seventy-two pen cent received their
religious training in Sunday Schools, thirty-seven per cept had sreligious training in
the hoe, and twenty-one per cent in parochlal achools. Among stants, it reveals,
eighty-six per cent have gone to Sunday School, and seventy-eight per cent are satis-
Tied with the religious training they received there.

In view of the declaration of the Digest that Catholice expreassed the highost per-
centage of satisfaction with their religious imstruction, received mainly in parochisl
achools, the non-Catholic wondere just why they are so insistent upon religjous instruc-
tion being given in the public echools. Remember history proves that the Catholice wvere
the first in America to combat religious instruction in the public schools and consti-
tuted the pressure groups which secured ouster of the Bible from these schools because
they objected to the version read. Leo Pfeffer, in his momumental CHURCH, STATE, AND
FREEDOM (page 207) explains their chenged attitude.

"The triumph of the secularization of the public schools was in no small measure
due to the pereistence of the Raman Church,” Pfeffer says. Contimuing he aseerts that
what the Church wantts now le either to bring its own dogma into the public schools for
the teaching of Catholic children as 1t was doing in Champaign, Illincis and many other
places prior to the McCollum decision of the United States Supreme Court, "or a ehare
of the public achool funds for the support of Catholic parochisl schoola.” Roman Catho-
lic usurpation of public schoola for teaching their distinctive religion has resulted
in court action in certain etates, as New Mexico and Missouri.

It 1e interesting to note that a few Protestant leadere have lent support to the
newvest Roman Catholic propegsnda for re}igious instruction in the pudblic schools. For
example, Preeident Frederick W. Whittaker of tha Bangor Theological Seminary writes the
Rxacutive Director of the Baptist Joint Cammittee on Public Affairs: "While I appre-
clate your fine contribution to the litersture of the Church and the State, and I shall
read your new book wvith much interest, I do not agree that the complete separation of
Church and State is best either for the state or for the church.....It 1s my convictio
that there 1s urgent need for the leadere of church and etats to find a way in which
religion as a primary force in the whole history of man ehall be given its proper em-
phasis in the textbooks of our public schools.”

Perhaps after FPresident Whittaker has read our newest book he will discover that
the United States Supreme Court has already pointed out "the wamy in which religion as
a primary force in the whole history of mean shall be given proper emphasis in the text-
books of our pubiic schools.” The incontrovertible fact ie there i1s no denial whatso-
ever of that very thing at the present----there is anly the prohibition of eecterian
instruction by sectarian forces in the public schools, by commingled organizations of
church and gtate. Instead of assking euch a dubious combination, the theclogical semi-
naries had best intensify their efforts to prepare church leadera who will attend to

their God-sppointed duty of promoting edequate religious instruction in the church and

* L »*
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PRAYER OF A CERISTIAN UFON UNDERTAKING A WORLD TASK

Upon teking office on July 4 as Director General of the United Nstions Educstional,
Scieptific, and Cultural Organization, Luther E. Bvans, former hesd of ocur Library of
Congress, and a Jefferscnian lover of freedom, asked the privilege of offering a prayer
according to his own faith. Follows the prayer:

"Almighty God, make my art and spirit humble in the face of the mighty tasks
vhich have been placed on my shoulders., Make me realize alwayes that the power man exer-
cises springe, not fromw himself, but from approval of his fellow men. 0, God, make me
realize that the work of UNESCO ie the work of many men who believe in many different
Cods or systems of belief; make me tolerant of all men, and make me respeet their right
to follow the light shed oo their respective prayers by their respective creeds OF be-
liefs. Make me forever cbservant of the truths which wiee and great men have made plain
in many ages, that almost without exception the great religions and philosophies of life
heve mich in common, and wouwld if practiced well, lesad men forward toward peace and
understanding. O God, cleanse my heart of selfishness, pettiness, emmity, revenge,
anger and unjustified mistrust, and give me strength, wisdom, and goodness in greater
measure than before in order that I may help my fellow men reach Thy goal of peace.
Amen,"

* * *

CHURCH MEMHERSHTP INCREASE GRATIFYING

According to the Yearbook of American Churches, issued by the National Council of
Churches, the total for 251 religious bodies in 1952 climded to 92,277,129. This repre-
sented a 4.1 per cent growth over the previocus year and increase two and a half times
greater than the country's population edvence, Three out of every five Americans are
now members of some religious group.

The statisticlan, Dr. Benson Y. Landis, attributes much of the incremse to a larger
birth rate, also to inclusion of certaln bodies not appearing on previous 1lists. Again
Protestants shoved a greater percentage growth than Roman Catholics, or 3.9 per cent as
compared to 3.5 per cent, and the percentage of the population 34.7 for the former as
compared to 19.3 for the latter, The Southern, the American, end two Nationsl Negro
Baptist Conventions are among the largest denominations, and their combined strength
phows twice as many as any other single group of non-Catholica.

* * »*

PLANNING AEEAD FOR BAPTIST WORLD CORGRESS

Following the meeting of the Baptist World Alliance Executive Committee at Green
Lake in June, at which plana for the Baptist World Congress to be held in London in
1955 were putlined, s nmumber of the Baptist weaklies have begun urging churches to look
ahead with a view to sepding their pastors and laymen repregentatives. The Joint Com-
mittee on Public Affairs is deeply interested in the Congress, not alone becsuse of its
comnitteemen's significant part in that program, but strongly becauae of what the Con-
gress vill do to advance the cause of religicus liberty throughout the world, It 1is
not too early for Baptiste to resolve to make the Nimth World Congress one of the great

conferences of all time.




_BOGKS POR STUDRNTS OF FUELIC APPATRS

IDEAS OF THE GREAT ECONOMISTS. George Soule, $3.50. The Viking Press, New York,

Seldam have we reccamsnded & book vith more pleasure. This is = must volume for
all citizens vho would act intelligently in our times. /

A HISTOKY OF BAPTISTS IN KENTUCKY. Frank M. Masters. Kentucky Baptift Historical
Society, Louisville, Kentucky. {

I

Auong Baptist histories of state bodies this ie distinguished! It is carefully
written and well documented. A competent scholar hes not only recorded historical
events in the order of their occurrence, hut has given them in true perspective againet
their backgxrounds io a fascipating wvay.
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AMERICA'S WAY IN CHURCH, STATE, AND SOCIETY

Two nationel organizations have added their boost to our book,
AMERICA'S WAY IN CHURCH, STATE, ARD SOCIETY. These are the Horace
Mann League, vhich sent out a special peweletter commending 1it;
and the otber ie The Southern Baptist Brotherhood organization which
is conducting s special study of i1t and allied literature ip connec-
tion with its lesson series, Prior to this the Americen Library

Association declared it a must book. The voliume may be had fram

this office at $2.50, Those wishing autographed coples are re-

queated to add 25¢ for postage, handling, and protective mailing.
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THE KINSEY REPORT

Sclentific research ie ever to be prized, but subsequent handling of the resulte
is of equal importance. The Kinsey report smacke of being pseudo-sciepce, both from
the method used in obtaining i{ts alleged facts and from lamentable ballyhoo in publi-
cation of the findinge. Irresponsible submiseion of such dubious data to the mass
mind, which 1s unacquainted with scientific analyeie and subject to frequent erronecus
Judgments, poses great peril to morality.




