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The Baptist Jolnt Committee on Public
Affairs tekes grest pleasure in presenting
to our Baptiet fellowship Dr. C. Emanuel
Carleon who has sccepted the invitation to
become our new Executive Director es of
Janusry 15, 1954. He will succeed Dr.
Joseph M. Dawson who has aserved with honor
in thie poeition since September 19L6.

Dr. Carleon comes to us with & rich
background of traeining and experience which
ahould meke him eminently qualified to as-
sume the important responsibilities of his
nev office, He leaves the deanship of
Bethel College, a Baptist achocl, in St.
Feul, Minpnesote, where he has distinguished
himself as an educetor and en executive.

Dr. Carlson wes born in Alberta, Canada,
of Swedish lmmigrent parentage. His home wos
one of deep spirituslity end friendly hoa-
pitality toward vislting Baptist preachers.
He was educated in Cenads, receiving his B.A.
degree in 1927 fram the University of Alberts
at Edmonton. He has had a life of activity
in Baptist work datlng back to student days.

In September, 1927, Mr. Carison began to teach at Bethel Academy, St, Paul, and

pursue graduste work at the University of Minnescta.
uralized American citizen and St. Paul has been his home ever since,

In due time he alpo became A nat-
In 1931, the Acad~

emy became a Junior College, 8nd in 19&6, the Junior College became a four year ccllege
fully accredited under the University of Minnesota.

This development of Bethel 1s intimately linked with Mr. Cerlson's unusual acholap-

tic, adminiatrative and public relations abilitles.
Mr, Carlson was first granted an M,A. degree and then & Ph,D. degree.

During thie period of developpent,
For the Ph.D.

degree, majors were completed both in Hiatory and 1in Education with training in research
His dissertation approved by both departments was an historicel

appropriate to each.

study of "The Adjustment of the Swedish Immigrent to the American Public School Uystem,
1840-1618," A great desl of the material dealt with is pertinment to our present problems
of the relationship of religioua tralning to public education, the relationship of

parochial school to public, etc.
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Dr. Carlsoun's career has been closely comnected vith the sdvancement &t Bethel
Collsge. He vas mede registrar of the new Bethel Junior College 1n 1932. During the
pext five years he had & shsre in establishing tha scademic routine snd standards of
thet school, In 1945, Mr. Cerlson became Acting Desn, snd was them elected Deen,

While Dr. Carlson is ro% en ordained minister, he has been coustantly in demend
as a speaker and preacher in the churches of the Twin Cities, Minnesota and the Mi
West. He 1s greatly sought for youth meetinge, camps, etc,, and la noted as a r
of evangelical youth forums in which social issues are discuseed egeinst the bpfkground
of New Testament principles, He is & layman who 1s greatly depended 3poﬁ I nis local
chureh, He is Chairmen of the Advisory Board of the Central Baptisy’Church, St. Paul,
Minpesota. This is e General Conference church which malntains a friendly end coopera-
tive spirit with the American Baptiet Convention, and the Baptist world Alllance.

Dr. Carlson has 8 lovely Christian wife who is sincerely sympathetic in his work,
They have one son, employed imn St. Paul, and one daughter, a student nurse at Mounds-
Midvay, our Baptist Hospltel in St. Paul.

* * *

CURRENT ISSUES IN WHICH RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IS INVOLVED

1. Recent decrees of the Columbian Government, countersigned by the Papal Nuncio,
which direct that all non~Catholic missionaries and pastors, both foreign and national,
shall be expelled from territories claseified as "missicnary”. Baptlst misaionaries
are in the area affected., Can U, 5, State Department assist in preventing these liarsh
decrees from golpg into effect?

2. Suit filed by Jose R. Toledo and others versus the Pueblc de Jemez, N, M,,
asking right of non-Catholics to bury their dead in the communal cemetery and to permit
Protestant missionaries to come and go freely within the pueblo at all reasonable times.

3. Proposed free grant of twenty acres of land owned by the United States Govern-
ment in Fhoenix, Arizona to Brophy College for the purpose of establishing a Jepuit Uni
veraity. The issue involves also the propriety of Baptist institutions recelving free

grants of government surplus properties of all : a8 free gift of §1.2 mlllion-
dollar hoepital at Kirkwcod, M., to Clsters cf ity, St. Louls Aroudiocese.

§. Sults flled im Kentucky by citizens committees im cooperation with Protestants
and Other Americans United for the Separation of Church and State, to outlaw the employ=-
ment of garbed nuns 1n public schools and use of church properties with sectarian sym~
bols as public school classroome in some twenty-five or more public schools. The Southe
ern Baptist Theological Seminery has appointed Dr. Denlon Caker to investigete possible
Protestant viclations in the Ctate also.

5. Imprisomment of four Czechoslovakian Baptist leaders on charges of esplonage
and treason by the Senate of the Pardubice Regionesl Court at Chrudim in Eastern Bohemis.
These men who have been deprived of their rights as ciltizens and their property cone
fiscated are: Dr, Jindrich Prochazka, head of the Baptist Training College in Prague,
imprisonment 12 years; Jan Ricar, Chairman of the Baptist Brethren Union, 18 years;
Cyril Burget, secretary of thc Baptist Church in Prague, 7 yesrs; and Michal Kejsar,
chairman of the Baptist Brethr:n Union in Slovakisa, 5 years,

6. Possible submission c¢f a peacetime conscription act in the form of Universsl
Military traiping to the Congress of the United States.

T« Continued intimationr by Congressional Investigating Committees that Protest=
ents as such, among religious forces of the Nation, contain within their ranks the bulk
of pubversives, thus contribuilng to the Roman Catholic falme contention thet the Romen
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Church coostitutes the one dependable loyal group in our conflict with communism.
Baptists have never opposed lnvestigation of subversives, such as Communists, but have
vigorously protested methods which lesd to false conclusions snd infringe upon American
freedoms,

* * * *

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON WORID ISSUES

On June 26 and 27, 1953, four prominent Czechoslovekiaen Baptist leadere were tried,
condemned, end sentenced for espionage and treason by the Senate of the Pardubice Rew
gional Court at Chrudim in Eestern Bohemia, The men involved with the sentences ime
posed are as follows: Dr. Jindrich Prochazka, head of the Baptist Training College in
Prague, imprisomment 12 years; Jan Ricar, Cheirman of the Baptist Brethren Union, 18
years; Cyril Burget, secretary of the Baptist Church in Prague, 7 years; and Michal
Kejsar, chalrman of the Baptist Brethren Union in Slovakia, 5 years., In addition to
the prison sentences, all four men Were deprived of their rights ass ¢itizens and their
property was ordered confiscated.

The court reported that mrll four men had pleaded guilty to the charge of esplonsage
snd thaet Jan Ricar had pleaded guilty also to the charge of high treason., One of the
releases connected the Beptist World Alllance end three American Baptist leaders with
the esplonage activities; namely, Dr. C, Oscar Johnson, Dr. Dana Albaugh and Dr. Edwin
A, Bell.

It goes without paying that eny contact these three men or any other Baptist lead=
ers in the United States have had with Czechoslovakian Baptists has been in the inter=-
est of the material and spiritual welfare of these brothers and sisters and nothing re=
motely akin to espionage or comspiracy has entered 1lnto thelr activitles.

Therefore be it resolved that we express our confidence im the spiritual integrity
of our imprisoned Baptist leaders and in our American Baptist leaders named in the news
dispatches; that we give widespreed publicity to the facts as we know them, and request
our government to make the facts available through agencles such as the Voice of America.

+* * »*

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DOMESTIC SITUATIONS

1. Atteck on Protestant Churchea

Since last we met the Protestant churches of Americe have come under attack, firat
through unofficisl and un-authorized press releases of members of the House Committee on
UneAmerican Activities, and during July in an article by J. B. Mathews in the American
Mercury titled "Reds and the Churches".

While fully aware of the grave danger threatening our country through communism,
we repudiate the implicstions that Communists have any real influence in our churches,
or that any apprecieble mumber of the Protestant clergy have been victims of Communist

rropaganda.

The resl fact is that the Protestant churches constitute the greatest bulwark a-
gainet Commmnism all acrose the world; that where Protestantism is strongest, democracy

and the ideals of freedom are most vigorously upheld.

We rejoice in and will continue to proclaim our great Protestant tradition of
freedom of worship, freedom nf conscience, freedom of essoclation, freedom of criticism
upon which American democracy wae founded and has flourished.
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We deplore the current practice of some Congressionsl Cormittees in releasing tg
the Press unsubstantiated charges and malicious rumors iovolving American c¢itizens
vithout first veighing the evidence and giving the person charged full opportunity

appear in his own defense.

We would caution members of our churches, and our fellow citizens alike, to rep >
ceive vith greet reservation the general charges of cammunist activity directed
ministers, government officials, educators, and othera, We further urge our pesfle to
be certain that what they condemp is actually communisn and not merely e
philoscphy or political opinion st variance with their own.

2. Universal Military Training :

The second session of the 83rd Congress which cpens in Jamusfy 1954 may again be
asked by the Administration to enact legislation for a full scale universal military
training program. The President's nev Cammission 1la expected to make its report some.

time in December of this year.
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We are opposed to & program of univereal military conscription in time of peace.
Our several conetituent conventions have repeatedly voiced opposition to U, M. T, and
we reaffirm our committee action and urge Baptiste everywhere to continue to volce their
opposition to such a law as un~necessary, uneworkable and ui-American,

» * *

BEEAVY DEMAND ON THE OFFICE FOR LITERATURE

Marked interest in churchestate relations is evidenced by recent heavy demand on
the office of this Comnittee for literature bearing on the eubject. Students of the
Southeastern Beptist Theological Seminary, which has en enroliment exceeding 1,500,
are writing papers on the subject. The Southern Baptist Brotherhoods, with over 600,000
members, are studying the subject in their monthly diecuseion assiguments. A steady
flow of orders for America's Way in Church, State and Socliety, price $2,50, lateet book
by the Executive Director, also is acknowledged.

IMPORTANT BOOKS

The Iriash and Catholic Power. By Paul Blanshard. Beacon Press. $3.50

This i1s probably the best of the Blanshard series on Ramen Catholic power as re=-
lated to freedom. It is the product of diiigent research, dignified writing, careful
documentation and amezing grasp of world insues.

Out of These Roots. By Agnes E. Meyers., Little, Brown and Company. $4.00

An autobiography of a distinguished American woman vhose writinge and speechea
bave constituted a notable contribution to the Retion's ideals, under separation of
church and state, especially in the field of public education,

Until Victory: Horace Mann and Mary Peabody., By Louise Hall Thorp. Little, Brown
ompany. ¥9.00

The author of that most charming book, The Peabody fisters of Salem, has done it
again, created & vivid portrait. This tine IT 18 of the father of Americenm public
;:u:ation and his lovely wife seen in the atmosphere of a great period in Americen

story.




