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July 1954
ON IMPRESSING LEGISLATORS

Both the 3Bouthern Baptist Convention at 3t, Louls and the American
Baptiet Convention in Minneapolls adopted new statementa favoring leg-
islatlion agalnst llquor aedvertlsing, These statements have no doubt
been placed on file by the proper agencies of each Convention,

The Director of the Joint Committee, however, had opportunlty to
appear personally before the Committees on Interstate and Forelgn Com-
merce, first to file a statement in the House in behalf of the Bryeon
Bill aend then in the Senate in favor of the Langer Blll, I told them
about the reeolutions, about the reessons for our opposition, and that
our Joint Committee conpists of delegatione from peveral Baptlet Cone
ventlione, totally about eighteen million, Were they lmpreseed? Not

that I know! What wae lacking? Would a ionger ptatement, more elo-
quently drafted have helped? Will more and better resolutions do the
Job? Hardly.

The thing that impresses ma leglslator or a leglelative Commlttee
or even s House 1g not the formal documents but the grase-roots evi-
dence of concern among the voters among whow they will campalgn soon
for re-election, Thie 1s not in any senge a critlicism of our men in
Congress. 1t 18 eimply a statement of the democratlc procees in our
country,

If there is no concern among the voters in a Congressman's dla-
trict he will accomplish no good by going out and standing alons as a
man of courage only to be defeated in the next election, If public
gervice 1g a man's work under God, there is no merit in polltical
gulclde,

How, then, can a Congressman know what the concerne and desirea
are among his people back home? 1In this he has no mystery gadget, he
must go by what they tell him, The brewers, the bar-tendersg, the pub-
licatione are all organized and ready to tell the repregentatlives what
their viewpoints are--that 1as, to create a volume of mall on the gub-
Ject of liquor advertieing, If that is the only mall on the sublect we
have ne Tight to criticlze our legislators for aseuming that to favor
such legislation would be to thwart public opinion back home, We are
millions and we have convictlons, but we are the sllent millions.
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¥hat 18 lacking? Adequate organlzation is lacking by means of
which to let our people know that there is a Bryson Bill, and a Langer
Bill, to let them know who the Committee memberes are, and who thelr own
representatives are, Is not this unfinished buslness for the Lora?

LOYALTIES - INTEGRATED BUT SEPARATED //
Jows and Baptists do not usually :ave gerious differences é;na-
ing church-state relations. Our Jewlsn friends take the ,pirtizzl prin-
cipleg of the Cld Testament serlously and we Baptleta fetus on the New
Teatament principles, and the result usually 1s that we are not far
apart in our positione on church-state mattere, However, there are
differences among them jJust as there are dirferences among us.

Religious News Service for June 18, 1954 reported an addrese by
Rabbi Ira Eigensteln of New York, a repressntative of the Boclety for
the Advancement of Judalsm, which ae quoted certalnly does not repre-
sent our thinking, and, I hope, not theire either.

Rabbl Eisenstein dlscupsed the ¥dilemms® of Americane who are de-
voted to the principle of church-etate separation, but who are alseo
concerned with growing secularism and materiallsm,

*The only solutlon to thieg dilemma," he sald, "ig to develop the
concept of an American faith., Such a falth would articulate the funda-
mental moral and spiritual values of democratic living and symbolize
them in obgervances and rituals based upon the 'sancta' of American
life; its great heroes, eventg and literature.*

Rabbl Eisenstein sald that such a faith would not be sectarian
because it would not exclude anyorne, Rather, he explained, 1t would
be the common heritage of all Amerlcans,

"Our task today,® he sald, "1s to spirituslize our American clvi-
lilzation and transform 1t into a powerful religious force eo that it
may eerve ae the antidote to Communism, Fasclem, and other contemporary
falee religlonsg of cruelty and power, ®

A recently publighed beook on education also advocates the deepen-
ing of the "relligious conpciousnees of the American Idea." The suthor
belleves that the natlon's schools could "become what they of right
ehould be--the meeting houses of the religion c¢f democracy,*

8uch confusion of religion and patriotiem, of religilouse faith and
political theory, is too common in this enlightened age., Some even
confuge their religion with thelr particulsr idems on economice., For
many democracy ie their religion. Such confusion threatens to throw us
back to the situation of the daye of *divine right of rulere® when mon-
archy and Christienity were practically synonomoue terma. Apparently
we are not yet clear that to love your country, to believe in 1te polit-
ical organization, to be happy with ite economic and eociml 1netitutions
ig something altogether different from living in a true relatlonshlp to
God and to be fully devoted to Him, Certainly there were some good
Chrietiang in the days of the monarchs, but thelr Chrietlanity did not
conslist elther in their loyalty to the monarch nor in a desire*to change
the form of the government to a democracy.




Loyalty to God, shat is, complete and full devotion to His leading,
zakes & porson a constructive citizen always. Being constructive, how-
ever, at times requires sdvocating improvements in the social inetitu-
tions, at the same tims as we use the situations we are in to the great-
est possible good for our fellowmen,

The separation of church and state rests on the recognition that
loyaltles can be on Alfferent planes and need not be mutually exclusive,
A man is not less loyal to hig family beceuse he 1s wholly leyal %o his
country, nor is a man less loyal to his country becausge hs is wholly
devoted to his God, If thege loyalties are placed alongside of each
other and are viewed as being on the same plane they become an *either-
or® delusion, or they become pynonomous, creating intellectual and spir-
itual problems, That is what happene when people'‘e religion preventes
them frox saluting the flag or taking an cath, That is also the basis
for c¢onfusing patriotiem for religion,

When patriotism breaks through and becomes a person'sg reiigion as
well, then you have totalitarianism, The politicel unit, or the pol=-
itical system, has become the supremse and ultimate good before which
individuals have no right to think or to hold divergent convictions,
Hearts and minds ares asked to give all on the goclal or political level
and so to delfy the institutions, Only thus can athelgm or any other
religious position become ‘official.®

It was this kxind of canfusion of government with religion that
caused Daniel to be thrown into the lione' den, It wae thls same con-
fuplon which caused so many Christiane in the firat century to be thrown
to the lione in the Roman arena, It was thie kind of confuslon whileh
gave Europe its well known *Inquisition' carried cut by the cooperative
efforts of a church-state unicn, This same kind of union 1s now gliving
us persecutivn policies in Bpain, in Italy, and in Colombla. Bome would
1iXe to fuse government and religlon into one instrument for the regi-
menting of the hearts and the minde of Americane ag well, Can we not
learn from history?

In the laet analysie, when government and religion merge not only
religioug liberty disappears but civlil liberty ae well, and furthermore,
when a person’s religion comes to conglet of appreclation for an ineti-
tution or a set of institutions he has fixed his eyse on things that
are human and not divine,

Note! Reference is to H. Gordon Hullfigh, Educatiocnal Freedom in an

AZ® of Anxlety - Chapter by Horace Kallen, Professor of Philosophy at
New Bchool for Soclal Research in New York City (Harpers)

FEDERAL AID TO SCHOOLS

Federal ald tc public schools hae been stymied for some time by e
combination of political pressures, One of these 18 tlhe political in-
fluence of the parochialists who contend that if Federsl ald 1le granted
it ghould provide for all schools, public and private,

If there ig any one social institution which has made the United
States the envy of foreign peoples it hag undoubtedly been our free
public school syetsm. After the outlines of the ayetem had developed,
in connection with Northwest Ordinances and in the decades that




followed, it quiokly became a major asset in the new land of the free,
The booklets prepared for prospective immigrants told of the eduocation-
al opportunities not Just for the favored few but for all., They ex-
plained how the sixteenth section of the township was being set aside
6o the schools would glways be free.

The immigrant correspondence wag full of applauge for our publioc
geoular school gyetem-and many families came to get the benefits. ey
recognized that the churches provided “ne religious esducation needged -
and that between the two, the church >n one slde and the state sn the
other, a superior type of citlizen was being produced. o

Three thinge should be kept clearly in mind by tie pressent day
American public in this regard, Firet, the immigrant|parents of many
present day parochialists deliberately choee America jbecause of these
free inatitutions and thereby escaped from the old-world methods,

Second, the comparative advances made ‘by the nations that have
adopted the free inetitutione, as compared with those retalning the ola-
world patterns (like Italy, 8pain, and moet of the South American coun-
tries) makes a good evaluation of the eystems, It ip true that many
churches have been quite inadequate in their part of the program, but
such failuree ghould not be blamed on the public schools. It ls strange
indeed, that we should be agked to adopt the educational methods of the
old world just at the time when thope methode have produced such decay
in their native lands that the Communists are ready to take over 1n
geveral areas.

Third, while the operation of the public echool syetem was placed
in the hande of the etate governments the federal government made fin-
anclal provigiona through land grantes. More recently we have voted
federal ald for rosde, rellef, airporte, hospitals, and many other
things, but not for public achools, Could it be that we have beconme
lesa forward looking with the passing of the years?

* - L

The current legislative geesion 1s not alming to deal with the
problema of education in any maj)or way. Senator Hill's bill, et, al.,
to earmark oll revenueg from the outer ahelf beyond the tidelends for
"education? is meaningless for the present except as 1t may have polit=-
ical significance, The apongors have refuped to use the term “public
esducation® as belng too narrow to suit present purpoees.

Another minor educational proposal involveg the suggestion of fed-
eral ald for schools 1n communities where the actlons of the federal
government have created unupual situatione, e.g., near a defense plant.

Of larger significance for the future 1s H, R. 7601 which proposes
a serles of educatlional conferences, beginning with localitles, then
atates, and culminating in a ¥White House Conference. This last confer-
ence would bring the representatives together and utilize the data
collected in all the state conferences.

The originel bill proposed an appropriation of 1% million dollars
for the conferencee. The BHouse of Repreeentativee in passing the bill
on May 19 struck out the appropriaetion; the Senate version of the bill,
passed June 17, reptored it. Therefore, the blll must go to conference
before flnal action 1s& taken,




