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POSITIVE FREEDOM

In the Introductory interviews with the Joint Committee repre-
sentatives the writer expreased freely the conviction that freedom can
neither be understood nor practiced "negatively" in our modern world,
It muat be a positive quality of well integrated relationships. It
does not conslist of political instruments which limit government, nor
of gulfs between areas of operation, nor even of walls of separation,
to uge Bupreme Court language. Freedom is an atmosphere which ie the
product of wholegome community among people. In a congested world
like ours the abgence of guch community means the abgence of freedom,

From the above views 1t follows that the different kinds of free-
dom are inseparable. We cannot hope to retain religious freedom while
we forego intellectual or academic freedom, nor can we hope to retaln
any of these whlle we regiment the population by fear and coercion to
the acceptance of gome gystem of economic organization or pollitical
thought. Freedom mubt be seen ms8 s quallty of life, which expresses
attitudes toward other individuals, confidence and respect 1n the pres-
ence of cultural, political, economlc, and religious differences, With
the passing monthe and with additional study and obaervation these gen-
eralizatione are becoming more confirmed and more intense,

When seen from theee premisee our legal approaches to the preser-
vation of freedom constitute admigsions that thla quality of life 1e
or may be compromised, Our instruments of government should stand
ready to hold back the forcep of disorganizatlon as a stop-gap %0 glve
the congtructive epiritual forces opportunity to heal the ruptures and
tensions. In the last analyels pereonal and group relationshipe are
dependent on attitudes that arise out of the deptha of the lndividual
aoul and the relationshlp of that soul to his Creator,

It ahould be abundantly clear to ue who are of the Household of
Faith that legal reetraint 1s never the highest form of motivation in
human relations. The highest good with reference to people's relatlons
to liquor is not prohibltlion but an inetructed, alert, devoted people
who will not have the vile produ:t. The higheet good in race relatione
i1g not court decleglons but love, understanding, and concern for the
welfare of all our fellowmen which tranacends even our own tastes and
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economic interests. BSimilarly, the higheet in patriotlsm is not nativ.
ism, chsuvinism, or power politice, but such a vital relationship to
the King of Xinge that all men who are His subjects becoms our oompa-
triote. Such relstionships engender an atmosphere of true freedon,
for *agalnst esuch there i@ no law.® /

o
Obviously, 1f theee things are to be realitles tiey must flow froa
the spiritual springe of our civilization, Christlén 1living muet find
ite meaning and significance 1in proper rolatodnola|n- well as in proper
aloofnese. Here then ig the crux question in our present day oonfused
panicky search for freedom: How can the people of God gain such devo-
tion and maturity as to adequately meet the problems of cur age?

In the attempt to produce that kind of Christlans svery aspect of
our church program should contribute, Evangellism, instructlon, fel-
lowship, prayer, migsions and all the other activities should be car-
ried on with an awarenesss of pecple's needs and in a spirlt of humble
appraileal of our own performance, The church program that really pro-
duces Christians with New Tegtament commitment to ths lLord and eocio-
clvic effectivensse for our own day will not lack for members Or rec-
ognition in the community, and on that kind of foundation freedom will
become reamlity for people generally and not only for the fortunate few,

A NEGLECTED FUNCTION OF THE LOCAL CHURCH

One of the intriguing aspects of Christ'a 1life ia the closeness
of Hia assocliatlone with Hie followere. There resulted a similar
clossnens 1n their aggocliations with one ancther. On the road, in the |
boat, and gn the mountain there was abundant opportunity for group '
thinking, for mental interactlon, for give-and-take in dlscusslon. A
Christisn fellowship ie something blgger and nobler than an aggregatlon
of human beings, for in such fellowehip vieion 1e clarifiled, the soul ;|
is enlarged, consclence 18 cultivated, and courage for right growe,
When two or three gether in Hls name, He le present.

Thie sapect of the Christian experilence tende to drop out of pre-:
sent day life. Corporate worshlp does not glve 1t, and even the prayer
fellowahip rarely offers 1t., Yet if we are to have convictions which
are our own, not merely play-backs from gome gource, we need to compar:
notee with our brethren as we face up aseriously to very practlical quee-§
tione of right and wrong in our lives and in our relationshipe to the |
communlty and to the world. We need the help of dhere'! observatlions
and knowledge. We need their ideas in order to check our own ration-
alizing, wishful thinking, and self-justification.

An opinion, which 18 held on the basle of this brosder group in- |
formation and analyels and eought out in the light of the Revealed Word
of God, 18 likely to become a personal conviction with sufficient power]
to mold action and behavior,

Eccleslastical churchee assume that definitione of right and wrong)
must be handed down to the populace by authority of those who know,
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Qur Baptist polity lookse to the indlvidual, hls local sssociationpg
with believers, and to his etudy of the Bible for these definitions.
This, of course, does not deny the importance of conventlon resclu-
tions and gtetemente which call our attention to areas of 1ife which
need study and prayerful analysie.

Thie denomlnational eervant is 1dealiletic encugh to belleve that
1f we ae elghteen milllon twentleth century Baptists would glve our-
selves wholeheartedly to such ylelding of hearts and minds to the light
we have avallable ingour local fellowshlp and then exchange conclusions
between churchee and regions we could gailn a moet remarkable consensue,
a epirit of unity, and a devotion %o right which would make ug a power
in the land, Personal devotion, adequate information, careful and
prayerful group thinking are the main elements in the process by which
the *Lord leads Hla dear children along."

BAPTI3T VOTING POWER

We frequently remind oureelves that the slx conventions connected
with the Baptlst Joint Committee on Public Affairs have a membership
above elghteen million, Most of these are adulte and are therefore
potential voters, However, the number who mctually vote constitutes
the msasure of our voting power.

The eignificence of voting lies not only in the effect on the
election returns but aleo in the effect on the attitudee of the person
elected, The voters are the conatituency. Normally an office holder
feele that he ashould eerve first and foremoat those who elected him,
In other words, whenever s Baptiet falle to vote he thereby plays down
the natlional recognition of Baptist viewpolnts,

We Baptistls have Just reason to feel politicelly ignored in com-
parison with the conetant mttentlon being paid to some other elements
in our population who are nc more numeroup and gome who are far less
numerous. A large part of the explanation lles ln our own civie
lnactivity.

With another national midterm election Jjusat a few monthe away 1t
ie time to ask how many Baptists will participate? You can make a
good estimate for your own state on the basle of the number of Baptlets
in the state and the percentage of the potentlal voters who actually
voted in the last midterm election, The data below were complled and
publighed by the Congressional Quarterly January 29, 1954, and are
open knowledge to all on Capito% H111

(By "potential vote' 1s meant the number of citizens 0ld enough
to vote.)




3tate

Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgla
Idaho
Illinois
Indtana

Iowa

Kaneas
Kentucky
Louieiana
Maine
Maryland
Maesachugettis
Michigan
Minnesgotse
Misslealippl
Misgourl
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexlco
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio

Oklghoms
Oregon
Pennaylvania
Rhode Ieland
South Carovlina
South Dakecta
Tennessee
Texne

Utah

Vermont
Virginila
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsln
¥Wyoning

TCTAL

1950
Potential
Yote

1,749,000
L2 , 000
1,113,000
7,214,000
845,000
1,383,000
211,000
1,823,000
2,009,000
349,000
5,959,000
2,557,000
1,695,000
1,243,000
1,743,000
1,587,000
577,000
1,527,000
3,207,000
4,107,000
1,911,000
1,208,000
2,643,000
372,000
860,000
107,000
353,000
3,355,000
375,000
10,376,000
2,311,000
367,000
5,281,000
1,382,000
1,002,000
6,999,000
538,000
1,151,000
401,000
1,979,000
4,738,000
390,000
238,000
2,026,000
1,560,000
1,172,000
2,223,000

179,000

96,833,000

August 1934

Percent of Votesrs
¥Who Actually Yoted
in Election of Congressmen (House)
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