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RECHECKING THE MACHINE

During the gummer munth; when fasulty and etudente scatter to
all parts of the natlon a schi .. csupes to be a school and becomes
ingtead a sot of Areary bulidings. In the same wny when Congrese
adjourns Capitol HAll loees murh of 1te capitol quallty and becomes
& 8p% of bulldings neesding repaulr and paint, )

Between sessions, however, ¢ perhaps the most important time,
That 18 the time to reflect arc evaluate, to get facts, and to plan,

. Dr., K. €., Wu, who wag ~=-ertly expelled by Chiang Kal-shek from
the cabinest of the Ratlona!ist Party of the Chinese Republlc (now
Formoea), proposed a check !ls! some weeks ago by means of which to
chesk the governing gaahinery oY & democracy,

Dr. Wu wrote an opsn + 1 10 the National Assembly in which
he outlined what he considsvus %> bte Blx cardinal criteria of democ=-
racy., Hie list 18 worthy cr voe for the making of a eurvey of the
state of democracy anywhers, $r>luding our country. Dr, Wu bellevees
that these principles are nut "eirg reapected in formosa.

1, "In order to put ger.:.ne democracy Into practice we muet
have e leagt two major polity «. partles eo that the party in power
may be mindful of oriticiezs a the party in oppositlon may have
opportunities to advance 1%s vieas.®

Dr. Wu pointed out$ tha~ w = thers 1g only one party and that
party 1s centralized the dero. o !1° process comeg 10 a standetill,
He remindsd the Asgembly wr.? " .rzey, when sndeavoring to eetablleh
a demoocratic government, de ! swtely created two politlical partles,

When checked on thig [~' * Anerlcan democracy geeme pretty much
alive. The Republican part: .o ir pnwer during the past seasion,
controlling the adminigtrati~ . ard the leglslative commitiees, even
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though the voting margin wae slender, The Democrats 1n turn were
delivering very telling critiolsms on the Republlcan progrsn. They
pictured a "millionaire cabinet" as advancing a tax pollioy thet rer
lieved 1ndustry but not ordinary pesuvple., What looked like "leveling
off" to Republicans, looked llke depression to Demoorates. The Re-
publican wisdop in agricultural polivy seemed shortsightedngss to
the Democrmts. And so the battle of brains went on,

™e "two party system* ig one of long standing in the Anglo=-
Saxon pelitical tradition, ®Her Majesty'e loyal opposition® is the
British way of referring to the minority party. While parties have
no place in our written constitutlon, they have a large place 1n the
democratic procees. Attempts to questlon-the loyalty of the Demo-
crats boomeranged sc badly on Republican leaders that we have now
regained a wholesome live-and-let-live urderstanding between our
, partiesn,

The political party, nhowever, 1s highly flexible mnd changeable.
It 1s simply a contalner for publi: opinlon of a given kind.and a
meane toward its impplementation. What parties are depends on who 1s
in them, When they become bigotei, eelf cerntered, or corrupt they
are merely speaking for the people who are or should be in them.

The parties ars and must remuic financed by voluntary contributions,
Perhaps it would be well, however. if the public knew who the ocon-
tributors are.

2. "The marmed furces uwf a natlon shouid belong to the nation
s¢ that they will not be mede loyaml to only one party, or to only
one person thus creating forces for feudallew and poesible civil
strife,® says Dr, Wu.

The application of this principle means that there should be no
political propagarda or pregsure put upon the personnel of the armed
pervices; there ghould be no prererentlal political treatment; and
advancemsnts should be non~-partissn and based on merit, The capture
of the armed forcea by the ideas or leaders of one party will endan-
ger democraoy, and morale,

Again we can count oureelves fortunate ir ine U,8,A. Nelther
in ¥orld War I, nor in ¥World War 11, were the armed forces turned to
political purpcses. HRecently soue who are over anxious about thelr
povwer have suggested ldecingical screening for the personnel 1n our
forces, That would be a dangsrous precedent, What Committee Chalr-
man is wise enocugh to prescribe what 18 acceptable thinking? Fall-
ure to respect this long estahlisned principle.of democracy wouwld
rapldly give the armed forces the faeiing that they are being asked
to give time, effort, and even i1l1fe tn perve the politlcal purposes
of those in contrel, Dr, ¥Wu is right, demo®racy and nationsl secur-
. 1ty are both at stake on this principle,

3. The ascret pcilee misl e kept nan-partiean,
Unless the law enforciryg ow-gunizations are kept politically neu-

tral they will socon interfers 'n Tree wlections, maks 1llegal or
preferential arresta, they w!i. torture and blackmail, Very 1ittle
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of this goes a long way toward undoing the normal political process.
There werse not{ many prigoners in the Bagtille when the French revo=-
lution broke out,

On the large, law enforcing agencies ranging from the local up
to the F.B.I, have a pretty good record on this point in the United
States. Undoubtedly, 1t was aheer thoughtlessneas on Attorney Gem-
eral Brewnell'e part when he introduced J, Tdgar Hoover into a polit-

ical exchange. Public opinion was rigntly indignant and the mistake
ig not likely to recur.

In this connection 1t 1e alec sncouraging to hear both «rom
Prealdent Flpenhower and from the Attorney Jeneral that they are
awure thet Congressalonal Copmltieeg being political can not substi-
tute for s neutral law enforcing agency guch ae the F.B.I, in the
safeguarding of our internal security,

May tne Lord continue to deliver ue from a politically-minded
police force,

b, The individual's rights must be conetantly guaranteed,

T™4ie 1s intimately linked with the previous point, but the ab~-
sence of puch Zuaranteep markp the police slate, in which 1lnnocent
people are molested by personeg »ho have some kind of power, Liber-
ties of various kinds sre euppressed and the population regimented,

Maeh has been sald reeently sbout pubilic fears in the United
States, and the perloupnsses of the threats 1s not to be minimlzed,
The cause of rrgimentation must not be brushed aelde as a parsonal
program only, It 1s obvicusly a movement with objectives more defi-
nitely deflned than amounced, with contacts more far reaching than
appear, and witn reaourcep inat al'e more abundant than 1g wholegome,

Onr tradlitione ca ing for Talr p.ay for everyone, even eripi-
nale, involve thne 1llegal!lty of extendec imprigonment withodt a Judi-
¢lal aearing, t:.a rigut vo & fair Jury trial, the exclusion of tor-
ture, and svelf-incrindination we methode of getiing evidence, These
are distinctly wort, ceeping even 1f the, do result in migsing a
communiatl or two and in some Lulitical lnconverience for leaders
involved,

Recent monthg nave showt & healthy regurgence of public opinlen
ot thepe points whnisn, with continued vigilance, promises well for
American demscracy. The price nf freedom ls still eternal vigllance,

5, ™ie freadnp nt Lhe creap muat be rregerved,

Dr, Wu points oul thatl 2o« “ne Oninege government papere Have
beer. oraere1 to puepend put'! Tlon and reportera have been placed
in cunatedy Fo ntlely . sngtances ;ave nnt come to our atten-

tilon 4n tne Uninue Btates.

While onp woverrunente wotes well tne formal traditlon
of the fr-edan the pregp » ave developmenta in tnla area which
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need to be publicly understood. The agencies of public communication
have become big bupiness, and in many communitles one firm holde Al
most a communication monopoly. Consclidations, mergers, dleco u-
ance have all progressed rapldly to reduce the number of volcss oalle
Ang from the printing presses. Vith the reduction of n the
exercise of undue influence by large economlc, pollt, al, or relig-
loug powerp becomes a greater politlical danger. The freedom to get
all the facte and viewpoints is basic to the freedom to think for
onegelf. W¥hen prejudice mppears in the news 1t givuld be corrected,
and when gaps develop they should be filled, Public opinion should
remain critical! and alert, ready to express itself against communi-
catlon blapes. -

6. There gphould be an absence of ¥thought-control *

Dr., Wu gays thal the YAnti-Communist and Save-=the-Natlm Youth
Corps® of the Kuomintang was copled from the Hitler Youth and from
Compunigt Youth, YEver slnce the establlshment of the Youth Corps,
princlipals and superintendents of schools have been forced %to become
ite officers and the students 1te members, and persistent pressure
has been applled to the principals and superintendents to make ad-
Justmenta in the teaching staffe of the schools In order to regle
mentate the thoughts of the students all the more,®

At ihls pqint the American public aleov needs to be on guard,
There are numerous organli:zaticna under a wide varlety of names pro-
moted by men, and/or women, who are sure that their patriotism 1g of
a higher order than that of the people who have dedlcated thelr lives
to the educational welfare of American youth, These organizations
are bugy asking state leglselatures to preacribe what may be taught
and putting politlcal preesure on achool pereaonnel,

The orgenlzationg that are attacking rather tnan strengthening
the public schools, regimenting rather than cultivating the minde of
Youlh, thereby profese that baslcally they do not belleve in democ-
racy. For the pregervation of demoeracy "thougnt—control® must Dbe
reslgted whether 1t 18 offered on the anthority of the PTrue Patriot-
iem, the True Economic 8ygtem, or the Tre Relieion., Authorltarian-
l1em has never spelled out either freedom or democracy,

If Dr., Wu's check liet has any valldity, and it 1a probably aes
good as any proposed, we in America nave reaaont to both thank the
Lord for guarding us from oppresslon end also to be mindful of the
lmportance of what some Christiane call %only politics.® The machin-
ery of democracy hae no power in itself, the power must be supplled
by people.

Bhall we remind ourselves also that if the machinery for freedom
falla, 3% falle for all kinds of freedom including that of the soull




