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October 1954
SEPTEMBER MEETING

Tre Bapilan Jolnt Committee on Pubile Affalrs held its regular
fall meetlng st the Baptist Bullding, Weshlngton, D, C., on Segton—
ber 23 and 24, A two day meeting had been planned to give ample
time for ve-thlnklng the Coawitisel's pi-ogi-um and organization,

The geveral Bapiist conventione which are pregently actively
supporting the work of the Jolat Commlttes are shown below with a
lleting ¢f thelr delegaticna:

American Baptist Cunvention

H, R. Bovler V. Carney Hargroves gdward H, Pruden
Mre. John W, Bradbury Wm, B, Lipphard Culbert G. Rutenber
Theron Chastalrn Arthur H, Loferen John ¥, Thomaa
Donald B, Cloward - Hugh Q. Morton Edward B. Willingham
William F. Pavieon Reuben E,. Nelson Jesese R, Wilgon
Baptist Orneral! Conferense of Amerlca

Wllilism C, Tapper

Natioral Bervlsy Conventlon, U.8.A., Inc,

W. P, Hayes James L. Moore, Jr, M, M, Peace
Jornn H, Hesater C. T. Murray @3, E. Stevenaon

Norih American Baptlel General Confersnce

Frank H, Woyke

Soutnern beptlet Convention

Walie R. Alexander Ralpi. Gole Courte Redford
Wrlter Pope Blnne Baward H, CeGroot, Jr. Porter W, Routh
Ernesy F. Camndell Eidon W, Keen George W. Schroeder
J. Welier Catpenier Mra, George K, Martin J. W, Storer

Buker o, Cuutlhen A liler Jumes L. 3Sulllivan
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The annual Yearbook of Americen Cuurcihes 1s the Committee's
officlal basls for reporting membersnhips, tae 1955 editlon, Just
publighed, showe the following membersilp data for the Convonttgn‘
affiliated in the Joint Commlttee: ’_‘35//

Southern Baptist Conventlon ,883,7

National Baptlst Conventlon, U.35.A., Inc. é,526,8ﬁ7

National Baptlst Conventlon of Auwerica ,606,510

American Baptist Convention /1,557,816
Baptist General Conference of Americe 9,981

* North American Baptist General Conference bs.121
' Islss§l955

(The Yemrbook lists nineteen otre:r baptlat groups with a total
memberahip of I,320,630. In other worus, there are 17,990,613 Bap=-
tiste in all the Baptist fellowships #n the United States,)

Dr. Fdward B. Willingham, pastor of ihe National Baptist Memo-
rial Church, Washington, D, C., wse re-elected chairman of the Com-
mittee, with Dr, Walter Pope Blans, Presicent of Williem Jewsll
College, Liberty, Miesourl, as vice-cheirman, Dr. A. C. Miller,
Lxecutive Secretary of the Southern Brutist Jonventlon Christian
Life Commlgslon, continues to sarve ap secretary, while Mr, Edward
H. DeGroot, Jr. continues re treamsure=, Nr. Ralph Cole of Washing-
ton, D, C, was «£lected as aspistlant treapurer,

as ¢t of the Joint Cummittes provides for income
i from Sw aeveral pudgots,
The o g il o crmitaanabiy of Dy, st 7. Camp-
bell, projecs xpenditures for 1955 besed on the above antlioipated
incoms,

i In order to fecllitate objectivity and clarity in the Commit-

tee'p deliberations the Executive Directur'g report carrled with it
eonsiderables factual materiale. Included in the envelope were the
Convention articles wnich provide for t- e aclegations, and the Cone
stitution of the Committee which ie Lased on these articles, The
scope and purpoee of the Concittee 1g siown 1n the following para-
graph from the Constlitution:

"The purpoae of the Baptiat Joint Conmittee shall be
to act in the fleld of pudblic affeira wienever the interest
or righte of the cooperating Convenilone which constitute
$he Committes call for conferance or nezotlation with the
goverament of the United Stateg or with any other Govern-
ments, or whenever Baptist principles sre endangered through
legislative pction, or wien gny of tne cooperating Conven-
‘tions or any of thelr agencies may refer to the Joint Con-
ference Committee mny matter of common intereat or concern,
for discugsion and recommendation. The Baptist Joint Com-
pittee shall De empowered to enunciate, aefend, and commend
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the hletorlc, trediticnal Baptist principle of religious
freedom with particulay applicetis>n to the geparation of
churah and sgtate as smbodied in :le Congiltution of the
United States; Tv communlcste s 1 commend to the Pregldent,
Congreps, Courts and Depariment 2 ¢he Federal Government
auch decilarations se Baptiste frum time to time officially
adopt conesrning public matters; So make such contacts with
the varioug departments »f sny povernment as may be found
necsgeary or desirable in the leglitimate transaction of
legnl or other bumsiness between euch government and the de-~
nomination's agenoles or approved representatives; and to
inform %the Baptlst congtituencls$ of goveramental movements
and meamsures affecting principler neld esesentlal to true
relations between chursn and state mnd the right applica-
tion of Chrietisnity %o tne 147¢ ot “he Nation,®

Btudiles ware alpyo mude of the Regdtutions adopted by the South-
ern Baptlet Convention and by the Amertlcan Baptiet Conventlon sinece
1946, for comparimon with m echart sho%lng the Joint Committee's work
record for the same perivi, The exiracis #*ram the minutes of the
Committee, assembling the pollecy actluns, w2rs of apeclal interest
because they included tne ®Ten Yeur Progran?, asald to have been
drarted by Dr, Rufug Weaver, and adopted in 1945, Tt was an
expression of great vision,

&

COMMITIEE ACTIONS

Probably the nosd signirieant seviniy taken Ly tre Joint Commit-
tee at the resenl awebting wus contuilncd 41 Lre rollowing motion!

BYOTED: tu meesmeeand toa% Lhe Committee on Publile
Affalrs invite & representoulve nomnulitee, not exceeding
twelve 1n numbtar, uf Baptie” sheolaglais, New Testament
gcholars, church bLietorlans. wonla’ sclervists, and others,
to formulate a siatement of feripture’ teacning concerning
the reletlonship or cruseh ana ptuie and goclely, and to
gubmit susch stavement 1o toe Comtiitee o3 Publie Affalre
tor consideration.”

Thig aotlon was taken %5 rewponse Lo w Diventeorle deslire for
fgreater clarity with referancn 3w vhe pr.Alegophie first principles,
the ablding eternal tmta ihat nderglras our concera for matters
in the field of public effulrs.? 4 soecial comnitiee of flve wae
named to select the lurger drarting counlives fron citalde the mem-
bership of the Jolnt Commiitee &nd !o eugpervige thelir work., The
draft 18 to be putultted to tne Jolnt Tomulitiee Tor consideration,
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The diacusslon on thie philosophic need was sxpressive of a
deslre that together ms Baptlsts we ul'ht more clearly discern tha
meaning of 4w ~oTi tivee as qur aut ¢ -itative bmels for Christlaw
1lving in relationship to church, st * and soclety. e

The Committes also guve consideration to the curron;—otznéz;
being made toward the inclusion of ¥rcliglion' in the putillo¢school
curriculum. Tbhe discusslon brought out that the Bap¥list emphanis
hes baen on the new birth and the personal acceptance of palvation,
Hence, "learning religlon* has never been part of oq; concern, Fur-
thermore, the teaching of rellgion hap never seemed an appropriate
notivity for e state sgency such ag the public school, The Execu-
vive Director wag lnetructed to contlinue his study of the movement
and the lemsues Anvolved,

Conelderabla thovwght was glven to the problem of how beet to
ahare 3nformation with the large membership of our total Baptist ocon-
stituency. 9ince effective Informed Purticipation by our peopls in
tze total public 11fe of ine natlon is the best assurance that our
Baptist viewpcinds will be regpected, we nust seek the widest possi~
ble dletrltution end discuesion of factual materials needed, In re-
gpoase to the Llrecior's request for a clear lntegration of the
channels o?f eomuunlcation, the Joint Committee went on record &s
recommending the ovrganization of committees, commigsions, or coun-
¢ilp on the part o ithose Conventionsg'which do not now have such
eetailianed cnuswnels., It wus also ddtided to try to work more
clogely with the Baptist prees, including state and convention-
wide publica%tlons, Further study will undoubtedly be given to
tals problam i future paetlinga,

The m2e%ing heard 1% *nterest the reports regarding the clos-
ing of a Baptlsti cnu~-~h ln Madrid, Spain by officers of the law,
Dr, Bakex J, Canthen, Erecutive Svore®ary of the Southern Baptist
Conventisn Foreilga Misslon Board, and the Executive Director of the
Wasnington o fice tepurted tnat negotimtions are currently in preo-
Zreaa through the Spanish Embassy in Washington simed to seoure the
reopening of the churca,

The Jolnt Comrmittee nles reviewed developments to date with
reference to universa! miiltary traeinfng, as a possible regult of
the new wanpovwer prop.ealsg whlch ure being prepared for the next

grege. The Eiscutive Dipactor was lastructed to keep the mem-
8 uf ine Somcltisc apprissd of furtaer usvelopmenta,

. A pegpuzs ¢ prapntsy aid eouauience wag sent to Mrs, G, A.
:ﬁaﬁic:. whoes msbard psssed awey since the last meeting of the

senmrities, The Bev, (G, A, Cravley was a member of the Committee
rery» «3:nting tle Natiansnl Baptlst Corm¥ention, U.8.A,, Inc,




