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CONGRESSIONAL INTERESTS

In the opening weeke of this rirst session of the 8ith Congress, a
nugber of bills have been introduced on 1ssues that areof vrital interest
to Baptiste.

In our December issue we summarigsd bDriefly ths major proposals
which had besn made to that time for new manpovwer legislation. During
the rirst week Congrees was in session, bills were Iintroduced in bvoth
Senate and Houee to set up an expanded regerve program and to provide for
a National Security Training Corps. Ina meesage to the Congress on Jan-
uary 1l3th President Blsenhower ocutlined his proposals for a four-year ex-
tension of the present Y%elactive Service law and the establishment of a
new National Raserve Plan, Legislaticn propoeed dy the Administration
to implement the President's program has been presented in the form of
two separate bille, one to extend the Selective Service law, and one to
establish e reserve pyetenm,

Hearinge on the extension of 3elective Service began Fsbruary lst
before the House Armed Servicee Committee, of which Representative Carl
Vinson of Georgla ie chairman. FHearingson the reserve plan will be held
soon. The chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee le Senator
Richard B. Rueesll of Georgla; hearings before thle committee have not
been gcheauled as yet.

Bille have been presented in both House and sodnate ‘I:odpr'ovrmrel r;d-
eral aid for construction of public slementary and gscondary sohooigs.
Hearinge are already under way tefore the Benate Labor and FuEI*c Welfare
Committes.

Time ie an important slement in this problem which becomes lncress-
ingly scute each year. According to the best estimetes made Dby ths De-
partment of Health, Education and Welfare, the nation now has 9u41, 000
classrooms, of which 225,000 are ilnadequate or obeolete because of fire
hazards, eanitetion, and other factors. By the school year of 1959-60,
in order to take care of pupil population alresdy born, we need to build
577,000 new elasgrooms, In other words, thlis means that DYy i959-60 we
need a total of aporoximately 1,300,000 classroome to provide for chil-
dren that have been born, putting 30 children in esch room. In financial
terms, it 18 estimated conservatively that achool conetruction naeds
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amount to four billion dollars a year for the next five years, and some-
what leses thereafter,
% !

We can expect pressure from the advocates of perochial education
either to block the proposals for federal ald or to remove Mting
phrase *public schools.* As Baptists, we have been strong tars of
the public school eystem. Thie is a etrategic time to oxpress our con-
victione and the moat effective way of doing so 18 by lndividually writ-
ten letters or telegrame to influential memberse of the |Congress. Senator
Lister H1ll of Alabama is chalrman of the Labor and Puhlic Welfars Com-
pittes of the Senate; Representative Graham A. Barden ‘of North Carolim
ie cheairman of the House Education and Labor Committee.

THE BINGO CAMPAIGN

With the coming of the new year and new leglslative eseslions in many
states, attempts are being renewed to legalize bingo for religloue and
cheritable purposes. The following peragraphe do not portray the complete
picture, but represent just a sampling of the movementa under way,

In Ohio two legislative efforts to legallze charity bingo falled in
the last General Asasembly two years ago., A resolution introduced in the
House in the current session proposes a constitutional amendment to le-
galize bingo for religlous, charitable and fraternal groups, stipulating
that *no part of the gross proceede of bingo games inure to the benefit
of any person or any organization other than the charity, fraternity, or
religious groups ostensibly to be bsnefited by the conduct thersof.?
Before the present law banning lotteries can be changed, the reeclution
nmugt be passed by three-fifths majorities in both House and 3Ssnate, and
then be voted upon by the people of the state in November.

In the state of New York, former Governor Dewey opposed the legalil-
zatlon of bingo and in 1643 vetoed a bill which would have legalized 1t
on a local option beaesls, Barly in 1954, eighteen hbille designed to le-
gelize bingo games for non-profit groupe were killed in committee in the
state legislature. However, both Democratic and Republican candidates
for the governorship in 195!1 included in their platforms planke favoring
a referendum on the iessue. In his January Sth mesgage %o the Jjoint ees-
.8ion of the legislature, Governor Averell Harriman recommendsd that the
state constitution be amended to legalize bingo gamee conducted by re-
liglous, charitable and other worthy groups. Ae legalization by coneti-
tutional amendment 1s & three-year procees, he alsc recommended that
meanwhile legislation should be enacted to remove criminal penalties &0
these groups could begin conducting the games se soon as poesible,

In this connection, it 1s interesting to note the estimate that
£€25,000,000 1s taken in annuslly from binge games in New York state,
about $18,000,000 of this in the city of New York. Yet, New York etate
law at the present time prohibits bingo.

A bill has been introduced in the Indlana General Assembly that
would legalize bingo, providing the prizes were not paid in cagh, Also
before the General Assembly 1s another bill introduced by Thomas C. Has-
brook, a Pressbyterian lay leader, that would strengthen the present anti-
gambling law. A eimilar b1l1l introduced by Mr. Hasbrook was passed by
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the 1953 Assenmbly, but with a Senate amendment exempting churches and
fraternal orgenizations from the provisions, This msasure was later de-
clared unconstitutional by the Indlana Supreme Court on ths grounds that

axsoption of churches and 1lodges made it f"clage legisletion in the
higheet degree,"

During thes 1954 session of the Michigan legislature, a resolution to
permit voters to decide ona proposed constitutional amendment legalizing
charity bingo wapg sldetracked in ths 3snate. The chief backer of the
nmeesure, the Michigan Assoclation of Non-Profit Organizatione, was suc-
ceseful 1na drive to escure the 286,000 signatures of voters required to
put the 1ssue on the bsllot for the November elections. In the weeks
preceding the election, Protestant minleters throughout Michigan worked
vallantly to mrouss interest among their constituencies. Political ob-
gervers gave credit for defsat of the proposal to the gtrong campaign
conducted by the Detroit and the Michigan Councilsof Churches. Howaver,
the measure was defeated by a narrow margin, and there are indications
that the backerse of it may try to push it through in the 1956 elsctions,

In eachof the states where sttempts are being made to legalize dbingo
by nsens of logislation or constitutional amendment, Protestant leaders
are waging a battls against such nmeasures, The New York State Council
of Churches has set ag a prime objective for 1955 the marshalling of
Protestant churchee into a "vigorous, coherent force to stop the lsgall-
zation of gambling in any eheep's clothing gulse." The general secretary
of the council, Xenneth A. Roedarmel, 18 quoted in The Chriletian Century
88 saying:

*We must reject as undemocratic and 1immorsl the implication
that e form of gambling which would continue $to be prohibited to the
general public sa wrong and antisocial is right and proper when con-
ducted by our churches and by moral leaders in our ascclety. Legal-
12ed bingo 1s but another step in the breakdown of legal rules which
are bagsd on the underatanding of right fropm wrong. There ile no
difference betwsen & bet on a bingo card and & bet on a roulette
wheel. The same professionales run both, the pay-off to the bouse
ie the same, the price for exclusive territories to political or
law-enforcement agencles le the same, snd the disastrous effecte on
the gambler who cannct sfford to lose are ldentical.®

Jewish leadere have alsc expressed oppoeition to the proposed mea-
sures, Members of the Assoclation of Reformed Rabbis of Kew York and
Vicinity recently adopted a resclution disapproving legalization of binge
snd other gsmes of chance "in religious inetitutione.’

Vice-Chancellor Donellen of the archdiocese of New York was asked
by The Christisn Century to comment on the Cathollic viewpoint toward the
proposed leglslation, He stated that the Roman Cetholic Church had
‘nothing to say' about 1t, for, "It isn't a moral issus for ue eince we
don't believe gambling in 1teelf 18 a moral evil.'

Legalization of binge gemee held for humanitarien purposees wasg fa-
vored in an article sntitled *Bingo, Morality and the Criminal Law,®
which appeared recently in The Catholic Lawyer, a magazrine published by
the 8t., Thomes More Ingtitute for Legal Research of St, John's University
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School of Law, The article wae written by Prof. Frederick Ludwig of
lav school and the Kev. Dominie Rughes, O.P., of the university's gradn:z
achool. Concerning thls article, Religious News Service sald, in part:

"Generally, 'thoy gaid; churches, religious organizations, Jadu.
cational institutions, official velunteer fire, first aid n;f,ﬁuu
squads, and charitable, fraternal, service and civie orga sationp
cught to be allowed to operate controlled bingo, 1}9&5 and eimilgr

ganss, [
"But dice, roulette or slot machines and likA apparatus should

be excluded from any authorizing legislation, thep sdded.®

"Any evil in gambling, they said, muet 'lie solely in the riske
ing of money on the outcome of the game,' But they added thet they
could not see that the wager itself was evil. "

farguing that legalization would aid private bumanitarian eas
terprige, they said such onterg:in wag 'often totally dependent on
an individusl generoeity that has been shrinking not beocsuse of nig-
gardly parsimony eo much as frugality forced by rising living costs
and income taxes.'

*Summing up their case, the writers contended thet through the
flexible regulatibn of bingo, rather than its complete prohibitiom,
'the interests of morality, public order, public revenue and social
works are all sesrved,!'"

Presenting another eide of thie picture, when the state police su-
perintendent of Loulsisna took the position in 1953 that charity binge
and other gaming devices were prohibited by the anti-gambling laws of the
state, Archbishop Joseph F. Rummel ordered bingo snd other games of chance
Pabsolutely dlscontinued® in Roman Catholie churches of the archdiocess
of New Orleans. Rsligious News Service quoted the Archbishop as esaying
in his pastoral letfer on the subJect thet Catholice should be ftrained
to recognize Church support as a direct responsidbility and not as a by-
product from a certain amount of pleasure and social relaxation,”

~ The position of many Protestants on the question of legalilzation of
bingo for churchee and charitable purposes was summarized well ina state-
ment pade by Protestant Eplscopal Biehop Horace ¥W. B, Donegan of New York,
Quoting once more from Religious News Service:

®iThe Chureh,' he sald, 'has no dusineses eeeking a special
privilege to promote gamdling, and the state has no business, under
our doctrine of geparation of Church and State, offering to the
Church a special exemption from moral restrictions imposed on the
citizens generally,’

The bishop declared that 'regardless of what the consclence
of some other Churches may dictats in this matter, the 1ong-.tandin§
pollicy in this dlocese of the Bplecopal Church will remain unchanged.

., "'We will not eanction the use of bingo or any other gambling
devices by our parishes,' he esald. 'We will continue to raise our
support in one way only, through the practice of Christian steward-
ship, through gifts and offeringe and through the work, sacrifice
and generceity of our peoples.'

*'0niy #o0 can the Church malntain ite moral leadership.‘'®




