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Merch 1955

THE SPRING MEETING

The committees from the several coopersting conventione that
constltute the Beptlet Joint Committee on Public Affeirs met for
;h;igispring meating in VWashington Merch ?thend 8th st the Beptiet

u ng,

A high point ¢of interest in the agenda of the meeting was o
report froma speciel study conmittee on the philosophic and Bibli-
cal besla of our concern, presented by Dr, Sydnor L. Stesley, Pres-
ldent of Bouthesstern Baptist Theologlcal Seminary, Wake Forest,
North Caroclina. Dr, 8tealey reported that representatives of five
Baptist conventions had spent seversl daye in workshop conference
on metters of church, state end soclety in the light of Biblicel
terching. Those perticipeting in the workehop conference were the
following:

Dr. Curtis B. Akenson, First Baptist Church, Minneepolie,
Minnesote

Dr., C. Emanuel Carlson, ¥Washington, D. C.

Dr, Winthrop 9. Hudeon, Colgaste-Rocheeter Divinity School,
Rochester, New York

Dr. George A. Lang, North American Baptiet Seminary, Sloux
Falls, South Dakota

Dr. David O. Moberg, Bethel College, 3t. Paul, Minnesote

Dr. William A. Mueller, Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, Loulsville, Kentucky {proxy for Dr. Duke McCall
end for Dr, Dale Moody)

Rev. W. Hubert Porter, Firet Beptist Church, Neshua, New
Hampshire

Dr. Samuel Proctor, Virginia Union Univereity, Richmond,
Virginie

Dr. Sydnor L. Stesley, Southeastern Baptlet Theological
Seminsry, Wake Forest, North Carolina

Miss Blanche 3. White, Richmond, Virginia
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Dr. Stealey reported that the broad rield of discussion hed
been divided in%o four genersl aress of study, each of which wee
assigned to a sub-committee, These sub-comnililees are now et work
doing resesrch and preparing first drefte which will be shared with
the other sub-committees.

Acting on a report from the Committee on Domestic Situatidns,
presented by br. Donald B, Cloward of New York, the Co
on record es follows:

¥e believe the manpower legislation now unifisr consid-
eration conetitutes-a further step tovard pepmanent unl-
versal peacetime conscription against which -our eeveral
conventions have repeatedly voiced oprosition. We, there-
fore, oppose this proposal and instruct our Director to
draft a suitable gtatement to be presented at the Congres-
sionel hearings on the menpower bill now before the
Congress.

The Committee on World Issussg, reporting throughDr. Willias B.
Lipphard of Nev York, sxpressed concern over the limited achileve-
ments of the Refugee Relief Act. On the subject the adopled report
salad:

¥e commend egein the concern manifegted by the Baptist
¥orld Alliance through its World Rellef Committee, by the
Netional Council of Churches through ite Church World Serv-
ice sgengy, and by all other organizations sponeored by
the Christian churches, in the plight of the world's ref-
ugees, and the work that these agencies have done in seek-
ing to solve this grest humenitarian problem. We continue
to deplore the limited achlevements thua far reported,
whether through minor faults or serious defects in the
R;rugoo Relisf Act, or through inefficient administration
of the Act.

The World Issues report aleo commended the President for hils
handlingof the ever pressnt issue of war and peace. The statement
sdopted by the Joint Committee read ss followe:

This Joint Committee hae repeatedly expressed ite
concern over the sver preeemt 1ssue of wer end peaced and
the mounting international teneione that now plague our
world, We therefore expreee again our commendstion that
the President hes reaffirmed confidence in and support of
the United Nations as the only existing organized hope
for world peace, and we exprees our gratificetion that
. 4n spite of the existing tensions, by e policy of modera-
tion and of eteadfeet refusel to emberk on unilsteral ac-
tion, he hae succeeded in preserving peaceful relesticne

- with all the nations of the world,

The Commjttes noted the absence of one of ite membere, Dr. W, R.
Alexander of the Southern Baptist Convention, who passed away re-
cently. An expression of eympathy was voted to Mrs. Alexander.
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BDUCATION ABOVE PARTY INTRRESTS

One of the most effective and forthright voices being raised
in behalf of the Amsricen public schools i1s that of Nrs. Agnes
Neyer, the wife of the pudlisher of the Washington Post end Times
Hersld. Through the columns of the paper, from the platform, and
through verious orgsnigzetions, she 1is sctively seeking to stir up

an understanding and appreciation .of this t 1y Ameri
hetitubion, PP ypicelly American

In a March 9th editorial in The Christien Century, the editor
chose to foreword his srticle by the Tollowing statement from the

¥Washington Post:

"It can be sald with certeinty thet the character of
the country will be shaped by the quality of educatlon,
If (children) are intellectually undernourished, America
will lose 1tsposition of leadership in world affsire--
wlll lose, indeed, the attributes of energy and under-
standing, of inventivenesas and technical know-how, of eelf-
relisnce and self-control, which have been the Aynamism of
its greatness. A self-governing soclety 1s directly
depsndent upon an educated citizenry.®

After reviewing the current situation with thousands of chll-
dren on double or triple shifts, ths over-burdensd teschers and the
teacher shortage, thousandsof classes mesting in barrecke, church-
os, gareges, and other rented buildings, the editorial said: 'In
many plsces in their own country American children are treated
worse than some other countries treat refugees I'rom outside their
borders®, and then presented the estimetes for the future and the
costs that are involved,

The financlel possibilities are well presented in a report,
*Financing Publioc Bducstion in the Decade Ahead’, recently published
by the National Citizene Commission for the Public Schools, Thise
highly responeible group of Amesrican civic leaders have eought to
answer the question whetherornot we cen afford the educational
progrem that 1e needsd to teke care of the oncoming generetion.
This booklet should have wide circuletion end careful study by lead-
ers in all walke of life.

In the main, the report concludes:

*In the decade shesd, in the sbeence of war or other
unforegean natural disesters, the Unlted 3tetes will have
8 grestly expendsd volume of income avallable for coneump-
tion, investment and savinge, Educetion needs will grow,
but relestive to the growth of nationsl income the amount
involved will not be unmsnagesble. The money requirements
can be rinsnced by ellocating to public education s emall
percentege.of the increese in netionel income snd produc-
tivity. The finencing problem ie a problem of pollcey,
not of resources; the problem is to select the best hasis
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on which to meke e smell portion of the increesed national
production enéd incone available for education.®

The report 18 ervellable from the National Citizens Commission
for the Public Sckoole, 2 West L5th Street, New York 36, Novy.

The legislative hopper in Congrese st present contains s num-
ber of suggestione regerding the policles to be rollonLi_r;/tacing
up to these neede, Among the major ouestions that heve to de set-
tled sre the following:

1. Shall we meet the need by federal grante tp the states?
Irf so, can thisbe done while retesining the etate con-
trol over educetion which ie envisioned by our division
of powers between state epnd federal constitutlons?

¥ill we adecustely meet the needs of the schools by
meking loans avallsble from federel funde, thus giv-
ing school bonds a guaranteed markett If this ie
done, will the burden be equitably distributed across
the nation?

3. W¥hich political perty shell recelve credit for having
sponecored the leglsletion?

If we step back from the current entanglement of legislative
proposels and seek to discern the principles thet seem to be neces-
eitated by Chrietian motivation, I belleve most of ue will be asgreed
on the following:

1. Politicel sdventage for a party, financilal advantage
for the firmg thet desl in bonds, or the Ainterests
that are slded by ignorance, should not be permitted
to thwart our nation's effort to properly care for
the oncoming generation, Chrietisn motivation leaves
no place for self-advantsge at the expense of the
young,

Throughout our nsationel hietory the education of the
children hes been viewed ap the proper function of the
eesoclsted cltizens in a given community. This prin-
c¢iple has large values to the children, to the eiti-
zéns, end to the community. It need not, however, be
disrupted sven though the supporting tax dasge is shift-
ed 1n part from locel real estate to the earning power
of the neation,

Much more than money will be needed %o do the Job that
1e ahead. A prayerful cohcern should be cultivated
in our churches for community cooperation and appre-
ciation of the values involved, foran adecuate supply
of teachers with the right attitudes snd” the right

training, and for the wholeheerted moral and spiritual
support of the homes,




