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April 1955
NEW TRENDS IN LOBBYING

In l{ite of the many things that are said (good and bad) during and
between election campalgns, the people who run cur governaent are rather
normal Americans, They have i1deals and moral convictions. Many have
spiritual insighte and a high personal commitment. They also have limi-
tations in time, energy, knowledge, snd wisdom, limitatlions which are
cloeely akin to those experienced by the reet of ue. They wish to serve
America well, some of them want to serve the Lord, and they want to do
it by keeping their own position and by extending the influence of thelr
party.

This kind of sympathetlc understanding and confidence is basic to
the effective working of democracy. The idea that you cannot trust pec-
ple in government has, unfortunately, become the chief stock in trade for
a number of persons and interests who thus serve their own advantage.
This general attitude hee been further fomented by the pressure devices
which some groups and some business interests have developed for influ-
encing legislation directly at the congressional level. Disapproval of
such preseure devices doss not, of course, exclude the need for making
as much factual material eaelly avallable as 1is poesible, to the people
and to the legislatora,

In a Congressional %ua.rtorlz survey of lobbying published laet week,
there ie some evidence tha ® above gltuation is improving, The em-
phasis seems to be shifting from the "personal contactas® approach to the
‘grassroots information® method, Even manyof the economic intereets are
exerting thempelves to inform the voters "back home® and 8o let the nor-
mal democratic pressure work up to Congrees. As part of this shift many
lobbying organizations are reporting lower expenditures for lobbying, the
Supreme Court having defined lobbying as consieting of direct contacts.
Obviously this does not mean that Washington activity has subgided.

Howsver, many of the mogt effective "lobbies! work predominantly
through their local units, "Know your Cohgressman,® fget your Congr?u-
man to meet with your group,® "explain your needs and viewpointe,*® let
him know that you are politically active' are sample gems of advice that
go out through many trade channels from Washington offices., Some reli-
glous groups also have effective graep and organization along these lines.
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If the ethios Uf & group were to permit the use of such organimations

for vituperation or jrrational mass action, demooracy would, of course,
be ondangersd at the 'fraurootu' level, also. Once agaln we are Torced
to the obgervation that the strength of our nation lies in her p;?—-:
n all

thinking, informed, eolid population that has high principles
gself-respect. Toward such clvie compatence in the total popula
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churches should fesl obligated to contribute.

. . - U‘I
EDUCATIONAL PRINCIPLES ARE WORLD I83

The recent disturbances in Belgium indicate that the seducational
lgguee 80 famillar to the American public are really world lesues, The
gtories of the riote were quite adequately carried in print and pictures
by the public press in msny communitiee. The Roman Catholic journal
America put it this way editorlslly:

*AB in countlese other countries, including our own, the
school question is crucial for Catholics in several Western Buro-
pean countries at the present hour. Up to & fortnight ago, how-
ever, feelinge have not taken the extreme form that Brussels
witneesed on March 28, On that date the Belgian capital waps the
scene of a mass Catholic protest against the Government's proposed
educational reform law. Despite the mayor's ban and despite de-
liberate curtallment of transportation, an estimated 60,000 denm-
ongtrators thronged into the city. The proteete were the culml-
nation of a four-weeks' serles organized by the Cathollic Committee
for Freedom and Democracy. The Brusgels climax wae led by the
Pregident of the Christisn Social party and by the head of the
Confederation of Chriatien Trade Unions. Though punctuated by
arreete and relatively minor violence, the demonatration wee
termed a euccess by 1te organizers.®

Later 1n the same editorisl it 1e recognized that, "Thelir own par-
tlcular way of protesting Dby maes demonetrations may seem strange and
perhaps even raprehensible to many Americaens.®

Some Background. In Belglum, Roman Catholice had been in political
control Tor decadee up until last year. During that time Catholic schools
were expanded systematically, but State schools were not given an equal
chance, with the result that about 934,000 of Belgium's 1,600,000 school
children are in Roman Catholic echoole. In the words of one leader in
the present government, "The coffere of the State were at the dlsposal
of the religlous echools without end and often without control,®

When the new government announced plane laet November to cut state
subsidiee for church echoole in 1955, the Minieter of Education, Leo
Collard, saild the move was being made to ®"safeguard the economic and
Boclal poseibilities of the future." He criticilzed the Christian Soclsl
(Catholic) Party, predecessor of the present government, for allegedly
having ralaed pubsldies to too high a level. "Cathollc schooling has
become a fact in Belgium,® he said. *It 1e my belief that both forme of

education (Catholic and State) can live aide by e1de. But all le s
question of messure of limit."
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Despite vigorous protests, which included a one-day strike on Nov-
epber 24 by Catholio schools, with Catholic teachers in Btate schools
Joining the walkout, and demonstrations staged in eight citles by Chris-
tian Social Party members, the Belgian Parlissent voted on December 22
to "%““ subsidles for the payment of salaries to teachers in religious
sochoole,

Several other bills are pending which would reorganize the country's
educational set-up. Some would increase State control over the "free®
schools, operated by various religious organizations, most of them Roman
Catholic., Under one provision, the Church schools would have to follow
curricula and programs set up by the government for public schools, in-
cluding the use of officially-approved textbooks, irf they wanted to
benefit by State subsidies.

Others of the proposed meagures favor sxpanalon of the 3tate schools
and would reduce Church influence in them. Among the measures that have
been most etrongly opposed by Roman Catholic leaders are those that would
affect teacher-training and recruitment. Direoctors and head-teachers of
State schools are appointed locally by the municipal councils; where a
council has a Catholic majority, these poats are usually given to grad-
uates of Catholic teachers' tralning colleges, A pending bill would
require that directors of B8tate eschools be graduates of 3tate teachers'
colleges. Since most Catholics planning to be teachers go to Catholic
teachers! colleges, the proposed change would affect an jmportant area
of Church influence in the 3tate schools,

In & jJoilnt statement the HRoman Catholic bishops of Belglum charged
that the government program was "nothing else but a mesns to fight the
Roman Catholic schools.’ They said, "On the ene eide 1t 1is spparently
inepired by a spirit of malevolence and of mistrust toward the Roman
Catholic educational institutions which one wants to hinder and paralyze;
on the other eide it shows the unvoiced intention to assure not only the
strengthening of neutral 'educstion but even an unacceptable domination
thereof." The bishops aleo declared that the proposals were inspired by
‘narrow-minded sectarisnism® end put *freedom of conscience in danger.*

The government, in reply, denied any attempt to force religioue
achooling into the background, dbut said 1t was seeking to expand the
syatem of State schools for the vast number of Belgians who, for reasons
of conscience, d1d not desire religlous education for their children,
In & large number of cases they have no cholce at present for many local-
ities have only Roman Catholic echools.

what Happened. Despite government precautions to prevent Cathollce
from ma@elng 1In Brussels, the demonetrators turned out as echeduled;
estimetes of the total number varied from 60,000 to 150,000, The down-
town area was virtually paralyzed from noon until about L+CO P.M,

Reporte of those injured ranged from 40 to more than 100; it wae
thought asome d1d not sesk treatment becauee they feared arrest, Officiala
reported 614 persona arreeted, but most of them were relesged during the
avening,

Moet of the violence was confined to the fringesof the crowd, where
marchers, many of them students, scuffled with police. At some pointe
police uped truncheons and the flat eldee of their eabers to drive the
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demonstrators back. FPire hoses were turned on the ocrowd at lems¥ twies,
but police relied mainly on mounted pilitia and arsored trucks to holy
their lines,

In mid-afternoon Theodore Lefevre, president of the Christian Social
(Catholic) Party, went to the wvarious concentration points and tolg/u-.
marchers the demonstration wasover. FRe sald their efforts had been guc-
cessful and asked them to dlsperse quletly and go home. He p:o nud the

battle againet the government's aschool poliey would t’/co
Parliament. /

ued in

Slgn’lcanoo. Obviously these incidents have & whd wide signiri-
cance, ey demonstrate that the American political scene 1s not insu-
lated from the rest of the world, dbut that we deal in the same issues,
America 1s no longer a world unto herself, and, of course, she never was,

A Christian Science Monitor editorial looked upon these events as
an "object 1ésson¥ for the American pudblic, concluding:

SIf this 18 the kind of presaure encountered when a peo-
ple's elected representatives conclude sudsidles have gone too
far, can 1t be wondered at that American non-Catholics balk at

opening the door at all to a breakdown of the conatitutional
separation of church and statet®

THE NEEDS OF ASIA

On Aprll 6, 1955 Religious News Service carried e noteworthy state-
ment by Dr. J. ¥Winston Crawley, Secretary for the Orient of the Southern

Baptist Foreign Miselon Board, who has just returned from a tour of mis-
sion flelds in that area,

According to him, America's concern over Communism in Asla rather
than for the people involved is not helping the West's position in the
Fer East. ‘®Above sall, they would want the other pecple of the world to

be concerned for them as people and not just as poseible allies againgt
an enemy."®

“Most Aslans feel America is concerned with the Communist angle,*
he 8ald, "and not really concerned with helping the people of Asia to

have a better 1ife. what is happening in Asia is baeically like what
heppened in the United States during the Revolution,®

'They want everything in the four freedoms, spiritual freedom a4
woell as material., They want medical service, a better diet, clothing,
shelter and educstion., I think our nation ought to do everything poesi-
ble to make it clear we sympathize with); the people of Asia. We should

nake 1t absolutely clear that we are on the side of those peocple who
want a better life.,®

Pr. Crawley sald hies main concern ®is that the freedom they have
gained requires moral and spiritual maturity and integrity. I feel moral

and spiritual values are more important than economie and material
regources.”
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