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October 1955
FALL MBEETING OF THE JOINT COMKITTER

The regular fall meeting of the Baptlst Joint Committee on Public
Affairs was hsld in vashington, October 11, 1955. The following mem-
bers of the Southern Baptist Convention Committee were preeent:

Walter Pope Binng Bldaon W. Koch

E. F. Campbell A. C. Miller

J. Walter Cerpenter R. Alton Reed
Ralph Cole Porter W. Routh
E. H. DeGroot, Jr. Jemes L. Sullivan

Expressions of regret at being unable to attend were reported from
Dr. C. C. Warren, Dr, Baker J. Cauthen, Mre. George R. Martin,
Dr., Courts Redford, and Mr, George W. Schroeder.

From the American DBaptiet Convention Committes these were in
attendance:

BE. R. Bowler ¥. Hubert Porter
Mre. John W, Bradbury Culbert G. Rutenber
Donald B. Cloward John W, Thomas
¥Williem B. Lipphard Mre. Carl Tiller
Hugh Q. Morton Bdward B, Willingham

Expreesione of regret were reported from Mr. Frank A, Nelegon,
Dr. Reuben E. Nelson, Dr. Theron Chastein, and Dr., 8. A. Fridell,

The Natlonal Baptiet Convention, U,8.A., Incorporated, was repre-
sented by:

John H. Heater Jamee L. Moore
The North American Baptiet Genersl Conference by:
Frank H., WoYyke
The Baptiet General Conference of Americe by:

willisam C. Tapper
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The election of officers returned the following to office for a
one year ternm: .

Chelrman Bdward B, ¥Willingham
Vicoe-chalirman , Walter Pope Blnne
Secretary A. C. Miller /

Tressurer B. H. DeGroot, Jr.
Assiptant Treasursr Ralph Cole

A dudget of #26,400 was approved for 1956, and requo{(v;o ap-
proved to the several cooperating conventions totaling 825,400 for the
year 1957. A $3,000 reserve was voted from the current bank balance.

In accordance with action taken at the March 1955 wmeeting, the
Joint Committee gave careful etudy to the reylew and revision of 1ts
own Conatitution. A free and thorough diecussion of the Constitution
revealsd remarkabls unanimity smong the members of the Joint Committee
as to scope and purpoee, as well as desirable patterns of organization
and work. The revised instrument will find ite way through the proper
channels to the several cooperating conventions for approval.

The epeciaml committee, appointed for the purpoge, reported that
the plans, previously approved, to ehare with the family in the hanging
of a portrait of Dr. Joseph X, Dawson in the Joint Committee's office,
are nearing completion. An unveiling ceremony 1s being planned for
March 1556, at which time 1t ie hoped that Dr., Dawson can be present,

The Director's report reviewed the sctivities of the office during
the past several morths and looked toward an increasing clarity and ef-
fectivenees of our Baptist witnees., S3pecial papers were submitted cov-
saring the church-gtate tensione in the field of education, and in the
matter of *refuges relief”® immigration. The Directoralso reported his
observations in connection with the 3enate Subcommittee on Conetitu-~
tional Rights' plans for a hearing on religious liberty. HRatber than
have a comprehensive hearing on thie controversial item as a matter of
'{gticy the 3ubcommittes haas declded to cancel the hearing on religious

erty.

In reporting for the Committee on World Igsues, Dr. Lippherd called
attention to the following as items which merit careful study and ob-
servation: the apparent change in international climate as a result
of attitudes on the pert of the Joviet government; restrictione by the
3£aniah government, including refusal of passports to Baptists who

shed to attend the Baptlast World Congrese in London last July; the
United Nstions, 1lncluding the recent drametlc episode of France's with-
drawal and the weakening effect this may have on the organization:
digarmament; compunism,

® » o
GOLDEN JUBILEE DECLARATION ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
Baptist World Congress, London, July, 195§
Assenbled in London, Englend, in the Year of Our lLord, 1955, at

the Golden Jubilee Congrese of the Baptist World Alliance, and gathered
from all parts of %he world, we are aware not only of our common Chris-
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tian herltage as Baptists, but aleo of the fear, the conflicts, snd the
tyranny of force which are notadle features of our modern world, We
who belleve in a loving God and belong to the kingdom of Christ, would
reaffirs those fundamental Christimn principles of freedom which our

forefathers proclaimed at great cost, but to the snrichment of civili-
gation and of the church.

The Battle for Freedon

As Baptists we are aware that the battle for religious liberty
still goes on, We see at this time m recurrence of persecution, intol-
erance, and enforced uniformity of conduct and thought. A creeping
peril menaces freedom, basic human values, even Christianity itgelf,
and the kind of life rooted in falth in God and regard for man as Hise
child, It meets us from various eides. It comes sometimes from a
materialiem which denies moral and religious principles.

Intolerant churches and systems of religious organirstion can bYbe
a8 grave a menace® to liberty as governments. We appeal for a larger
liberty 4in thought as well as in action, within all churches, Protes-
tant, Ropman Catholic and Orthodox. We appeal for the avoidance of what-
ever involves privilege and domination for any religion, sect or group.

Since full religious liberty cannot be obtained without freedon
of speech and press, association and freedom of movement, we feel led
to urge the eoxtenston of freedom in eecular as well as 1n religious
1ife. Becauge such fresedome are being drastically restricted in many
placee, we call for the elimination of all such barriers to liberty,

¥alth and Practice

Baptiste, throughout their history, have upheld the cause of free-
dom and insisted that every man shall be free to worshlp God as hs 18
led by the 3pirit of Truth.

Basing their views on’ the Soriptures, they have stood for the
prieethood of all believers, a regenerste church membershlp, llberty of
utterance, and the responsibility and freedom of the local church.

Baptists as individual believers who have found a new liberty in
Christ, have set a new pattern for the world--of free churches 1ln free
states,

Historically Baptiste have upheld fresdom not for themsslves alone,
Or for @elfigh reasons. They believe that i1t 1s universally right snd
should therefore be shared by all people everywhere,

Wa believe that civilization cannot afford individual suppreaslon
or persecution. It cannot make progress toward soclal rightsousness
and world peace on the basis of fear, want, suspicion and spiritual
bondage., To have freedom we muet not only have the right to be free;
we mugt have the inward experience of semancipation by the Spirit of
Christ.

We deplore regimentation and enforced uniformity which hinder the
full development of Chriatisn personality in the liberty with which
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Christ hes made us free. We intend to remain free, and to help others
to achleve freedomnm,
/
Cur Jubllee Declaration yd

Therefore we declare at this Golden Jubilee Congrees; —_~

I. Thet the right %o be free ie a gift from Gbd to all men of
whatever race. A person i not physicelly born [into a religilous
faith, but must of his own free will entsr upon/hle inhsritance
a® a child of God,

II. Thataman's right to choose or change his faith must Le pre-
gorved, as well as hie liberty to diseent or to mske objection
becauge of coneclencets sake, .

III. That toleration is not enough; that freedom to worship s
not enough. As Baptiete we seek not to Dbe tolersted, but to be
accepted everywhere as equale in Christ, with all the privileges
and responsibilitles of loysl citizens. What we desire for our-
selvee we would secure for others, both for Christlan believers
and non-bellevers,

IV, That real religioue liberty guaranteee not only freedom to
worship privately and publicly, but the right to teach, preach,
publish and.advocete, openly and without hindrance, the Goepel of
Christ, or other religious convictione,

Y. That our churchee must be free from the interference of the
state; thet 21l our churchee should, ss far as thelr principlee
permit, ablde by the lawe of the stete and loyslly co-operate with
the civil authorities in helping to create a community in which
freedon of the prees, speech snd egsembly and social righteousneess,
will be aseured,

Dedication and Action

¥e who repregent the Besptliet churches of the world humdly pray
that strength and coursge may be given to us to hold fast our heritage
of fresdom and to carry forward theé tessk committed to us.

We will not rest content until we witnesa the achievement of re-
ligioue freedomand individual 1liverty throughout the world. We belleve
this is an eseential pert of our contribution to the thought of the
church, as well as to the egtablighment of Christ's reign on the earth.

Prepared by the ‘Commiseion on Religioue Liberty,
Baptist World Alliance, meeting in the
Alwin Court Hotel, London, July 1lh, 1955,

3ubnitted to the Executive Committee on July 15,
by the Chairman, Dr, Stanley I. Stuber,

Pregented to the Congress on Thursday morning,
July 21,




