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LIBERTY AND THE MILITARY SERVICES

Individuel liberties 4o not integrate easily with military organize-
tion. In the long story of militsry effort ths human person with his righte
and potential eeldom appeared as the higheast value, When viewed ageinst the
background of this long story, it will probaebly be agreed that the American
armed services have made noble efforts toward the recognition of the per-
aonal liberties which constitute a part of our way of 1life., This effort,
howevar, 18 not without probleme, many of which are becoming more appsrent
now ag we move into a time of armed preparedness Auring pesace time.

CHAPLAIN'S GUIDE TO CONSCIENTIOUS3 OBJECTORS

Two orgenizations which have interested themeelves in the probleme of
the conscientious objector have recently cooperated to publish a guide which
containe the bnsic informetion that the chaplain will need 1n desling with
the consclentious objectors in the Armed Forces, The guide 1s published by
the Central Committee for Consclentious Objectors, 2006 Walnut 3treet, Phil-
adelphia 3, Pennaylvania, and the National Service Board for Religioue
ObJectors, 401 Third 3treet, N. ¥W., Washington 1, D, C.

The meaning of the term' sconscientioue objector® is considerably clar-
ified by their description of the verieties of obJection:

“Meny people have scruples against war, but the 'cutoff line' of
refusal to participste d4irffers.

“There is a large group of men whose conscientious obJection has
1ed them to eatablieh thig 'cutoff line' at the point of entering
combatant service. They enter the Armed Forcees with s I-A-0 clas-
elfication (evailable for noncombatant eervice only). Or they are
drafted with a I-A classificetion but seek a noncombatant sssign-
ment rfter entering the Armed Forces. This ie probably the moat
numerous group which Chaplaine wlll encounter.

‘Another group has eetablished their congclentious objection at
the point of entering the Armed Forces, Military duty of any type
18 m violation of their consciencee. The vaet maJority of theee
ere in c¢ivilian work. Jome, however, are in prison because they
were denled the I-O claseification, a prerequisite for clvllian
work, They refused induction into the Armed Forces, were brought

to trial, and sentenced.

“A emsll groupof conscientious objectors epproach the ‘tabsolutiet!
position. sggg of these refuse civilian work even though granted
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the I-0 claesifigation. $till others do not register with Selec-
tive Service. Both of these groups are sentenced to prison., Some
have been sentenced two or three times.

"Conscientious objectors take thess verious positions for a great/
pany different reasons. The majority are objectors on religio
grounde and only religlous objectors are recognized by the Aparte
law. Howevaer, some men object to participation in the Arméi~Forces
or combatant dutyon ethical, political, or philosophiofl grounde.®

The gection of the pamphlet which deals with the religious backgrounds
of the objectors is also enlightening: “Consclentious obBjectors are recog-
nized by practically all religious bodies including Jewigh, Catholic, Prot-
estent, and othere., 3Jtatements of Religious Bodies on the Consclentious

Objector liste excerpts from pronouncemente of 5/ rellgious bodTes glving
Tecognition to consclentious objectors.®

The various classificetions which are available under the Selective
Service Regulations are listed ae followe:

Clase I-A-O0: Consclentious Objector Available for Noncombatant
Military Service Only;

Clase I-0: Conaecientious Objector Avallable for Civilian Work
Contributing to the Malntenance of the Nationel
Health, Safety, or Interest;

Class I-W: Conscientious Objector Performing Civillan Work
Contributing to the Maintenance of the Nationeal
Health, Safaty, or Intereet;

Clase I-W: {Rel): Conscientious Objector Released from
Civilian work,.

The remainder of the pamphlet describee the recognition given to the
conscientious objector in the Armed Forces Regulations and discusses the
probleme of the conscientious objector as well as offering suggestions of
bib}iographlcal materiele snd organizations that are availadble for
essistance,

ARMED SERVICE TRANSPORTATION TO PRIVATE SCHOOLS

Attention has recently been called to the fact that the Alr Force has
carried the recognition of religious differences to the point of providing
at Alr Force expenge trsnsportstion to privete schools for the members of
the Air Force families. Air Force Regulation No. 34-13, dated September 1,
1955, makes the following provielon on the subject:

)

*a. Transportation may be provided st Air Force expenge for depen-
dent, school children who attend the nearest adequate private ecnool,
if the instellation commander finds that such schools are not ac-
cessible by regulsr meanse of treneportetion and finde that eny one
of the following conditions exigt:

(1) Military transportetion facilities required and estab-
lished for other authorized purposee cen be utilized without
detriment to the purposes for which authorized. For exemple,
when seats sre avallable on a bus transporting dependent
#chool chlldren to public schools, suca children may be trane-
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ported thereon to private echools withina ressonadle distance
of the established route.

(2) The general morale and welfars of the personnel concerned
requires attendance at sectarian privete schools within a
reasonable dlstance of thée military installation.

{(3) The public schools, if any, available in the locality are
unable to provide adequately for the education of the children.

'Prior approval of Headquarters USAF 1s required for transportation
to be provided on the bssls of a finding under subparagraph (3)
above, Requests for approval will be forwvarded to the Diresctor of
Military Personnel, Headquarters USAF, accompanied by the findings
and a statement of all the material facts.

"b. If an installation commander 1is requested to provide trans-
portation to sectarian privete schools but determines that he will
be unable to provide such transportation, he will forward his de-
termination to the Director of Military Personnel, Headquarters
USAF, setting forth in detail the naturs of the request, the ex-
tent of the service required, the accessibility of the schools to
regular means of transportation, and the factual basie for his
determination.

*c., No expenses will be incurred with respect to dependent school
children attending private echools, except in elementary and sec-
ondary grades equivalent to those provided as public education in
the area where the installation 1@ located,®

THE ANNAPOLIS CRAPLAINCY AND SBRVICES

The pattern of religious services and the appointment of chaplalne at
¥est Point and at Annapolis are current sublects of astudy by a speclal com-
rittes appointed by the General Commiseion on Chaplaine. The situation at
Yeet Point, in particular, has been the sudject of eeveral resolutions by
different religlous bodiles.

The United 3tates Military Academy at West Point has developed a long
tradition, with very few exceptions, of eppointing outetanding Bplacopalian
clergymen as civilian chaplaine at the cadet thapel (Cetholic cadets are
excused), Some in the General Commlgeion on Chapleins have contended that
these practices are tantamount to the establishment of Eplscopal worship and
theology ee official religion. They have also urged that thes practice re-
sulte in having the cadete come out asofficers without having had appropri-
ete contacts with the cuetomary run of chaplains who &erve in the Army under
sppolntment of the Chilef of Chaplains.

Annapolie, on the other hand, has a "Navy service® which1s liturgleal,
ind in reality Eplecopalian, since 1t ueee the Book of Common Prayer and hae
the Eplscopalian hymnal 1in the pews. This service te conducted by a Nevy
Chaplain, but the chaplaln 1s not free to order his own service. If"he
ERnnot consclentiously conduct the *"Navy gervice®, he has no choice but to
*ithdraw, Here, also, the cadets are required %o attend, Apperently four
Tsars of Episcopallan worship experience 1g deemed to De necessary to make
* Saptist or a Methodist boy into the most depirable kind of officer for
tithar the Army or the Navy, The numerous church-etate relations that are
Av¥olved 1n these eituastions certainly seem to merit very careful etudy.
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’ MILITANT LIBERTY
The office of Admiral Arthur Radford, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff,

hae recently underteken "A Program of Evaluation and Assessment of Freedon'
under the slogan *Militant Liberty.? Coples of thip booklet are ailably
from the U, 8. Government Printing Office, Division of Public Tocuments

Washington 25, D. C. at a coet of 15¢ per copy.

Ae a foreword to the booklet, Charlee E. Wilson, Jecretary of Defense
saye: %It ie essentlal that memberc of our Armed Forbes thoroughly unde
etand and eupport the principles upon which our nation was founded, h
rights endowed by our Creator place upon each of ue commensurate responsi
bilities to dedicate ourselves to the preservation of these principles an
our American way of life." Secrestery Wilgof goes on to explain that the m
terial used under *Militant Liberty* wes prepared asa thesie by Mr. John C
Proger, formerly pregident of the Far Bast Broadcasting Company, and now
congultant in the Office of the Joint Chiefe of 3taff,

Nr. Broger's attempt to analyze and contrast the "baslc conflicts be
tween Communism and the free world as it affecte the individual® hae bes
g0 well received by the Pentagon leaders that it has been adopted as a kin
of official 1deology. The news relespes that sccompanied it indicated tha
1%t 18 to be taught to all of the men in the armed services and that it of
fers "a meang of measuring the trends toward individual liberty or authori
tarianiem in any glven area.® Since it is to become part of the trainin
of most of our young men, the paper deperves careful analysis. The ne
releases also sald that: U"Later efforte will be made to ‘'sell’ 1t to th
peoples of the Free world and those behind the Iron Curtain.®

The *theeis" is essentially an attempt to diagrem or chart the concept
of liberty which hLave prevalled in the Americen tradition, In order to d
thie it 1s assumed that liberty 1s simply ideologlcal, and falle to recog
nize the complexity of social forcee, of personal attitudes, and of indivi
dual competencies that consgtitute the actual warp and woof of liberty.

The dlscuesion seeme to assume that where government regimentation o
the Communist varlety is absent, there 1s freedom. Obviously, thie does nolll
rfollow. The paper lacks awareness of the soclal etratificetion, the eco
omic forces, or the eccleslastical powsers which have demonstrated the
oppressive powere through the centuries,

In attempting to delineate the ecope and direction of liberty, t
gtatement sayes thie on the subject of religion:

SConcerning RELIGION, as the nation tends in the upper directlion
there is increaeing freesdom of religion. The individual worships
as, when and where he pleases,)according to the dictates of hils
own consclence, Ae the nation tends in the lower Adirectlon, there
is decreasing freedom of religion until, in the extreme, the state
replaces religion and will tolerate no other,"

Doees Rot this seem to make religious liberty appear as a product o
political 1iberty? A better case could be made for the reverse relatio
ship. This, then, raises the question whether political 1declogy reallill
goee to the core of the problea of 1liberty. While the Pentagon cennot
the job, snd ought not to try, the future of liberty calle for cultivetin
and feeding the roote of liberty. These go deep into the spiritual commit
pent of the person., The 1ssues of 1life do not resolve by choosing betwe
two officlal ideoclogles.




