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THE CURRENT SCENE

Senator Hubert H, Humphrey, Democrat of Minnesota, has announced
that hearings will be held on Senate Resolutione 85 and 86 as received
in the firet session of the 8i4th Congress. Senator Humphrey chairs the
subcommittee of the Senate Committes on Foreign Relatione for the consia-
eration of theee resolutions which propoese to establish an internationel
*food bank' and en internstional ®food and raw msteriale reserve,®

In announcing the hearings Senator Humphrey eald, "If nations of
the world can work together in seeking to improve conditions for all
people everywhere, they will soon be on common ground in seeking to avoid
the horrors of war.* Senetor Humphrey eald he 1e convinced that it can
be done without antagonizing friendly nationsé and that objectives involv-
ing economic stabllity and wlser use of resources ernd productive ablility
to humen needes should be consldered together,

The plan proposes a “food bank" from which member netions could bor-
row foode or fibers or both and repay such loans when able, either in
kind, in other raw materials, or in cssh, The sponeors hope that they
might prevent extreme price fluctuations in agricultural commoditiee and
p{event famine and etarvation while agelsting in economic development
plang.

In addition to Senator Humphrey ae chairman, the other membere of
the subcommittee are Senators Fulbright, Democrat of Arkensas; Sparkman,
Democrat of Alabama; Alken, Republican of Vermont; and Capehart, Repub-
lican of Indilana.

House of Repregentatives B1ll 10160 wae introduced March 26,
by Repregentative E, Y. Berry, Republican of South Dekota. Thie
proposes to repeal the followlng statement:

"And 1t ie hereby declared to be the eettled policy of the Gov-
ernment to hereafter make no approprilation whatever out of the
Treasury of the United States for the education of Indlan chil-~

dren in any sectarian echooil.,*

Thie statement occurs in a bill approved March 2, 1917 dealing
current and contingent expengee of the Bureau of Indian Affalrs,
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After studying the problem of treatment and rehabilitation of nar-
cotic addicte, a Senate Judiciary subcommittes headed by 3enator Price
Danlel, Democrat of Texas, has recommended a change of policy in that
matter, The Soclal Legislation Information Service excerpts the follow-
Ang eignificaent paragraph ITOE thelr reporte:

*That voluntary commitmente to the Federal nercotics hogpitals
be abolished and that all admissions be processed thto the
appropriste district court of the United States fof civil type
commitment requiring a mandatory perlod of treatment, or by
State court commitmente under the conditione h/ar-olnafter
outlined.?®

This Information Service sunmarizes the subcormittee's findinge re-
garding tresiment and rehabilitation mse followe:

¥l. Lees than 15 percent of the victime of drug sddiction are
being succegsfully cured today, This fsilure 1s largely
the result of the voluntery ‘come and go' sysiem and the
lack of community follow-through programa.

Seventy-five percent of the d4rug addicts who volunteer
for trestment in Federal narcotics hospitale demand to
leave bVefore they fully benefit from medicel and peychi-
atric treatment.

YVoluntary admiseion ie a looese, hodgepodge procedure, with-
out Federal or State control or supervision,

State and locel treatment facilitles are meager, and 3tate
courte lack authority to commit drug sddicts dlrectly to
Federasl narcotice hospitals.

Community followup, or rehabilitation facilities and serv-
ices for the diecharged addict-patient are virtuslly non-
exigtent,

No facilities exiet rfor 1isolating the chronic or 'incur-
ablet! drug sddict.®

According to the Religious News Service Joeseph A. Adems, chalrman
of the Clvil Aeronasutice Board, defended the regulations permitting the
serving of liquor abosrd airplanes. Mr. Adame conceded that the Board
had recelved ®*sn unparalleled flood of protests® eince the introduction
of liquor gervice on domestic airlines about & year end a half ago, but

d1d not feel that regulatory action 'to prohibit the service of liquor
wes Justifiled,

Testimony against the practice was presented by Mr, Clarence M,
Sayen, president of the Airline Pilote Aesociation, and by Mr, Rowland X.
Quinn, Jr., pregident of the Airline Stewarde and Stewardesses Assocla-
tion. Mr. 3Sayen sald that the pilots who fly commercial airlines etrong-
ly oppose the serving of liquor aloftand have experienced seversl "inci-
dents." Mr. Quinn gave detalled inetencee in which etewardesses have
been subjected to annoyance and humiliation by aggressive intoxicated
customere, He esld the gtewardesses do not like to serve as "barmaide.®
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WHAT I3 A CHURCH?

The Internal Revenue Service conducted s public hearing April 10,
1956, on the meaning of “church® when used in certain clauses in the
income tax code, The hearing was occasicned by a number of objections
to a definition published in the Federal Register on January 21, 1956,

The definition which was proposed by the Internal Revenue Service
for administration of the 1954 Ancome tax code read as follows®

*(11) The term 'church' includes e religious order or a reli-
glous organization 1f such order or organization (a) is an in-
tegral part of a church, and (b) 1s engaged in cerrying out the
functions of a church, whether as a c¢ivil law corporation or
otherwise, In determining whether a religious order or organ-
ization 1¢ an integral part of a church, consideration will be
given to the degree tc which it 1s connected with, and con-
trolled by.\guch chureh, A religious order or organization
shall be considerdd to be engaged in carrying out the functions
of g church 4f Aite duties include the ministration of sacer-
dotal functions and the conduct of religious worship., If a
religious order or organization is not an integral part of a
church, or if such an order or organizeption is not authorized
to carry out the functions of a church {(ministration of asscer-
dotal functions and conduct of religious worship) then it is
subject to the tax imposed by section 511 whether or not it en-
gages in religious, educstional, or charitable activities ap-
preved by a church, What constitutes the conduct of religious
worship or the minigtration of secerdotal functione depende on
the tenete and practices of a particular rellglous body coneti-
tuting & church. If a religlous order or organlzation c¢an
fully meet the requirsments stated in this eubdivielion, exemp-
tion from the tax impoeed by section S11 will apply to all ite
activities, including thoss which 1t conducts through a eepa-
rate corporation or other separate entity which it wholly owne
and which ¢ not operated for the primary purpoee of carrying
on a trade or business for profit, Such exemption from tex
will also apply to activities conducted through a separate cor-
poration or other separate entity which is wholly owned by more
than one religious order or organlizstion, if all such ordera
or organizatione fully meet the requiremente atated in thie sub-
division and if such corporation or other entityle not operested
for the primary purpose of carrying on a trade or bueinese for
prorit.*

Appeering in opposition to the definition were a legal etaff repre-
senting the Brothers of the Christian 8choole, sn order of the Roman
Catholic Church, as well as representatives of the Natlonal Catholilc
welfare Conference, of the Amsrican Unitarisn Assoclation, of the Aeso-
ciation for the Advancement of Atheism, and of Protestante and Other
Americang United for Separation of Church and 3tate, Mr, Paul Blanshand,
s member of the New York bar and special couneel for P.0,A.U., had stud-
ied the problem and wae the main spokesman from the Proteetant viswpoint.

The day's dlecussions made the lssues adequately clesr, Within what
limite should & church sgency be permitted to own and operate projecte
vhich produce *unrelated businses income® on a tax exempt baeis? The
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proposed definition, quoted above, would differentiate among religioug
orders, exempting oniy those which perfors "gacerdotal functions,.®

The Roman Catholic legal counssl argued that all "orders® are struc-
turally en integral jpart of ®the Church®, and that the Revenue 3ervice
has no legal justification for differentiating among them, Mr, Blajshard
pointed out that the proposed definition 4id not include a statsument of
the nature or amount of "gacerdotal functions® reguired for enyp’:?on and
argued that such agenciles should be exempted strictly on—<%he basis of
their major functions. //

The entire dlscussion pointed up some dlfficulthroblou in tax law,
but aleo some far-reaching principles in church-stats relations. 8Should
any church or church agency operate a commercial rsdio station, a chain
of motels, or a winery for incoms as a tax sxempt business? If a dusl-
nees firm cen turn ite bueiness over to a’ church agency which serves as
"owner' while the management continues to run the business, gaine are
poesible to all concerned by shifting the tax burden to other sources of
income. A privileged status under law then 1e equivalent to a etate
subgidy.

The long range effect on the church iteelf and on the attitudes of
businees toward the church were not dlscussed in the hearing, but ere
worthy of careful study by church leadere and members.

Parsons interested ina full copy of the testimony given by Mr, Paul
Blanshard may address Protestants and Other Americene United for Jepara-
tion of Church and State, 1633 Maeseachusetts Avenue, N, W., Washington 6,
D, ¢., encloseing 25¢ to cover the coet of duplicsting and malling.

The Poet Office Department announced recently that 108 post offices
have been gliven permission to use e s#pecial cancellation dle for mail
May 1-23 bearing the slogan: *National Salvation Army Week~~Fourth Week
in May.

The department sald that this did not constitute a chsnge in ite
policy agalinst the recognitionof religloue events or observances on U.3,
postsge. "“The Salvetion Army falle in the category of a soclal service
organizatlion euch as the Red Cross, Compunity Chest, cancer, TB or heart
crusades,” a department epokesman sald. P"Their annual fund-raising arive
in these 108 citlee does not cone$itute, in our opinion, a drive for a
religious organization, ae such, since the ald is distributed from eerv-
ice centars without regard to rsce, c¢reed or color."

On Aprll 24,1956, Spenieh authopities seized some 30,000 Bibles and
devotlional books at the Madrid officee of the British and Poreign Bible
3oclety, British Embaesy eources reported that no reason wae given fof

the delzure; Embaesy officiale have aes¥ed the Spanish government for an
explanation,

Spenish authorlties took similar action againet the same society in
1940; at that time some 110,000 Bibles and other religious worke shipped
to Madrid by the British and Forelgn Bible Society were selzed.




