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RELIGIOU3 LIBERTY RESISTED

The idea that pan must be fres to communicate with his Creator and to
express the religlous convictions of hie soul continues tc be & strange and
dangerous notlion in many parts of the world, As always, the soclal-control
viewpoint of religious experience is being Jealously defended in those aress
wvhere the church and the ruling clergy have been given an entrenched polit-
ical position. Among the many places in which religioue¢ minorities are sub-
Ject to high pressures the two most Adlsturbing situatione seem to be in
Spain and Colombia,

THE SPANISH 3ITUATION

Early in January of this year there wag a report of a survey among
Roman Catholic workers in the town of Matarc, 20 milee from Barcelona, de-
signed to find ways and means of overcoming the religioue apathy among
Spain's workers, A%t the same time the Archblshop of Valencla wrote a atirong-
1y worded pastoral letter ordering the priests to give an address explaining
some point of doctrins in connection with the Mass. This action was taken
as an expreasion of concern over the low level of religloue knowledge in
the dlocese.

It was Just two weeks after theee forthright expressions of need that
the Spanigh government closed down the Evangelical Theological Semlinary in
Madrid., The seminary has been Jointly sponsored by the Spanish Evangelical
Church and the Spanish Reformed Eplecopal Church, It has been in operation
for 73 yeare,

The Spanish Evangelical Church, which wae formed in 1950 by federating
the Presbyterians, the Congregationalistse, the Methodiets, and others, imme~
diately protested the closure of the seminary. They took their stand on
Article VI of the Spanish Constitution which provides that *no one will be
uolested on acecount of hile religion, creed or the private practice of hle
cule,®

Protests against the actlon of the Spanish government have core from
meny sources. It appears, however, that none hsas been more telling than the
protest of the Roman Catholice in Switzerland. Le Courrier, & Roman Catho-
lic daily publiphed st Gensva, criticized the actTon ee being "utterly im-
proper.¥ The edltor-in-chief of the paper looked upon the action as being
embarrageing to Catholice in varioue parta of the world, not leaet to those
who were insieting on thelr right to maintain Cathollc schoocle in other
countries, ¥It is not by injustices of thie kind toward a minority commu-
nity thst General Franco will defend the Catholic faith," eaid the editor,




"He 1s only compromising 1t in the eyes of the whole world whers Catholig,
everywhere are claiming the right to open or meintalin their own schools,.*

The Bxecutive Committes of the World Council of Churches, meeting in
Australia, was reported as criticizing the cloeure as a "mogt serilous in.
fringement of religious liberty.® They aleo ocalled attention to fact
that the action Ycontradicts the Universal Declaration of Human te and
the principle of respect for the righte of religious minorit

The embarrasement in the eyes of the world has beow so marked that mge
[}

Derous statements have been made disclaiming any ehare in the action on thy
part of the Church. The Roman  Catholic news agency in Syitrerland explained
that the action was taken by the Ministry of Interior ¥without inform
beforehand or advising officlally afterwards any Cathollioc ecclesiastic
suthority in Spain.* The 3panish Ambassador -to the United States has aleo
found 1t expedient to explain that "in Spain there 1@ no fuslon or confueion
of Church and 3tate.* In a speech in Omaha in March he contended that the
spheres of action are "totelly independent.®

At thls dletance it ia, of course, impossible to determine the relative
scope of responeibility in the action, On the other hand, the Concordat
which the Spanish government eigned with the Vstican in Auguet, 1953 sets
up an alliasnce of church snd state which can only produce this kind of eit.
ustion., Article I of the Concordat says:

“The Cathollc Apostolic Roman religion will continue to be the
gole religion of the Spanlgh nation and will enjoy the righte and
prerogativee which are due it in conformity with Divine Law end
the Canon Law,'

Article XXVI of the same Concordat seys:

“In all institutionsof learning--whatever their level and purpose
and whether belonging to the State or not-~educstion will be im-
parted 1n accordance with the dogmstic and moral principles of
the Catholic Church,

YUrdinaries will freely exercise thelr miesionof vigllance regard-
ing the integrity of Falth, good morale end religicus teaching in
these elucatlional 1institutions,

*Ordinaries may demand the banning and suppression of textbooks,
publications and other teaching materisl which ere contrary to
Catholic dogmea and morals."

Article XXVII alec says:!

"1, The Spenish 3tate gusrantees the tesching of the Cetholic re-
liglon ee s regular end compulsory,subject in all educational in-
stltutionsa, whether etate-controlled or not, and whatever their
level and purpoee,*

¥While thls erticle provides for the exemption of children of non-Catholic
perents, 1t dges not provide for the operation of echools that provide other
religious inastructions,

In March a statement was circulated thet reported the Spanieh govern-
ment'e promlse to reopen the seminary and its affiliated echool in Medrid.
The report was that the order would be rescinded as @oon ae the authorities
of the eemlnary agreed to comply with minor technical stipulatione, includ-
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ing & residence requirement for seminary students and the consent to having
the school inscribed in the offlolal register of the Minlster of Education
a# "authorized.® 1In April, the seals that had been placed on the seninary

door were removed, but up to the present time nelther the seminary nor the
gohcol has resumed operation,

A further problem developed in Spailn when late in April 30,000 Bibles
and devotional books were seiszed by the Spanish muthoritiee at the Madrid
offices of the Britieh and Foreign Pible Society. The British Kinister of
state for Forelgn Affairs has requested the Spanish Foreign Ministry to make
sn inquiry and to return the property. As yet no explanation hss been
received regarding the basis upon which the confiscation was made,

THE COLOMBIAN SITUATION

Colombia also continues as a persecuting country. The moet recent re-
porte from there 1ndicate that the sltuation has “"taken a turn for the
wree? and that Protestants in Colombla are now *in the most serious situa-
tion to confront them since 1948.* Those who are acquainted with the dire
developments 1in Colombia will recognize that thees are strong comparisons
and that our brethren in that country need our sarnest prayers.

It ie reported that during April 30 evangelical churches in Colombia
were cloped and that seven Protestant ministers were jailed, The 30 church-
o8 closed by civil authorities included five Mennonite, four Four-Square-
goepel (Pentecostal), ten Evangelicel Alliance, two Baptist, two Lutheran,
and peven of the Interamerican Church, Of the 30, only two were cutside the
"Mleeion Territories.® Before a recent expansion of the Mlseion Territorles
19 of the 30 churches would have been outside the boundaries of these ter-
ritories.

The Minlster of Government, Dr. Luclo Pabon Nunez, for a long time hae
limited eerilously the rights of Colombilan Protestants in the Miaslon Terrl-
tories, but alwaye permitted them the right to hold religioue services in
their churches., But with Government Order No, 4004, of November 25, 1955,
the Minlater ordered the definite prohibition of Protestant servicee, both
private and public, inside or outelds of the church buildinge within the
Hission Territories. The only form of religlous service permitted the Prot-
é8tants in those places 1s prayer in the home of a foreign Protestant, To
Colombian Protestants not even that minimum concession is granted. The ap-
plication of Government Order No. 4004 will affect many other churchee in-
cluding the largest Protestant church in Colombis, the church in Barranca-
bermeja which hae an attendence of 1,700 people.

Frotestant medical work has also been prohibited, especislly in Choco
Department where the mayor of latmina closed a Mennonite dispensary. Last
April 1n Noanamas c¢ivil suthoritiea would not permit two Protestant nurses
to care for a dying Protestant child,

In the village of Palomina, Depertment of Bolivar, two Protestant pas-
tore were jalled and put in stocks, In Socota three Lutheran pastors were
Jalled; another paetor who vieited them was aleo taken prigoner. In Achi,
8lso in April, another Proteetant pastor was jalled.

In addition to imprisonment, bestinge, threats, and every sort of pree-
8ure have been used to intimidate Protestants. For example, on March 11,
1956, near the villege of La Plata, Hulla Department, e group of members of
the Chriptian and Missionary Alllance congregation were holding e service
when they were interrupted by a mob of 20 men armed with kniveg and stonee,
Using coarse language they threatened to kill all of the worshipere, seaying
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that very scon all Protestants in that region would be sxterminated. m,
mayor of La Plats was informed of the attack but said that he oould do no-
thing until he received an order froam the governor of the Department. T
pastor and one member tooka letter from the mayor to the governor, advisin
him of the incident. The governor refused to help them, saying that Sty
police have the right to fire at meetings where communism 1s onopoc/ua.l

This aoccusation that Protestant Christianity in COIonb}'a u,/»hm 1)
international ocommunisms has been reiterated recently by the hm.lt govera.
mental and ecclesiastical authorities. The President of Colombia, Generg
Guetavo Rojas Pinella, in his New Yesr's address in Jangary 1956, sald that
the communists are using the Protestants in thelr effort to conquer thy
country. The Roman Catholic bishop of Cali, Dr. Jullo Caloedi: Teller, sal
in a pastoral letter in February that the msjority of Protestants, Colos
Plans as well as foreigners, are related to communism. This accusation ha
been repeated by the Roman Catholic clergy from thelr pulpits, by radio am
in their publications,

The Bvangelical Confederation of Colombia, in viewof the cruel suppres-
sion of Protestant Christian work in the country, invited all the bellieven
in Colombia and around ths world to a day of prayer and fasting on May 13},
1956. BSpeclal prayer was asked for the many Evangelical churchesd closed i
Colombia, for the pastore and members who esuffer in the prisons for the
cauge of Christ, and for freedom to hold services throughout the country,

In this extended time of trouble that has come upon our Protestant
friends in Colombia since 1948, a total of 46 church buildings have bew
destroyed by fire or dynamite, more than 200 schools have been closed Yy
the government, and 75 believere have been kllled because of thelr rell.
gilous falth. All this in a country whoee Constitution provides:

Chapter IV, Article 53. Religlon and the Relation between Church
and State. The State guarantees the liberty of consclence. . .No

one will be disturbed because of his religious opinicns, nor com-
pelled to profess bellefs nor observe practices contrary toc hie
consclence,"

BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE RESOLUTIONS

The Executive Committee of the Baptiet World Alliasnce, representin
21 million Baptiasta in approximately 100 countries, in 1te annual meetin
at Washington May 22-23, adopted the following resolution addreesed to the
Pregident of Colombila:

The members of the BExecutive Committee have heard with deep dle-
trese reportsg of the continuing pergecution of svangelical Chris-
tiane in Colombia at the hande of officlals and clergy of the
Roman Catholle Church, sided by mob action. With a deep concern
for the freedom of people of all religions and reces, we appeal
to the Colomblan Government to do all in its power to establieh
and gecure order and liberty for all.,®

) Another resolution adopted at the eame meeting and addreesed to Gener
allgeimo Francisco Franco of Spain expressed regrets that the Evangelicel
Theological Seminary and ite affiliated school remain closed, and concluded

*The present situation causes great dlstressof mind to all friende
of Spain Including many Roman Catholice, and we are sure that 1if
the Spanish Government would permit the 3eminary and School to be
reopened 1t would give great pleasure to all liberty-loving people.®




