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July 1956
CONSTITUTION APPROVED

During the past month three of the Besptist Conventions whilch cooperate
in the work of the Joint Committee on Publio Affairs have considered and
approved the Committee's Constitution as recently revised. The Southern
Baptis? Convention took action at Kansas City upon the recommendation of ite
Bxecutive Committes. Similarly the American Baptist Convention aocted at
Seattle upon recommendation of the General Council. The Baptist General
Conference of America, mesting at Waukegan, I1linois, also approved the Con-
stitution ukid suthorized its Board of Trustees to provide for cooperation
in thls work,

The other three participating fellowships are scheduled to give conpid-
eration to the Constitution as soon as their annual meetings occur, The
consensus to date among the geveral fellowships has been so high ss to ap-
proach unanimity in each instance. It will be noted that the Conetltution
provides opportunity for partiocipation of other Baptist groups who have not
yet formulated their interests in this fleld,

We reproduce the Constjtution here for the files of our readers:

CONSTITUTIOR OF THE
BAPTIST JOINT COMMITTRE ON PUBLIC AFFAIRS

ARTICLE T, The Name. The name of thie organization shall be the Bap-
tist Joint Committee on Public Affaire.

ARTICLE 1I. The Bco¥a and ngon. The scope and purpose of the Bap-
tist Joint Committes a e to actin the fleld of public affalrs vhenever
the interests or rights of the cooperating Conventions which constitute the
Committee call for oconference or negotiation with the Government of the
Unlited States or with any other Governmenta, or whensver Baptiet principles
are involved in, or are jeopardized through governmental action, or when any
of the ecooperating Conventiones or any of thelr agencles may refer to the
Joint Committes any matter of common interest or concerm, for conaideration
and recommendation. The Baptist Joint Committee is smpowered to enunclate,
commend and defsnd the historic Baptist principle of religious freedom with
particular applicetion to the separation of church and state as embodied 1n
the Constitution of the United States; to communicate and commend to the
President, Congress, Courts and Depsrtmente of the Federal Government or
ftate governmente such declarations as Baptists from time to time officinlly
adopt concerning public matters; to make such contacts with the verious de-
Partments of any government as may be found neceseary or degirable in the
legitimate trangaction of lagal or other business between guch government
and the Baptist agencles or spproved repreeentatives; and to inform the




Page 2 July 195¢

Baptist constituencles of governmsntal movements and measures affecting
principles held essentilal to true relations between church and state am
the right applicatior of Christianity to the life of the natlon. The
tiat Joint Committee shall transmit through ite constituent committees %
the cooperating Conventions and, or, their proper agencles, any finding
that result from 1its ihvestigations and reeearch in the field of pudblic
affairs, together with any recommendations which in its Jjudgment ne %o b
considered by the cooperating Conventionea.

ARTICLE ITY, Membership. Section 1. The Baptist Wunoo on
Public Affaire shal compoged of the Committees on /Public Affairse ap-
pointed by each of the following cooperating Conventionsk American Baptist
Convention, Southern Baptist Convention, National Baptist }.‘.onvontlon. U.8.A,,
Incorporated, and National Baptist Conventlon of America, each to be repre-
gsented by not more than rifteen members; and North American Baptist General
Conference and Baptiet General Conference of America, to be represented by
not more than three members each,

Section 2, Such other conventions or conferences of Baptiste as ap-
point copmittees on Pudblic Affairs may on application be admitted by major-
ity vote of the Baptiet Joint Committee into the membership of the Committee
on similar terms, except that in euch cases menmbership shall not exceed
three persone.

ARTICLE 1V, Authori.t'z. Section 1. The Joint Committee, or its Bxec-
utive Commlttee, gha responeible for initlating consideration amd
study, and for recommending action to 1te cooperating Conventions on any
matter or eny issue falling within the scope of its intereste and concerns
as pet forth in Article II. The Joint Committee or ite Executive Committee
is authorized at all times to 1igpue pronouncemente on sny matter or issus
consistent with action previously taken by the cooperating Conventions,
committees, or agencies,

Section 2, The Baptlpt Joint Committee sehall be independent in ite
responsibility to initiate consideration and to recommend action on matters
coming within the gphere of 1te interests and activities. It ehall, how-
ever, act only on the basie of principles snd policles generslly accepted
by Baptists or in support of officiasl acts and proncuncemente of the coop-
ersting Conventions or in accordance with agreemente made between the Con-
mittos and agencles of the cooperating Conventions but it shall under no
g;.;cumatancea agsumeé the eXxercise of any authority over any other Baptilst

y.

ARTICLE V. Quorum. A quorum in any meeting of the Baptist Joint Con~
pittee shall consiat of twelve members of gsid Committee, provided that at

least zw cooperating Conventions or Conferences are represented among those
present,

ARTICLE VI. Amnendmente. This Conatitution may be emended by a two-
thirds majority vote of the members pr’esent at any stated meeting of the
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, providing that sald amendmente
are subsequently ratified by the Executive bodlee representing the cooper-

ating Conventions which actively supported the program during the previous
year,

ARTICLE VII. By-Laws., The Baptiet Joint Committee 18 empowered at any
meeting and on & two- o majority vote to adopt euch By-Laws as mey 6eep

proper in the dlscharge of the duties and responsibilities aeslgned to the
Committee ae provided for in this Constitution,
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HAITIAN TREATY PIGRON-HOLED

Religious News Jervice reported on Juns 29, 1956 that
RoTotTons ComplttesFas et the SRCADRILY e rirs

¢ officially pigeon-holed the proposed new treaty
of friendship, commerce and navigation with the Republic of Haitl. This
proposed treaty hae been opposed by a number of Protestant groups because
it omits the customary guarantees of religious liberty to United States
eitizens residing in Haltl,

The committee announced that ite sechedule of business is pso crowled
that 1t will not be ebls to conduct public hearings on the treaty at this
geseion of Congress, Treatles do not die with the end of a Congress but
remain on the Senate's calendar of pending business until they are sither
ratified or withdrawn by the Pressident,

KENTUCKY COURT CENSURES DISCRIMINATION

Parents in predominantly Protestant Bradfordeville, Kentucky won their
two-year battle with the Marlon County Board of Education when the state
Court of Appeals reverged an earlier Circuit Court opinion which had dls~
niseed a petition filed by Bradfordeville residente in 1954 to compel re-
opening of the high school in their community, The Court sharply rebuked
the Bo:rd of £ducation of Marion County, condemning both discrimination and
sectarianiem.

In September 1954 the Marion County Board of Education ordered the
echool c¢losed, avowedly for economlc reasons. 7The parents, however, charged
that the Board had discriminated againsgt Bradfordsville in order to favor
the schools in the predominantly Roman Catholic western part of the county.
They went on a yearts education strike, refusing to send thelr children to
» high school ten miles away and boycotting the elementary school in thetir
own community.

The Appellate Court held that *the Marion County Board of Education in
¢losing the high echool at Bradfordsville, without providing equal and uni-
form educational opportunities for children living in the eastern section
of the county with thoge who 1live in the western part of the county, 1is
clearly arbitrary, Alscriminatory, and in violation of Kentucky Revised
Jtatutes 158,010,*

*To hold otherwlge, we would in effect be sanctioning a system of edu-
cational administration that would deprive the entire eastern part of the
county of their fair share of public funde spent for high-echool facllitlee
in Marion County,® the Court stated. "And we would also have to affix our
stanp of approval upon a method of education in this county which now oper-
steés two high schools in the weetern sectlon of the county eix miles apart
and none in the entire eastern half of the county.*

™he Court sald that while the Board had conelstently etripped the Brad-
fordsville High Behool of facllitlies and courses, 41t had built up facilities
at the 8t, Francis and St, Charles High Schoole in the etrongly Roman Cath-
olic weetern section of the county. One example cited by the Court showed
"that in 1951 a total of $475 was spent by the County Board on laboratory
equipment for the Bradfordsville school, while $B,106 was expended for eime
ilar equipment for the St, Chsrles school.®

In addition to ordering the Board and superintendent "to reestablish,
88 goon as practicable, a high-school syetem that willl afford to all chil-
dren in Marion County equal educational opportunities", the Louleville
Courier-Journsl of June 23, 1956 reported that the Appellate fourt would
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i1ssue an injunction that *shall prohibdit the Marion County Board of Bducatim
and its superintendent from:

1. Violating K.R.8. 158.190, which forbids dlstridution of sep-
tarian literature in the public schools.

12, Expending pubdlic-school funde for religious or sectaiian
purposes, ,/\/

"3, Keeping sectarlan periodicals in or about the” libraries of
the County schools, I

o4, 8topping the operating of public-school budes on religious
bolidays not legalized as State or national holidays.*

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ADVANCES IR ITALY

Two recent decisions go far toward eatablishing the supremacy of th
Constitution of Italy in matters of religious liberty. In June, the first
deciesion handed down by the new Constitutional Court arfirsed the right of
Protestants in Italy to carry on religious propaganda, Article 113 of t
1931 police lews was declared unconstitutional; under thie article esuthori.
gation had to be obtained from police authorities by anyone who wanted %
distribute notices or printed matter in public places, poet notices on pab
1ic billboards, or uge loudspenkers to addregs the pudblic, The Court bas
its decision on Articls 21 of the 1948 Constitution, which stated that
"everyone has the right freely to manifest his thought with worde, in writ-
ing, or any other means of propaganda.®

The Court's.ruling resulted from an appesl against the police 1
brought by & group of Italian citizens not connected with any of the Prot
estant churches. The decision 414 not mention by name the Evangelical
Church of Christ, which has waged a three-year battle with the police in
attempt to place an identifying sign on 1its bullding, but it ie considerd
to be a victory for the evangelical churchea in Italy.

Later in June the new Court handed down a second ruling in a case in
volving a religious liberty issue snd the rights of Proteatants in the coun-
try. AnAssesblies of God minieter had appealed a pentence laposed upon b
by a magistrate after he had ignored a police order to leave the town I
S1elly where he had held religious eervices. The Court held that Artiol
157 of the 1931 police lawe. under which a person considered *dangerous %
public order and security or public morale" could be deported by police &
his home town, was contrary to Article 16 of the 1948 Constitution whic
grants citigens the right to move about freely on Italian soil provide
thelir activities are net detrimental to public health and ascurity.

UNITED NATION3 DAY PROCLAIMED

On June 21, 1956 President Blsenhower 1ssued a proclamation urging th
citizens of this nation to observe Obtober 24, 1956 as United Nations Dsf
“dy means of community programes that will demonstrate their faith in, an
support of, the United Natione and will contribute to a better understandiny
of 1ts aime, prodlems, and accomplishments,®

Lagt year more than 6,000 communities throughout our country helds
United Natione Day program of some kind, ranging all the way from elaborat
city wide programs %o simple school assemblies. The United States Committe
for the United Nations is urging that local United Nations Day Committew
be formed as soon as possible to make plans for the 1956 obeervance, )
Leaders' Guide and other information may be secured by addressing the above
mentioned committes at 816 21st Street, N, W,, Weshington &, D. C.




