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LOOKING AHEAD

The fall meeting of the Baptlist Joint Committee on Public Affalre marked
the tenth anniversary of the establishment of the Washington office, For al-
poet a decade prior to that event the Joint Conference Committee had worksd
without an established office and without an sxecutive staff,

Open-minded group thinking has been the emphasis of the body, The objec-
tivep nre to work constantly toward a true discernment and an effective prao-
tice of right relatione between the institutions of the church and those of
the atate. In his first report to the Joint Committee on October 2, 1946, Dr.
Joasph M, Dawson eaid: %At this point 1 venture to say eince it is an outright
pioneer work for us, none of us is prepared fully to define it, The Joint
Conference Committes has discerned certain graat objectives, but probebly would
dlsclaim having an sntirely comprehensive vision of the whole scope of endeav-
or. Perhape with the more sericue undertaking now in establishing the Execu-
tive office the Committes will be sble the more fully to define and describe

the range of our activities.®

v¥hile important clarifications have been galned, the sbove epirit gtill
marks the work of the Committes. With changing conditlons new problems arise.
The fundamental principles which are beped on Divine revelation and man's long
experience remain, but the epscific applications must be constantly rethought

and shared afreash,

The meeting marking thé tenth anniversary of the office very appropriate-~
1y took the form of a full discuseion of the Committee's work and the methode
by which 1t can best do the work at the present time, In calling the meeting
to order the chairman, Dr. Edward B. Willingham, General 3ecretary, American
Baptist Forelgn Mission Socleties, pald tribute to the early lesderg who had
brought into baing this *point at which Baptiste of the United Stetes could
unite hearts and minde for action.® He 1irndicsted thst with the growing expe-
rience of the Committes we have learned that "we need to anticipate crises,
and prepare our people to act wiaely and without emotion.”

AGENDA FOR THE FUTURE
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In 1ine with this spirit the meeting focused on future n
nitles. "The objectivem and activities needed in the Joint
defenge of the apirit and practice of religious liberty"
thorough disecuasion in the seseions of the Committee,

The agenda adopted for the meeting provided for extended dlscussion of
five questions:

1. What can the Joint Committee do to help mske the Baptiet insights
more relsvant and vital during the training of our proapective

miniagters?
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Wobat can the Joint Committee do to be of help to our lalty and
yo:th in gaining & clear underetanding of and appreciation for
our Baptist fhsights on church-state relations?

3, what can the Joint Coumittes do to help facllitate a clear Bap-
tist witnees to the communities where our churches are?

L, How can the Joint Committee ocontribute toward understanding of
and respsct for our positions in the minds of legligiwbers and
public officiale? e

/
5. wWhat can the Jolnt Committee do to make the Baptleft insights un-
deretood and accepted among non-Baptiste around tpe worldt

A number of definitive actions were taken by the Committee on recommends-
tion of ite standing committees. Thess will be the basis for future eduos-
tional efforts with reference to thase issues,

OFFICERS ELECTED

The elaction of officers placed the following leedership in reaponsibilit
for the coming year:

Chairman Edward B, Willingham, General Sscretary, American
Baptist Foreign Migeslon Socleties

lgt Vice-Chairmen Walter Pope Binns, President, Willlam Jewell
College, Liberty, Mlssouri

2nd Vice-Chalrman Joseph H, Jackeon, Presldent, National Baptist
Convention, U,3.A., Inc,

3ecretary . A. C. Miller, Executive Secretary, Christian Life
Cormlieslon, Southern Baptist Convention

Asst. Secretary ¥. Hubert Porter, Assistant General Secretary,
American Baptlst Convention

Treasurer B. H. DeGroot, Jr., Attorney, Waehington, D. C,

Aset, Treasurer Ralph Cole, C.P.A., wWashington, D. C,

The following are the chairmen of the standing committaes:

Finances Ralph Cole
Domestic Iasuep A. C, Miller
World Issues Frank H, Woyke

The members of the Joint Committee pald tribute to the former chsirman of
the Committes on Domestic Iesuee, Dr. Donald B. Cloward, Executive Secretary,
Council on Chrigtian Soclial Progress, American Baptist Convention, who passed
away the week before the meesting,

Moat of the cooperating conventlons were well repressnted in the meeting,
two of them pending the full quota of delegates permitted under the Committee
constltution. The meeting was highlighted by the participation of three con-
ventlon presidents: Dr, JosephH. Jackson, Wstional Baptiet Convention, U.3.A.,

Inc.; Dr. C. C. Warren, Southern Baptist Convention; Dr. Harry L. Dillin,
American Baptiat Convention,

Several other representatives participated in the meating for the first
time, either by virtus of recent eppointment or by designation as proxles.
Among these were: Rev, H. C. Bonell, Pastor, Firet Baptiet Church, Nashus,
New Hampshire; Miss Mirlam R, Corbett, Council on Christiasn Sccial Progrees:
American Baptist Convention; Rev. Martin Erikaon, Editor, The Standard, offi-
cial organof the Baptist General Conference of America; Dr, 0. Frank Garrison,
ApBlatant Executive Secretary-Treasurer, Home Migeion Board, southern Baptist
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Convention; Mises Alma Bunt, Executive Secretary, and Mrs. R. L. Mathis, Presi-
dent, Woman's Nisslonary Union, Southern Baptist Convention; Dr. A. Lincoln
Smith, Pastor, Congress Heights Baptist Church, Washington, D, C,

A VWEALTH OF CREATIVE THOUGHT

The varlous repregentatives of the cooperating conventions placed on re-
cord a wealth of 1deas which look toward increased effectiveness and expansion
of the work of the Comsmittee. The Executive Committee was instructed to study
all the 1deas expressed with a view to recommending the best possible progranm,

In considering the service of the Joint Committees to the sominaries, Dr.
Culbert @. Rutenber, Professor of Philoaophy of Religlon, Bastern Baptist Sem-
inery, Philadelphia, envisioned this office as a source of information for
teachers of soclal studies, church history, and related rields. He pointed
out the poeslibility of workshope, of graduate research projectes, of a textbook

on church-state relations, and urged that the Director maintain the maxlmum
contacte with the seminaries.

Dr. Frank H, Woyke, Executive Secrstary, North American Baptiet General
Conference, of Forest Park, Illinois, emphapized the importance of an adequate
philosophic and practical content in the curriculum, while Dr. Porter W. Routh,
Executive Secretary of the Executive Committes, BSouthern Baptist Convention,
Nashville, Tennessee, oxplained the opportunities opsn in the regular denomi-
national programe of orientation for seminary students,

The importance of an adequate content of political and soclsl sciences in
the college or pre-seminary training of the student was urged by Dr. Harry L.
Dillin, Preeident, Linfleld College, McMinnville, Oregon, currently preeident
of the American Baptist Convention. He ncted that he had found pre-ministerial
students prone to avoid political aclence.

The discuseion of Joint Committes assistence to the organizations of men,
women, and youth were highlighted by remarke from Mre, Jeanne Bradbury of New
York, an active leader in the women's organizatione of the Ameriocan Baptist
Convention, and by Mr., George Schroeder, Executive Secretary, Brotherhood Com-
mlsgion, Southern Baptist Con¥ention. Mrs. Bradbury pointed to the innumera-
ble opportunities and regponsibilities of womsn for instructional contributione
and called for the inclusion of pertinent Biblical and historical materiale in
the publicsetione for the women's eocleties, and in youth programs snd assem-
blies, She concurred in the poseition that *Where New Testament religion 1e
accepted and acted upon, democracy with all its bleseinge 1a inevitsedble.®

In behalf of the men, Mr. Schroeder offered a ten-point program by means
of which to convey the information needed, *We are not golng to bulld a con-
cern until we peee along to them some knowledge,® he sald,

Speaking of the effective PBaptist witneee¢ 1in the local community, Dr.
Theron Chastain, Executive Secretary, American Baptiat Home Misslon 3ocletles,
described the needs for affording etrong backing to the psators and churches
who face the epeclfic igsues. He looked for more careful etudy of the nature
of the church, and more aeslstance for the locel church in dlscerning the
broad background of the problems they face in the community,

Dr. R. Alton Reed, Executive Secretary, Relief and Annulty Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention, Dallas, Texae, emphasizad that the interpretation
of true Biblical inseights, which Baptiets seek to advance, requiree adequate
tralning and understanding on the part of the pastorse, and free participation
in the 1ife and program of the community,

Dr. Eldon W. Koch, Pastor, Berwyn Baptiet Church, College Park, Maryland,
teamed up with Rev, Gordon B, Anderson, Paetor, Lakeside Baptist Church, Mue-
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kegon, Michigan, and chairmen of the Board of Trustees of the Baptist ¢ :
Conference of m:lorico., to advocate careful attention to our semantic probl
urging that olarity of goncept le nesded to avoid negativiem,

Dr. Erneat F. Campbell, Paptor, Piret Baptist Church, Alexandria, Virgy
ia, stressed the need fop keeping conetantly before our people the spsoif
inetances where our freedom to worship God as we are led is sndangered,

Dr. A. Lincoln Smith, Pastor, Congress Heighte Baptiet Church, la,ﬁiugton
D. C., called attention to the vast resources for research Tield ¢

church-etate relations avallable in the nation's capital, spd urged that
take advantage of them, poesibly through a program of renoTshipn.

With reference to the questlon on how t¢ gein understan ing of and respec
for our Baptist positicns on the partof legislatore and public officials, Krs
Carl Tiller of Cheverly, Maryland, outlined the varlous means by which ous
viewe can be made Xnown to these national leaders, 3he pointed out that it
important for ug to try to understand thelir views ags well, and seld, *We cannc
act like a pressure group, but should lesrn to speak with the reasoned convle
tion of the chosen group that we sre.*

Dr. A. C. Miller, Executive 3Secretary, Chrietian Life Commiseion, Soutt
ern Baptist Convention, sald that leglelators and public officials come fre
among the people and therefore should be equipped even before they enter the
poeitions with s knowledge of whet Baptists belleve. We have a long range ed
cational job to do in building the eoll out of which these officlale come, R
emphesized that we must reaffirm our positions and reetate the principles tha
gupport our poeitione on the besis of scriptural teaching, *During the la
few years we have been growlng eo much we have been content with that growd
and have elmply sald, *We are doing all right. Just look at our statistics,
Someone night ralee a’question ae to whether we Baptlasts sre growing or wheth
weo are just spreading. We have been spresding so much that we have not tska
time to really grow in knowledge of what hae made Baptisgte.®

In speakingof making Baptiet ineights understood among non-Saptiste around
the world, Dr. Bsker J, Cauthen, Executive Sec¢retary, Foreign Miselon Board,
Southern Baptist Convention, noted that this category includes the preponder-
»ance of the world's population. In addition to the great non-Chrietian sagments
such ae Buddhilsm, Hindulem, Confuclianism, Islam, the Communist bloc¢, there are
the Roman Cathollc end Baetern Catholic churches, as well eg our own Chrilestia
evangelical friends who are not ocuite aware of our Baptist point of view,

*The baeic thing is that we ourselves should know our own poeltions,® Dr.
Cauthen sald. "God, our personal God, makes himeeslf known to any man through
& wonderful experience of vital dynamic living faith that sperks between person
and person, Out of this grows the 1des that He comes to any individual man of
woman anywhere in the world end their own epiritusl needs are in a poeition %
be met." Dr. Cauthen reviewed some of the circumetances in the world today
that have a bearing on how we make our witnese, such as the new nationalism
riging in many countries, the regurgence of the ancient religione of the
Bastern world, the challenge of world Communiem.

He algo pointed to the effective witness of *“following our Lord to the
crose.....let us not ferget that inside these areag of suffering are the met
and women who are called upon to go to prigon, t0 see a church burned dows;
thelr euffering and etanding for their principles are among the most effectiv
ways of making Baptist beliefs known and accepted sround the worlad,®*

Dr. Frank H, Woyke, Executive Secretary, North Americen Baptist Geners!
Conference, spoke of the importance of remembering that our Baptiet genius 181
regenerate church membership, "The beet way we cen meet others end cooperat?
with them is to be committed to our own way and to understand our own way.'




