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AMERICAN EDUCATION WEBK

November 11-17, 1956 has been degignated as American Sducation Week, The
woek has been an annual observence since 1921; it is sponsored jointly by the
Netional Education Agsoclation, American Lagion, U.8, Office of Education, and
National Congrees of Parents and Teachers *for the purpose of informing the pub-
lic of the accomplishments and needs of the public schocle and to securs the
cooperation and support of the public in meeting these needs.®

It 18 appropriate that American Educatlon Week ehould follow immediately
after the national election, that 1t should be the first thing to which the na-
tion'e gttention 1¢ attracted after the new government has been eelected, and
that 1t ehould begin on Veterans' Day. American atastesmen of all generstions
and all parties have seen clearly the importance of adequate public education
for the democrstic institutlone based on ths Declaratlion of Independence and the
Conatitution.

Advieing generatione to come, George Waahington in hie farewell addrese in-
cluded this: *Promote then ee an object of primsry importance, Inetitutions for
the general Aiffusion of knowledge. In proportion ae the structure of govern-
ment givee force to public opimion, it is eseentisl that public opinlon ehould
be enlightened.* Jefferson put 1t 1in theee worde: *If a natlon expecis to be
ignorant and free, in a state of civilization, 1t expecte what never wre and
never will be.* Abraham Lincoln gave this evaluation: "I view 1t as the moet
important subject we ss a people can be engsaged in." "Without popular education
no government which reste on popular action can long endure," are the words of
Woodrow Wileon,

*The soclial and economic preblems confronting us are groving in complexity.
The more cczplex and difflcult theee problems bezome, the more eagentisl 1t 1ia
to provide orosd and complete education; that kind of education that will equip
us a8 A nation to declide thepe probleme for the best intereet of all concerned,*
These cre worde from Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Dwight D. Elsenhower hae put 1t
trie way: ¥“Because our echoole help shapa the mind and character of our youth,
the atrength or weakness of our educational eystem today will go far to deter-
mine the strength or weaknees of our national wiedom and our nationsl morallty
tomorrow, "

The National Education Aesociation through ite Educetlonal Policies Comm}e-
eion pointed to the above relationshipe in 8 very puccinct 1955 publication an-
titled *Public Educatlon and the Future of America.* One of the well-pteted
principles of that l1ittle volume 1le thle one: "However, only an educetion epe-
cifically designed to support end advance freedom, equality, and eelf-government
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will do s0. One cannct wisely put his faith uncritically in Just any kind

education no matter how much there is of 1t, Anti-democratic and totalitar

nations ere as vitally interested in education as are the democracles. Few g

the latter have been as concerned with schools ae Nazl Germany, prewar Japan, am

contemporary Russias. The «crucial question, then, 1s the kind as well ap

extent of education. Americans today more than ever need an éducation oomyﬁ
e principles of their dlstinctive way of 1life.

Hundreds of thoueande of competent and well-trained young pe n every
community in the nation are giving themeelves to the task of esucating the
1dly increasing number of young people in our midst, Thelr succese, however, §)
largely conditioned by the cooperation, support, and guidance diven by the peopls
and institutions which comprise the soclal life of that commynity. We may well
expect that the more spiritually minded eegment of the American community will

be in the forefront in thle interest.
TRAE TEACHER JHORTAGE

At the opening of the present school year, the U.3, Office of Education re-
ported that 32,800,000 ¢tudents entered public elementary and secondary schools,
That office estimated the teacher shortage as being 120,700 and offered ominous
evidence that the situation 1is bound to get worse rather than better the next
fow years.

The children who have alresdy been born will increase public elementary amd
high school enrollments 30% in the next ten years. This will mean that the total
teaching force must be expanded more 1in the next ten yeare than 1t hae been In
the last thirty-five; three new teachers must be recruited during the next ten
years for each two that we now have, which means a recrulting of 200,000 teachers
per year for the next ten years,

Approximately 400.000 people graduate from American collegee each year.
Thie will mean that 50% of the college graduates would be needed in the teaching
force to meet our needs. During recent years eapproximately one-fifth of the
college gradustes have gone into teaching.

The situation in the psrochial schools of the nation ie not greatly differ-
ent. an editorial in the January ?, 1956 1ssue of the Jesult publication Americs
stated: PHere's the atory in sobering figures. In 1952 there were 29,000 Teach-
ers, ¢1x religlous to one lay teacher, in 2,200 U.3. Cetholic¢ high echools am
academiee providing for 550,000 pupils. To meet the needs of 1960, present

facilities must bes expanded and many more schoole built for an estimated totsl
of 910,000 students, -

*What about the elementary-school aituation? In 1954, there werse 9,300
Catholic grade echools with 3.15 million boye and girls in attendance, These
youngeters were taught by 72,000 teachere. The proportion of religious to laf
teachers was eeven to one. Within thie present decade, along with the enlarging

of present school plants, enough new schoole muet be built t date a ne¥
total of 3.6 milliona.® ' € u ¢ accomodate a

The editorlal closed by appealing for ,more teachers, whether they come af
priests, brothers, eleters, or a8 lay teachers, and with the reminder: ’,,.Cath-

::;:;I:h:m our natlonal responeidllity for building and atafring good public

30ME INTERESTING TRENDS

In April of this year the U.8, Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Stand-
arde, reported on trends in youth employment and school enrollment. Since 195
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exployment of youths 14-17 ysars of age has incressed by 350,000 or from 23 to
268 of the population of these ages. Thie incresse 1is entirely among .chgol-
snrolled youth, working at part-tise Jobs outside school hours., In 1953,
1,282,000 or 17% of all echool-enrolled uth had Jobs; in 1955 this number
reached & post-war high of 1,722,000 or 228 of the in-school group,

The report showed, however, that during this same period there has been a
decline in opportunities for youngsters who drop out of school, Of the million
youth 16-17 not enrolled in echool, 55% had jobs in October, 1955, compared with g
598 1n 1953. The proportion unemployed in this ege group continued to be high.
Or thoee identified by the census as in the labor force, 15% were unemployed in
1955, compared with 12¥ in 1953,

The trend toward part-time employment on the part of young people who are
ét11l in school may well be viewed as constructive, inasmuch ap it gives the per-
son economic status and responsibility while still in echool.

Looking at the problem simply from the viewpoint of supply of workers, the
Labor Department points out that most good Jobs today require at least s high
achool education. Of 71 "shortage' occupations, the minimum educational require-
ment was four yeare of echooling at the high-echool level or more for all 71.
*Our country needs persons with skill and knowledge,® saye the Labor Department
report, ®Because sducated people are neesded, and wanted, they get the Job pref-
erence.* "In almoet every occupation a high-school AIploma is the minimum needed
for desirable employment and promotion. It ie your calling card to advancement.,®

The Labor Department's concern for an educated labor force in the nation
pight well be translated into comparable tarms in the interests of the advance-
ment of our Chrietian falth. A survey of the man-power regources of our churches
would most certainly reveal that millions of Chrietisng are exercising an influ-
ence far below their potential, simply for the lack of the compstance which comes
from an adequate, general education,

The Protestant heritage with its emphasle on the authority of the Scriptures
reste on the aeseumption of a literate public, a public that not only can, but
doep, read,

° BACK TO 3CHOOL

At the beginning of thie school year a "Back-to-8chool Committee*, spon-
sored Jointly by the U,3, Departments of Labor and of Health, Education and ¥el-
fare, appealed to American youth to return to school. The fact eheet which they
releansod revealed that on the basle of today's predictions a high school sduca-
tion may be worth from $30,000 to $50,000 over s total 1life tims. The committee
showed that e high echool graduate ehould earn 850,000 more than the eighth
grade graduate and £30,000 more than the etudent who starts high school but does
not finieh. The final year of high school can add $466 to a man's annuel 1income,
8ald the fact sheet: while the eighth grade makes an addition of %303 to a per-
don's earning power per year, the eleventh grade adds $238, and the twelfth grade
$466. 9tatlstical studies were also reviewed to show that a person with a good
education 18 much less 11kely to be unemployed than one who has left school
prematuraly,

A back-to-school movement 1in the churches of Americsa would normally be
based on a motivation which 1s more distinctively Christlan. Furthermore, ut_xch
a movement should apply not only to high school youth, but to the college age,
to the college graduate, and to the adult of all ages. Zontinued personal growth
1s a fundamental principle of the Christian life.
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RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND SCHOOL NOTBS :

In recent weeks guidebooks for the teaching of wmoral and spiritual valuy
in the public schools have bsen adopted in Florides end 1in New York City.

4
States School Superintendent Thomas D. Balley of Floride explained
guldebook shows teachers how they can handle the question of moral and spyritual

state.* The guldebook 1ligts *fundamental cornerstones® in moral and epir
valuss which 1t says can be taught in the pudlic schools and/epecifies * =
guards against dencminational teaching in the public echool | clasercoms and
ageinet violation of any child's religlous freedoxs.* / <

values without violating the law on the principle of eeparatlon rulszﬁ

The original New York statesment, approved by the Board of Buperintendents
in June, 1955, was strongly supported by the Roman Catholic Archdlocese of New
York and etrongly opposed by Protestant and Jewlsh groupe, as vell as by organi-
zations of teachers and of parents, A reviged statement wae 1ssued in July,
1956; public hesrings were held in September; and the Board of Educatlion unani-
mously voted epproval in October, 1956 despite continued opposition by a number
of groups, Opponentg voiced concern that 1te adoption might lesd to the indoo-
trinaticn of school children in certsin religlious beliefe and that 1t ¥would
logically and inevitably lead toc a religious test for teachers {for) how elss
could there bs a guarantee that belief in God and the supernatural would dbe
taught sincerely,.®

The New Zealand House of Reprepentatives last month rejJected a Roman Cath~
olic petition aeking state aid for private schoole. The chairman of ths House
gducation Committee reported that many witnesses held that the tradition of
church-sgtate uepsration. would be impaired i1f such a petition were granted,

The Evangelical Confederation of Colombis reported recently that 1n March,
1956, members of the Junior Chamber of Commerce of Magangue, Bolivar Department,
sought the approval of the local Inspector of Education, in thie city as in many
othere a Roman Csthollc priest, for e primesry school thsy intended to open. They
had slready secured the approval of the 3chool Supserintendent of the Department
for thlie achool which would have accomodated chilldren for whom thers 1s no root
in the publie schools, It is reported thet at present only 36% of the echool age
children of Magangue can attend school because of the lack of classrooms,

Father Vergara said that he would not approve the school unless a portrait
of the Sacrad Heart of Jesus were enthroned in the clessrcom and unlesa the Chame
ber would remove 3r. Luls a Rublano from its membership. 8r, Rubiano, a Protas-
tant Christian, was s founding member of the Chamber. The priest dsclared thst
if the organization would carry out hie ordsrs he would recommend that the gchool

be granted governmment approval and that he would give 1t all poesibla support,
evén to teaching a course, if neceseary.

In 3pein, also, education is under clerical control. The first paragraph
of Article XXVI of the 1953 Concordat between the Vatican and the govognmgt gf
Spelin states: *Inall institutions of learning---whatever their level and purpodsd
and whether bslonging to the State or not--education will be impartad in accord-
ance with the dogmatlc and morml principles of the Catholic Church.?

In Denmark, where there 1p algo s state church, end where the law epecifies
that religious instruction ®must be in accordance with the teachinglp of the
Bvangelical Lutheran Church®, a Roman Cathollc has been appointed principal of &
pll-h-ry #chool for the first time. The Copsnhagen paper Kriasteligt Dagblad ap-
plauded the appointment, saying that it 1s only right and reasonable tEﬁTﬁom

Catholic can bacome principal of e school, and expre
ri ssing t 1ler
arrangsment might ba made for Proteetante'in Sp:];n. B e e [RES




