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THE APRIL 15, 1957 DEADLINE

The 1954 revision of the soclal security lsw gave minlsters the opportunity
of choosing whether or not to exerclee thelr privileges se cltizens by beconing
members of the soclal escurity pregram. In order to avold any involvement of
the churches, the law provided that the minleters could be covered on a "pelf-
erployed? basle, Thoese who were miniatere prior to January 1, 1955 muet exer-
clee thelr choice by msking their application prior to April 15, 1957 if thay
wigh to become members.

Many denominational information chennelas have carried these feacte., However,
it is poeelible thet not all ministers are pware of the spprosching desdline,

THZ CHURCHES AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

The relationenips among neticns are usually thought of and hendled with en
emphasle on realiem in contrset to ideslism or moral principle. The underlying
ngsumptions, however, are only pertiaslly valid, The religlous ineighte and the
morel principles to which pecple arcund the world are committed conetitute a
publie opinion clinate that doee eveluste snd check the sctlons of governments,

The dipturbed recent internationsl scene hae brought forth from verlous
churches corporeste expressione, Thelr influence ie difficult to estimete,

From the official ceslebration of Remembrence Nay 1956 by the Government of
the gtate of Heese, Germany, Professor Helmut Gollwitzer of the thecology deperti-
nent at Bonn epoke of the Hungerirn eituation aes proving "thsat people cennot be
permenently degraded into mere raw moterial for their rulers to mould Just ae
they wish, They (the Hungariens) have given freeh pslgnificence to the worde
‘justice', 'freedon' and 'demccracy' which we so often misuse. The spirit of
tre people has exercised such pressure, in face of the ermoured divieions and
tre secret police, that chanses took plece which we would never have belleved
rossible, and of which we Btill cannot foresee the repercussions,” Professor
follwitzer said thet thle is not the moment to propound political doctrines bu‘E
"in our thoughts on Remembrance Day our first concern muet be for the people of
Hungary, e bow our hesds in recognition of their hereic struggle snd thelr im-
rergurable secrifice. They are fighting for our cause, for human freedom in Toce
of tyranny; thet is why I hope our minde are tortured by the problem of how to

help them, without setting the whole world ableze.*

The Federal Councll of Evangelical Churches in Itsly 1ie quoted by the Ecu-
cenical Prees Jervice ag rebuking *the recourse to srwe end viclence which hsve

come to charmcterize internstionel relationships.'
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Dr. Eugens Carson Blake, president of the National Council of Churches, §
a statement assuring President Bisenhowsr of support for his policy of acting
through the United Nstione said that, "The moral force of world opinion shouly
be heeded in every responsible action which may help to mske for more Justics,
freedom and psace in Hungery and oppresged rreas,’

A Joint etetement issued by slx Protestant, Roman Catholic, e Jewigh
clergymen and laymen saluted the Hungarian struggle for liberty as y "fight of
ell the people in which men, women and children of all backgroynd@ =nd ell rell.
Klous loyalties have participated with equal courerge and deférmination,¥ demon.
etrating that the Yhuman spirit can etend up ageinst overwhelming material power,!

Many Amerlcan groupe are sslling upon thelr people t¢ give generously for
the relief of Hungerlsn suffering and for the welcoming of Hungerlan refugees,

The Canadian Council of Churches expreseed thenke to God for the imaginative
and constructive leadership shown by Canada in the emergency seesions of the
United Netions in advocating the creastion of a United Nations' police force for
the Suez areeg.

The Canadian Council ¢f Churches 1z aleso quoted as expressing "deep appre-
hengion and concern at the represslon of religlous groups snd the denial of free-
dom of public worship to eome in Spain and Colombla in the recent past.' The
Councll inetructed 1ite Executive Comnittes %o try to work through the Unilted
Natlons for the restoration of religioue freedom in these countries. They alss
auggested thet a team of churchmen, representing the Commiaslon of the Churches
on International Affairs and the Internstional Migeionary Council should arrange
a vieit to Colombla, Dr, 0. Frederick Nolde and Dr. John A, Mackay were sug-
gested for the vielt.

TRAINING CONGRES3MEN

The Catholic 3tandard, archdiocesan paper for Washington, D. C., in the
December 7, 1G58 lssue reports a etudy of the membership of the new Congreas to
g8ee how many are Georgetown University alumni, The study showed thet fifteen
«alumni of Georgetown University will be members of the 85th Congrees. Four of
the fifteen are in the Senate and eleven in the House of Repreesentatives.

The four genators included 1in the list are Dennis Chavez, New Mexico; Lyn-
don B. Johnaon, Texas; Joseph C, 0'Mahoney, Wyoming; end Alan Bible, Neveds,

The 1iet of repreeentatives begins with Rep. John W. McCormack of Maseachu-
sotts, Houee majority leader, who holde an honorary degree from the Univereity.
Is -addition the following are 1listed se alumni: Martin Dies, Texes; John D,
Dingell, Michigan; Ed Edmondeon, Oklahoma; Burr P, Harrison, Virginia; Peul J.
Kilday, Texas; James T. Patterson, Connecticut; John M. Robieon, Jr., Kentucky,

Antonl N, Sedlak, Connecticut; Richard M. 9impson, Pennsylvania; and Francis E.
Yalter, Pennsylvania,

L - ” ™Y

S30CIAL LBGISLATION AND CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS

A recent report from the Social Legisletion Information Service summarized
the increasing role of the federel government in planning snd financing communl-
Lty aervices in the flelde of health, education, and social wolfere, The stud]
liate forty-one areas in which 1956 brought important developmenta. In meny of
the forty-one sreas the problem of interrelationship between the political in-
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titutions and those of the church are problematic. 1
:ha hature of the problems involved, P ¢. The following 1llustirrtes

The President's Committes on Education Beyond the High School is seked to
study the nation's higher educstionael neede. It is oetimstod thet by 1970 the
wpber of young people geeking higher sducation will be doubled Af not tripled.
iany different plens for federsl seelstence have been suggested. All of the
jropoeale involve difficult questions regerding the distribution of aseistance
ynd the criterla to be used in eelecting eligible achools,

The Netional Inetitutes of Health will now contrin e “Center for Aging Re-
seerch.” The natlon now hes twelve milllon people who sre over 65 vesrs of age
end will, by 1970, hsve eighteen million, The new progrem le deelgned to facll-
itete research with reference to the problems of growing old. Many if not most
of the inetitutions for the aged sre church inetitutione and willl be directly or
indirectly involved in the studles,

The donation of surplue property continues, During the perlod of July-
lgust, 1956, property which originally cost 258,000,000 was donsted to education-
¢l and public health sgencies and institutionsa. No studies have been reported
16 to The amount of such property which goes to church-related institutions.

Provision for ths expension of medlcsl rasearch fecilitieg ie mede by m2one
of a three year program with approved expenditures of #90,000,000 in federal
eranta, Thege grante are avallable to "public end non-profit! inetitutione to
seelet in building and equlpping research facilities in medicine, ceteopathy,
dentletry, public health, snd related health sciences,

The echuol lunch progrem now involves sn expenditure of $100,000,000 to pro-
vide meals for 12,000,000 children in over 56,000 participating echools. In eome
otatse pert of these funde willl! be used for school lunchee in privete schoola sé8
wll 8 1n the public scheools.

Community non-profit orgenizations are described se recelving the bulk of
the t1,000,000 for vocationsl rehabilitetion projects, How many of the orgeni-
wmtione involved in the continued expaneion of the rehabllitetion prosram are
church-related organizations would be difficult to detsrmine,

Hospltsl conetruction grants, expanded in 1956 by an appropristion of
125,000,000, are available to public end non-profilt sgenciles.

A new program of research was authorized in the fleld of socisl security.
for the firet time federel grents wlll be made to lesrn more about the ceuses of
poverty, soclsl breakdown, ae well se the euccessful methods of rehabllitatlon.
"he funds appropriated for thig purpose are avalladle to aetates end to "pubdblic
°r other non-profit® organizations and agencles for paylng part of the cost of
regearch or demonstration projects.

The report covering the forty-one arerg 1ls svallable from the Social Legle-
lation Information Service, 1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington 6, D, C.
"he Information Service aleo hese reporte svallable, at 25¢ per copy, covering
the following arese:

Federsl Ald for Juvenlle Delinauency Control
Recommendatione of Federal-State Conference on Aging
Principle Provisions of 3ocial Security Amendments of 1956
Public Health snd Medical Research Appropriations
Federnl-3tate Vocatlonal Rehabilitatlon Program

Library Service in Rural Areas

Report of the White House Conforence on iducatlon
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Federsl Benefits Avalleble to Veterans and Their Dependente
President's Commfttes on Education Beyond the High School

A LABORATORY i

/
The province of Quebec, Canada, offere the neareet labpratory situstin
evallable for study by the friends of parochleliem. ~

A vear sgo, Octeber 1955, the Quebsec Court of Appenle éu‘.ed that the sducs.
tion of the childran of Jehovahls Witnesees wee the mspoanbnity of Protestant
school boerds. The Protestant boards contended that these chlldren were wnot
Protestants snd belonged in the Roman Cetholic achocls. An esrlier declelon I
the Quebec 3Superior Court had supported the Protestant position,

The province hae a dual or Yconfeselonal® syetem of education, Under thelr
system any rellgious group which 1s in the majority in a community hee the obli.
gatlon to educrts 211 the children, However, if a minorlity group wishes to pro.
vide tts own education it mey form a "dissident school boerd." This duallsn he
been limited to Roman Catholies and Protestants.

The issue ralsed in the 1955 declaelon wee eseentirlly the same a8 the om
that was cerried in 1926 to the Privy Councll in London., At that time it wm
decided thet Jewish schoolsa would heve to be get up in the city of Montresl,

It 18 to be expected that the Jehovah'e Witneeseo willl not be aatlsfile
with the cleseification nor with the education which they recelve undsr th
Protestant school hperdg. If thelr numberse ehould Iincremse to such an exten
thet 1t bsecomes possible, they will, of couree, heve to seek a 8chool eyetem of
their own lest the children learn scmething thet they are not seupposed to knov
while mretering the three R's.

Other sspects of the same problem appeer 1n the current CpJetan Chabet
caes, Among the Jehovsh'e Wltnesses converte was a certmain Mr. Chsbot who the
instructed hils chlldren not to participeste 1in the reciting of prayers to ih
Virgin Mary, in kneeling before her image, or Ain ueing the rosary. He aleo re-
fused to heve them study Romean Catholic cetachiem and history. As there wmg n
Proteptant echcol in the community, tha only opportunity for en educestion for
the Chabot children wae in the Roman Cetholic achool, 8Since they were unable %
conform to the school program because of religlous convictiones, they becem
gullty of 1ineubordination end were expelled Decamber 10, 1953, They have the
privilege of going back to echool whan the frther decides thot they mey teke
Romen Cathollc religlous inetruction. 'Since there 18 no other school wlthh
fi1Tty miles, the children have not attended achool elnce December 10, 1957,

Gradually mobllity of population will come, even to Quebec, MNore end more
people are leerning to understand Englieh. With the lncresped use of radlo an
televislon tha concept of Yreligiloue dualism” will cerisinly glve way to "reli-
gloue plurellsm® and the courts of Quebec will have edditlonal probleme of
cleasificetion. s

Since the educationsl eyetem of the province of Quebec ie bullt on sucd
radicslly different linee from our United Jtetes aystem, it 18 worthy of ver!
careful study before we unknowingly sdopt the seme principles, The sesumptiol
thet the functlon of instruction of youth ie a monopoly of the church canof
courge be found in other social orders, but none 1s »s conveniently by nor #
avalleble for study me 1e that of Quebec, The educstionsl gvetem end 1ite frult?

a8 represented in the seoclal order are worthy of ettention br snv who visit the
province.




