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CHURCH=-STATE I88UES FOR 1957

Literally thousands of bills are thrown into the legislative hopper during
the opening days of a new Congress. Many of these bills are offered by the
representatives cut of conslderation for some movement or public opinion ele-
cent in their home constituencies without any serious expectation of paseage.
Some proposals, then, egre perennial with 1ittle attention. On thes other hand,
in the matters thet ere politically slive and in whioh some kind of action ie
to be expected, many representatives will turn in bills dealing with the eame
subject, All propoesals are referred to one of the etanding committees,

Anong the fields that seem very much politicelly alive now at the opening
of the B5th Congrese, several have very important church-stete relationships.
¥r, Kelley (D,-Pa.) was able to gain the Houee No, 1 for his new bill propoe~
ing federal aid for echool construction, Other bille in thie eame fleld heve
since been offered by Mr, Perkins (D,-Ky.), Mr. Donchue (D.-Mess.), Mr, Elliott
(D.-Ala.), Mr, Frelinghuysen (R.-N.J.), Mr, Powell (D.-N.Y.), Mr, Kearns (R,.-
Pa, ), and perhape seversl others.

All the above proposale‘heve been referred to the Committee on Education
and Lebor. Thie Committee will hold hearings and formulate a propoeal to the
Houge, The edminigtration’s propoeal hes not yet been completed but will cer-
teinly be added withln the coming waeks,

Baptiste, me traditional friends of the public school eystem and of sepa-
rationof church and stete, will certzinly be interseted in encoursging the mem-
ters of the Committee on Educatlon and Labor in the Houee and the Committes on
Lebor end Public Welfare in the 3enate to make the vocabulary of the final pro-
roeals elear in principle snd purpose, Some of the suggested measures are
clear in that they propose funde for use of public schoole only, while othere
seem to be lese cleer in prineciple,

Another group of bills have been offered suggesting a syatem of losne to
students at the post-high-school level, Bille to thie intent have been offered
by Mr, Kelley {D.-Pa.), Mr. Poage (D.-Tex,), Mr. EBlliott (D.-Ala.), Mr, Boland
(D.-Mags. ), Mr. Rodino (D.-N.J.), Mr, Donohue (D,-Mass.), and Mr. Multer (D.-
K.Y.). These bills have also been referred to the Committee on Education and
Labor,

Some bille propoes revisions in the tax lawe in such manner za to change
the relestionehip between the institutions of the churches and the government,
A blll by Mr. Harrieon (D,-Va,) 1s described 1in the Congreeglonal Record ae
“ps b1l to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 to grant nonproflt educs-
tionsl inetitutions exemptions from the exclee taxes which are now applliceble
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to public educetionsl institutions.® A bill by Nr. Dercunien (R.-N.Y.) 1s de.
sgrgbod as "A blll te exempt churches from the exclse taxX on bowling alleys,
billiard and pool tables.” :

Mr, Poage (D.-Tex.) +has proposed a bill “to authorize the Secretapy of
Health, Eduzﬁuon, and Welfare to make loans for the construction of non-pZorlt
hospitals.® This bi1ll was referred to the Committee on Interstate and foreign
Comnmerce.

A new fleld of church-gtate relationshipe ariese in the movement to des-
ignate churches as part of the United States park system.| (See August, 1954
Report from the Cepital.) A bill by Mr, Dollinger (D.-N.Y|J would designate

T. Annve Churchyard 1n the c¢lty of New York as a natlomal ehrine.® A bill
by Mr. James (R.-Pa.) would "suthorize the Secrstary of the Interior to pro-
ceed with the development of the Independence National Hietorical Park® 1in
Philadelphia. A bill by Mr. Byrne (D.-Pa.) would "authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to acquire certain additional property to be included within the
Independence National Hletorical Park.® Undoubtedly additional scoresof bllls
will make thelir sppearance which need careful study fromthe viewpoint of pres-
ervetion of our American traditions 4in church-state relationships, In some
inetances companion bills have besn introduced 1n the Senate,

ROMAN CATHOLIC EDUCATION POLICIES MADE CLEAR

Inpediately after the national electione, in the lpeue of November 10,
1956, the Jesult magazine America published a lengthy article entitled "Aid to
Private and Parochlal Schools® by Richard Joyce Smith. Basing the arguments
on the etrong position of the Roman Cathollc inetitutions 1n the state of Con-
necticut, the author presees all the argumesnts for ®"aid.' The institutional
and control factors "are by-passed on the assumption that public funds should
be used to "ald" children without concern about the institutions thet control
those children,

In the matter of transportation the argument goee thie way:

"The use of public funds to transport chilldren to achool is justifi-
able only because the community requires children to go to school,
and therefore ehould see to 1t that thelir health or safety ig not
threatened by unreasonably long Journeys on foot amlong pudblic high-
ways. Whether the chlld goes to a public school, a parochial school
or a privately endowed school, the Journey to and from schocol can be
equally hazardoue, and the community's concern for the child's health
and pafety should be falrly exhibited in semch csge,"

With reference to health programs the reasoning is this:

“Similarly, if a community bellieves the phyelcsl condition of 1tse
children ie important enough to justify the uee of public schoolae es
altes for extenaslve programs in physical educstion and prophylactic
health activities, it would seem necesssry to use the privete and
parochial schools for the same purpose, No thoughtful citizen would
say that, vlewed as a community matter, the health and well-beling of
hundreds of its children should be ignored simply because the parents

of tHe children have exerciged their right to mend ther to private
achools.

The author then contends that!

"The 8smé reasoning applies to many other remedial activitles now
carried on at the public schools. If literscy and emotional atabil-
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ity are important community essets, then 1t 1s just as important to
help the retsrded or dilsturbed child who attends a private achool as
it 18 to provide speclal teachers, psychologists, vieiting teschere
and the llke for pudbliec-gchool pupile. , . . . . .

*How far mny community or easny particular State should go in meking
contributione to the education of puplls in private snd parochial
schools eesms to be sesentially a question of practical policy to be
detormined at the level of the particular community. If, for in-
stance, a city in Connecticut could avold the coet of bullding and
oparating a new school in one of its districts by contributing a
relatively small amount per pupil for the sxtenaion of an existing
parochiel echool, the conmunity ought to be allowed that alternative
as a matter of econony,®

From this remgoning it would followthat any institution which can eucceed
in forcing its way into the educationaml fleld is then by virtue of ite exist-
ence entitled to support by the taxing authority of the state without consider-
atlon of the purpose for which the achool exists or of the democratic nature
of its control,

Rather ominouely the author eseems to feel that the public school system
of Connecticut is already at the mercy of those who contrul the parochial
gchools, In calling for a "partnership® which will give support to the paro-
chial schools, he says:

"The inevitability of euch a partnership 1s lndiceted by the atrong
poselbllity that in some cltles it may be necessary for the parochial
schoole to send back to the public schoole thelr students in certain
grades to make room for the expanded numbers in the remsining gredee.
The effect of such s move, say in the town of Thompson, where the
school pepulation is now split fifty-fifty between public and paro-
chial achoole, would be chaotic unless some prrtnership arrangement
were worked out., If the parochial schools in Thompeon were to declde
to concentrate on four out of the elght elementary grades, the town
would be faced with the necesality of meeting an immediate increase of
rirty per cent in the public achool enrollment, When we conglder tha
gigantlc effort, financial and adminilgtrative, that is now required
to meet even a ten-per-cent incresse in publlc echcol eanrollment,
the impossibility of coping with such a sudden shift le obvious,*®

CARDINAL McINTYRE IN DALLAS

Cardinal McIntyre of Los Angsles, Cslifornia, carrled essentlally the seme
rzasoning into his addrees at Dallse in early December. The Cardinal proposed
that 1f frederal ald 1s to be given for education it should be given to the
persan rather than to the institutlon,

A8 reported December 15, 1956 by the Tablet, a Romsn Catholic weekly pub-
‘1shad in Brooklyn, the Cardinal sald:

“Perhaps a solution has alreadvy been found in the policy of our gov-
ernment 1in the educatlonal provieions of the G. T. Bill of Rights.
Here wae ald glven to the individual, irrespective of the school
attended. Here wag a novel and eminently successful method of edu-
cational ald, high in gecord with the Amerlcan gpirit of Justice and
fair play,

“There are many who doubt the immedliacy and question the urgency of
federal aid to eduecation, but 1Iif federsl ai1d le to be reality, this
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ald cen well come with justice in the formula of the much heralded
8. I. Bill of Rights.

"There would be no question of 1injustice, for all would receive a
proportional share ih the distribution thelr taxes provided, Neithery
would the sudject of religion intrude itself, nor could the shib
leth of union of church and state be raised, for the allowance wpnld
not be pald to any school but to the parsnte of the child. ./

*And banished forever from our fears would be the elemént of compul-
sion in education that rankles the spirit of freedom.y

Obviously, the Cardinal was clearly aware of the concern of some Southern
people for the continuation of eegregated echools even 1f they muet be pri.
vate' schools. Apparently the commitment of the Roman Catholic church to de-
segregation would not prevent advancing *private" echools if in the procem
parochial echools can aleo be advanced. P*A1d® for the *indlvidual® seemed to
the Cardinal to be the formula which will solve the impasee into which federal
ald leglelation has come,

The responee of the Southern etstes to this proposal remalns to be seen,
The Dallae Morning Newe on Decembsr 12, 1954 carriad an initiel response under
the headlng VEpiscobapteriesng ObJect.® This facetious applicatlion of the
theorem concluded:

Tt would be wrong to tax Cardinal McIntyre to educate Holy Roller
children to jump up end shout in the meetinghouse. And it would be
wrecng to tex him to teach Jehoveh's Witneas children to epurn the
flag, refuse military service in the country's defense and denounce
clergy ae & brdnch of the devil'e service,

“Ap a matter of fact, Cardinal McIntyre, as an Archblghop and a ohurch
corporation, escepes taxation, Insofar as he 18 directing charitable
and nonprofit asctivities of <the Kingdom of Heaven on earth, that ie
falr, But any tax-endowed church 1p wrong,®

THE WIDER BACKGRUUND

Protestant obaservere are often perplexed at the insistence of the hier-
archy that the children of the Romen Catholic parents muet at any coet galn
their 3 R's and cormmon knowledge from "the Church.* All branchee of Chris-
tlanity belleve in an adequate program of religloues instruction in addition %o
the common learning given by the community, However, the groups that fesl they
must csll for the support of the coercive powers of the state through taxation,
pelice power, or otherwilge, to compel or support religious instruction are few,
and reslstance to community education is rare. At leasst a partial anewer to
the Protestant ingquiry regarding the difference was given laat week in an
address by the Pope.

The Pontiff addreesed an audience of teachers from Munich, Bavarlia, The
Bavarlian leglslature paseed a meesure in August, 1955, which will replace de-
r;omtg:ttoinal teacher-treining academies with 3tate operated Inter—denominational

ne ntions,

Ae reported by Religlious News 3ervice, the Pontiff eaid that the "Church’s
world-wide experience has shown that Gatholic doctrine 1s the 'maln gufrerer
in so-called neutral schoole."

The publiclzed estimates of the progress of the Roman Catholle church if
tae United 3tates would not seem to velidate the fearsof the Pope, unleas per-
chance the quality of Catholic doctrine has esuffered in the United States.




