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BAPTIST CONSULTATIONS

The Director’s report to the Joint
Compittee at ite meeting March 28-29
noted a rieing trend among Baptists
toward group thinking on problems in-
volving thelir Ainterpretations of
church-state relations:

"During the past year I belleve I
have observed an incresmsing tendency
on the part of cour Baptist agencles
tc request consultationon problems in
matters of church-state relationships.
In thie spirit I was invited to par-
ticipate last esummer in the program
of the meeting of presidents of col-
leges related to the Americen Baptist
Convention. More recently I was in-
vited to participate in the program
of the hoapital administrators of the
Southern Baptiet Convention in theilr
meeting in Chicago. Similaerly, I wes
invited to have & part in the program
of the editors of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention in theilr meeting here
in Washington. Algo, a conelidersble
nupber of inquiries and conferences
have grown out of specific sltuations
8 confronted by Baptist leaders in
differsnt agencieas.

"The more 1 participate in conver-
gatione regarding these problems, the
more kaenlyI become aware of the wlde
variations of viewpoint and practice
amcng us, Even with the most sysmpe-
thetlc conslderation of the positions
taken, 1 find it impossible to coor-
dinate all of the positions on the
bagis of fundamental principlea,

“In the various interpretations of

the meaning of meparation of church

and stats, thers seem to be three foci
of concern, Some interpretations of
the Firet Amendment have been concerned
that there shall be no institutional
involvements between the church and

s state. This concern has found ox-
preesion in the Suprems Court language
referring to a 'wall of aeparstion'
and has produced what might be termed
a ‘'‘purist! echool of interpretation.
A esecond focus of concern has baen
that there should be no preferment of
one religlous group over another, in
other words, that there should be no
sectarianism in government pollcy, but
that goverhment is not called upon to
remain neutrel in the struggle between
1raligion and irreligion.!' This, of
courpa, 1s the viewpolint of the Roman
¢atholic Church andof some Protestant
groups that are perpetuating more or
less of thelr Buropean background.
The third focus haa bean the concern
thet there should be no coercion in
regard to religion. 1In other words,
that the government must not compro-
mise the religloua freedom of the
person by meane of taxation, pollice
power, or other kind of regulation.
It will be noted that the first of
thees concerns involves itself prima-
rily in the institutional etructure
of our soclety. The esecond concern
involvese itgelf primarily in the eth-
ice of the feirness of our govarn-
ment's relationships to different
raeligious groups. On the other bend,
the third hse been concerned about
freedom for the persaon,

"Normally we would expect to find
Baptist concern centered on the third
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of the above considerations. However,
I do not find that we ‘are all there,
Neither do I find that we are there
on all issues, In fact, our particu-
ler concern has some instebility in.a
particuler eituation, Weare not sure
vhat we guard,

SQur Baptist organization and our
Baptist mentality do not lend them-
selves to the gettlement of these prob-
lemg by means of arbitrary or legal-
legtic rulinge by a canonical court.
Accordingly, there pseems to be no
source of congengsus among us except
by means of incressed coomunicatlons
80 as to build an adequate foundation
of philosophic insight which reflects
the true Bilblical discernments and a
clear analysis of the eocial ingtitu-
tione involved. Thie 18 certainly a

sajor public relatione undertaking.
Yet here again, mountaine may be much
lege formidable in fact than they

appear against the horigon.®

The Joint Committee laid plans for
a larger consultation including repre-
pentatives fromall Baptist state con-
ventions and from all Baptist state
committees on public affairs.

DOMBESTIC LEGISLATION

Current legislative proposals were
+atudied and digcussed 1in the March
meeting of the Joint Committee, Sev-
eral pointe of infrsction of our
tradition were recorded,

The proposals to make a legal hol-
iday of Good Friday were thoroughly
dlscussed. The Committee concluded
that to enact such legislation would
not bring to pase any recognition on
the part of people generally of the
significance which Chrigtians find in
commemorating the Lordts death, Rath-
er 1t would tend to become a *holiday
season® given over to indulgence end
::capism with the resulting desecra-~

on,

The perennially offered “Chrigtian
Amendment® whioh proposes to say that
this nation ®recognizes the authority
and law of Jesus Christ, Saviour snd
Ruler of nations, through whom are
bestowed the blessings of Almighty
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God® was also considered to be out g
1ine with our Aserican tradition ¢f
religlous lidberty for all, includ}

minority groupe. Here agaln the Coa-
pittee held that spiritual experisnce
does not come by leguhtho/l“g.

ments,

The Immigration s (8. 1006,
H.R. 4202, H.R, 4205) were opposed at
the points where thay include prefer-
ential treatment for thoee aliens who
are Sguthoriged to‘perform the minis-
terial or priestly functione of a
recognized religiocus dJdenomination?,
but who are ineligible for asdmiesion
under other immigration laws., The
proposal {Section 7) would alsc make
exceptions for those eongaged by a
recognized religious denomlnation as
ta migsionary, brother, nun, or eis-
ter.' The Committes favors equality
under the law for all people, includ-
ing the servants of the churches. The
people in the church-related vocations
should also be sublect to deportation
in the esame way as other people, the
Committee held,

H.R, 645 propoess to treat tuition
payments to private or parochial
schoole as being deductible as cheri-
table contributions under the income
tax code, The Joint Committee viewed
such expenditures as being payYments
for services rendered and not in the
nature of contributions, Such have
been the rulings of ths Internal Rev-
enue Jervice in the past years.

THE HAITIAN TREATY

The treaty which our State Depart-
ment drafted with representatives froa
Haitl, omitting the clauee on reli-
glous liberty, continues to lie dor-
mant in the filles of the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations.

J)The significance of this draft a¢
a pattern for the nations that have
concordats with the Vatican becomes
increesingly clear with the paseing
of time. Vhille State Department rep-
ressntatives have been inclined W
hold that such a treaty with Hait!
would not have significance in future
negotiations with other countries,
they have also recognized that the
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failure of this draft will prevent the
gge of this fora with other countries.

Reports now current reflect a wil-
1ingness in the State Department to
valt to eee if a new government in
faitl, to be elected in May, may not
be favorably disposed toward the in-
clusion of the custosary clause on
religious liberty., Some reporte from
Haitl have expressed a desire for
such guarantees. The Joint Commit-

tee's interests continue unchanged.

APPRECIATION TO SENATOR MORSRE

The recent sessions of the Baptist
Joint Committes expressed appreciation
to Senator Wayne Morses for recording
in the Congreesional Record, March 1,
1957, the content of certain letters
between our Jecretaryof 3tate and the
¥inister of Foreign Relatlions of Col-
onbia, The Committee was aleo eappre-
cliative that the 3tate Department saw
£it to share these materials through
the Senator, a member of the Jenate
Committee on Foreign Relations and
chairman of the BSubcommittee on
American Republics Affairs,

Senator Moree addressed himself to
the problems of the Protestant mie-
slonaries in Colombla because he fears
that the hopes and promises of 1956
nay not be fully realized. The Sena-
tor summarized the long troubled story
in theee words:

*The basic difficulty stems from
the Colombian Government's interpre-
tation of an agreemsnt which it made
with the Vatican in 1953, end which
gives the Roman Catholic Church spec-
lal privileges and support in areas
degignated as 'mission territories.’'
Thees territories now cover bhetween
two-thirde and three-fourthe of the
entire country., In 1955, the Colom-
blan Government igsued regulations
interpreting this agreement as pro-
hibiting Protestant missions fromact-
ing on behalf of Colomblane in the
niseion territories and as limiting
Protestant pastors to eervices for
Protestant foreigners, Protestant
schoolg in misslon territories had
besn closed earlier, and now Protes-
tant churches were either closed or
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prohibited from receiving Coloablan
congregatione,

“Among the Protestant pastors and
Protestant establighments affected by
thie order were American missionaries
and American property. Some of these
missionaries and pastors are from my
own state, and they have brought this
natter to my attention,

*In April 1956 the Foreign Minlister
of Colombia sent a note to Jecretlary
Dulles eetting forth the rights of
Protestants in Colombia. This note
offered a very hopeful basis for a
solution to the difficulties of Ameri-
cen Protestant missionaries in Colom-
ble. Unfortunately, this solution has
not been achieved., On the contrary,
1solated further acte of violence
against American lives and property
have occurred,

*In December 1956 the Colombian
Foreign Minlister again stated to the
American Apbassador that he hoped a
method could ghortly be found to per-
mit the c¢loeed churches to reopen.

"As the chairman of the Subcommittee
on American Republice Affaelrs of the
Foreign Relatione Committee, Mr, Pres-
ident, I rise today to underline that
hope.*®

Senator Morse was keenly epprecia-
tive of Colombia's participation in
the United Nations toward ®just and
peaceful solutions to world problems®,
and took favorable note of Colombia
ad an "increasingly attractive" field
for American private investments,
However, he felt that the sltuation
has grown woree rather than better in
recent monthe, and eaid he would keep
a close watch on the developments.

The Jeint Committee, epeaking for
Baptiste generally, was glad to see
freesdos deemed more 1important than
buaginess.

AN IMPORTANT LETTER

In the above statement a eigniri-
cant letier was made publlc from Dr,
Evaristo Sourdis, the Minigter of
Forelgn Relations of Colombla, dated
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April 13, 1956. In this letter the
Kinister spells out, under eight head-
ings, the meaning and application of
the religious liberty prévisions of
our treaty of 1846, That treaty says
that:

", ....the citizens of the United
8tates in Colombila may exercise thelr
religion, publiclyor privately, with-
in their own dwelling houses, .or in
the chapels and places of worship ep-
pointed for that purpose, agreeably
to the laws, ussges, and cuetome of
New Graneda.’

The letter agseures the Protestants
in their right of due process of law
with respect to any cosmplaints arising
under the Treaty, and promises that
the Minletryof Justice willl "contlnue
to etudy with all due care® any reo-
perts on the subject including spec-
il reports submitted by represente-
tives officlally appointed by
Protegtants,

Other rights whioh are enumerated
include:

The right to 1instruct their own
(Proteatant) children in echoole.

The right to be admitted to offi-
cial schoole without dlecrimination,

The right to “preeent asnd explain
their doctrine, under the constitution
and pursuant to treaties and legiela-
tion now in force."

Colomblan Proteetante are declared
to heve the eame rights as foreign
Protestantes,

In spite of the deploreble condi-
tiong that Protestants in Colombis
have faced now for a number of years,
it is clear that the religious liber-
ty clauses of this century-old treaty
8t1ll hold seignificent values as an
instrument of freedom,

CARDINAL SEGURA IS DEAD
News diepatchee from Madrid report

the death of Pedro Cardinal Segura
¥ Sasenz. The Cardinal has been a
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power in the Romsn church ever sing
he became a member of the College of
Cardinals in 1926,

Although in recent years ‘
Prince of the church has greatly es
barrassed his colleague e Roman
faith, he apperently has held a power
ful influoncoh fver {:trlfnt;: liinlsp.m,
In reporting s del 5 oligious
!m.%orvlco recallled his Rﬂg—uﬁ
fronm en he’ sald: 91t cauges
one real pain to eee the tolerance
shown towards non-Catholic sects among
us and the indifference of the Catho-
lice towards this question and even
the sympathy they are dlsplaying for
1t."

In thie spirit 3egura wae known as
the moet intraneigent voice of opposi-
tion to rreedom of religion, The Car
dinal's extremism obviously played a
role in the arrangement of the Concor.
dat of 1953 with Franco's governuent
which guarantsaed the church's position
in control of education, Keverthe-
less, he has repeatedly criticiced the
government for *tolerance! to Protes-
tants, advocating even the withdrawal
of the right of private worship.

The death of Cardinal Segura silen-
ces one volceof intolerance epeaking,
as 1t were, out of the past., In re-
porting his death, the New York Times
referred to himas "the Tathollc prel-
ete who Jlooked back nostalglically to
the days of 3pain's ‘'meritorious
Inquisition, '*

The Times said he was "proudly in-
tolerant of tolsrance. He denounca
the freedoms of thought, religion, and
the press as ‘'liberties of perdition’
and blamed them for the 'great evils
of the world, '®

W11l the death of a Cardinal make &
difference in the policles of Spain?
Wes the Cardinal really out of 1ine
with the basic policles of the Ronan
Catholic Church in Speint? Only the
future will anewer thess gquestions.
At present our best guess is that the
Cardinal was only the moet tactlessly
outepoken advocate of a philosophy
that 1a not yet dead.
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