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CHURCH FRIENDS FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION

In ite recent meeting at Omaha, the
General Assembly of the Presbyterisn
Church in the U.S.A. approved a state-
ment proclaiming Presbyterian policy
e unslterably opposed to parochialiem
a8 & school syetem., This report grew
out of » thres year etudy by the
church'e Committee on Religion and
Public sducsetion, established in 1954
to set forth a declaration of policy
for the denomination,

Ae reported by the New York Times
on May 20, 1957, *"The study vigorouely
endoreed the public school system and
'demande the continuesnce of the tradi-
tional principle of eeparation of
church and state,' 1t expressed oppo-
8ltlon to the support of independent
or parochisl schools through the uge
of public funde, 'eince such use vir-
tuelly fevors eetsbllehment of rell-
glon by governnent,!

"The report contended that provid-
ing bue transportation and free text-
books to perochlal achoole not only
would constitute misuseof public funde
but »2leo would leed to 'more and wider!
tlanning to help finance sectarien
echoole.¥ The report oppoeed the I1n-
direct use of public moniee for paro-
chlal echoole even though they are ex-
rended under the legal cestegory of
"welfare funds.®

"“‘We are convinced that in the event
perochisl pchoole become dominant,!
the stetement declered, ‘the free pub-
lic schools will not only be made lese
effective but the heslth of the body

politic will be weakened and freedom
in the community diminished,t?

The etstement eaid that parochial
schoole accentuate differencee, while
"A united copmunity calle forae setting
within which children of all rsligious
and cultural backgrounds freely mingle
and develop sttitudes of conmon under-
etanding and truet.*

Earlier this year, the National
Lutheran Council, including 8 branches
of Lutheranism 1in the United 3Stetees
with about 5 million members, sdopted
e resolution which esld in part, "In
our country, public echools constitute
the chief instrument of general educa-
tion for children.*

Ae reported in the Wsehinzton Poet
and Timee Herald February 2, T?S’.’, the
&ouncll volced ¥lte 'grave concern over
situations' where it gald public echools
were being slighted, In these cases,
the Council said, ‘'interest 1n pero-
chiel achoole hed led to indifference
and even oppositlon to adequste provi-
gions for public echool needs.'*

The resolution gtreseed that unflag-
ging support for public echools wse
vital to general education in Americe
for all.

STATE LEGISLATURES MAKE POLICIES
While some denonminetional groupe

have been defining their positions with
regerd to church-etate relationshipe
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in the educational rileld, legislaturee
and city governmente have been con-
cerned with the practical aspplicetions
of thege relationeships.

(]

According %o e New York Timee re-
porter, %The hottest issue vefors the
General Aseembly (of Connecticut) 1in
its finsl thirteen dsys of eessions
concerng public mesistance for <trans-
portation of private echool puplle.®
The bill which had plrepdy been sp-
proved by the Senste would permit the
169 towns in Connecticut, under local
option, to transport nonprofit privete
school pupile as they do public echool
pupile., A recent survey indlcated
that 25 public school districts in the
stete already furnisgh such transporta-
tion,

A temporary 1injunction hae barred
public transportation for parochisl
echool puplls 1n Auguets, Meine. As
the Washington Post and Times Herald
reporied on May 7, 1957, "Thie ciiy hese
been eplit into two camps since parents
of gome 600 of the 900 Cetholic chil-
dren in two perochilal schools threatened
to eend their childrén to already
crowded public echools to force the
eity to provide echool buees for 175
children needing transportation." 1In
Meine, also, eome communities provide
public trangportation for perochial
echool puplls and scme do not,

In New York, "A eignificant mile-
stone in the securing of just and equi-
table treatment for children attending
non~-public schools wspg reached on the
lpet day of the New York State Legie-
letive eesselon, when the Senate paseed
a blll, previously epproved by the Ae-
sambly, which established a new trane-
portation polic¢y." Thie wae the view
of the Brooklyn Tablet, diocesan paper
there.

Bsptiets, however, may have some
difficulty in following the Tablet's
interpretation of the New York eltue-
tion: “Heretofors, echool districts
which voted to provide trangportation
for gtudents attending out-of-dletrict
private or parochlal schools, bore the
whole cost locally through the imposi-
tion of real estate texes. The new act
providee that 'a trangportation quota
shall be paid (by the etate) where such
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school district provides out-of-distriet
transportation to elementary or high
achoola otker than public.' This meany
that the dietrict will be sudbstantially
repaid for thie transportation...,Mot
only doeg the texpayer gain the ecopon-
ic advantage of having more children

attend non-tax-supported echogls but
even the major portion cost in-
volved 18 lifrted froo fils shoulders, *

The Catholic Standard of Weshington

reported on MWarch 2B, 1957 that in 17

statee gome non-public echool pupile
ride on public school buses,

According to the Boston Pilot, the
xind of achool experience provided hag
nothing to do with the "rights* of the
children to "government aide.® &sdito-
rielly, on May 4, 1957, the paper esid,
¥, ,..we should make plain to our neigh-
bors that we frankly intend to have
the government aside for Catholic chil-
dren which are supplied for other chil-
dren and we have no intention of allow-
ing attendance at parochial schoole to
be uged as a besle Tor dlecriminstion
in the dietribution of these proper
legel benefite. We do not ask for eny-
thing that ie unconptitutionel, nor do
we psk for epeclal preference; we only
geek our full rights se cltizens,®

THE EXCISE TAX BILL

The relief from Federal oXclee taxes
for parochlsl =and other non-public
echools which hes been under congidera-
tion for some time bDeceme a bill in
Congreee on May 2. It ie H.R. 7125.

The relief for the "nonprofit edu-
¢ational® organizations i@ incorporated
into a lengthy bill of 429 pages, re-
ported by Rep. aAlmeJ, Forand (D.-R.I.)
in behalf of a Ways end Meanse aubcoR-
mittee,

Thie "omnlbus blll® covers the whole
fleM of exclise texee, proposing numer-
ocue changee ag seought by various eco-
nomic intereste, including liquor end
tobacco. Congressional guarterlz eatl-
mated tha e wWou reduce exciee
tax revenue by about 15 million dollars
per year,

Referring specificslly to the por-
tion of the bill affecting non-public
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schoole, the Brooklyn Tablet of April 6,
1957 eeld: "If carrie nto lew, the
sxemption will mean eervings for private
gchoole estimated at about 3,000,000

a vesr."

The purpose of the bill, which wae
raferred to the Ways and Means Comrmit-
teae, is stated in this way, *to meke
tachnicel changes in the Federal gxcles
Tax Lawe and for other purposes.” The
foman Catholic press anticlpetes 1little
opposition to the bill,

FEDERAL AID TO EDUCATION

Speaking recently %to a convention
of elementery school principels, wWil-
liam G, Carr, eoxecutive secretery of
the National Bducatlon Assoclation,
paid that never before in history hes
Aperican education enjoyed such fun-
precedentsd public interest and
support,*® -

Despite the increased public inter-
egt and the nuaber of school bulldings
erected in recent years, the shortage
of achool facilities remaine grave,

On May 9 the House EZducation and
Labor Comnmittee approved and eent to
the House for considerstion e Dbill,
H.R. 1, which would suthorize a five-
year, 1.5 billion program of Federal
echool conetruction ald,

Under the bill ae approved by the
Committee, $300 million in Federal ald
would go to the statee each year on a
50-50 matching basis. Through e com-
promige betwesn the original H.R. 1 as
introduced and the administration bill,
half of the funds appropriated would
be distributed to the states on the
besle of & flat per capita allotment
for the school-age population. The
other hrlf would be distributed on the
brsie of need in the various states,
Dietribution within the receiving state
will be up to the state educational
AgBncles.

The proposed bill would alec auth-
orize the use of $750 millicn in Fed-
eral funde to buy school construction
bonde of 1local districts thet are un-
able to find merkets at resscneble in-
teregt ratee, It would authorize Fed-
eral sdvsncee of up to $150 million to
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etate school finsncing agencies to
aseure payment of their obligetionse.

NATIONAL STAY-IN-SCHOOL CAMPAIGN

A special appesl to the nation'e
boys and girls of higheschool sge to
stay in achool and graduste ie being
sponsored by the U,.3. Department of
Labor and the U,8, Department of Heslth,
Education, and Welfsra, in cooperstion
with the 11,8. Department of Defanse.

The country over, about 40 percent
of the boys and girlas enrolled in high
school drop out before gradustion,
Accomding to statietics released by
the Bureau of Labor 3tandarde in March,
between 1955 end 1956 employment of
youth 14 to 17 years of sge rose by
140,000, but the increase wae entirely
among the in-echool group working part-
time, Basployment of out-of-school
youth in thie ege group showed a de-

cresse, Among out-of-schaol youth 16
to 17 {oarl of age, L2 percent were
not employed.

In the handboock of suggestione for
community participation in the Nstional
dtay-in-3chool Campalgn, President
Elsenhower says, "I urge every girl and
boy in the United States to continue
ad students in school until they have
developed thelr God-gliven capscities
to the full, Onlyin this way cen theay
hope to make their finest contribution
to the strength of the Nation and reach
the fulfillment of thelr own 1life
purpoges,”

The handbook glves gpecific esugges-
tions ae to what businesemen, membere
of church groups, civic clubs, PTA's,
labor unions, and other community or-
ganizations can do to encourage the
undecided to stay in sechool end
graduate,

A8 Baptists, interesgted in sn effec-
tive witnees, we have a deep concern,
not only for well tralned leaderehip,
but for the educatlon of our entire
constituency of the future.

The handbook on the National 3tay-
in-School campaign 1s avallable free
in limited numberep from the Office of
Bducation, U.8. Department of FHealth,
Education, and Welfare, Washington 235,
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D. C., or from the Bureau of Labor
3tandards, U.9. Depsrtment of Labor,
Jsehington 25, D. C. Copies can be
purchaeed from the Superintendent of
Documents, Govarnment Prmting Office,
Washington 25, D.C., at 15 cents each,
25 percent dlscount on orders of 100
or more coples.

EDUCATION BEYOND THE HIGH 9CHOOL

Since 1ts appolntment in April 1956
the Preagldent'a Committee on Education
Beyond the High School has been engaged
in the two-fold task of (1)} identify-
ing thoes problems of post-high-echool
education which call for urgent action
and then to recommend coursee of action
needed t0 meet thepe problems, and (2)
stimulating planningsand action through
studiee and conferences on reglonal
and etate levels.

In partilal fulfillment of the esc-
ond part of the tmsk, five reglonal
conferences wers held durilng April and
May, at 3an Francilsco, Louisville, New
York, 8t. Louls, and Boeton,

Problems of higher educatlon have
8lso received much attention from mem-
bers of the 85th Congrese. Most of the
legislative propossle introduced thus
far in thils fleld fall into two general
patterns, income tax credlt esnd a pro-
grem of Federal acholarshipe or long-
term loane for etudenta, Both would
apply to church-related or public in-
setitutions on the ssme basis,.

In introducing oneof the tax-credit
bille, 3. B68, Senator Hubert H. Hum-
phrey (D.-Minn.) sald in part: *Thie
provieion....would permit any individ-
ual to charge off against hle net in-
come tax 30 percent, but not to exceed
8450 1n any taxable year, of the cost
of tultlon and fees which that person
may pay for the education of himeelf
or eny other person....Thise program is
directed toward inducing perente 1in
the middle-income group and the lowsr-
income group to send their gona snd
daughters to college, and to help con-
tribute to their college education...®

3. 1237, the National Scholarship
Act of 1957, introduced by Senatore
Joseph 8. Clark (D.-Pa.) and Wayne
Morse (D.-Ore.), 18 one of seversl
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proposale for Federsl scholarships,
Thie bill would estmblish a WNetional
Scholarship Council 1in the Department
of Health, dducetion, and Welfare, sng
prescribe rules for etete participetion
in the program. It would p?x'da
50,000 new scholarshipe per

be allocated among the _atelés in pro-
portion to the numbsr of wecondary
achool graduates. /3cholarehips would
be zraentad on the besle of merit only,
ae indicated by scholestic achlevement,
aptitude, and gcedemic promige, The
smount of esach award would be deter-
min2d on the besle of the coat of the
proposed courge of study, the individ-
ual's financial resources, and the
smount of aselstance needed. No awsrd
would exceed 81,000 per ecademlc year,

ear, to

Sach echolarship winner would be
free to chooee any institution of high-
er learning thst would admit him, pub-
1ic or private, Payment would be mede
through the 1institution, which would
transmit 1t to the student sfter cer-
tirfying that he wae pursulng work in
hig designated rield and wae In good
standing.

These exampleu are merely illuptra-
tive of proposale which give evidencs
of a wildespread interest in this field,
On the baeis of & quick survey of the
Congresslonal Record, thie office hes
noted flve other tax-credit bills,
similar to S. Bé8, introduced 1in the
House of Repreesentetlives. At lenst
four bills 1n the Senate and fourteen
in the House, thus far, propose Federal
scholarshlps or long-term loene for
students needing sesistance to continue
their poat-high-school education.

AN ERROR--FORTUNATELY

There has bteen no change of polley
with reference to the dste for Armed
Forcee Day. Even after 1957 it will
be held on Saturday, end not on Sunday,
a@' reported in our columns in the Ma?!
lesue.

The error weas a typographical one
made in the office of the Joint Commit-
tee on Chaplaine. That office relaysd
the Preaidential proclamation to church
leaders, and inadvertently wrote *3un-
day* inetead of *Saturday" in preparing
the copy.
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