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HOSPITAL RELATIONS ANALYZED

when is a "hoepital® a Ycommunity
hospitesl®? Can a "denominational hos-
pital?® be a *community hospital® at

the game time?

Thepe questions have come sharply
into focus in the Skokie Valley, Jjust
outglde of Chicago, Illinois., 1In an
srea reported to contsin a population
vhich is Bb5% Protestant, 32% Jewilsh,
and 23% Roman Catholic, the people are
being approached in bshalf of three
hospital projects, two of which ere
seeking to be the hoapltal for Federal
Dietrict C=36 an Teby to be per-
pitted to draw Hill-Burton funde for
ene-third of the cust of the, project,

The 01d Orchard Assoclation was
planning a Community Hospital when the
Roman Catholic administration propoeed
to relocate their 3t. Jogeph's Hoeplital
into the area, Meanwhile a Lutheran
General Hoepital, while located outeide
of Dietrict C-36, was near enough to
garve the area and was alsc eeeking the
people's contributions for an expanded
ingtitution,

The clergy of the area ware mindful
of the conflicting epecis) interests,
but they were also mindful of the im-
portance of adequate spirituel care
together with the proper physical care.
'In recent years," they aaid, *“religious
falth has come to be recognized ae a
decisive factor in the health of people,.
Many competent medical authorities say
thet at lemst 40% of all 1llnesmes are
tauged by other than orgsesnic causes.

Others say that as much as 85% of ell
111nesses ares emotional or spiritual
in nature. PFurthermcre, it is agreed
that religlous faith, which can bhe en-
couraged by sound religious practice
on the part of clergymen and doctors
working as s team, has very mnmuch to
contribute to the health of patlente
who are perved by hospitals."

If a hospital 1@ owned and operated
by & denomination one might well hold
it to ba part of the denomination's
program and ae such not a conmunity
institution, However, many communi-
tiee, like 3koklae Valley, nesad only
one hoepital, being so fortunate in
health as to be unagble to provide pa-
tronage for an assortment of hoepltale.
If that one hospital 1 a *denomina-
tional' institution, it may Dbe diffi-
cult to give equally adequate apiritual
care to people from all religioue
groups. If such a hospital undertskes
to serve the whole community, what
standards of freedom and equalilty
ought to be impoeed on ite administra-
tion?

The ministers 1n the Skokle Vallay
projected some poseible standards for
any inatitution which undertakes to
perve thelr community, These ere
gtsted under five headings:

I. Admiesion Practice

*The admigsion practiceof such hos-
pitals shall be to admit all persons
without discrimlnation....
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“There are technical queestions in-
wolved in admission practices which it
ie not the purpose of thie policy
statement to define, The xconcern hére
is with the general principle that any
hoepital in Skokle Valley which expects
to receive support from genersl commu-
nity or Federal gources must have an
open and above board policy of non-
discriaination; it must serve all mem-
vers of the community or anyone else
in cases of esmergency without
discrimination,”

I1. Professional Fresdon

"The doctors onthe staff shall have
profeegional freedom to practice ac-
cording to the best etandards of the
profeesion and according to needs and
wishes of the patients; mnd ehall be
selectad on the basls of cowmpetence
without dlscrimination....

*Again there are technicel guestiona
involved which thias policy etatement
does not attempt to define., JIts clear
intent le to say tiet a community or
Federally supported hospital muet prac-
tice non-discrimination for any reason
except profesaional competencs,

"No members of the medical sataf?
all be required to enter into agree-
monte, written or verbal, concerning
the medical czre of patienta in mater-
nity or other wards which are based in
any way on sectarian requilrements or
religious codes--for example, regtric-
tions on therapeutic abortions when the
lives of wmothera are 1in jeopardy; or
giving of Ainformation regarding planned
parénthood and birth control,?

III. Reapect for Religious Preferences

"The religious prefesrence or rela-
tionehip of patients shall be respected
at all timpes; a coordinating chaplain
provided or recognized by the hosepital
ehall be responsible for geeing to 1t
that there is no intrusion of any par-
ticular religioue faith upon patiente
or their famllies against their wishes.

"There are many ways in which thie
principle may or may not be recognized
which cannot be defined in detall. The
purpoge of thies statement s to say
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that any hospital which expects to pe.
ceive gupport from the community op
from Federal funde has an obligation
to maintain a policy which is positive
and not merely permissive in tHig re.
spect. For example, the nursing ataff
in cases of emergenci 14 ba re.
quired by the hospil to take the in-
itiative in inform¥hg priests, rabbie
and ministers about patlents in nesd
of epiritual minisiries., The hospitsl
shall have no requirement which wili
restrict nureee in mesting such re-
queste of patients.

"Moet hoepitale cogperate fully {n
this regard, but there are exceptions,
and the ciltizens of Skokie Valley am
entitled to know the hospitals they
support follow accepted practice in
thlie matter,®

IV. Chapel Facllities

*In church eponeored hospitals of
all dencminations chapels are usually
provided, Wherever the consclence of
the eponsoring Church permite it to do
80 these chapels should be so arranged
a8 t¢ permit the use of the facllitie
by the accredited Prieats, Ministers
or Rabbie. When this 1e¢ not possible
other fracilitlee should be provided e
that the full values of religion am
ite minietry to healing may be possible.

*In the case of a community spon-
sored hospital 1t 1s highly desirable
that provision Dbe made in the basic
hospitel plan for a chapel, 1In prin-
ciple this mey be done as i@ approved
policy in the Armed Forces of the
United States, where proviglon ie msde
for the essential equipment needed by
clergymen, prieste and rabbis for the
adminlgtration of services according
to their respective faiths,!

)
V. Citizens Advigory Committee

"The hoepitel shall sgree to recog-
nize a citizens advisory committee
which shall be broadly representative
of the compunity, and it shall havé
the right to pregent ite suggestions
and recommendatione to the governing
board of the hospitsl and to the oF
nunity as often as it conelders
neceenary,
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*Hospitals often include represent-
stives of the community on their boards
of directors, which is a desirable
practice but should not take the place
of the widely representative advisory
comnittee as outlined above,®

Much might bs sald on each of the
standarde proposed by the Skokie Valley
alnisters, but they do point to the
nesd for analysis and clarity in the
relations of the churches to the commu-
nity. W¥While hospital problems are cur-
rently most eharply in focus, fundamen-
tally the same problems are present in
the relations of homes for the aged,
nomee for children, and in all the other
torme of welfare nowbeing offered with
tax funde. If the services are ren-
dered through public agenciles the need
for providing proper spiritual care
raises church-sgtate issuss. On the
other hand, 1f the services are provided
by church agencles the questions of tax
support and equality of service again
raise church-state problems,

THE ATLANTIC CITY CONFERENCE

In May seeveral hundred leeders in
Protestant soclal welfare work epent
four days in & workshop conference meek-
ing to untangle these relationships,
The conference was sponsored by the
Department of Social Welfars and the
Divieion of Home MNiseions of the Na-
tional Council of Churches of Christ.
The report of the Findinge Commlttae
included a statement on "Relation-
ships.* The statements dealing with
compunity relatione read as follows:

°fhe Church is an integral part of
the community and atands in relatlon-
8hip to all forces 1in the life of the
community. In minlatering to the whole
man, 1t mupt exprese this relationship
Dy working constructively with all
those ingtitutions and agencies which
affect his welfare, Among such insti-
tutlone and agencilep are:

government, national, satate, and

local;
publiec health, welfare,

tionel services;
community-wide organizations for

Planning end finsncing seoclsl

welfare:

and sduca=
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voluntary non-church-related health
and welfare services;

councils of ochurches;

church-related agencies,

“The Church carries out ite relation-
ship to the community's institutions and
agencies through coordination of sgerv-
ices; the shared use of personnel,
skille, and facilities; jJoint planning,
regearch, and fund-ralsing; and coop-
eration in interpretation and communi-
cation.

*Implicit in the consideration of
thie matter is that the Church's health
and welfare services have their primary
relationships to all other phases of
the Church'es life, They are not only
related to but are aleo m part of wor-
ship, the pastoral minietry, Christian
education, home and foreign missions,
stewardship, and evangelism. The in-
sights and skille of &ocial welfare
should be fully utilized in each of
these filelde,"

Communlity-wide Groups

“There 1a real conviction that sll
church-related health and welfare serve-
ices should actively participate 1in
the work of local councils of soclel
agencles or wslfare councils,

"Furthermore, many church-related
herlth and welfare services recelve
support fran community cheete or united
funds. The use of comounity funde car-
ries resgponaidilities on the part of
the recipients to meet certain stand-
ards of eéervice, but should not affect
the freedom of church-related services
to continue to meet their institutional
responsibility for worehip and religlous
ingtruction financed from church funds.
There should be careful and continued
conaideration of these ragponsibilities
by church-related agancles snd councila
of churchee so ag to determine in esch
case which are consietent witn the
basic objectives of the specific agency
and under what conditions community
funds should be aceepted, Churcn-
related agencies including those re-
ceiving community chest or united fund
support should be willing, and entirely
free, to include persons of all races

in their programe.‘
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Government and Public Agencies

*3ince governsent at federal, atate,
and local levels 1s 1inevitably and
rightly involved in servimg the health
and welfsre needas of all citizens, the
churches and church-related agencles
cannot avoid relating to government
both in the making and enforcement of
laws and 1n the rdministration of
public agencies.

*Cooperation by church and state for
the good of the citizen and the commu-
nity need not compromise tne integrity
of eilther, The deglreble arrangements
and conditions of euch cocperation con-
stitute an important fleld for further
study by the churches, Among the
questione to be regolved are:

Under what circumstances may church-
related agenciee or institutions
accept public funde to defray
the cost of services rendered to
cltizens?

Under what circumstancee may govern-
ment funde for the erection of
buildinge or ‘the extension of
facllitiee be accepted?

What are the cbligstione of agenciees
receiving such assistance?

How can the sponeoring church body's
freedom for prophetic witnese be
safeguarded?

To angwer such questions concerning
acceptance of governmental funds, the
positions of the Proteetant and Ortho-
dox churches on relatlonshipe of church
and state need tc bve set forth with
greater clarity eo that these practical
queptions will be decided on the bagle
of principle rether than expediency.
To thie end, we recommend that a further
study of the principle of the relation-
géhipe 01 church and etatle an elir ap-
pPlicatlion 1n_ today's soclely be made,
we further recommend that Thls queation
be referred to the National Council of
Churches and suggeat that e epecial
conference, called for this purpose,
be considered.®” (Emphasie added.

OTHER STUDIES

For aome yeare paet the Baptiet
Joint Committee hae been urging careful
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thought in thess mattiers soc that
may be clear regarding the implication,
of our spiritual insights to the re)l,.
tionships between church agencies sm
their communities. Several confersncs,

the sams lssues.

all Baptist state conve

and repressntative

Public Affairs have besn invited t;
participate 1ln a Yfwo-day conference
be held in Washington in Cctober,

The complexity of the problems 1
recognized by Roman Catholic leaders
in that they have rscently setablisha
an Institute of Church and 3State, with
headquarters in oconnection with the
villanova University's School of Law,
The Institute's firet public session
was held at Villanove a few weeks ago.
As reported by the Roman Catholic pres,
the two-day session included particip-
tion by some 35 attorneys, law profes-
gors, soclal workers, and others, fro
varioue faithe. ®"The Juridical 3tatu
of Churches® and "Religion in Adopticn
and Custody" were reported as majr
pointe of discusslon.

Other religioue fellowships are also
arranging to rethink their positions.
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod has
been reported as setting aeide %25,000
for a etudy involving a score or mors
of thelr more competent people in the
fleld.

Several Jewlieh organizatione have
been working for some decades on thelr
particular problems. The American Jev-
igh Committes recently celebrated its
50th anniversary, at which time seversl
important policy statements were
sdopted,

Thie upeurge of intellectual effort
ie long past due. America has f
wgll on the thinking done by Jefferson,
Medieon, and the other *founding fath-
ers', bolstered se they were by the
zeal of Baptiste and others of dedp
convictions. But eoclety is constantly
changing. Truth in the form of funds-
mental principle must be periodicalll
refurbighed and 1ite meaning refreshel
in current applications.




