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A CHRISTIAN CHRISTMAS--19577?

Churches and communitles will make
an unprecedented effort in 1957 to make
Christmas "Christian.®

This splendid objective 1is Dbeing
sought through the use of religious
0tifs in sasdvertleing, im the use of
sugic in the stores, and through the
commérclial and community displays and
decorations.

At the same time, Coogreesman Frank
Thompgon, Jr. of New Jersey believes
that there 18 a *new flood of obscene
and euggestive eo-callad Chrietmas
carde,’ and hee Trequested tha Posimae-
ter General to do all within.his power
toward barring these from the meils and
from the Poat Office. 1s it poesible
that "American communities® will demon-
ttrate a greatsr interest in a *Chris-
tian Chrietmas* than do the American
psople?

The sacrilegious incongruilty of the
iwo trenda will serve to remind us that
‘patting Christ in Chrietmas® calle for
éomething that goes deeper in human
experience than the adjuetment of cul-
tural or decorative patterne. These
éxternals are in gome measure eubject
to legislative and administrative pol-
lcies, and are highly sensitive to the
forces that make for social conformitly.
The dynamic presence or the absence of
(hrist is something else. It is doubt-
ful whethar the government, the buel-
Nese organizationa, or the civic c¢lubs
can *put Christ® into anybody'e life,
Even "the church* as an institution
Dbay find thie too large asn order,

In 1957, as in all yeare bDefore,
Christ will be present where he 1is
desired, To some 1n every coomunity
he will be vltally present and to
others in those same communities he
will be obviously absent,

To all our friends and readers we
wish an enriching holiday season in
which life finde new depth and new
mesning. “American culture® and *cowm-
munity epirit® may be inadequate
sourceg for the needed nurture, bdbut
the %o0ld wells* can be *digged sgain.*®

MORE CHENSORSHIP

A new emphasis on the control of
mass compunicatione medla was touched
off by Pope Plug XII's 22nd encyclical
issued in S3eptember. That staterment
asgexbled positions previously ex-
pressed and focueed it all on applica-
tion to radio and televialon.

The Pope's 16,000 word statement,
called Miranda Prorsus (*Remarkable
Inventions¥), sent the minds of all
students of the subject back to 1936
when Plup XI gave a similar statement
regarding the film industry.

Speaking of the misuee of machines,
the preeent Pope asid:

*L,ixewise today unlees the mounting
development of technleal skill applied
to the diffuelon of pilctures, aeounds
and jdeas 1e subjected to the ewesl
yoke of the law of Christ, it can be
the seource of countless evile, which
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appear to be all the more serious be-
cause not only material forces but aleo
the mind are unhappily enslaved...®

Another key paseage was quotsd as
follows:

sApproval oannot be glven to the
felse principles of those who assert
and clalm freedom to depict and propa-
gatea anything at all...There 1 no
question here of true liberty.,.but
rather of an uncontrolled fresdom...
Those therafors are certsinly to be
blemad who openly declars that public
connunication of matters which impede,
or are directly opposed to, principlee
of morality, should ba encouraged and
carried out as long ae the method 1e
in accord with the laws of the liberal
or technical arte.

*We think that then only can theee
new arte mske their proper and natural
contribution to the right fashioning
of the minds of thoee who uee them, 1ir
the Church, the etate and those engaged
in these professlione, pooling thelr re-
ecurces 1n an orderly way, cooperate
with each other to geecure the desired
and,

*Let them (movies, radio and tele-
vielon} be st the service of truth in
such a way that the bondes between peo-
plee may become yeot closer; that they

* may hsve more respectful understanding

of each other; that they .may asesist
each other 1n any crisle; that finally
there may be resl cooperative effort
boetwaen the atate officiale snd the
individual citizene.V

The Pope 18 quoted as asserting the
olhime of *"the Church* in thie way:

®Since the Church ie the teacher of
doctrine that leads to salvation and
haes all that ie neceseary for the at-
tainment of holiness, she 18 exercising
an inviolable right when ehe teaches
what has been committed %o her by the
Divine Hand,®

He explained that this dces not im-
Ply the state-hes not the right to
opread news and teachinge that are nec-
easary or useful for the common good,
nor does 1t mean that individual citi-
zens may not contribute according to
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thelr capacity to the enriching and 4.
velopnent of intellectual and spiritus)
cul turs,

“Contrary, however, to Christian
teaching and to the princilpal énd of
thess arts is the will and intprition or
those who desirs to uae théss inven.
tione /wotion pictures; raldio and tele-
vislon/ exclusivelyfor the advancemant
and propagation of/ political measures
or to achleve economic ends and whp
treat our noble alm as if 1t were a mere
busineag traneaction,® he remarked.

ACTION

The encyclical of 1936 ie viewed ag
the basis for the creation of the
“Leglon of Decency' in the United
States. Simllar organizations were
alpo brought into being elsewhere, 1n
1948 11 puch agencles were coordinsted
by a central organization established
in Rome., In 1954 the acope of that
body was extended to include rsdio smd
televialon,

Nelither 41d the Bishops in the Unit-
ad States prove disobedient in 1957,
A carefully prepared @tatement of 2400
words, released from the meeting of the
Bishops in WNovember, sought to remove
the odium connected with the word "cen-
sorship" and ssserted again the duty
reetingon Ythe stete® snd *the church?
to practice 1t. The 1957 decislong of
the 3upreme Court (Roth v, United
States, 77 S. Ct. 1304; Alberts v, Cal-
ifornie, 77 8. Ct. 1304--June 24, 1957)
eaying “We hold that obacenity 1s not
within the ares of conatitutionslly
protected apeech or prese,* were found
particularly encoureging.

The etatement seserted that "re-
atraint's best Jjuetification is that
it ies impoeed for the sake of graater
freedom,* and that "The exigencies of
sopial living demand it,*

The Awerican system is described a#
being dedicated ®to the principle of
ninimal restraint.®*

“Those who may become impatient with
the reluctance of the State through 1t4
laws to curb and curtall human freedo®
should bear in mind that thls ie @
principle which eervee to eafaguard
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s11 our vital freedoms--to curb leess
rather than more; to hold for liberty
rather than for restraint.*

The Bishops asserted that the exer-
¢ise of curds by the 3tate "calls for
the highest dlscretion and prudence,*
and “that civil legisletion by itself
doss not constitute an adequate
standard of morality.®

*The competence of the church in
this fleld comep from her divine com-
gission as teacher of morals," said
the Bishops. "Moral valuas are here
¢learly involved, Her estandards of
evaluation are drawn from revelation,
regson and Christien tradition and
from the basic norms of the moral law,
These are the standards on which our
Nation was founded and thelr preserva-
tion will be m safeguard to nationsl
integrity, A Judgment of moral values
in theee areas is of prime importance
to the whole Nation.*®

The enlarged program proposed by the
papecy was not launched in thie etate-
nent, Instead, a one-ysar etudy of
‘the most suitadble and acceptable
peans? of bringing radic and televigilon
under scrutiny was plsnned, However,
the functions of the Eplscopal Commit-
tee on Motion Pictures, the Bishops!
agency for supervising the work of the
legion of Decency, was enlarged so as
to include evaluations of radio and
televigion programe as well ee filme.,

THE LEGION OF DECENCY PLBDGE

The pronouncements by the Pope and
by the Blshops find their way to the
action level on December 15th, Our
Sunday Visitor, "The National Cathollc
Action Weekly¥, dlstributed ae part of
the Catholic Action of the South

(Decomber ©, 1937), prepares for the
taking of the pledge on December 15th:

“Next Sunday you will be seked to
pledge 'to do all that I can to streng-
then public opinion against the produc-
tion of indecent and immoral films,
and to unite with all who protest
8gainet them.' 1In taking that Pledge
You are making yourself an apostle of
goodnees, truth and virtue. You ere
setting out on a mission--not unlike
that of Boniface and Patrick and Cyril
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and Methodius--to bring the truth of
Christ into regions where it is either
unknown or ignored. As such an apos-
tle, you will never be content with
the minimum, You will always be seek-
ing new and better ways of bringing
Chriet's teaching to bear on the world
of the film, radio, the television and
the bookstand,

"First of all, then, you will Dbe
conscious that your ticket to a movie,
your tuning in on this station or that
channel, your purchase of this book or
magacine is very similar to a vote
that you capt on election day. This
our Holy Father sald in hig recent en-
¢yclical in these worde: ‘'There is a
duty of conscience binding the specta-
tore wvho, each time they buy a ticket
of admission--as it were cseting a
vote--make choice of good or bad
msotion pictures...'

*As an apostle, then, before enjoy-
ing any of the mass medla yourself,
you will be most careful that you will
be one of thoss eincere Catholics who
"fulfill the grave obligetion of ac-
quainting themeelves with the decisionas
iesued by eccleelasstical authority on
matters connected with motion picturees,'
In practice, this means that you your-
solf will first of all consult the
lieting of the Legion of Decency rat-
inga, or the 1ligt of the National Of-
fice of Decent Literature, or the re-
views of plays and television showe 1in
Catholic papers and magazines.®

The instructione go on to urge:

“gver and above this pereonal apoe-
tolate of good exemple in one's own
1ife, there 18 a positive agpect of 1t
that every Cathollc can exercise, Thie
1 the role of audlence responses, Every
producer looks for an audience response.
One editor of a large entertainment
trade magazine recently told me that
if an editor, producer or sponsor gete
a three percent responge on any glven
tesue, it is enough to cauee either a
ratse or stomach ulcers. 4

“If you want to, you can call 1t the

post card brigade., But the fact remsins
that every Cstholic can determine to e
large extent the type of movlee, tele-
vision shows and booka that are flood-
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ing our country today. All we nesd do
is to sit down and tell the publisher
or producey our reaction,

*Imagine thie: ’

“{1) If one million Catholics would
vocally protest the exhibition of a
bad movie what an effect it would have,
(A8 a8 matter of fact, this acfuslly
happened recently and the producers of
the film admitted that Cathollic adverse
criticism did irreparable harm at the
box office,)

“{2) 1 one million Catholice would
vocally pralee the publicstlon of the
world's masterpieces of literature in
paperbacks. Who could tell when the
flood of good literature would liter-
rlly drown out the filth on the
newsstand?

"(2) If one million Catholics would
let the National Brosdcasting Company
knoew how they appreciate the televieing
of Midnight Mass from St. Petrickl!s
"athedral every year, Don't you think
the executives of the network have =a
right to be encouraged and pleased by
the good work they are deing?

30 you @ee, 1it'e all up to us.®
EFFECTS "ON FREEDOM

With incldente like the Chicage
“Martin Luther* experlence so freghly
in mind the quesgtlon naturally arises,
what will all this do to freedom of
communications in America? How senel-
tive will rsdlo and televielion be to
mans expreselon of the viewpolnts of
thelr lemsders? WwWill this result in
.the excluslon of religious materimls
from the alrwaye a8 a result of action
and reaction?

A few clerical expressions have in-
dicated that eome members of the hier-
archy are aware of the exploeive nature
of the project, Archbiphop Pocock of
Wwinnipeg. ie reported to have warned
very frankly againet boycotting dis-
:iibutora or making publie¢ denuncia-

ons.

Some belleve that 1if a f*televigion
legion® should come into being, its
very existence would acccemplish the
goale without monitoring every program
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for, it is sald, "a sponeor would tupm,
handeprings to avoid such an econoamic
threat® as would be involved in ,

prelats’s inetructions not to watch
his progran,

one wonders, too, what thiy\{ill 4o
to Protestantisn in America.”and to thy
high measure of goodwill-wmnloch exigty
in our current religious pluralism,

The very awareness that only clapri.
cally spproved mjiterlals are being
programmed, and that only these are
coming through to the television screm
or to the radlo epesker, will undoub:t-
edly affect the peychology of bYoth
Roman Catholic and Protestant laity,
Anti-clericalism and anti-church atti-
tudes have grown out of this approach
in Buropean countries and would not ts
abnormal resultsa in America as well,

FEDERAL MONEY AND 3SCIENCE

It 1e reported that a new progrsr
of Federal aid to education, designed
to meet the challenge of Soviet sclen-
tific successes, 1s beling prepared in
the Department of Health, Education
and Welfare for incluslon in the Pres-
ident's budget meesange to the new ses-
sion of Congress when 1t convenes 1n
January, 1958.

Under discussion 1sg & four to five
year program that would: (1) help the
states find girted high school stu-
dente, couneel them and offer thes
college scholarships; {(2) provide fel-
lowships for graduate students; (3)
give the gtates money to expend eclience
and mathemstice educatlon in grade and
high schoole; (&) pay for college sci-
ence equipment; (5)put Federal support
behind foreign-language tralning.

A program of this nature necessarily
involves many and diverse probleme, He-

garding one of them, the Washington
Post of December 8, 1957 mpma—

*3t11) to be resolved...ie an almost
cartain controversy over use of Fed-
eral funde for private snd parochisl
schoola. At the university and collegs
level, the President's program will b
designed to apply to all ingtitutlons
that want help. But the disgtributlon

of funds on the elementary and eecond-
ary levele hag not been worked out.




