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SHOULD RELIGION BE TAUGHT IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
BAPTIST PAPER ENTSRS DISCUSSION OF ISSUES

The August 6, 1958, iasue of the Baptist Stand­
ard of Texas, edited by E. S. James, contained two 
articles cn the question, "Should religion be taught 
in the public schools?" The affirmative position 
was taken by H. V. Williams, professor of education 
at Baylor University, Waco, Tex., and the negative 
was presented by James R. Allen, pastor of the 
Cockrell Hill Baptist Church, Dallas, Tex. Due to 
the Intense interest in this question throughout 
the nation the "Report from the Capital" sunmarizeB 
these two articles by equally conscientious Baptists 
vlth the suggestion that the debate ought to con­
tinue until Baptists have talked themselves to­
gether on the fundamental principles involved.

For Religion in Public Schools

H. V, Williams: Our faith in liberty and demo­
cracy Is rooted in a spiritual heritage asserting 
the dignity and value of the human soul as a child 
of God. The fact that the schools remain neutral 
on this matter has a determining effect on what our 
youths consider Important. If every phase of life 
except religion may enter into the curriculum of 
the school there is indication that It has no 
importance.

Three approaches are made to the proposition of 
teaching religion in the public schools.

First, there are certain non-religious concepts, 
which In reality have a religious foundation, that 
can be taught in the public schools. To teach 
these accepted spiritual, moral, and ethical values 
would not be teaching religion but rather a demo­
cratic way of life. These values are expressed 
through such terms as democracy, sharing, coosnunity 
helpers. Religion in science, history, literature 
and In the growth of human personalities would be 
proper areas of instruction, as well as the use of 
the Bible as a source book. An objective study of 
the importance of the church and religious life es­
pecially as exemplified by the great life ideals 
and virtues of eminent characters in our national 
history would also be acceptable. The schools could 
also teach the practice of charity, tolerance, re­
spect, reverence, meditation and inward harmony.

Second, after-school religious education could 
be carried on under the direction of an Interfaith

November - December, 1956

c omit tee, with no school credit given, and with 
the curriculum developed by the committee and the 
teachers.

Third, accredited courses in Bible emphasising 
the literary and historical values could be includ­
ed in the curriculum.

The first plan recognizes the contributions of 
religion to our way of human behavior primarily 
through acceptable spiritual, moral, ethical values; 
three values are integrated into the activities of 
the school. The next concerns after-school classes 
and activities conducted by interfaith committees 
and which are apart from the supervision of school 
authorities. The last is the inclusion in the 
school's curriculums of a study of the development 
of religion and of the historical and moral and 
literary values as found in the Bible.

$k

For Church-Centered Religious Education

James R. Allen: The vital question of separa- 
tion of church and state is being fought out on the 
battlefield of the public school. This basic tenet 
of American democracy inculcated in the First Amend­
ment to the Constitution is in greatest jeopardy in 
the area of education. The campaign of encroach­
ment which is waged by parochially-minded groups is 
producing a pressure which comes dangerously close 
to sweeping the principle toward complete oblivion 
in American life.

Not only are forces at work trying to get tax 
money for the support of religious schools, but 
they are attempting to get their voices heard in 
the public school. Before Baptist voices of pro­
test over such a situation can be heard, there must 
be a self-examination to eliminate practices which 

(Continued on page 3)

NOTE ON UPI ARTICLES ON PAGE 2
•

The articles on page 2 are reprinted by per­
mission of the United Press International. They 
were written at the request of UPI and were giv­
en national circulation in the Newsfeature sec­
tion of Oct. 19, 1958. Additional reprints of 
these two significant articles are available in 
reasonable quantities from the Baptist Joint 
Consulttee on Public Affairs.
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NEWSFEATURES
United Press International

220 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y.

Pros and Cons: Should Government
Grant $ Aid to Parochial Schools?

(Should the government subsidise the education ot children who attend parochial schools? Two prominent clergymen 
debate this sharply controversial question in the following signed dispatches, written for United Press International.

(The case for government subsidies is presented by a Roman Catholic scholar, the Rev. Virgil C. Blum, S. J, assistant 
professor of political science at Marquette University, Milwaukee, Win. The ease against subsidies Is presented by Dr. C. 
Emanuel Carlson, executive director of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs.)

By THE REV. VIRGIL C. BLUM, SJ. By THE REV. C. EMANUEL CARLSON, DJ>.
Assistant Professor of Political Science, Marquette University Executive Director, Baptist Joint Committee on Publie Agates

(Written for United Press International) (Written for United Pram International)
An educational crisis exists throughout the world these days. New 

nations are emerging, old nations an seeking renewal, strong nations 
are seeking to be stronger, and education is Involved tor all of them.

The First Amendment guarantees freedom of mind and freedom 
of religion. These freedoms command the states to distribute educa­
tional benefits equally to all children and students regardless of the 
school attended. Enforced conformity to the philosophical and theo­
logical orientation of state schools as a condition for sharing in educa­
tional benefits is a serious violation ot freedom of thought and belief.

In a free society the individual 
person must be supreme and cen­
tral. His value, dignity, and 
worth, his other-world destiny, 
his sonshlp of God. demand per­
sonal freedom in the things of 
the mind and spirit. These free­
doms our forefathers wisely 
guaranteed to every individual in 
the First Amendment Enforced 
conformity in the things of the 
mind and spirit, they knew, de­
stroys the freedom of the Indi­
vidual and of society.

In the distribution of Its bene­
fits government must respect the 
constitutional rights of the in­
dividual. It cannot, for example, 
demand that the needy aged sur­
render their constitutional right 
to vote as a condition for sharing 
in old age assistance benefits.

In the distribution of its edu­
cational benefits government 
must recognize children and stu­
dents clothed in all their consti- 

. tational rights. One of these 
rights, says the Supreme Court, 
is the right, based on freedom of 
mind and religion, to attend the 
school of their choice. Children 
and students can not be forced to 
surrender their right as a condi­
tion tor sharing in educational 
benefits. Such a condition is in 
violation of the First and Four­
teenth Amendments.

These constitutional guaran­
tees of freedom-of mind and re­
ligion in the choice of school 
were Incorporated in the G.I 
Bill. Veterans were not forced to 
attend state colleges as t condi­
tion tor sharing in public educa­
tional benefits. With subsidy In 
hand, they were free to attend 
the 474 Protestant, the 265 Cath­
olic. the five Jewish institutions 
of higher education.

Liberal Americans In increas­
ing numbers are saying that gov­
ernment cannot demand the 
surrender of freedom of mind 
and religion in the choice of 
school as the condition for shar­
ing In educational benefits. Such 
a condition, like a condition on 
the right to vote, they say, vio­
lates the Bill ot Rights

"It is Inconceivable.” said the 
U.S. Supreme Court in denounc­
ing Imposed conditions, “that 
guarantees embedded in the Con­
stitution of the United States 
may thus be manipulated out of 
existence." Liberals are disturbed, 
moreover, by the realization that, 
as the Court warned, "if the 
state may compel the surrender 
of one constitutional right as a 
condition of its favor, it may. in 
like manner, compel the surren­
der of all ”

Freedom - conscious citizens, 
further, reject the idea that a 
child or student can be forced to 
conform to the philosophical and 
theological orientation ot public 
education as a condition for 
sharing in government education­
al benefits. It makes no differ­
ence whether this orientation is 
Protestant. Catholic, Jewish, sec­
ularist or agnostic The state 
cannot force a child or student to 
conform to It Enforced conform­
ity violates freedom of mind and 
freedom of religion. These liber­
als reject the philosophy of the 
conform! tarians.

In order to protect the consti­
tutional rights of nonconformist 
children and students, these citi- 
xens urge that government sub­
sidize their education directly. 

(Cont, p. 3, col. 1)

If America is to develop the 
strength which represents our 
heritage we must take care to 
conserve the fundaments^ values 
and Insights which have been 
distinctively ours. In this end I 
propose a nation-wide aggressive 
re-study of the values which our 
Federal and State Constitutions 
are designed to guard. Many of 
these values are closely related 
to our educational system.

Democratic control of general 
education is one of these values. 
Dictators have made the schools 
a major target for their control. 
General education, democratical­
ly controlled by elected leaders, 
and carried forward by compet­
ent professional educators, gives 
strength to democracy. The pub­
lic schools must not be permitted 
to become tools in the hands of 
special interests Institutional in­
terests. whether economic, politi­
cal. religious or racial, ought not 
to control the general education 
Of the nation.

The Federal and the State gov­
ernments provide public funds 
for public education This Is In 
no sense a welfare dole. On the 
contrary, public schools are part 
of the public facilities in a com­
munity. In the same way that 
roads, parks or libraries are. They 
exist for the community in de­
fense lot the civic and personal 
competence of all people It 
would be small help to our na­
tion if churches, labor organiza­
tions. chambers of commerce, 
political parties and fraternal 
organizations were to be en­
couraged to recruit the children 
for their own special schools.

Freedom of the conscience is 
another value guarded by our 
American tradition and consti­
tutions. Religious participation 
must be voluntary Conformity 
is not religion.

The use of coercive political 
powers to enforce prayers, church 
attendance and creeds would out­
rage the American public. Our 
reactions should be the same if 
the tax collector were to go after 
funds for religious education. Ob­
viously. all instruction which is 
formulated for the attainment 
of religious objectives must be 
classified as religious education.

Care has been taken not to 
impose on the conscience of the 
child or the parents tn the pub­
lic schools. We must also be 
careful not to coerce taxpayers 
into a religious participation. 
Money represents their time and 
energy.

Freedom of the churches must 
also be understood and protected. 
They must be tree of political 
control and of economic depend­
ence. Relying on the commit­
ment and the stewardship of 
their own people, the churches 
must have their own sources of 
income if they are to proclaim 
freely their highest Ideals and 
prophetic Insights. Dependence 
on public funds exposes them to 
control by political authorities 
and to jeopardy by the shifting 
movements of politics. Most 
countries which have Ignored this 
principle are now known for low 
chdrch attendance, antl-clerieai- 
ism and even communism.

If public funds were available 
for sectarian education they 
would, of course, be equally 
available to all groups. Many 
groups would feel that In self- 
defense they must open schools 
Communities that are now served 
by one good public school could 
soon find themselves with a dozen 
church schools, which are high 

(Cont. p. 3j co]. 3. 
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(Cont. from p. 2, 
col. 2)
nn <«■ ** bv u* ew««- 
e*t» er tax erwlli —tliai Tka 
ferawr eataUe a (Brest mmx 
mat to senate ar aiataato to 
Mto Uwa sax taiUaa al Un 
Kktoi *t their chetee. The lat­
ter entail! a partial tax ereAil ea 
nwnt. pata ta talttea ar faaa 
el the wheel at their that!!. Tkto 
credit b eaMneted tram iaaaaw 
tax.

A plan et Aired eataMtoa far 
children and siadenta wfce attend 
Independent aehaala haa a dta- 
Uncl advantare: Il eatabliahaa 
only a rovenunent-rtadent (er 
Ferret i relatlaaahlp. Il aatab- 
liahea no rovernment-aehaei n- 
latioashlp. Thia haa Ina Impor­
tant eonsequeneea. Fleet, Il ere- 
atea no new baaia far rarernmeat 
control of Independent aehaala. 
Secondly, the conf need toaae af 
aeparaUon of church and alate 
cannot property be raiaed.

The certificate or tax credit 
plan does not give the aid to in­
dependent or church-related 
schools It aids only the student!. 

children and their paranta.
The coUace-potn* GJ. was sub- 

aidlaed, not the school he attend­
ed. The President's Committee on 
education Beyond Hlph School 
said: “The Committee doea not 
believe that thia assistance to 
veterans was destined to help, 
even indirectly, the institutions. 
Actually, it imposed an enormous 
burden on them . .

Wilber G. Kata. Chlcaxo Uni­
versity professor of la*, declared 
that "Concnas left veterans free 
aa to their choice of school and 
profession." And he noted point­
edly that “not even the most en­
thusiastic ‘separationlsta’ critici­
sed this policy or questioned Its 
constitutionality ” Veterans used 
tax money to pay tuition at New 
York's Baptist Bible Seminary.

Besides liberals, taxpayers also 
are giving sober consideration to 
the certificate and tax credit 
plans. They are discovering that 
the adoption of either of these 
plans would. In a short span of 
yean, save the taxpayer many 
hundreds of millions of dollan 
yearly for the education of 
American youth.

(Cont. from p. 2, 
col. U)
h eml bat tow ta qaalHx. BaM- 
tan, (seekers. eqatosseat, tenas- 
partaMsu weald all be taeBee- 
Uveiy aaad.

Buch deterioration of general 
education in America Just at the 
time when the Russians have 
startled the world with the tech­
nical power of a government 
monopolled educational system 
would drastically influence the 
whole future of freedom. Our 
government would have no choice 
left but to impose strict controls 
on all schools. The public might 
demand the end of special In­
terest efforts al general educa­
tion.

In an enduring competitive 
situation those groups which find 
cooperation most difficult would 
be the hardest hit. In some 
states the Baptists could be pre­
dominant. In several cities the 
Roman Catholics could predom­
inate. In some areas Protestant 
alignments would produce coop­
erative schools. In such areas 
struggling minorities would be 

forced to compromise or to travel 
gnat distances to acceptable 
schools.

This is not the way to solve 
America's educational problems. 
On the contrary. I propose a na­
tion-wide re-study of the values 
guarded by our Constitutions.

America’s educational needs 
an great. Not only an the Rus­
sians making tremendous strides, 
but a new age with new needs 
for our people has opened before 
us. As an American people we 
must attain new educational 
levels in all fields. Study groups 
are tn order in every community 
al! over the nation seeking the 
best answers to the conservation 
and the spreading of the funda­
mental Insights of American 
democracy.

In this task the churches may 
well participate. Giving an ade­
quate spiritual understanding Is 
the responsibility of the church 
and the home. These can give 
more and better religious educa­
tion without Interfering with the 
Improvement of the general edu­
cation of our people.

(Cont. from page 1) violate the same principle 
which we claim to defend. Aa long as Baptists are 
teaching Bible in public schools on school property 
and time, there can be no effective effort to main­
tain our traditional position on separation of 
church and state.

Those who would include religion in the public 
schools are sincere Christians seeking to stop the 
rising tide of juvenile delinquency by teaching the 
Word of God in whatever place it can be taught. They 
also argue that education which ignores the central 
truth of God's revelation in the world and in his­
tory is Inadequate.

The question at issue here is the attempt to 
solve these two problems by moving into the public 
school system to teach the Bible. There are a num­
ber of reasons for avoiding such a program.

(1) It is unconstitutional. The First Amend­
ment prohibits the government from making a law re­
specting an establishment of religion or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof. The practice of teach­
ing Bible on released time using public school fac- 
-lities has already been tested in the courts and 
has been ruled unconstitutional in the McCollum 
case in I9I7.

(2) It is unwise. It is impossible to teach 
the Bible merely as great literature or as good 
morality. The sincere Christian must teach it as 
the book of the unique revelation of God -- a book 
3f religion. In order to teach it adequately, a 
specific interpretation must be given. Thus the 
religious interpretation of the majority of the 
community or the most influential of the community 
lias the advantage of propaganda through the build­
ings and equipment financed by all of the community.

(3) It is Inadequate. The use of public school 
Programs and properties for scriptural instruction 
is not the panacea which some are claiming it to be.

Most of the enrollees in such Instruction are youth 
already interested in religion. They could be 
helped just as much through a properly geared 
church program as through public school instruction.

God did not choose the state or the public edu­
cational system as his plan for propagating the gos ­
pel. He refused to depend upon such coercive Inst! 
tutlons. He ehose the local church as his Institu­
tion. While the churches may seem inadequate in the 
eyes of men for the gigantic task, It is deemed 
adequate in the eyes of God who formulated the plan

# # #
PLANS DEVELOP FOR RELIGIOUS. LIBERTY CONFERENCE 
ON THE CHURCHES AND EDUCATION NEXT SEPTEMBER

The relation of the churches to the public 
schools and the place of religion in education will 
be the subject of the third annual religious liberty 
conference next fail. The date has been set by the 
executive committee of the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs as September 15-17, 1959-

Two religious liberty conferences have already 
been held on the subject of the use of public funds 
by church agencies and institutions. Due to the 
increasing national concern on problems of education 
in relation to religious instruction this third con 
ference has been projected. These conferences are 
not for the purpose of arriving at an "official" 
Baptist position, but they are for exchange of ideas 
and discussion of the principles involved. As a 
result of the conferences it is hoped that Baptist 
thinking and convictions will be stimulated and 
that Christian answers can be found to the rising 
complexity of problems that confront the nation in 
the area of religious liberty.

Four major areas of discussion will occupy the 
attention of the conference next September. The 
suggested problems for discussion are: (1) What 
precautionary policies are needed, in view of 
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national educational policies, to safeguard the 
freedom and independence of the institutions of 
higher learning on which our "Baptist movement de­
pends for its leadership? (2) What institutional 
patterns can be approved or created for giving the 
rising generation a more adequate-Christian in­
struction than the one-day-per-week programs can 
achieve? (3) What can and should be done by way of 
adult church education to enable our Baptist people 
to respond to public issues as Christians and as 
Baptists with a realistic appreciation of the in­
sights that give us coherence and consensus?
(4) What principles and procedures must be recog­
nized in the public schools in order to properly 
safeguard the religious freedom of all families in 
the conmunity, and in order for us to have a con­
sistent Baptist witness in all parts of our nation?

Introductory papers on topics related to these 
problems will be prepared in advance for distribu­
tion to the participants of the conference.

The meeting will remain a "Baptist" conference 
and will be attended by representative persons 
throughout the nation who have interests and con­
cerns with the subject matter under discussion. 
Members of Baptist public affairs consulttees, Bap­
tist educators, public school administrators, pas­
tors ana parents will be invited to the conference.

# # #

FOREIGN MISSION BOARD JOURNAL APPEALS FOR
PRACTICE OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AMONG BAPTISTS

An appeal for the practice of religious liberty 
was made in the Nov., 1958, issue of The Commission, 
foreign mission publication of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. In an editorial The Conmission de­
clared, "Because the issues related to religious 
liberty are complex, the whole concept of religious 
liberty needs more than declaration. It needs 
definition and implication.”

The editorial then called for an examination of 
the biblical basis for religious liberty and stated 
that "every Christian should exemplify the princi­
ples of religious liberty in his thoughts,

enunciations and actions.

In reinforcing its appeal for restudy of the 
biblical basis of religious liberty The CoMlaalco 
quoted from an article by Clifton J. Allen, edito­
rial secretary of the Sunday School Board oft ths 
Southern Baptist Convention, and. a special pieitte* 
of scholars for the Baptist Joint Outage cm M>- 
lie Affairs, It said that "although the doctrine 
of religious liberty does notrglV-eH proof texts, 
the Bible contains truth that bears on this thmm 
and provides abundant teaching that validates it." 
Principles involving religious liberty were set 
forth as follows: (1) Religious liberty la grounded 
in the nature of man. (2) Religious liberty mist 
be exercised in the social order. (3) Religious 
liberty for the Christian is both controlled and 
motivated'by Christian love. (U) Religious liberty 
for the Christian involves acceptance of the respon­
sibility and consequences of Christian discipleship.
(5) Religious liberty for the Christian will find 
its full realization in the freedom and under the 
direction of the Holy Spirit.

Speaking of the Bible as a moral guide in the 
relationships of men, The Commission said that "any 
curb, legal, social, or religious, on the proclaak- 
tion and demonstration of the moral responsibili­
ties demanded of us by the Bible becomes 1 id lately 
an Infringement upon religious liberty.”

"In times when crime is on the increase, alco­
holism is so calamitous to life and morals, and 
racial conflict is raging, let us seek and follow 
principles laid down in the Scriptures in all our 
efforts to cope with these dangers. And let us 
grant full religious liberty to God's servants, 
whether they be laymen or preachers■

"It could well be tragic that in many Baptist 
circles and pulpits there is no religious liberty 
to speak on these moral, and therefore religious, 
issues. And it could be that, as in the past, 
God's Judgment and retribution will be visited upon 
us for lack of vision, courage, and declaration in 
an hour when what God wills, and not what man 
thinks, is the solution so urgently needed."
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