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SHOULD RELIGION BE TAUGHT IN PUBLIC SCROOLSt
BAPTIST PAPER ENTERS DISCUSSION OF 183UES

The August 6, 1958, iesus of the Daptiet Stand-
ard of Taxms, edited by E. B. James, contained two
articles an the question, "fhould religion be taught
in the public schools?” The effirmative position
wvas taken by H, V., Williams, professor of educstion
st Baylor University, Waco, Tex., and the negative
vas presented by James R. Allen, pmetor of the
Cockrell Hill Baptist Church, Dallas, Tex. Dus to
the intense interest in this question throughout
the nation the “Report from the Capital” summarires
these tvo articles by equally consclentious Baptists
vith the suggestion that the dsbate ought to con-
tinue until) Baptiste have talked themaslves to-
gether on the fundamental principles involved.

For Religion in Public Bchools

H. V. Willlems: Our faith in liberty and demo-
cracy 18 rooted in s spiritual heritage asserting
the dignity and value of the hmman goul es a child
of God. The fact that tha schools resain neutral
on this matter has & Adstermining effect on wvhat our
youthe considsr important, If every phase of life
excePt religion say enter into the curriculum of
the school there ia indication that it has no
importance.

Thres approaches are made to the proposition of
teaching religion in the public schoola.

Firet, there are certain non-religious concepte,
vhich in reality have a religious foundation, that
can be taught in the public schocle. To teach
these accepted spiritual, morel, and ethical values
vould not be teaching religion but rethar s demo-
cratic vay of 1ife. Thess values are axpressad
through such terms ae democracy, sharing, comsunity
helpers. Religion in sciencs, history, litereture
and in the growth of human parecoalities would be
Proper areas of instruction, as well as the use of
the Bible me a source book. An objective study of
the importence of the church and religiocus lifs es-
Pecinlly as exemplified by the great life ideals
end virtues of eminent characters in owr national
history would aleo be acceptable. The schoole eould
6lac teach the practice of charity, tolsrence, re-
6Pect, reverence, meditation and inward harmony.

Second, after-school religicus education could
be carried on under the direction of an interfaith
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committee, with no school credit given, and vith
the curriculum developed by the committee mnd the
taschers.

Third, accredited courses in Bible emphesizing
the literwry and historical wvalues could bs includ-
ed in the curriculum,

The first plan recognites the contributions of
religion t0 our way of human behavior primarily
through acceptable spiritusl, moral, ethical velues;
three valuss are integrated into ths activitiss of
tbhe school. The next concerns after-school classes
and nctivities conducted by interfaith committees
and vhich are apart from the supervision of achool
suthorities, The last is the inclusion in the
achoolts curriculums of & study of the development
of religion and of the historicel and moral and
literary values a8 found in the Bible,

For Church-Centered Religious Education

Jemes R, Allen: The vital question of separa-
tion of church and etate is being fought out on the
battlefield of the public achool. This basic tenet
of American democracy inculcated in the First Amend-
mant to the Conetitution is in greatest jeopardy in
the area of education. The campaign of encroach-
nent which ie wvaged by parochimlly-minded groups is
producing & pressure which cowea dangerously close
to sweeping the principle towvard complete oblivion
in Americen life.

Rot only are forces at work trying to get tax
money for the support of religious schools, but
they are attempting to get their voices heard in
the public echool. Before Baptist voices of pro-
test over such a situation can be heard, there must
be a self-examination to eliminate practices which

{Continued on page 3)

WOTE ON UPI ARTICLES ON PACE 2

-

The articles on page 2 are reprinted by per-
miseion of the United Press International. They
were vritten at the request of UPI and vere giv-
en nationa) circulation in the Newvefeature aec-
tion of Oct. 19, 1958. Additionsl reprinta of
these two significant articles are available in
ressonable quantities from the Baptist Jolnt
Committee on Public Affairs.
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NEWSFEATURES

United Press International
220 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y.

Pros and Cons: Should Govery[nment
Grant $ Aid to Parochial Schools?

(Sboul the gevernment subsidise the educatisn of children whe sttend parechial scheels? Twe pruminent clergyman
debate this sharply ceatreversial question in the following signed dispatches, written for Unlied Freas Intermational
{The case for goveramenst subsidies bs prescnted by & Raman Cathelio schelar, the Rev. Virgfl C. Rium, 5. J., assigtani

prefemsor of

Emanwel Carison, executive dirvcter of the Baptist Jeint Commities sn Public Afaire.)
By THE KEV. VIRGIL C. BLUM, 8.J.
Assistant Prefomer of Politioal Science, Marquette Universily
{Written for Uniled Fress Intansilonal)

The First Amendment guaranteea fresdom of mind snd freedom
of religion. These freedoms command the atales to distridiita educa-
ticoal benefits equally to all children nnd students regnrdless of the
achool attended. Enforced conformity to the philosophical and theo-
iogical orientation of state schools na s condition for sharing in educa-
tional benefita Is a serious violmtion of freedom of thought and belief.

1o & {ree soclety the Individual
person must be suprems and cen-
tral. His velue, dignity, and
worth, his other-world destiny,
his sonship of God, demand per-
aoDAl freedom in the things of
the mind and spirit. These Iree-
doma our forefatherzs wisely
suaranieed to every individual In
the Pirast Amendment Ebnforced
conformity in the things of the
mind and splrit, they knew. de-
stroys the freedom of the indi-
vidual and of society.

In the distribution of its bene-
fits government must respect the
constitutional rights of the In-
dividual. It cannot, for example,
demand that the needy aged sur-
render thelr conatitutional right
t0 vote as & condition for sharing
In old age assixtance bhenefits.

In the distribution of its edu-
catlonal! benefitz government
must recognize children and stu-
dents clothed in all their consti-

. tatlonatl rights. One of these
righta, zays the Supreme Court,
12 the right. based on freedom of
mind and religion, to attend the
school of thelr cholce. Chidren
and students can not be forced to
surrender their right as a condi-
tion for sharing In educational
bepefits. SBuch a condition Is In
violation of the Mirst and Pour-
teenth Amendments.

These constitutional guaran-
tees of freedomrof mind and re-
ligion In the choice of school
were incorporated in the G1
AUl Veterans were not forced to
uttend state colleges aa o condi-
tion for sharing In public educa-
tional bemefita. With subeidy In
hand, thry were free to attend
the 474 Protestant, the 285 Cath-
olic. the flve Jewish institutions
of higher education.

Liberal Americana in increas-
Ing numbers are saying that gov-
ernment caDnotl demand the
swrender of freedom of mind
and religion (n the choice of
school as the condition for shar-
Ing In educational benefits. Such
a condition. like & condition on
the right to vote, they szay, vio-
lates the Bill of Rights

“It i3 inconcelvable.” sald the
U.A. Supreme Court iIn denounc-
ing Iimpoard conditiona, “that
quarantees embedded in the Con-
stitution of the United Btates
mey thus be manipulated out of
existence.” Liberals are disturbed,
moreover, by Lhe realization that,
as the Court warmed. “If the
state may compel the surrender
of one constitutlona) right as e
condition of s favor, It toay. in
like munner, compe! the surren-
der of all

Freedom - conscious citizens,
turther, reject the idea that s
chlid or student can be forced to
conform to the philosophical and
theological arientation of public
education as = condition for
sharing in government education-
ol benefita. It makes no differ-
ence whether thia orientatlon is
Protestant, Cetholic, Jewish sec-
ularist or agnostic The state
cannot force s child or student to
conform to It Enforced conform-
ity violates freedom of mind and
freedom of religion. These liber-
als reject the philosophy of Lhe
conformitarians.

In ender (o predect the counsll-
tutisnal rights of meuncenformist
children and stedenis, these clil-
seps arge that govermment sob-
sidize ther coduontisn directly.

(Cont. p. 3, col. 1)

science st Maryuette University, Milwankee, Wis. The case ngninst subsidies Is presented by Dr. O,

By THE REV. O. ENMANUKL CARLSON, D.D.
Exsculive Direcies, Bapiivt Jeint Commitios on Publle Affuirs
(Wriliam far Uniied Frem Interusiional)
An educations| crisis exists throughout the world thess days. New
naticns ars emerging, old aations are sseking renswal, strong nations
are seeking to be stronger, and education la involyed for oll of thes.

I America la to develop ths
strongth which repreasnta our
heritage we must take care Lo
conserve the fundamental valuea
and inaights which have been
distinctively ours. In this end 1
Propose a nation-wide aggresaive
re-study of the values which our
Federal and Btate Conatitutions
are designed (o guard Many of
these valuea are closely related
10 our educational gystem.

Democratic oontrol of genheral
education is one of these values.
Dictators have made the schools
a major target for thelr control.
General educaticn, democratical-
ty controlled bty elecied leadera,
and carried forward by compet-
ent Drof: 1 ed 2, gives
strength to democracy. The pub-
lic achools must nol be permitted
to becotne tools in the handa of
specisl interesia [nstitutional In-
teresis, whether economic, pallti-
cal, religioun or racial, ought not
10 control the general sducation
of the nation.

The Pederal and Lthe Btate gov-
ernments provide public funds
for public education This 18 In
no sense a welfare dole. On the
contrary, public schools are part
of the publlc facliities in a com-
munity. In the same way that
roads, parks or libraries are. They
exist for the community in de-
fense jot the clvic and personal
competence of all people 1t
would be small help to ocur na-
tion if churches, labor organiza-
tiona. chambers of commerce,
political parties and fraternal
organjzations were to be en-
couraged to recruit the children
for their own special schaonlg.

Preedom of the consclence s
another valuze guarded by our
American tradition and consti-
tutions. Religious participation
must be voluntary Conformity
is not religion.

The use of coercive political

powers to enfarce prayers, church
altepdance and croeds would out-
rage the American public. Owr
reactions should be the same If
the tax callector were {0 go after
funds for religious education. Ob-
viously. all instruction which i
formulated for the attalnment
of religicus ob)ectives must be
clessified an religioua education.

Care has been taken not to
impose on the consclence of the
child or the parents (n the pub~
lic schools. We must also be
careful oot to coerce taxpayen
into a religious participation.
Money representa their time and
energy.

Froadom »f the oharches mast
also be wondersiood snd prelscied
They wmast be free of pollileal

a '} “ d 1 Y )

their swn peeple, the charche
must have their awn somrces of
Income it they are to prechaim
freely their highest Wiy amd
prophcilo lasights. Depenidsnot
on publie funds cxpases (hem io
centrel by political antharilie
and ie Jospardy by the shifiing
meverments of politios Bost
cauntries which have ignored thla
principie are mew Wmown fer low
chdrch atteodance. anil-chreieal-
lam and sven cemmunlem

It public funds weve svallable
for meciarian cdacation (hey
wosld. of course. be equshy
svailable te afl groupe. Masy
aveups womld feel that In seif-
defense (hey mast epen schesh
Communliten that are psw served
by ame geod pwmblic scheol ronid
seoa Aind themselves wilh a deweS
church scheels, which are high

(Cont. p. 3, col. 3
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A plan of dirvet sudobii for
chiddren and sindonts whe sthend
jndepeadent ochesls has » dis-
tinct advaminge: I establiches
soly s gvvermment-siadest (or
parent’ relatieaahip. T8 astab.
lishew G sovernment-seheosl re-
lstiemship. This bas (we mper-
snl conseqguences. First, ¥ ore-

cannst prepetly be ralsed.

The certificate or tax credit
plan doez not give the ald to in-
dependent  or  church-related
schools Tt aids only the students,

yenre, save the taxpayer many
hundreds of millions of dollars
yearly for the education of

American youth.

In an enduring competitive
altustion those groupe which And
cooperation most difficult would
be the hardest hit. In amme
states the Baptista could be pre-
dominant. In seversl cities the

slignments would producs coop-
erative achools. In such aress
struggling miporities would be
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{otoed 10 compramise or to travel
et

America’'s oducational noeds
are great, Not only are the Rus-
siana melking tremendous strides.
but & New age with pew needs
for our poople has opened befors
us. As an American people we
must attaln new educstional
levels (n ml) Aelds. Atudy groups
are (0 order in every community
al) over the natinn seeking the
best answers o the conservation
and the spreading of the funda-
mental Insighta of American
democracy.

In this taak the churches may
well participate. Olving an ade-
quate spiritual understanding o
the responsibllity of the church
and the home. Thess can €ive
more and better religious educa-
tion without Interfering with the
Improvement of the genern) edue
cation of our people.

{(Cont. from page 1) violate the same principle
vhich ve claim t0 defend. As long as Baptiste are
teaching Bible in public schools on school property
acd time, there can be no effective effort to main.
tain our traditional position on separation of
church and atate.

Those wbo would include religion in the public
schools are sincere Christians seeking to stop the
rising tide of juvenile delinquency by teaching the
Word of God in whatever place it can be taught. They
also argue that education which ignores the central
truth of God's revelation in the world and in his-
tory is inadequate, ‘

The guestion at issue here ls the attempt to
golve these two problems by moving 1lnto the public
8chool system to tesch the Bible. There are & num-
ber of reasons for avoiding such & program.

(1) 1t 1s unconstitutional, The Firet Amend-
went prohibits the government from making & lav re-
specting an establishment of religion or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof, The practice of teach-
irg 3{ble on relemsed time using public school fac-
:litlea has already been tested in the courts and
“8s been ruled unconstitutional in the MeCollum
case in 1947,

(2) It is unwise. It is impossible to teach
the Sible merely as great literature or as good
morality, The sincere Christian muat teach it as
‘de book of the unique revelation of Jod -- & booi
3 reiigion. 1In order to teach it adequately, s
Specific interpretation must be given. Thus the
religious interpretation of the majority of the
Comunity or the most influentisl of the community
'as the advantage of propaganda through the build-
+ffs and equipment financed gy all of the community.

(3} 1t is inadequate. The use of public school
Programs and properties for scriptural instruction
12 not the panacea which some are claiming it to be.

Host of the enrvllees in such instruction mre youth

already interested in religion. They could be
helped just as smuch through & properly geared
church progremss through public school instruction.

God 414 not choose the state or the public edu-
cational system m hie plan for propangating the gos-
pel, He refused to depend upon such coercive insti-
tutions, He c¢hose the local church as his institu-
tion. While the churches may seem inadequate in the
eyeg Of men for the gigantic task, 1t ig deemed
adequate in the eyes of God who formulated the plan

# £ #

PLANS DEVELOP FOR RELIGIOUS, LIBERTY CONFERENCE
ON THE CHURCHES ARD EDUCATION REXT SEPTEMPER

The relation of the churches to the public
schoole and the place of religion in educetion will
be the subject of the third annual religioues liberty
conference next fall., The date has been set by the
executive committee of the Baptist Joint Committee
on Public Affairs as September 15-17, 1959.

Two religious liberty conferences have already
been held on the subject of the use of public funds
by church agencles and institutions, Due to the
increasing national concern on problems of education
in relation to religious inetruction this third con-
ference hag been projected. These conferencee are
not for the purpose of arriving at an "official”
Baptist position, but they are for exchange of 1deas
and discussion of the principles involved. As a
result of the conferences it is hoped that Baptist
thinking and convictions will be stimuleted and
that Christian answers can be found to the rising
complexity of problems that confront the nation in
the area of religious liberty.

Four major areag of discussion will occupy the
sttention of the conference next 3September, The
suggested problems for discuseion are: (1) What
precantionary policies are needed, in view of
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pational educetional policies, to safsgumrd the
fresdom and indspendence of the institutions of
bigher leaming on which our Baptist movemsnt de-
pende for its leadership? (2) What instituticoal
patterns can be approved or created for giving the
rising generation & more adequater Christian in-
struction than the one-day-per-week programs cdn
achieve? {3) What can and should be done by wey of
adult church education to enable cur Baptist people
to respond to public jssuss as Christians and as
Baptists with a Tealistic appreciation of thes in-
sights that give us coherence and consensust

{4) what principles and procedures must be recog-
nized in ths public schools in order to properly
safeguard the religious freedom of all families in
the community, and in order for us to have a con-
sistent Baptist witness in all parts of our natlomn?

Introductory papere on topics related to these
problems wlill be prepared in advance for distribu-
tion to the participantis of the conference.

The meeting will remain a "Baptist"” conference
and will be attended by representative persons
throughout the nation who have interests and con-
cerns with the subject matter under diecussion,
Members of Baptist public affairs cowmilttees, Bap-
tist educators, public echool administretors, pms-
tors ana parents will be invited to the conference,

i ##
FOREIGN +ISSION BOARD JOURNAL APPEALS FOR
PRACTICE OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AMONG BAPTISTS

Ao eppeal for the prectice of religious liberty
vag made in the Nov., 1958, 1ssue of The Cosmisesion,
foreign mission publication of the Southern Baptist
Convention., In an editorial The Commission de-
clared, "Because the iseues related to religious
liberty are complex, the whole concept of religious
liberty needs more than declaration. It needs
definition end implication.”

The editorial then called for an evamination of
the biblical bagis for religious liberty and stated
that "every Christian should exemplify the princi-
Ples of religious liberty in his thoughta,

Wovesber-Decesber, 19%

enunciations and actione.

In reinforcing its appeal for restudy of the
biblioal bmwis of religious liberty The Comdegiog .
quoted from en articls by Cliftom J. Allen, edito.

Tial secretary of the Bunday School Board of) the
Southern Baptist Convention, end s special ttee ’
of acholars for the Baptist Joint Cowmdt o M.

lic Affairs, It ssid that “although tHs doctring
of religious liberty does not X6¥U-oxl proof taxts,
the Bible containe truth tha? bears om this thems
and providss sbundsnt teathing that validates it."
Principles involving religious liberty were set
forth sa follove: (1) RéIlgiocus liberty ia grounded
in the oature of mn, (2) Religious liberty sust
be exercised in the social order. (3) Religious
11iberty for the Christian is both controlled smd
motivated by Christian love, (&) Religlous liberty
for the Christian involves acoeptance of the reepou-
sibility and consequences of Christian dlscipleship.
(S) Religious liberty for the Christisn vill find
its full realization in the freedom and under the
direction of the Holy Spirit,

W

Speaking of the Bible ap & moral guide in the
relationehips of wen, The Commiesion said that “any
curb, legal, socisl, or religicus, on the proclemm-
tion and demonstrution of the woral responsibili-
ties desmnded of us by the Bible becomes jmmedistely
an infyringement opon religious liberty.”

“In timep when crime i{s on the increase, alco-
holiem is eo calamitous to life and moruls, snd
racial conflict is reging, let us seek and follow
principles 1laid Aown Iin the Bcriptures in all our
efforts t¢ cope with these dangers. And let us
grant full religious libderty to Cod'e servante,
vhether they be laymen or preachers.

"It could well be tragic thet in many Beptist
circles and pulpits there is no religious liberty
to epeak on these moral, and therefore religious,
issues, And it could be that, as in the past,
God's judgment and retribution will be visited upon
us for lack of vielon, courage, and daclamtion in
an hour when what God wills, and not vhat man
thinks, 1s the solution ec urgently needed.”
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