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STEPS TAKEN BUT ANSWER MOT FOUND
FOR RELICIOUS LIBERTY IN WELFARE STATE

By C. Bmanuel Carleon

An lmportant progrese report on church-state
policies, prepared by s special committee of 25,
has been approved by the Baptist State Convention
of Morth Carclina,

The Committee was appointed in 1956. They took
their asslgnment seriously and worked intensively
on the igsuss. Their report im important both be-
cause of what it saye and because of the questions
left unansvered, Their report should be the occa-
sion for wvide discussion of the principles.

The Committee's assignment wvaa a difficult one.
The commenta which follow are in no sense an attack
on hor & ¢ritique of their work. Nonetheless, the
conclusions reached by one ares bear so heavily on
the wvork of all areas that we must spere no effort
to maintain nation-wide communications on these
problems. In thie epirit we urge careful study of
the North Caroclina Convention mction.

'Separation' Needs Definition

The Committee's statement that there is no puch
thing as "absolute meparation of church and state”
in 8 call for more precime language. It ip ob-
viously true that these institutional patterns are
not “abdsolute.” But this statement also admits
that we must be prepared to show vhat separation
zeans and vhy we favor that policy. At thie point
there ip m lerge gap in the report.

When one proceeds to atudy church-state rela-
tionse one moon fimds that churches get title to
their property from the Register of Deeds, that the
church building 1s erected according to a building
tode, besides m road built by a local goverrment de-
mrtment, enjoylng the protection of the police and

of the fire Aspartment. These, and the Cammittee's
ligt, may compel us to discard some 111-chosen
vocabulary, but it does not alter the importance

of “separation of church and state.”

There are at least six facets that have given
shape to our Baptist concapt in this matter. These
8re not explored by the Comaittee's report but are
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i{n the background. In discussing the lssues we
mst keep these fully in view.

Dietinct 'Reasons for Being'

1. Separation means that the church has its own
“reasons for being” and that these reasonm ere dis-
tinct from those of the state, Both church and
state may desire law and order, defenke against
forelgn enemies, an onrlerly and Just econowmy, the
protection of the person, etc., but these are bas-
ically Tunctions of the state and not of the
churches. The Rew Testament presents & church that
deals in the gospel, in a fellowship of faith, and
in love t0 all mankind, Jts members g0 out to par-
ticipate aa nobler citizena, but the ilnptitutiona
atill have separate raison d'etre.

Each Has Ite Own 'Public’

2. Separation also means that each has its own
"public,” A person {sa born into the state, and the
political commmnity therefore normailly includes all
the people, Rot sll, however, accept the gospel,
cultivate Christian faith, or seek to nurture the
distinctive Christian way of life, The two "pub-
lica" overlap, and the churches should strive to
win all., DNonetheleaa, the two publica are and must
be "gepareate.” If the church 1s a fellowship of
faith it muet of necessity be a voluntary group.

Methods Must Be Different

3. Furthermore, the methods of the church must
be distinct from those of the state. Military ac-
tion, police methods, and tax powers are all appro-
priate and usable toward the objectives af the
state. These do not work aa means by which to
reach spiritual objectives. In contrest, the
churches must rely on inatruction, worehip, prayer,
lJove, to the end that thai{r members may “put on the
vhole armor of God," including truth, righteous-
ness, peace, faith, the Word, and the many other
spiritual graces.

Separate Administrastion Required

L, Separation Ln the above matters requires
that there be separate sdminiatrationa of the two
inetitutions. The church cannot be a "department
of ecclesiastical affmirs” in the government, and
the government cannot be the "action depmrtment” of
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the church. History is replete with evidamce that
the "uss of the clmurches” for the "moral and spiri-
tual” purposes of governmant ‘makes them something
less than the church of vhich Christ is Iord, Like-
vise, vban the churches try to reach their objec-
tives by political sction, they still have not done
their job.

Separste Sources of Support

5. It follows that the two must bave their own
separate sources of revenue. The control of the
purse represents final control of policy in tha 1life
of institutions, Accordingly, institutiops that
depend on tax funds are basically dependent on gov-
ernment regardless of how the Boards may be chosen.
And further, payment of cne's taxes involves an ex-
perience which is not even similar to Christian
stewardship. The qualities of chammcter vhich are
developed by voluntary otewardship camot be mia-
taken for those nurtured by the tax collector.

Separate Educmtiopml Progreums

6. If the above distinctions are valid, it also
oliovs that church and state wust each have their
own appropriate educational progrems. Thes churches
cannot delegate the educsation of their members and
of their leeders to the state. HNeither is 1t in
order for the clurches to sttesmpt to monopolize the
channels of knowledge =0 a3 to limit the political
and economic order to the scope of the church pro-
grans. The former arrungement has always paralyzed
the chureh and the latter Bhrrengement has stagneted
the state.

The importance of these broad principles is not
difficult to see. The problewms arise when we try
to show wvhat they mean in practice. Such practical
igpues az government loans to sectarian dormitories
snd hospitals, government grantes to religiously
aponsored medicel research, and govermment ald to
the dependent people who are cared for by denomina-
tional agencieg are difficult to resolve,

)

Report From The Capit
Forth Carolina Procedurs

Iatlnheoofmnm‘blﬂfhm‘w-
Committee reccmmended a procedure instasd of a
positionm,

/
fen
§oy-
aid oot
aation to
tion for reviev Y.

“I. The Comvention shall requive its
and institutions to present any progrems
ermmment grents or any form of
already suthorised in kind by
the General Board of the
fore agresmants are -dn;/

"I1. Acceptance of -*h grunta or aid shall be
based upon approval of beth Trustees of the insti.
tution or agency involved and the Cemarsl Board,

“III, -All institutions or agsncies opereting
in cooperation with govermment as above shall re-
port annually upon such operations to the General
Board. "

Guidance for the Procedurw

For guidance in this procedure three principles
vere proposed:

"1l. There shall be no elament of control by the
other, either actual or implied.

“2. The Convention will anter no cooperative
enterprise wvith government for the sole purpose of
advancing its own interest.

"3. The Convention and/or ite institutions end
agencies may accept assistance from government only
in such cases ag will enable it or them to render
services commensurate with that assiatance.”

Morth Carolina has probably not found the for-
mula that answvers the vexing questions how to prec-
tice religious liberty in & “welfare state.”
Hevertheleps, they have contributed valusble
materiales for our denomination-wide diecuasion.

WILL CHURCH SCHOOLS REMAIN DISTINCT
UNDER REW DEVELOPMENTS IN EDUCATION?

Church-gtate problems in the Nationsl Defenpe
Eaucation Act of 1958 ere beginning to emerge into
sharper focua, according to C. Emanuel Carlson,
executive director of the Baptist Joint Committee
on Puhlic Affaira.

The church-gtate problems are eriaing fram the
Provisions of the bill meking possidle loana and
grants to educationel institutions, both public and
private, both for higher education and elementary
and secondary achools, the fellowship program, and
the testing, counseling and guidance programs.

In reference to the administration of the Fdu-
cation Act Carlson said, "While the policies being
formulated pertain to public educational interests,
nonetheless many of them will seek thosa public ob-
Jectives through agreements with church-related in-
stitutions. He then ssked, "When the policiaes

have been made and the use of the formuls hae been
enlerged, will these schools be church fnetitutions
or will they be public institutiona?”

Calling sttention to the future role of the
United States Government in the procass of voca-
tional guidence, Carlson said, "There 1s no concept
that 1s more vitsl to church interest than that of
'vocation® in the broad sense of life stevardship.
Churchmen will do well to keep in close contact
wigh thls program.”

During the formulation and debate period of the
Education Act, Carlson warned, "These cooperative
arrsngaments for ‘nationel defense’ and 'to meet
critical nationel needa' may present problems for
schools which seek to remain church agencies. Hov
much government supervision will be necessary 1o
order to carry out the 'conditions of egreements,’
@8 specified in the bill and as w11l be davel-
oped in ths administration of the bil), is difficult
to conjecture, but the door 1a open.”

-
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READERS MAXE EFFECTIVE USE OF 'REPORT' AND MATERIALS FROM PUBLIC AFPAIRS CFFICE

Dear Sir:

Just received is the Novesder-December issus
of the Raport From The Capital with the reprint
froe the United Press Intarnetioonl Nevefeature
on govermment aid to parochial schools., I abould
appreciate very much receiving 10 additionsal re-
printe of this festure, if possible, so that I
can uss them in counection vith =y classes in
American government.

1 find each issus of the Report From The
Capital interesting as well as useful in comnec-
ticen with my classes in history and politioml
science. Some have contriduted to toples comeid-
ered at & legislative seminar conducted by the
South Dakota Couneil of Churches., I am, there-
fore, alvayw happy vhen the day's mail contains
s nev issue,

Ralph B, Tingley
Sioux Falls College
Sioux FPmlls, 8. D,

Deayr Sirse:

I should like very much t¢ use S0 coples of
the UFI relsase on "Government Ald to Farochisl
Sehools” in my American Maticoal Goverrment
course. Since this is & Baptist related univer-
eity with a president who has taken strong actiom
in considering this issue in professiocoal meet-
tngs, it 1s particularly appropriate for student
debate and study.

Luther Wesley Smith, Jr,
Stetson University
Deland, Fla.

Dear Dr, Carleon:

We are devoting one session of the Christian
Life Workshop to the sublect of separwtion of
church and state. It is our desire to provide
450 people wve expect to be present vith s

racket of materials related to each of the sub-
Jects that wa will have under considearetion. This
letter is to request 450 copies of your last "Re-
port From The Capital” if these are savailabla, 1If
they are not to b had then this is %0 request 450
copies of your article vritten for United Press
International concerning goveroment sid for paro-
chial schools. We will be bappy to pay whatever
copts are involved in getting thie very belpful
information.

Foy Valantine

Caristian ILife Commission

of Texas
Dallas, Tex.

Dear Dr. Carlson:

I greatly apprecisted the Fovember-December
issue of the Report From The Capital. The last
paragraph on page four is vorth taking to heert.

Btanley I. Stuber

Council of Churchee of
Greater Kaneas City

Kanpas City, Mo,

(The wvords referred to by Dr. Stuber are: "It
could well be tregic that in many Baptist circles
and pulpits there is no religicus liberty to speak
on thege moral, and therefore religious, {asues.
And it could be that, we in the past, God's jJudg-
ment and retribution will be visited upon us for
lack of vigion, courage, and declarstion in an
hour when what God wills, and not vbat man thinks,
1s the solution so urgently needed.”)

Dear Sir:

Will you plesee send me $1.00 worth of the re-
printe of the UP] Rewsfeatures articles on "Should
Government Crant $ Aid to Perochial Schools.”

Mrs. J. . Hanlin
Oklahoms City, Okla,

RELIGIOUS ISSUE IN 1960 PRESIDENTIAL
CAHPAIGN BECOMES MORE COMPLICATED

Just vhat will be the turn of evants or the
tone of the campaign for 1960 remains to be seen,
Complicatiomm from the religious mngle seem tc be
developing. The U, S. Constitution says (Article
VI, 3) that "no religiocus test shall ever be re-
quired as » qualificsetion to any office or publilc
trugt under the United States.” However, cmny are
concernad about thie problem in view of the cam-
Peign to nominate Jomn F. Kennedy (D., Mess.), &
devout Roman Catholic, for the office of President
of the United States.

Many are opposed to Mr, Kennedy solely on the
ground that he is & Roomn Catholic, The problem,
hovever, is becoming more complicated by the pro-
Poeal of & Baptist editor that Congresaman Brooks
Hays (D., Ark.), president of the Southern Baptist
Convention, sball become the dsmocretic nominee
for vice president. Editor James 0, Thuncan of the
Capital Baptist affirms that he did pot make the
suggestion because Mr. Hays is president of the

Southern Baptist Cobvention, but becsuse he "can
give moral and constructive leadership.”

Tha increasing possibility of a Kennnedy-Hays
tean in the 1960 election will inevitably cause
many citirzens to rethink their position on the re-
lation of religion to politice and public office,

Mr. Kennedy has emerged ez the front rmuner for
the Democratic nominstion for President in 1960 as
a8 result of an extenaive trevel and speaking pro-
gram the past two years. According to the Congres-
sional Quarterly, Kennedy has spoken in 47 of the
Lg states in the last two years. Invitatione dur-
ing the first balf of 1958 totaled 3,000, and sbout
2,000 have been received since the elections., He
has given an sverwge of two major addrecses & veek
the past two years to groups outeide of
tassachusetts,

Croupe befors wvhom Kennedy has apoken include
Democratic party groups, colleges, civic groups,
professional socleties, Mational Bducation Associ-
tion, govermmental groups in many etates, farm
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interests, lsbor groups, Chaabers of Cogmerce,
religious mnd etlmic groupe.
L ]

Six major benefits the Senator bas received from
his speaking appsarences around the country are
dlscussed by the Congressional Querterly. They are:

1, KXenpedy has became one of the best-known
Democrats in the country. This is & prime requisite
for & Presidetial candidate,

2, BEe bap met literally thoussands of Democrwtic
lesders and wvorkers, many of whom will be delegates
to the Democratic Matiooal Convention. In 1960 he
will kmov practically everyone with credentials at
the coovention.

3, Political support has been broadened by
Kennedy's identification of himself with local
personalities, 1ssues and sentiments &l) over the
country.

k. Kannedy's extenaive travels and speaking en-
gagements have enabled him to become familtiar with
local igsues and problems throughout the nation,

5. His loca) appearances have given him oppor-
tunity to cultivate friendships in groups within
the Democratic party, as for inestance, labor
leaders.

6. Key leaders in each state have become obli-
gated to Kennedy by his efforts in fund raieing and
in political support. A basic political principle
is that every favor granted creatse man oblipation
in return. Kennedy's friends believe that this
will pay off at the Democratic convention.

¥ # F
A FARSH DILEMMA FOR THE CHURCHES

(Fote; Christianity and Crisis, & Chrlstian
Journal of Opinion, in its Dec, 22, 1958, issue
published & penetrating article on the problam of
segregation-integration as it is affecting church-
state relations. For the information of our read-
ers we are reproducing the article in its entirety.)

By Waldo Beach

Some years ago, when the then Governcr Byrnes of
South Carolina proposed tbat the state might look
to the churches to take over the fimction of educa-
tion in order to avoid integreting the public
schools, there was an outery of protest and disbe-
1lief that things would ever come to such a morry
pasa. In both Norfolk and Little Rock something of
this sort now operates, though on a very limited,
makeshift basis. TIn Tittle Rock, according to data
gathered in late October, mome 2,500 of the refu-
gees from the four high schools closed by Covernor
Faubus were receiving some kind of improvieed edu-
cation and, of these, 585 were studying at various
schools established by churches of many denomina-
tions, mostly Baptist. In Rorfolk about 30 churches
have lent their physical facilities for "tutoring

Report From The Capitey

groups,” privately taught, in vhich soma %000
children are enrolled.

It is not difficult to iwagine the chaos and teg.
sion that sccompany these confused sttespts to oh.
viate the inevitable. Ope of the most ominous gg.
pacts of this development, however, is the curiony
and yotentially sinister role that the churches
find themselves playing in this conflict, Many of
the leading dencminations, mnd the state amd ns-
tional level, mave made clear pronouncemsnts pro-
testing the use of churches &3 8 stop-gmp device of
the statas to defy the Suprems Court. Prom thiy
standpoint, the morality of the mstter looks olsar
enough. Tou offer s Sundsy School bBullding for pri-
vate schooling or "tutoring” is tantamount to pro-
viding “ecab” labor in s strike. Such provisions
oake the church sn wnwitting instrument, not caly
of private segregationiat forces but of the state
itself in its defiance of Federal authority.

It is iromic, incidentally, that it has been the
Baptist churches most comoonly involved in these
progrmms--the denomination in which sepmretion of
Church and State has nearly tik status of deity,
It ahould be noted mlso that the churches are lend-
ing their support to a scheme even more unequal
than the previous segregated system, for in Little
Rock no Negro students are served ty the Little Rock
Private School Corpormtion. The morwl confederacy
behind thls program is as wvorthless as the million
dollars in Confederate bills thet some Denver citi-
zens, with deliecious humor, sent to GCovernor Faubus
in response to his plea for support.

I[f one looks &t the matter frum within the local
commmity, however, one can more readily sywpsthize
with the reesons that would leed @ local congrega-
tlon to lend its building and personnel fora school
of pome kind, or an anxious parent to enrovll hise eon
in a "tutoring group.” The paramount conaideration
here im that some echooling is better than none.
Why should the ipnocent be alayghtered in s con-
flict between state and national governments? Ooe
should not judge too harshly & pmrent or a high
school boy who prefer some concrete schoaling to the
abstract principle of integration--especially vhen,
like ms not, that person ie opposed to integration
anyway. When one takesa the measure of these imme-
diate pressures, vhat im remarimble is not that so
rany, but that so few churches have fallen victim,

The whole dark matter provides a poignant 11lus-
tration of the mixture of good and evil in human
affairs and the tight bind i{nto which the Chril.tilb
consclence is put in making $its choices between
conflicting goods. 1In this instanca, one can only
hope that redress will come through the courts,
that the whole flimay contrivance of svoidance will
be struck down by court order and the the public
schiools in these commmmities will be reopened on &
gradually integrated basis. In the meantime, as
Secretary Arthur Flemming has acberly reminded the
nation, a total of & million pupil days have been
loat, and the demoralization of teachers, parents
and students is being compounded. This is & heay
Price to pay for pride and prejudice.
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ROURD-UP ON CURRENT DSVELOPMERNTS IN RELIOIOUS LIBERTY

Church-state yelations were prominent among the top ten religious news stories for 1958 selected
py Richard T. » Lutheren nevecaster, for his weekly redic progrem "Church World Rews.”
hsong the top ten were events around the death of Fope Pius XIT and the election and coropation
of Pope John XXITI, the challengs thet all Roman Catholic candidates for the U, S, Presidency

or vice presidency make pudblic stands on issues involving their religious philosophies, convie-
tion (but subsequent mcquittal) of Italien Bishop Pletro Plordelli of Prato on charges of Aaf-
amtion of character of & Florence couple not married in the Rowsn Catholic Church, fight over
policy prohibiting dissemination of dirth control informstion to pmtients in New York City
hospitals. Other church.state problems were important in 1958, but did oot rete Sutcliffe’s

top ten stories.

Reprisale st the church! Criticiem of his regime has brought threats to future church-
state reiations in Fortugal by Premier Antonio ds Oliviers Salasar. Bishop Antonio Ferreirw
Gomas of Oporto has publicly criticized the goverrment for its failure to deal with widespread
poverty in the country and chargsd that the present economic sywtem in Fortugal favors only

the rich. The Catholic Church in Fortugal enjoys a favored position, but if criticiem of the
present dictatorship continues the plcture may change.

A qu of ’E%Eﬁ information on activities of the 1959 Minnesota legislature to all Frot-
estant minlsters 1in state has adopted by the legielative committee of the Minnesota

Council of Churches. An information sheet will be distribduted di.weekly during tha legislative
segpion. Measures under considersation by the legislature will be discussed st the 1959 Minne-

sota State Fastor's Conference. A set of legislative principles ss & gulide to Christlen
political action has been drewn up and will be provided to the ministers.

Pope John XXII1 said Catholics should take an active part in politics and it i1s the “right and
duty™ of the Church to give them morel guidance in such mctivities. FHe urged s united stand on
matters of common interest. At all times, he added, the ecclesissticel hierarchy has the right

and duty to call upon the faithful, in the interest of eouls, to defend the Church and
Christimn principles.

State supported church education. Englandf’s Conservative government's recent White Faper an-
nounces & pimn to spend $0LO million in e five-year period on secondary echools in England and
Wales, with $260 million wmore in Scotland. In England and Wales only one-half of the building
coste of Catholic schools are paid by the state, while in Scotland the Catholic schoole are en-
tirely financed by the state. Other denominational achoole are similarly etate-supported.

‘So far ms the school building program is concerned,” the White Paper said, "the govermment
recognizes that the churches msy need some further help if they are to be enabled to play their
full part in carrying out their share,"

Praigse for American Catholica for their "unparalleled sacrifice” to build Catholic schoole has
been voiced by Cardinal-designate Amleto Giovaani Cicognani, for 25 yeare Apostolic Delegate to
the United States. He said that "fifty years ago bishops had to insist that a parigh bulld a
scliool and had to exert all their influence to see that there wvas & good attendance.” He con-
tinued, “Now it 1s Just the opposite; it 1s from the lay people that the pressure cowmes. If a
pariastr does not have a school, they come to the priest and ineist that they must build one."
Cicognani also pointed out that American-Vatican relations have greatly improved ag evidenced
by President Eisenhower's official delegation to the funeral of the lmte Fope Pius XI1 and the
deputation to the coronation of the new Fope John XXIII.

Haptists in Little Rock continue their efforts to provide education for children out of schools
tlosed due to efforts to avoid integration. Truetees of Quachita Baptist College cperate a
Japtist High School which meets in First and Second Baptist Churches. Efforts sre being made
1o secure accreditation from the State Department of Bducation, Now a Baptist Education
‘omndation hes been formed to operate other schools.

A Taptist leeder vecently wrote describing church-state problems in hie state: “The integmtion
mtter threatene to some extent the public school system and encoureges the opening of achoole
for opermtion by our churches, which could, in my thinking, draw us into serious probleme in the
matter of church and state.”

Romen Catholic nuns may wear their religious garb wvhile teaching in public echools of Ohio ac-
cording 1o an announcement by the Ohio State Board of Educatlon. The Foard's opinion vas gov-
erned by an opinion by the state attorney general. Roman Catholic nuns have been employed by
scme public school eysteme 1n Ohio due to the shortage of lay teachars.
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st lesder has been emplo by the Departmant of Health, Educstion and Welfare
2:3"::?3‘.‘ B Go:'nmt. Ri Orin comt:dfor-r secretary of the Biucation Commissica of the
Scuthern Baptist Comvention, will serve as & consultant in the education division and will
counsel vith schools of higher education in working out sdjustasnts in sdministration and
internal affairs, Eighty per cept of his vork will be vith church-related colleges and

universitiesa.

Mativity scenes oo public school are legal in Rev York according to & Nev York Suprem
Court ) sining o= or High School, White Flaina, N, Y., cass, The plaip.
tiffs charged that the creche violated tha principle of church-state separetion. Membery of
the board of education said the display did not come under the Constitutiomml principle beosus
1t depicted an historical event,

Public schools should be comitted to & fundamental feith in God but they cannot be required to
teach in & formal way any copcept of God, an unofficial study document of a Mationsl Coumcil of
Churches cammittee declared in Rew York. The paper esserted that churches and public schools
"must think clearly” concerning religlon in the schools, and "the American wvay is 1o keep the
churches as institutions separate from the state and the state separate from the churches.”

The NCC's Committee on Religion and Public Biucstion, Dr. Rolfe Ianier Hunt, exscutive

director, prepared the study.

Much curyent criticism of American education, though partly justified, results from free people
exercising their right to "blow off steam,” declared Dr. Jolm O, Gross of Mashvillas, Temn.,
general secretary of the Methodist departmant of secondary and higher educstion. He emid that
vhean people agk, "What is right with American education?” they discover egain "the moat
successful experiment in mess higher educstion the world has ever imown."

lavs restricting Sunday sales are constitutional, sccording to an interpretation of recent
{lnited States Supreme Gourt rulings. The Court has rejected two coustitutionsl appesls from
busipess firms convicted of violating Ohio's Sunday laws. In rejecting the appesals af Coleman
Ullman of Hamilton, 0., and Willies Kidd of Cincinnati, O,, the Court settled, ss firmly as can
be settled in American law, the fact that it is comstitutional for the states to enact such
lavs as they see fit, ressricting ths right of busainesses to opersmte on Sunday--or any othay
day of the weex. The appeals vere made on the tmeia of church-gtate separstion and that
Sabbath legislation denied equal protection of the lsws and favored one religlous group over
another, The Court miling denied that a Federal question was involved and turned s deaf ear
te the arguments of the plaintiffe,

State legipglators {n Arimnsas have joined efforts with the Ariansms Baptist Convention to rsise
oo standards., The Baptiste have recommended an interdenominational c¢ivic morality founda-
tion. The movement is to inform state legislators about tha desires of Arimness Christians.
The lav makers reportedly welcome this move because the non-Christian elements in soclety are
ot vocal in making their views known. Objective of the plan is for the churches to become
effective through legislation, rehabilitation and education.

Crotestants eoln Tope John XXOII im decrylng persecution of Chrietians around the world, In
the Fope's atmae message he referred to the persecution of Christiane in Commmist countries
that are maiking 1t Aifficult for Catholics. PFrotestants would extend the concern for persecuted

Christians to £rotestants in Catholic countries such as Colombia and Spain. Religious liberty
is & universal human right and sbould be guaranteed for all by the dominant power in every nation.

Persecution of Protestants in Iatin America by Romen Catholics "is & hard reality that ehouid
disturd deeply all freedom-loving pecple, declared Dr. Jercme J. Fussell, miasions editor of
the Evangelical apd Reformed Church, He said thet “far froe being exmggerations, the full
story has not begun to be told...While persecution does not cecur in all Iatin Americs snd
vhile it fluctustes in those countries where it is found, i1t is none-the-leas & dangeraua
Teality. As long a8 it continues religious liberty will remmin in jeopardy. "

Baptist Mecorial Hospital of Oklahoms City 1s the firet hoepital in the nation to receive &
govermment loan under new provisions of the Fi1ll-Burton Act. Congrees in 1950 amended the Hill-
Burton Act to provida for loans to hospitals es well se cutright gifts. The Oklahoms loan is &
40-year, $500,000 loan st 3-3/8 per cent interest.

The Baptist General Convention of the State of Oklahoma operaten 10 hospitals, five of wvhich are
nunicipally-owoed but under lease 0 the Convention, The 1lth bospital wvill be scquired by Qkls-
hom Baptists thie year. It is being built by city officials et Sulphur, Okla., and will be
lessed at $l-a-ysar for 25 years, Tha Baptists are making no investment in its construction but
some of the funds are caming from Hill-Burtonm Act sppropriations to the city government.
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" s OB Oaliforuis vote on taxing the property of parochial and privete schools have been
;E—..a. *—mm daTeated by & "no” vote of 3,446,809 againet & “yun" vote of 1,608,122,
vorking for the msasure vere Frotestants amd Other Americans United for Separstion of Church and
gtate, the San Fremcisco Masonic Gremd lodge, the Northern California-Feveda Methodist Confer-

ence, the San Premcieco Presbytary of tha Presbyterian Chmrch, and the Cossonweslth Club of San

Frensiceo.

Outepokan against the messure were the Roman Oatholic Ciuzrch, the Oalifornis Diocese

of the Protestant Episcopal Church, & pumber of Lutheren bodies and the Beventh-day Adventist

Church, «l) of which opesrate Priwvats schools,

Spacinl brend fE citisen? Should a minister be alloved toc serve on & Jury? Mewsll J. Bmith,
mator o ptist Church, Pawtucket, R, I., claims his right to perform this part of

his civic duty but a1l 4o not agyee with him,

Attorneys in & "driving.while-intoxicated” case

oallsd for a nev trial because the law sayy that clergymen “"shall be excused” from jJury duty.

Howevar, Juidge Bugane L. Jalbert denied & motion for a new trial.

He danied that exemption

from jury duty dtsqumlified & clergyman for services, and said that “sxemption is & personal

privilege which can be waived or not."

Methodists want to be included in the Indspendence Mational Historical Fark at Philadelphie.

Christ []
historic sites.

and Gloria Dei (014 Swedes) Church have wlresdy been declared national
The Methodists want 014 3t. Osorge’s Church alsc to be included. Thias ie the
oldest building in continuous use by the Methodists.

The churches in the Fark have remsined

under denominational conirol with no expanes assumed by the govervment.

RULEE FOR EXCISE TAX EXEMPTION FOR
MONPROFIT EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIORS

Tewporary rules relating to registration and ex-
enption from excise, communiomtions and transporia-
tion taxes for nonprofit sducaticnal inetitutions
have been vorked out by the Intermal Revenus Serv-
ice, Department of the Treasury of the United
States, and published in the Dec. 25, 1958 issue of
the Federnl Register. These rulas have to do with
the administration of the Excise Tax Tecimical
Changea Act of 1958 (Public law £5.859). The Act
provides for the exemption from the retallers ex-
cise tax, manmufacturers excise tax, and the axciee
tax on iransportation end commmications applicable
vith respect to nomprofit educational‘institutions,
and for schools opermted as an activity of a
church, parish, or other religioue body.

Rules regulsting the registration of the ineti-
tution or school, qualifications for axemption,
¢xemption certificates, and procedures to follow
tre svailable frum the Internsl Revenue Service,
Department of the Treasury, Washington, D. C., or
from a distriét Internal Revenue Office of the
United States.

From & chureh-gtate standpoint, ms the detelils
of the edminigtretion of this lsv are worked out,
another illustration ig seen of the manner in
vhich the Federal government is seeking to be of
aseistance financially to the churches and their
institutions. The trend is noted mlec in the
adminigtration of the Fatiomal Defanse Blucation
Act of 1958 by maldng certain funds and services
évailable to all institutions of higher education,
by the H111-Burton Act that makes Federul funds
avallable to sectariean hospitals for public heslth
Pirposes, and by other eervices available to church
{nstitutions through the departments of the
Federal government.

L

POAL) LEADER URGES KENNEDY TC DECLIARE HI8
BELIEF IN SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE

If Jolm F. Kennedy (D., Mass.) should become the
Democreatic nominee for the presidancy of ths United
States, he should publieh s “credo” declaring his
political indspendence and his baliel in the Ameri-
can tradition of ssparstion of church and state.
This is the opinion of Gleann L, Archer, executive
director of Protestante and Othar Americans Unitad
for Sepmration of Church and State (FOAU).

Archer's view was expressed in response to Pro-
fessor MAmond A. Moore of the University of Connec-
ticut, who criticized Al Gmith for making euch a
declaymtion vhen he ran for president in 1928.
Moore's criticism of Smith vas made during a meet-
ing of the American Catholic Historical Aesociation
in Weshington, D. C., Dec. 29, 1958,

Archer's insistence on a statament from Kennedy
is aspecially apprupriste since Pope John XXIIT
only last wonth claimed control over the political
consciences of Roman Catholics.
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The Dev year wee ushared in with the religious
1iverty situation in Smin getting no better. By
the end of 1958 it bas been repofted that sight
Baptist churches have been closed since 1947 along
wvith severul other evangelical chnrches.
evangmlicals report that they have faced greater
difficulties in 19580 than in aay year sinoe the
Spanieb civil war,

Although there has been little actual violence
or paysical persecution, opposition to ewngelicals
bas taken on several forms, the moat common of
vhich is ths closing of churches. Other forms of
bardahip reported by Spanish evangelichls are re-
strictions oo the publication and use of evangeli-
cal literature, denial of the privileges of evan-
geliam, restyiction of religious activities to pri-
vate vorship, refusal to prent evangslicals their
own schools, persecution end hareasment of children
in public schools, forcing of mambers of the armed
forces to partiecipate in publie {Catholic) reli-
glous Nunctions uniess excused by thelr officers,
denisl of cazmiesions in the army to evangelicsils,
restrictions from Goverumsnt positions end from
low-rent housing projects, loss of job or boycott
of his business vhen & pereon joins & Protestant
church, denial of the right of & Protestant buriel
service, and refusal of marriage licenses to young
People who were horn Catholics but who heve
renounced their Catholic tles.

Triggered by the closing of three Baptiet
churchas by the Spanish Covernmsnt during the lat-
ter part of 1955, representatives of the Baptist
World Alliance, the Baptist Joint Committee on Pub-
lic Affuirs, and the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis-
sion Board wet in Richmond, Vs., on Dec. b to dis-
cuss vays to help the Baptists of Spain secure rel-
igious liberty. These Baptist leadars reviewed
some recent acts of religious oppression in Spain,
and considered possible stepe for the relief of
Smanish evangelicals vhoss only offense has been
aspamdly for private worship.

The =iadle of Decasher Dr. Arnold . Ohwm, gea.
omumhrrott::tht e
preased the bope 10th -esniversary of
Universal Declaration of n—mmunrfg
in 1if¥ing restrictions an religiows liverty ta
Spain., Be referred specifically to Article )6 of
the Declaration, which daals with the Mbm
and found & family, and to Artials 18, vhieh pre-
vides for full religious liberty incluling the
right 10 change one's religiom.

The Spanish civil war cloesed in 1939 with the
victory of General Francieoo Premco, From the de.
gloning Pranco had sanifested his intention of fawoe.
ing the Foman Oatholic Cturch. Im & statemsnt to
Amsrican nevspaper reporter in 1937, be maid, "0
State must be & Catholic Stats in the social and
spiritaml ‘sense, for the true Smin bas bemm, is,
and vill be Catholic.” As soom &g his regime ws
in power he bDegan ths re-establistment of the Rome
Catholic Church as the official State religion esd
the assusption that every loynl Spaniah citises
will also be & member of the Catholic Church.

In 1953 a Concordat between Bmin and the Yatics
ves signed. It reveals clearly the partnership of
Church and State vhich results in & denial of fye.-
doa to those who are not in the domipant church,
The first article states: “"The Apostolic Boman
Catholic religiom comtinues to be the omly one of
tbe Spanish nation and will enjoy the rights end
prerogatives which it should bave in conforwity
with divine lav and canopical lew.”

{Of the k2 churches in the Spanish Baptist Unice
eight are closed &t present. The churches end dates
of closing are: lLerida Baptist Church, July, 1953;
Second Paptist, Madrid, July I7, 1954; Rlche Baptist
Church, October, 1955, Seccnd Baptist, Valancia,
May, 1955; Malage Baptist Chuych, June, 1958; Third
Baptist, Barcelons, Sept. 15, 1958; Third Baptiet,
Madrid, Sept. 23, 1958; Seville Baptist Church,
Nov. 10, 1958. Piguerms church cannot enter its
nev building without further perwission, epd the
Denia church building progres has been suspended
six yesrs on a technicality,)
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