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APPREHERSION ABOUT ECCLESIASTICAL CONIROL
OF CATHOLIC PUBLIC OYFICIALS IS EXFIAINED

Mon-Catholic apprehansion of the Telationship
batween & Qatholic public official’s duty tc his
church and hie ¢ivic respousibilities is partially
explained in the qQuestion and answer column in the
Pllot, official organ of the Roman Catholic Archdio-
cese of Boston, Mass.

Answering & Question on Catvnolic ettendance at
fund reising gocial functions of non-Ostholic
churches, Msgr. Thomas J. Riley in him April L col-
um said that Catholics are forvidden to partiel-
pate in such activities. In his discussion, the
control of the "church" over the activities of Cath-
#llc public officiale {s clearly stated.

Riley said that the right of non-Catholic
churches to function “say be called into JuestioR,
becsuse the Catholic church alone is the true
church, that others lack divine authoriwmtion,
Therefore, "it wvill be wrong for Roman Catholics to
take any active part in their properly religious ac-
tivities, or to cooperate actively and formally in
their efforts to maintain themselves in existence
and to promote their religious objectives.”

Exceptions to the above rule are cited by Riley
in the cases of businessmen or public officials.
Such persons "as a geeture of good will" might at.
tend such functions, "Any such exceptlion, however,
should meet with the approval of the local ecclesi-
astical authorities, and Catholice, of wiatever sta-
tus, should be prepared to yleld their julgment when-
ever there might be any question of the propriety of
their presence at the non-Catholic social function.”

This eubordination of persomal Judgment to lo-
cal ecclesiastical suthoritiss creates intricate
problems for any Roman Catholic politicisn in eny
Public office and especially for s devout Roman
Catholic vho might be an occupant of the White House.
lis appointment secretary, a tly, wvould be ex-
Pected to keep in close contact with the archblehop
of Weshingtan.

SFECULATION ON PEESIDENTIAL CAMDIDATES
RISES AS *60 CAMPAIGN GETS CLOSER

Speculation ms to possible Presidential candi-
dates in 1960 1s increasing throughout the netion.
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The pudlic 1ie being polled as to gruss roots opinion,
and specislized groups are being asked to speculate.
Recently the Congressiomal Quarterly, & weekly poli-
tiocal and legislative amalywis publication, polled
330 editors throughout the country to report their
"current Julgment on the strongest possidle ticksts
the politiocal parties could nominate for the 1960
election.”

The editors picked & Stevenson-Kermedy ticket
for the Democrats and & Mixon.Rockafeller team for
the Republicans.

The first three contendsrs for the Democrats
vere Adlai E, Steavenson, Sen. Jolm F. Kennedy, and
Senmators Lyndon B. Jolmson and Stuart Symington
{tied for thivd place). Btevenson led in every sec-
tion of the country except the South, vhere he was
tied vith Kennedy.

On the Republican side Richard M, WMixon led by
a 5.3 margin over Nelson Rockafeller. Only scatter-
ing votas vere cast for four other wen. RNixon‘s
largest lead wves in the Weet and his smmllest in the
South,

Earlier in the ywar s poll vas made of the mem-
bers of Congress as to thelr parties' strongest pos-
gible candidates for President. The Republicans
pickmd Mixon and the Democrete pointed to Symington,

For Vice Presidant the Republican Congressmen
vere divided among 19 men with Rockefeller as the
favorite runing mate for Mxon. Among the Demo-
crets Kennedy ves the overvhelming favorite for Vile
President.

The latest Gallup poll (May 7) relsting to pub-
1ic opinion about the effect of Kemnedy's religion
(Roman Catholie) on his Presidentisl aspirations re-
veals that although the anti-Catholic feeling in the
nation is not as strong &s it wvas 20 years ago it 1s
still strong enough to be damaging to his chances of
election,

The pol) revealed that 68 per cent of those
questioned would vote for e well-qualified candidate

for President even though he wvere a Catholic, Of
the remainder, 2i per cent said thay would not and
B per cent were undecided, Most opposition tc &
Catholic candidate vas found in the South and among
the older people in the population,
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The survey further revealsd tiat less then half
of the votsrs today mre Suare of “the fact that Kan-
asdy is 8 Catholic, However, Jt stated tha® if he
were nominated, acst all of the woters would kpow
thet fect by the time of the slections

The conclusion of the survey wvas that although
anti-Catholic feeling is subsiding, and although the
mjority of the voters would not be influsnced by
the candidate’s religiop, the minority is suffici-
ently largs together with a mmber of Catholics wvho
would suppert Mixon t© hurt XKennedy's chances of
election severely. .

Two mejor fears are cited by the Gallup poll to
illustrete the antli-Catholic feeling on the pmrt of
voters: (1) the femr that a Catholic President would
have to serve two mmatars - KEome and the United
States - vith the former taking precedence over the
latter; (2) the fear that mcme sort of & Catholic
"ppoils system’ would be introduced, with mambers
of that religion "getting all the jobs.”

CHURCE QOLLEGES WOULD GET SCIENCE
BUIIDINGS FOR FATIORAL DEFERSE PURFOSES

Church colleges as well as other private and
public institutions of higher education would be
given sciance buildings and related squipment and
facilities by the Federnl govermment, if leglelation
introduced by Rep. Cverton Brooka (D., Ia.) becomes
1av.

H.R. 6388 vould make Feddral funds available to
“aay institution of higher education” which makag
application and qualifiean for the grants.

(nly two requirements are set forth for quall-
flcation for approval by the National Science Foun-
dation: (1) the program must advance the progress
and development of science and engineering or the
pational security, and {2) the institution must be
unable to carry cut the program without the mapsis-
tance provided by this Act.

The projosal bas been referred to the House Com-
mittee on Science mnd Astropautics of wvhich ifr.
Brooks himself iax chairman.

The bill) is ome of mAny now pending in Congress
that ignores separation of church and state by mak-
ind pudblic Aimds available to private and religious
schools on the same besis as to pubiic institutions.

CONFLICTING REFORTS FROM SPAIN
REFLECT RELIGIOUS LIBERTY SITUATION

Conflicting reports concerning the religious
liberty situation in Spain are trickling through teo
the United States. The Foreign Misaion Board of the
Southern Baptiat Convention reports that recently
severnl Baptiat couples have been granted permission
to marry and thet there has been an intangidle, yet
noticeable, change of gttitude on the part of many
Catholice toward evangelicals in Spain,

Also reported by the Foreign Mission Board ie
the fact that the Grace Baptist Church of Barcelons
(an independent congregation) has been allowed to
open. liesionary and Mre. C. W. Whitten of Spain
vrote that they had hoped that the Thirg Baptist
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Church of Barcelona wvould be cpeued o
vas refused because it 16 & nev com fom.

esion

The report of the Matiomal Assaciation 6f Nveo-
gelicals that two Baptist cburches in bave
bean permittsd to open appears to Y@ prems L

The Fev York Times of May 2 and 3 caryied owo
lengthy articles on the religious liberty situstion
in Spain and explained in detail the hardsiips im
posed on non-Catholic groups. Tha burdan of the
York Times articles wes that the situmtion is get-
ting vorse rether than better, es reported by the
Baptist rejresentatives,

In commanting on the discrepancy of the reprts,
Cornell Goerngr of the Southerm Baptist Foreign Mis-
sion Board suggests that possibly the Bew York Times
articles vere written sometime prior to their publi.
cation dute, and thet at that time the situation ap-
peared very dark. In the meantime, however, Oosrner
reports, the situstion hes eased somewimt and there
are seversl ancouraging signs of a measure of reli-
gious 1liverty in Spain.

DC SCHOOL TRANSFORTATION PROUBLEM
IS TEMPORARILY IAID OR THE TABLE

Action that would have set s patiopal precedant
for parochiml school trensportation out of public
funde has been tentatively deferred by a House Dis-
trict subcommitiee here.

Tvo bills that would have provided subsidized
bus fares for all school children in the District of
Columbia bave been under consideration, Chairmmn
D. R. Matthews (D., Fla.) said the subcommititee
voted upanimously t¢ table the measures.

On the other hand, Roy ¢. Chalk, president of
the D, C, Trmnsit, has not given up and expressed
the opinion that the measures would be ralled yp and
paseed "after being argued loud and long."

At the present time the D. C, Transit, as part
of itz frenchise, carries all school children at
half fare. Cbelk contends that the coxpany ia los-
ing money with this arrangement and ha is asiing for
4 governmental subsidy to make up the difference be-
Lween schiool fare and regular fare,

There ie no public school trmnsportation system
in the District of Columbia. Many private schools
provide their own buses, but many parochial schools
upe the D, C. Treneit on the same besis aes pupils in
the public schools.

Rapresentatives of religious groupe, including
llelvin Adams, mssociate gecretary of the Seventh Dey
Adventist Religious liberty Aesociation, end C. Fman-
uel Carlson, executive director of the Baptist Joint
Committee on Public Affmirs, opposed ths bills on the
ground af violation of church-state separation.

A lestter For Tha Record

The following Jetter was written by Dr. Carlsdn,
not as an expression of official Baptigt opinion but
a8 one Baptist opinion, for inclusion in the per-
manent records of the esub-committee on the District
of Columbis that conaidered the transportstion bills. h
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April 29, 1959
e Honorable D. R, Matthews
Eouse of Representatives Office Building
vashington 24, D. C.

pear Mr. Matthews:

I bave noted that your Subcommittes (Mo, 4) of
the House Committee an the District of Columbie bas
been studying vays and msans of providing echool
trunsportation for the childven of the Distyict,

I also understand that some suggesticns have been
mie in favor of latting such appropriations apply
slso to the pupdls of non-public echools.

It is wdsrstandadble that the cost of education-
al trensportation is an inappropriate charge on the
p. €, Truneit Company, On the other hand, a system
of pudlic school buses operating in the District
would be both costly and competitive because of the
dividing of the trade.

Cbviously this leaves you in the difficult posi-
tion of being required to weigh the values Lmvolved.
My purpose in this letter is t¢ assure you that many
American citizens are keenly appreciative of tha im-
portance of principle as contrusted vith axpediency
{n thig matter,

It 1s & matter of sincere hope among our Bap-
tist people that our legielators will be averse o
the expenditure of tax funds to agancies which ere
not under public control, “Mo taxation without re-
presentation” is & femiller American phrase which re-
flects very large valuea from our damocretic heri-
tage.

The argument that such eids are made to the pu-
pils and not to the institutions is fur from con-
vincing. Mo one would seriously contend that ve
should provide public trunsportation for pupils with-
out reference to the purposes for which shey trevel,
In {ndustry, in govermment and in education the res-
son for paying the costs of trevel lies in the ob-
Jectives for which one leaves his home,

Accordingly, if the objectives and the admin-
{strative control of a school are of & religious na-
ture, then the pupil's travel for the purpose of at-
tending that echool 1s sleo & religiocus activity.
The collection of taxes for the support thereof is
then a form of coerced religious participation by
the taxpayer.

Even in the month of April most Americeans re-
cognize that the power of taxation 1s & yproper in-
vasion of personal property righte, provided the
funds are used under the responsible administration
of the elected representativee of the people. If
the erosion of this principle is continued, we can
expect & greet many complications in American poli-
tical and economic life to say nothing of the op-
Preseion involved in coerced religious particimtion.

All deviations in this matter for the District
of Columbia will be viewed as expressions of princl-
Ple by the Congress of the United States, HNot only
w1ll the remsining states be pressed to follow tha
same policy with reference to pupil transportation,
but the seme basic tax policy will be sought for
cther forms of aid to private institutions.
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If Congrese is minded to provids funds for
transportation, those funids could, for exammples, be
included in the Ludget for the public echools. The
wiblic school administrators could then provide
their pupdls with cards which entitle the children
to vhatever congideretion is plammed, either helf
fare or free fare. The schools could make ocontrect
symante to the D. C, Trwneit Compmny either period-
{cally or at the close of the ysar, This plan, or
scma similar arrangasment, sesms £0 meet the need for
tmmtim aid to the pupile of the public
[l 8.

Perymit me therefore to place thase considerw.
tions in the record of the committes, and to assure
you of our great concern in behalf of all who carry
the weighty responsibilities of govermment in these

complex times.
Raspectfully yours,
C. EBmanusl Carlson

FREEDOM OF CORSCIENCE AND RELICIOUS TULERATION
ARE INCIUDED I¥ TREATY WITH MUBCAT AMD OMAN

The United States Senate has ratified a treaty
with the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman, a sasll coun-
try in southesstern Aradbia, vhich includes the tra-
ditional statement on religlon that has character-
ized American trsaties of friendship, commerce and
mvigation., This nev treaty of amity, economic re-
lations, and consulsar rights with & Hoslem country
contains the following provision:

“Tationals of eithsr party with!n the territor-
ies of the other party shall, either individually or
through associations, enjoy freedom of consclence
and religiocus toleration and enjoy the right to en-
ange in religiots worship, They shall be sccorded
most-favored-nation treatment with respect to engag-
ing in philanthropic, educational and scientific ac-
tivitiea, They shall be enabled to communicate by
legnl means with other persons inside or outside
such territories. The provisions of this paragreph
ewll be subject to the right of elther mrty to
maintain public order and to protect pudblic morals
and safety.”

During the discussion on the Senate floor 1t
wvas pointed out that the treaty is eimilar to 17
that have been formed since the war and comparsble
to sabout 18 other treaties made before the war,
Alec during the discussion the question wass raieed
88 to whether or not the treaty would exclude Amerl-
can personnel from Muscat or Oman who are of the
Jevish faith, It wvas etated that under the terms of
the agreement for an ajir bdase in Saudi Arabla, Amer-
jcan military personnel of the Jewish faith could
not even enter the country. Assurance wvas given
that such wvas not the case in the 'Muscat-Oman treaty.

The new treaty replaces the old one dated 1833,
Current developmente of & Richfield-Cities Service
combine bringing into the sultanate e growing cfm-
munity of Americans engaged in the search for oil
made the pew treaty neceasary.

It wae the absence of the freedom of comscience
and religicus toleration paragraph from the Haitian
treaty in 1955 that led to opposition from certain
groups in the United States and the subeequent with-
drawal of the proposed treaty by the President in
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1957. A change in government in Haiti mads it emsy
to vithdrew the treaty before ita presentation to
the Senmte.

faiti bas a Concordat with the Vatican vhereby
Roman Cetholice are guarenteed rightf of religious
vorship, but thape same rights, vhile accorded in
practice, vere pot incluled in the treaty for other
fuiths., To date thers has been no treaty of friemd-
ship, comerce and mavigation ratified between the
United States mnd Hmitid,

BURRAU OF BUDGET REFORTS SUBSIDY
T0 RELIGIOUS, RORPROFIT PUBLICATIORS

Public payment for postsge of religious end non-
profit publications last year emcunted to $4,616,000,
ecconding to Director Maurice H. Stans of the Bur-
esu of the Budget. The total Post Office loss on
second class maslings vas $64 million.

Prior to 1953 euch loesss were considered defi-
gits in the operation of the United States Foat Of.
fice and Congrese made appropriations 1o the Depart-
ment to cover its deficit., However, last year s law
was enacted rallesd the Fostal Folicy Act of 1958 in
which a new policy wes formelly esptablished in relm-
tion to the public eervices rendered by the Fost Of-

fige.

Congress declared that "it would be an unfair
burden upon any particular user or clamss of users of
the mails to coxpel them to bear the expenses in-
curred by reason of special ryte conslderations
granted or facilities provided to other users of the
maile.”

According to the new policy, payment for the
Ppudblic services rendered by the Fost Office shall be
sdministered on this basie: "(A) the aum of such
public service items as determined by the Congress
ebould be assumed directly by the Federal Government
mand paid directly cut of the general fund of the
Treasury and should not constitute direct charges in
the form of rates and fees upon any user or clase of
users of such public eervices, or of the mails gen-
erally."”

The Fostal Folicy Act then declares that “the
following shall be considered to be publit eervicee
+ee.the total lose resulting from the transmission
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of matter in the mails free of postage or at refaas
rates of postage &9 pruvided by statuie,

+ o .Tuficed TRtes of postage on DEVARRPATS OF
odionls of certain nonprofit organisations.”
bulletins, religious publieatioms,

zinme, atc., come under this clessification,

Thus it is seen that Oongress cousiders reduce)
retes for such publications to be & govenmantal
subsidy out of the public tressury.

REFORT FROM THE CAPITAL NOW
AVAIIABLE TO CHURCH LEADERS

Freviously the Report From the Capital hes bem
svailable mostly %o dencminationa) lesdars, such ap
executive secretaries, sditors, and s few othere,
As & leadership information neveletter it hus served
affectively o keep those in dencmirationally re-
sponsible positicns informed as to current dsvel-
opmenta in church-state problams. In the julpment
of many Baptist executives this informmtion needs
videspread dissemination among the Baptist conati-
tuency.

The Baptizt Joint Committee on Public Affairs
is nov making this eervice available to the churches
on & ¢cost basis. One dollar per year will place a
pame on the malling list,

Every church librery snd psstor should bave
acceps 10 this pewvsletter. Regponsible persons in
the churches such &s lavyers, public officials, end
others vho are influential ip the community should
be avare of the issues and viewvpoints expressed in
the Report From The Capital. Collsges and seminar-
ies could well afford to consider making this piece
aveileble to the students and faculty.

Heligious 1liberty and church-state problems are
incresasing s0 rapidly and they are becoming so com-
Plicated that resyonsible and authentic inforwmtion
is essential to proper underetanding and solutions.
The Report From The Capital will help Christian citi-
zens to know how to exerciee their influence posi-
tively and ¢constructively in a strife-torn world.

Do you have suggestions concerming s widespread
distritution of Report From The Caplital? Write to
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, 1626 -
16th Street N, W., Weshington 9, D. C.
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