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SOUTHERN BAPTIST CORVENIION STRENJTHENS WORK
OF BAPTIIT JOINT OMNITTEE ON PUBLIC AFVAIRS

The Southemm Baptist Convention (louipville,
Nay 19-22) highly commandsd the vork of ths Baptist
Joint Committes on Fublic Affaire and took action
designed to mmke 1ts work sven more effective., The
Committee to Stuly the Total Southern Baptist Pro-
gram, which has functioned tha past three years,
presanted two recommndstions involving the Pudlic
Affairs Committes, both of vhich vere spproved by
the Convention.

The firet recommenfiation defined thw Southern
Baptist membership on ths "Joint” committee in such
e vy a8 to provide for ths broadest possibla sour-
ces of information and representation of geographic
problems. Thias action involved & changm in the Con-
atitution of the Convention, which requires finel
action next year,

The second recommendation wvas in resclution
form and it commended the state comventians that
have appointed public affairs committeas and have
entered into comminjication and cooperetion with the
Daptist Joint Committes on Fublic Affeirs. The Con-
vention indicated that it would welcows pimilar co-
operation from other state conventions.

Resclution on Religious Liberty

In addition t¢ the sbove recommendations by the
Conventionfe Study Cormittes, the Reeolutions Com-
nittee proposed a resclution on religious liverty
which furthar approved the vievpoint, methods, and
approach to the problems of religlous liberty as
followed by the BJUPA, This resolution was unani-
mously approved, and we Quote its contenta in full
ag followe:

"WHEREAS, materialios and authoritarianiom are
inimcal to pereonal religious freedom and to the
freedom of the churches, and

"WHEREAS, in our Americen life the sepmretion
of church and state has proved %o be a valuable ar-
rangement. for the protection of both civic and reli-
glous iiberty, and

“WHEREAS, the concept of separation has become
unclsar because of the overlapping develomments of
church institutions snd ths expansion of the ser-

vices of govermeent, and

‘"WHEREAS, religicus liberty 1is both fundamen-
tal to and dependent upon other human freedoms,

“THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,

‘“That ve commend our Baptist channels of com-
mnication and sducetion for their program of in-
torming the peopls about current religious liberty
problems, and that wve urge continusd and snluruyed
offorts in this field, and

"That we urge penetrating stuly, intensive
teaching and prophetic preaching of the Diblical
principles and insightes that form the fowndation of
religious liberty, and

“That we nota wvith eatisfoction n six-point de-
finition of the meaning of separation as contained
in the report of the Public Affuirs Committes and
expreas the hope that convereationa be continued
tovard the application of our Christian insights to
the Aifficult church-gtate complexities of our day,
and

“That we urge upon our Daptist people the im-
portance of exercising & prayerful and responsidle
steverdship of influence by meanc of netive partici-
pation in all parts of the democratic process.”

SHALL CHURCHES AND THEIR AGENCIES FORM
PARTHERSHIP WITH OOVFRNMENT FOR WELFARE?

A questlion that is rapidly coming into eharper
focus 1s how far the churches and their agencies are
willing to enter into partnership with the Govern-
ment for welfare services to the people. Already
this partnership has developed considerably with the
hoopital grant and loan plans, school ilunch and sum-
mer camping programs for the distribution of surplus
agricultural products, and the dietribution of for-
eign relief through church channels. Other propo-
salo are now before Congress to extend this parther-
ship.

INlustrative of thisg philosophy are two para-
graphs from a apeech by Sen. Hubert ilumphrey {D.,
Minn.) vhich he made to the Sennte on May 20 when he
introduced S. 2009, the "Health Services Facilities
Act." Mr. Humphrey said: "Voluntary assoclation 1o
the foundation of 2 democratic soclety. We are a
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nation of Joiners. Ouxr citixans beloag to churem:,
Rotary Clubs, wvomen's ox-nintlup-, trede unlons,
junior chambers of o ju, Fnlghts of Colusbus,
seving circles -- "0 many thoussads of reli-
gious, fratermal, political, and social oYganisa-
tions. Thie is vhat creates the demoqrmtic spirit
in cur country. The procass of voluntary asscals-
tion is the essence of freedos. Apodmt
is one vhich stimilates that kKind of asscciation,”

'Ifﬁﬁmnﬂd@u‘qsmiwtod&yam-
sis, it will, in my judgment,” Bumphrey contirued ,
"be dus prisarily to efforts through voluntary organ-
igations for the molutiom of their pressing day-to-
day mroblems. The partpership of govermsent vith
people acting through voluntary associations iz the
inspiration of practical dssocracy.”

The question which the churches muat face and
ansver ia: Shall the churches and the Government
form a partonership to accomplish welfare objectives
in which both parties are vitally concerned? If eo,
how complete shall that partnership be? If not,
shall the churches compete with the expanding wel-
fare prograx of the Government?

At least three billas are now pending in Con-
Grees which 1llustrate the above provlem. They are
3. 2009 by Sen. Huaphrey, S. 1634, the Food Adminia-
tr@tion Act of 1959, introduced by Sen. Join F, Ken-
nedy (D., Mags.), and H.R. 7218, the Fhod Adminis-
trotion and Stamp Flan Act of 1959, introduced by
Rep. leonard G. Wolf (D., Iown),

The Henlth Services Facillties Act 1s deslgned
to assist voluntary nonprofit associations offering
prepaid hemlth service programs to secure necessary
facilitiers and cquipment through long-term, inter-
est-bearing loons., The bill would provide $10 mil-
lion the first year and the pame amount for each of
three cucceeding years to meke loans to nonprofit
orpanizations oot to exceed 90 per centum of the

gt of acquisition, construction and equipping of

th-service fecilities incident to the operation

0f 8 health-gervice program, The loans would bear

interest at 8 roete not more than the aversge anmual
interest rate on all interest-bearing obllgations of

the Uniled States then forming a part of the publie

debt, plusm one-quarter of one per centum per annum,

According to this program nonprofit corporm-
tions in commmities could be formed for the devel-
opmefft of this program, and then the corporntion
conid contract with a religious or other organiza-
tion for the economic operetion of the fmeility,

The two proposed Food Administymtion Acts have
pointe of similarity and difference. Both would
transfer the distridution of the surplus eagricultur-
al products to the needy in the United States from
the Department of Agriculture to the Department of
Healdh, Education and Welfare, and would change the
progran from distritution of ncricultunl surplus to
a velfare progrum. The Kennedy bill, bowvever, wvould
retain the administration of the nonmﬁt school
lunch program and the fionmofit sumer camp progrem
for children under the Secretary of Agriculture,

The Kennedy bill imvolves the churches less than the
Wolf pill.

In additicn to the contimance of the school
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tutions.

In his 60-wimuta speech before tha
Wolfl said, "These charitabdie instditions
be adle to buy fvod at retail food stores
amount availsble for this sspect 9f the pre
190 willion. Thies wount iv included in
willion total cost of the progrem. Wa
well that many of our charitabde in ttiqt
able to supply the smount and kind of &a1
meat, vegetable, and fruit products that noedlnd
by thn reciplents of their wid, Thie progrem will
help, in & small way, thess institutions in their ef-
forts to help the reciplente of their eid,"

ROMAN CATHOLIC EDUCATORE OFFOSE FEDERAL
AID TO EDUCATION FOR FUBLIC SCHOOLS AIONE

Two nevs relssces from the education deapartment
of the Matiooal Catholic Welfare Confersncs regort
opposition to the Murray-Metcalf bill (8. 2, H.R,
22) vhich has besn reported fxvorebly by the House
Education apd labor Committea. The Roman Catholic
criticimm is besed on the fact that the bill fails
to make provision for private education along with
public education.

Msgr. Frederick G. Hochwalt, dirsctor of the
department of educeation of the NOWC, said, "At the
very least, the committee could have provided some
relief for the heavy fipancial burisns of parunts
vho choose to send their children to priwats schools
by including in the bill provisions for lomg-term
low-interest loans for schoolhouss construction,”

Commenting furtber oo tha bill Hoclwamlt said,
"Nothing wvas provided for nonpublic schools, al-
though their needs had been brought t¢ the attention
of members of the committee.”

The Rommn Catholic position, the releasas fur-
ther explained, is not in favor of Fedarsl aid %o
education, especially in the form of subsidies for
teachers' salaries. “If, however, thare are o be
emergency, temporary Federal aid measures, the o-
visions must include & consideration of the claime
of private, nonprofit education to the msasures of
Justice permitted by law and sugEested by recent
legislation precedants,” Boclmmlt concluded.

Pather C. 0'Neil D'Amour, associate secretary
of the Mational Cathnlic Bducational Aesociation,
Washington, D, C., told an audience at Bsneock,
Michi that "the traditional approach in Americs
of lo nmpport and loosl ocontrol of education is e
safeguard for the rights of each and avery one of
us.” He then decried the current Fedaral educstion
Proposals that provide for public schools but do oot
inciude private schools.

Toa line of reascning employsd by the Foman
Catholic educators to secure Fedaral Amds for pri-
vate education is that Federal aid to sducetion is
in effect a1d to parents and that it is mfeir mt
to 8id pmrents who choose grivate schocls instesd of
public schocla. They further say that failure 0
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de for privete schools as Bblio
:‘1:1. s, 10 p glm‘m.
vate schools to éxist. In

yorda, it would ep-
poar that they saying the for pivate
schools to exist implies

Jtate to sugport them.

The Mational Defunse Bducstion Act of 1958 sade
certain provisions for eid to priwate end parochisl
schoole. The Roman Catholic position has been one
of dissatiafaction with this Ast beoause mot all of
the provisions wers ewvailabls for private sahools,
At the same time the Mlucation Act of 1958 is being
cited as (meosdsmce for Madersl aid to privete
schools.

Prospects B

The urrey=ldetcalfl sducation bvill is heoded for
rough eledding bYefore it reaches the President's
desk. In fact, even thaxre it faces & poesible veto.
The L1l vas reported favorably by the liouse Educe-
tion and Labor Committee by & vote of 18-10, after
wne amendments. It nov must be cleared by the
flouse Rules Commitiee befbre it can be debated and
voted upon,

Although the bill 1s favored by the Mational
Biucation Association, 1t faces stiff opposition
from those who are opposed to any Kind of Federal
aid to education on the ground that it will tend
toard Federsl "eontrol® of education,

Dehind the scenes talk is that further amsnd-
ments moy be made to include private schools in the
provisions of the bill, that it will pass the louse,
but that it moy not get through the Senata.

The Eisenhower Administration is strongly op-
psed to the Murray<fetealf bill, which would pove
vide $4.h billion over four years to help build
schools snd pny teachers' sslaries. b matcling
funds would be required by the States. States would
receive grants of $25 for each school-age child,
sged 5 through 17. Hence, even if it passes both
touees of Congress thare is etrong possibility of &
veto, and it 1is not likely that emough strength

nclbuld be mustered to override the President's deci-
elon,

VATICAN'S APOSTOLIC DELEGATE TO U, $, SEES IR
CONFLICT BETWEEN CATHOLIC AND AMERICAN SPIRIT

Archbishop Egidio Vagnozai, the New Apostolic
Delegate from the Vatican to the United States, de-
¢lared in his insugural sermon in Washington, D.C.,
that there i no conflict between Catholic teaching
and the American spirit inherited from the founding
fathers of this country.

Vegnozri peid, "I wish to reaffirm here today,
8t the beginning of my miesion in the United States
of America as personal representative of Hig Holli-
neen, Fope John XXIII, my conviction that there is
00 conflict between the teaching of the Catholic
Church and the true end genuine American spirit that
bag been inherited from the founding Fathers of the
Republic and seen through the best treditions and
Practices of the American people.”

He than explained that as the Fope's represen-
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tative his duties are wiwlly spiritual. He 19 herw
ta sadd, firet of all to serve the Fope, eod than
the Amsrican hievurady, clergy, Teligious commmis
ties and the Catholie laity.

Thia valcoming mass at the 8¢, Matthew's cathe-
4rel was ettended by top«runking diplowats, ambrs
of the U, 8. juliciary, including the Suprems Court,
Sengtors and Congressmen, officials of the Federel
and city Govermment, and othars fram various walks
of professiopal life.

What Vagnomsi fallad to point out was vhat he
msant by the “true and geouine American spdrit®
with vhich Catholic temchings agreed, Wag it the
tredition of religlous liberty and the separation
of chanch and statel Was it the treditions of e
pluralistic soclety with equal trestment for ell
and special yrivileges for oonel

Yagnoezi's statement also apparently ignored
the recognised policy of Roman Catholic cultural,
political and religious domination in countries
vhere nost of the population are Roman Catholics.
In countries vhere Roman Catholics are & mipority
their policy is sdjustable to the pawctices of that
ocountry, and they demand equal righte and yrivi.
leges for thamaglves.

NOW IT CAN DE TOLD: TRUMAN AND VATICAN
AMBASSADOR TAYIOR SOUGHT CRURCH UNITY

The wnsuccessful attempt in 1948 by President
Truman and his personal representative to the Veti-
can, yron C, Taylor, to promote unity among Chrle-
tians and others who believe in God in the face of
the mounting threet of intemationn) atheiex and
materialism and fn the interest of peace is nov be-
ing t0ld., The “"thought” of the President was to
appeal for the oooperution of the religious forcea
of the world %o resist commmism and twrn the ine
fluance of all those who Delieve in God toward the
positive preservation of peace.

The story is told by Robert Fell, who eerved 30
Years in the Department of State, apd who worked
with Vatican Ambassador Taylor from 1930 uptil 1950
when Taylor left public life, Ths ambassador's re-
cent death at the age of 85 was the occasion of an
article in the May 30 issue of "America,” a national
Jesuit weekly review, in vhich Pell tells the frus-
trating experience of President Truman end his am-
bassador.

According to Pell, by March, 1948, the Presi-
dent hod decided to translate his "thought” into aec-
tion. He summoned Taylor, discussed the plan vith
him, and then sent him on a "voyage of exploration
to talk vith the outstanding churchmen of the Chris-
tian world. The excursion took Taylor %o lisbon,
Madrid, Rome, Genevs, London, Faria, and back to
Rome after wﬁich he gent a full report to Washing-
ton.

In Lisbon an encourmging conference was held
with Cardinal Emanuel Goncalves Cerejeira, but in
Madrid Carinal Pedro Segure y Seenz expressed ger-
ious doudbts about the feasidility of joint ection by
Catholice and Protestants.

In Rome after a gerieo of mcetinga with the
Fope, Taylor found a good reception to the “thought”




Fopes supported the moposal
dant and agyeed for s mes-
lssders of the World Counedl

However, in Oeneva Taylor vas received ocoolly by
the Secretary of the Provisional Beecugive Committee
of the World Cowncil of Churches, Dr. W. A, Viager
t'Hooft. In fact Dr, Visser t'Hooft refused to ses
Mr. Taylor as & repmesentative of & tesgporal sover-
eign because the World Gouncil Committee is irrevo-
cably committed to the principle of separation of
chureh and state. It vas in his capacity as a pro-
minent Episcopal layman that Tuylor conferred vith
the World Council lsaders,

Dr. Waser t'Hooft and hie aseocistes declined
% read the President's letter giving Taylor his
comsxi ssion and aleo the copy of the Fope's letter to
the President. They heeard Taylor courtscusly and
then sugsgmsated that the yroper procedure would be to
have the President's "thought” considered by the ap-
proaching Ecumegical Copference at Amaterdam, It
wvas also pointad out that there vas no roam et Ame
sterdan for embassadors or personal representatives
froa heads of States and that the discussions would
be free fyom governmsntal pressures. When the Am-
sterdan meetings were held, invitations vere sent
to the lesders of the Orthodox churches, but the
Fope's offica varned that Catholics would not be
permitted to attend.

In Iondon the Archbiehop of Canterbury, Dr.
Geoffrey Fsher, heaxd Taylor cordially and give s
full blessing to the project, although ne pointed
out same 4ifficult ocbstacles to the accomplishment
of the President's vishes.

When Taylor visited Faris he met with stubborn
resistance from Fastor Boegner, speaking for the
French Protestant, or Buguenot Church. The door vas
fimly closed to further discuseions of the Frepi.
dent’s "thought.”
¥ Also in Paris Taylor visited with leaders of
the Germmn and Scandanavian Lutheran churches and
vith the Fatriarch of Constantinople. They vere
more receptive to the President's "thought™ than was
Boegner, but they could see little chance for suc-
cess in the project.

discumsions should de suspanded T &

dant Truman deplored the fuct that th
Confuywnoe vould embrece only & section

dom and he reaffirmed that both Gtats g
s solem obligation to man the parapete of Chrletisn
civiligation,

Fell concluded his article with Mgh trituts %0
the sincerity of Mr. Taylor and asserted that 1% was
his effort to lift the conversations in viich he wvas
engaged from the slough of politics. Ne them ex-
pressed the desire that the "thought®™ of Mr. Trummn
should ultimately be heeded,
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VIIIA, ITTALY -- Baptist rejoicing in Sant'An.
#elo over resmmption of construction of tWeir church
bullding vas of short durwtion. Daapits & high
court decision anmlling a looal adminietrative or.
der that the work be suspended, the town mayor ap-
peared at the scene on April 20 and oxdered the work
stopped and tha partly finished structure demolished.
last reports say that the partly finished builling
6till stanfis, but construction has stopped. The
sayor hes refused a local perwmit on tachnieal and
esthetic grounds.

IOUISVILIE, KY. -- Religion reporters for 25
dailies and one vire service in 17 states and the
Dlatrict of Columbia were evenly divided in their
ansvers to the question: ™Do you think s Roman
Catholic could de elected President of the United
States in 19507" Thirteen ansvered "Yes” and 13
answvered "Mo."

WASHVILLE, TENN. -« Religious libarty confer-
ences will be conducted at both Ridgecrest and
Glorieta Daptist assamblies this summer according to
anpouncement by the Christian Life Comxission. The
Glorieta conference will be Aug. 6-12 and will be
under the direction of Dr. C. Arthur Inskp of the
Golden Gate Daptist Theological Seminary. The
Ridgecrest conference will be Aug. 20-35, and vill
be conducted by W, Darry Garrett, associate director
of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affeirs,
Washington, D. C. He will also participate in the
Gloriete confarence.
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