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ANGERICAN BAPFTIBT CONVENTION NOTES WORK OF
BAPTIST JOINT COMMITTER ON FUBLIC AFFAIRS

Tha American Bmptist Convention in annual session
st Der Moines, Iowa, June &-9, on three ocomsions
took special note of the work of the Baptist Joint
loonittee on Public Affuire. The ABC Committee on
Rublic Affairs reported on the BJCPA, the resoclutions
committee omlled wpecial sttemtion to problacs in-
wlving privileged comnmications to minipters and
those involving sapayetiom of church and state, and
ths program on Ammrican Baptists and their wider fel-
lovship called special attentiom to the BJUFA mm an
expression of ABC cocopsyetion with other Baptista.

In its report to the Convention the ABC committee
explained thea function of the BJCPA. "The Beptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs im the agency
through which the Public Affairs Cowrlttees of major
Baptist groups coopsrate in keeping the field of pub-
lic affairs under continual examination in the light
of our Baptist heritage and the desarids of Christian
conacience. Through s comprebensive program of gath-
ering inforsmmtion, of commmication with the Baptist
People, and of limigon with dencminational, inter-
denominational and governmental sgencies, the Commit-
lee is incremsingly gaining & reputation for a yosi-
tive and reasonable smphasis in the field of church-
state thinking.”

The ABC report then called sttention to sn eight-
fold sunmary of the current ectivities of the BJCPA
a3 outiined by Dr. C. Pmanuel Carlson, executlive
director,

{1} We cultivate peopla’s interest in and concern
for religious liberty.

{2) We ancourmge restudy of the Biblical basis of
our Baptist insights.

(3} We analyrze the implicatione of religious
liberty for public affairs.

(4) We inform pecple regamiing current wctions
&d trends that affect religioua liberty,

{5) We cultivate the understanding and spprecis-
tion of non-Baptists for Beptist insights.

{6) We confer with leamders, Beptist, non-Baptist,
and political, regarding tha wisdom of public policy

duly 1959
proposals touching on church progreas.

(7) We balp Baptists organize and plan for the
extension of liberty in Amsrica and abroed.

{(8) Ve maintain a Washington office through which
govarnsent aganciea cen get information and meks com-
tacts with Baptist conventions and agencies, and
through vhich the conventions end agencies can con-
tact government.

The report to the convention gave considersble
spuce to & dafinition of eepareticn of church and
state as ssplwmelized by Dr. Carlson, Thase six polnts
have appeared 1n previous ismaes of the Report Prom
The Capital, were discussed in the Religiocus liberty
Conference last September, and vere also pressnted to
the Southern Paptist Convention in louisville, Ky.,
this year. They are worthy of study by all in view
of the confusion now existing concerning church-
state Telations.

The Committee on Resolutionms of tha ABC called at-
tention %o the problem involved in privileged cowmi-
nications of persons to ministers in seeking spiritu-
al help. The committee pointed out that the BJTPA
had done special work in this field and thet inforua-
tion on the subject could be secured from the Wash-
ington office, It wae stated that seversl states
have under consideration legislation on the problem,
and it then declared the policy of ths ABC am
follovws:

"The Comnvention further declares that, vhether or
not approyriate statutes are enscted, it is e prinei-
ple with us thet any of our number who recelves con-
fidential information in the course of responding to
s request for spiritual counseling is not morelly
obliged to 4ipclose it without conaent of the other

party.”

In & further resolution the ABC daclared its feel-
ing on the use of public funds for eectarian pur-
poses. The Convention said:

»
"Recognizing that money collected through taxation
18 taken from people by goveyrmment, whether they wish
to give 1t or not, we object W the use of tax money
for the benefit of sectarian institutiona, including
achools and hospitals, and the use of tax concaasions
for the bemefit of church-controlled commerciel en-

terprises. We further object to the affort of
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sectarian schools t© secure relief from their finmn-
cial bwrdens by presslng sithar for tax relief for
parents sending their children to such schools, or
for direct subsidizmation fyroe public funds of the
educational expenses of certain studsnts in attend.
ance at these schools., We moreowver affira that no
bigotry need be imvolved in meking candidates for
public office to state their vieds on church-state
relations.”

In its exphasis on the wider fellowahip of the
Amsrican Baptist Convention it vas declared:

"The Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affuirs is
the agency through which the Public Affairs Committee
of the Americen Baptiest Convention cooperutes with
ximilar cosmittees from the Baptist General Confer-
ence of America, the Nationml Baptist Convention of
America, the Fational Bapiist Convention, U. S. A.,
Ipc,, the North Americen Baptist Genersl Conference
and the Scuthern Haptist Convention in » united witi-
ness in the ayea of Christian social responsibility.
The Committee keeps the fleld of public affairs under
continual review in light of our Baptist heritage,
the demands of Christisn comecience, and the respon-
sibilities of Caristian witness., It peeka tc be on
the alert st alld pointe where Baptist principles are
involved in or Jeopardigad through govermmental ac-
tione, and it glves particular attention tc the safe-
guarding of religious liberty."”

SURVEY OF JUNE LEGISIATIVE FROPOSALS REVEALS
MARNY SERIOUS RELICICUS LIBERTY PROBLEMS

The month of June witnessed another Nurry of
bills introduced in Congress with church-state prob-
lems and implicetions. These dillp renge all the way
from direct special privilage legislation for church-
es 1o aleost imperceptible implications. All of
them, bovever, are part of & mttern of closer coor-
dination of the work of the churches and the func-
tions of government,

The Report From The Capital has reviewed most of
the proposed church-state legislation prior to tha
oonth of June.

" One of the problems in evaluating these propossls
is that in many ceses the basic objectives are desir-
able but the manner in which t¢he churches and church
agencies are used to achieve them im Open to Ques-
tion. The questions perennially arise: “Should the
govermment use the churches for govermmental and pol-
itical purposes? And should the churches uwse the
govermaent for eccleslastical cbjectives?” Another
queation could be asked, "Can depirable mumenitarian
objectives be mccomplished in other ways without
entangling alliances between church and state?”

Without taking a position either for or against
any of the proposals, and without claiming that we
have discovered all bills introduced in June that
contain church-state involvements, we offer these as
illustystive of continual developmente on Capitol
T mn.

Aid To Institutione

Two proposals have been introduced in the Rouse of
Representatives (H.R. 7625 and H.R. 7358) which would
Provide an exemption from the commmications and
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transportation taxes for amounts paid by ohurcheg,
church organisations and church-owned ingtitutions,
Dmting from World War II thare has been &n excise tyy
on trensportation fares, phone servios, telegraph
services, ete., which wvas cut to 10 per ommt i 1984,
The proposed legislation would provide spaciel privi.
leges for the churches by exenpting them from thie
tax. Educational inetitutions vere exempted Yy Coy.
gress last ywar.

A b1l (S, 22L1) has been introduced in the Sen.
ate to provide funda for educational purposes by wo-
viding increased incentives for privete giving
through the allowance of & tax ocredit for charitadle
contributions to institutions of higher educstiom.
Thig t11l would allow s tax credit (better than e de.
duction) btesed on a certain formuls to persons mk-
ing gifts to colleges.

Since many colleges are church-owned end opsrated,
and since most pecple would make gifts to private
echools ruther than to public inetitutions, the above
bill would ghve the most aid t0 private and chureh
colleges.

In a $300 million bill {S. 2170) to be known ae
the Health Educational Facilities Construction Act of
1959 it is proposed that $200 million be authorised
to be appropriated for grants for the expansiop and
{mprovement of existing schools of medicine, dentiet.
ry, and public heslth, and that £100 millicn for
grants be authorized for tha conatruction of new
achools of medicine, dentistry, or public haalth,

While all citigens ehould be interested in the ia-
proved heslth of the Ration, the church.state probles
is obwvious in this bill 1n which it is declared to be
"the policy of the Congress to provide funds for con-
struction of health educational fucilities for our
public and nonprofif medical, dental and publie
health schools.” In recent years the expression
"nonprofit" bas uniformly been mecribed to religious
and sectarian institutions as wvell as to others.

If thie legielation paeses as it 1a now written,
the churches and church-related institutions vill de
faced with s realistic problem of vhether or not to
accept public funds for the improvement or creation
of medical, dental or public health echools.

Governmental interest in the care of orphane is
seen in H,R, 7905, vhich would msuthorigze the dons-
tion of surplua Federsl property to orphanages.
Since many orphanages are operated by churches or
church-related groupe, this proposal is of specisl
significance because it proposes to make such sur-
Plus property svailsble "for utilieation by any or-
phanage,."” Many cholce sites could thus be picked up
free of charge by church groups for the extension of
their orphanage aystem,

Aid for Services Rendered

’

A bill hes been introduced in the Housé (A.R.
T760) "to make grants to the States to aseiet in the
provision of facilities and services for the day
care of childremn.” The Secretary of the Demartment
of Health, Education and Welfare would be authorited
to work out the rules for the sdminiptrution of
thess grants sccording to spproved State plans.
Special considerstion is to be given to Federully
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The church-state probles arises fram the fact that
the bensfits of the bill are pot limited to public
institutions, end conceivably churches and church in-
gtitutions oould develop extensive and influential
day nurseries by the funds provided by the Covermment
vhers Otate lews permit,. Bince the "State plans”
suggested may include only supervision of progrems,
the affectiveneess of State limitations is not clear
at present.

The proposed Food Act of 1959 (3. 2098) wowld
irsoafer the distribution of surplus sgriculturel
products 0 ths needy in cheritable institutions and
family units frow the Departmspt of Agriculture to
the Departmant of Heelth, Bducation and Welfere, and
would establish & food stamp plan for ths dlstribu-
tion of food pmid for by the Government, The trans-
fer, however, would not apply to the donstion by the
Government of food commodities for use 1n nonprofit
school-lunch programs and in nonprofit summer cemps
for children,

The distribution of food products to nesdy people
wider this plan ie not confined to public agencies,
wid 1t vould be possible for the churches to develop
extensive relief centers largely pmid for by publiec
furds. In addition, persons eligible for fhod
stamps, redeemable at approved food stores, would in-
clude “overy individual in any nonprofit charitasble
institution, including hospitale, orplwnages, homes
for the aged and infirm, and other eimilar types of
institutions.” This would be & windfell for many
church-related institutions.

American Forelgn Relations

Two bills (3. 2135 and S. 2192) have been pro-
posed “to promote the forelgn relations of the thit-
ad States” by providing for educationsl institutions
In foreign countries and for a “"Center of Cultursl
and Technical Interchange Between the East and Weat
in Havaii.”

The Hawalian bill instructs the Secretary of State
10 make arrangements with “public, educational, or
other nonprofit institutions, or otherwise” tor such
an institution. It providea grants, fellowships, and
other paymente to scholars from both the Emat and
West,

The other bill for educational insetitutions in
foreign countries does not restrict such funds to
noneectarian or nonreligious schools. The schoole tc
which AmMerican public funds would go would probably
depend on the educational policles and pructices of
the particular countriee involved.

The week following the Fourth of July would be
designated “Captive Nations Week" by S. J. Res. 111.
This resolution eponsored by 19 Senators would call
sttention to the nationes held captive by "the imper-
{aliatic policies of Communiatic Rusmis.”

The resolution on captive nationes states that they
loak to the United States as the citadel of human
freedom, for leadership in bringing about their 1ib-
tration and independence and in restoring to them the
enjoyment of their Christian, Jewish, Moslem, Budd-
hist, or other religious freedoms, and of their in-
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dividual liberties.” The particulsr week would be
Obsarved each year "wuntil such time as freedom and
indepandence shall have been achieved for sll the
captive nafions of the world."

The resolution expresses no interest in religious
liberty as such wnd shows no swvareness of the situa-
tions in vhich the oppression 1s engendsred by the
religious groupe themselves.

RELIGIOUS IJBERTY WEWS BRIEFS

RELIGIOR IN SCHOOLS--Washington--The Ten Commandments

moTe lagging worals in high
achools than courses in sex education, accomding to
Dr. L. Neleon Bell, executive editor of Christimnity
Today. Defending his proposal for daily Bible read-
ing in schools Bell said, "For that atheistic and
godlees minority vho profess no religion and vho
wvould loudly protest against the reading of the Ten
Commandments aes an infringement of their constitu-
tional righte and those of their children, let their
children be excused from thes room while the Command-
ments are being read.” {CT}

FREEDO! FIIM--Neashville, Tenn.--Barly Baptist begin-
nings in America and the Tight they made for reli-
glous fresdom are portrayed in & new 8-minute film,
"The Price of Freedom,” released July 1 by the Broad-
man Fllms of the Southern Baptist Sunday School
Board. It presents experiences of three early Bap-
tist loadere -~ Shubal Stearns, Daniel Marshall and
William Screven, It 1is availmble through Baptist
Book Stores nt $3.00 rental. (BSSB}

RELIGIOUS ADVIJERS--Washington--Protestani, Catholie
and Jewlah leaders have been appointed to e Consumer
Industry Advisory Committee of the Federal Housing
Administration. One assignment of thias comittee 1p
to sdvise the Federal Housing Commniseloner concern-
ing programs for cooperative housing. Other groups
concermed with housing are also represented on the
committee., (RNS)

w-.wnshington--'mimen graduate
ellowships in the field of religious studies under
the National Defense Fducation Act have been swvarded
according to the U, S. Department of Blucation.
Three have gone to Emory Universlty (lethodiat),
Atlanta, fa., for 014 Testament studies; three to
New York University for Hebraic end Judeo-Arabic
studies; three to Dropale College (Jewlsh), Phila-
delphia, Pa., for comparative religion; and four to
Brown Univeraity (independent), Providence, R. I.,
for the Department of Religioua Studies to help pre-
pare potential faculty members to teach in the field
of gocial ethica.

Dr. S. Walter Martin, president of Bmory, has re-
Plied to the charge of violetion of separation of
church and state that the university does not regard
this to be a violetion since the gtudente wil) matri-
culate in the graduate college and not in the Candler
School of Theology. (RNSY

USE OF [[0OSPITALS--St. louis, lMo.-~-The Catholiq hoepi-
tal must be different from all othere, as day is from
night, Auxiliary Bishop Fulton J. Sbeen declared here
to the bbth anpuaml convention of the Catholie Hospi-
tal Asmociation of the U. S. and Canada. He pleaded
for a "new concern for the poor, s use of euffering'e
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tremendous potentiml for the smlvation of sculs, and
@ recognition that the 'person' wes to be seen in the
oceupant of every bed....In this way the Church's
treined investmant of men and mesns in our Catholic
hospital sywtem will be justified before God and
fruitful for bodies and souls.” (RYS)

CHRISTIAN AMENDIENT--Seattle, Wash.--Adoption of the
"Christian Amendment" to the U.S, Conatitution could
lead to the denlal of religious liberty of non-
Christien Aneridans, the Maticoal Council of Churche
es’' General Board warned hers, In support of reli-
gicus freedom for all people the Board declared that
the proposed amendment would confuse the lpsues in-
volved in church-state separetion, :

The Christian Amepdment provides, "Thie nation de-
voutly recognizea the authority and lav of Jesus
Christ, Ssviour and Ruler of Mations, through whom
are bestowed the blessings of Almighty God."

Dangers imwolved in tha amandment, according ta
the Board, are embarreesment of the United States
with the non-Chrietian wvorld, s dowvngreding of funda-
mental religious and theologicsl concepte, the denial
of liberty and of religious liberty in particular aa
experienced in previcus Christian States," mnd the
elimination of churchestate separation by maXing pub-
1lic funds more accessible to church institutions.
(NS}

PAROCHIAL BUS RIDES--Augusta, Maine--If Maine enacts
. legislation to authorize rides for parochial echool
pupils on public school buses, it will be the 20th
state to 40 s0, The Maine Supreme Court has ruled
unanimously that neither the Maine nor the 1tf, S. Con-
ptitution forbids free bus transportation to children
attending private schoole, but enabling legislation
is required bYefore communities can be allowed to meke
such provisions. In coptradictory rulings separate
courts in the pation have ruled that such provieion
ie aid %0 the children end that it is afd to the
‘school. When it has been held %o be aid to the
child, such private school transportation et public
expense is considered to be conatitutional, while if
it is aid to the school, the prectice is uncopstitu-
tional.

CHURCHES AND TAXES.-Hartford, Conn,--The church and
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its institutions should pay taxes like all niuyy,
declared a prominent Lutherun layman here in

dreas at the 100th Annual Synod of the o
Tutheran Church. "There 18 no ressocn why

end it institutions should not be paying theiy 8
share of the taxes needed to SUPPOTY OuUr Govermmmt
today,"” said Morton V. Bjorkquist to 300 lay ‘
delegates.

|

Bjoriuiet ssid he vas "horrifisd" at ﬂp'un“,
negs of eome churchmwn to accept discounts on -
construction, church purchases and some of thelr -
sonal acgquisitions, Religious groups maks demsnds
for fire and polive protectivn, good rosds and etder
pudlic services. "There is no reasom,” he contismy,
"why we should not bear our share of the cost whish
our demands create.” (AP)

AUXTLIARY AIDS--Denver, Colo.--The rights of paro-
chial school pupils to auxiliery services provided
by public funds ves discussed on the Rouse of the
Lord progres on KLZ-TV here on June 21. Faneliste
included Palmer Burch, Denver schoo) Board smwber,
Father William Jonee, archdiocesan superintendent
of schools, Joseph A, Craven, Denver sttormey, amd
Mrs. P, G. Cronin of the Catholic Parent-Teacher
league,

Granting of suxiliary servicea such es bus rifes,
lunches, and milk paid for from pudblic funde t¢ mra-
chial pupils were coneidered. The panelints explored
the rights involved, meane of protecting those rights
legal and sociel implicationa of the problem, and
eome of the history of the question, (DCR)

PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS--Sean Frencieco--Parochial schools,
both elementary and secondary, vere strongly de-
fended by the Lutherwn Chuprch-Miggouri Synod here
se providing “e specificslly Christian education
vhich the public school cannot supply.” At the swme
time the Synod declared {t to be the responsibility
of every citizen to support and uphold the public
schooles.

This declaration differed from the recent report
approved by the Augustana Lutheran Church at fart-
ford, Corm., which said that “there appesrs to be ™
need or deaire” on the part of the denominationsl
members for parochial high schools. (RWI)
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