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BJCPA CALLS FOR SPECIAL BTUDIES
OF_MWTIO 1 A FIRATIOR

Special studies for the informetion of the Baptipst
people in the United Stater wwre approved by the Bap-
tist Joint Committise on Fublic Affairs in semi-snnual
pession here in September.

Religlous liberty problems are involved in much
legislation on tha national scene and in the admini-
stration of that lagislation., InQuiries will be made
into the foreign ald mogram, domable property pro-
gran, apd other appects of govermmental aid to sec-
tarian institutions and agancies. When these studies
are completed the findings will be made evailable
through the Baptist Press, the Raport From The Capi-
tal, and other publicatiocns.

Authorigation vas aAlso given for s special commit-
tee of acholars to prepare & beasic paper on the his«
toric Baptist principles of religious libexty snd the
semration of church apd stata. BSpecial attention
vill be given to the application of these principles
tc present day society and current relations between
churches and the gtate, '

AMERICAN TAX FOLICIES AND CHURCEES TO EE
MEXT RELIGIOUS LiBSry 00

The churches and American tax policy will be the
subject of the fourth annual Religicus Liberty Confer-
ence, pponsored hy the Baptist Joint Committee oo Pub-
lie Affalrs. The conference will be held pext year,

Previous conferences bave dsalt with the use of
Public funds by church-relatsd institutions and the
Place of religion in sducation.

October-Rovember Issues Combined

The October and Fovember issues of the Report
From The Capital have been combined with this is-
sue. This monthly newsletter is published from
10 to 12 times A year, and is mvailable ot pro-
duetion cost of ¥1.00 per year. Information and
interpretation on religious liberty and separa-
tion of church anl gtate are provided through
this chamnel which are not aveilable through any
other single source. Send orders to Baptist
Joint Comprittee on Public Affairs, 1628 - 16th
Street, N. W,, Washington 9, D. C.

October-Fovenber 1959

Explaining the need for a comferencs on American
tax policles ms related to the churches, C, Emanuel
Carleon, executive director, BIJCFA, pointed out the
problems involved in "unrelated business incoms” snd
tax exsmption for properties ovned by chixchas but
not used for wvorship poposes. He indicated that the
whole area of taxation as related to the churches,
the miniatry, and church ingtitutions would be dls-
cussed by the conference,

Other religious liberty conferences may be pro-
Jected in the future by tha BJCPA. The recent Con-
ference on Education mmde sgpecial request for region-
al confarences in various parts of the pation, snd 1t
requested the BJUFA to begin studies and preparstions
looking forverd to a mationsl conference on Baptiat
churches and higher eduoation.

The extent to which such conferemces can be con-
ducted in the atates will depend largely on the ap-
yroval of the coopsrating comvemtiocns for an expanded
program for the BJUPA that will be presented to them
in ths near future. More funds and an enlarged staff
will be necessary to carry out thess projecta.

BAPTIST JOINT

COMMITTEE
SEEKS TARCER SUPHROR

N PUBLIC AFFAIRS

A far-reaching program of axpansion for the Bap-
tist Joint Committee om Public Affairs ves approved
in principle for submission to its cooperating oom-
stituencies during the September meeting of the Com-
mittee., Clarence W. Cranford, pmstor of the Calvery
Baptist Chugch, Washington, is cheirsmn of the
Baptist Joint Coomlttea.

Tha expanded program calls for the establislment
of a department of coordipation which would work with
each cooperating convention in harmony with the estab-
lished policies of the conventiona. The new program
calls for $86,000, or an mppruximate doubling of the
budget. The enlarged service of tha BICPA 48 nov
under consideration by its sponsoring cozrventions and
its implemsntaticn ewaits policy decisions and fipan-
cial provision. .

Iast year the BJCPA expanded its program by estab-
1ishing an enlarged Information Service, vhich has
resulted in an increased flov of information and in-
terpretation of neve from the Washington scene to
Baptist publications end through the Report FProm The
Capital.




Mnety-five Baptist leadars from six national
groups searched their bearta and vrecksd their brains
over religious liberty problems imvolwved in the teach-
r ing of religion in the public echools of the mation
during the recent Religious lLiverty Conference in
Washington. If anyone thought that the answers vere
edsy Or that he had the solutions before he arrived,
these thoughts were quickly dispelled by the corplex-
ity of the issues and the differing backgrounds from
which the participants cams.

In spite of many eeeningly insurmountable diffi-
culties, & remariable degres of unaniaity wvap achieved
before the Conference ended. All agreed that the
discussions vere dacades overdus and that the Confer-
ence contributed t0 & nev level of wnderstanding of
the common problems stmred by the varicus Baptist
constituencies throughout Morth Ameriea.

Valuee In Discussiop

This third annual Religlous Libverty Conference,
sponsored by the Baptist Joint Committee on Fublic
Affairs, like tbe other two, wvas not a propouncement-
miing body, nor were 1ts findings expressive aof
"official” Baptist views, por vere its recommenda-
tions binding on any Baptist or Baptist group. The
values of the Conference are to be found in the full,
frank and fraternal discussions of common prodlems in
the light of the best of Baptist insights.

Realizing that it faced one of the burning issues
of today, the Conference plunged headlong into the
Questions of the place of religion in education and
the relation of the chnrches to the public schools,
All sgreed that the religious education of people in
espential to the development of the person and to the
velfare of soclety, but the methods by which this 1s
tQ be accomplished were subject to debate,

Uaity In Diversity

Present et tbe Conference were those vho advocated
the inclusion of the Bible and religion in the curri-
culum of the public achool system as well as those
vho thought that all teaching of religiocn should be
completaly sepmaruted from the public schools. Otheys
shadad in between these two vievpoints and included s
fev o sadvocated & system of priwate religious
schools, However, the common faith of these Paptists,
their loyalty to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, as
well ag their open minded search for adsguate solu-
tions, enabled them to agree on mary important prin-
ciples relating to religion and educatiom.

Among the Caristian ineights pertinemt to curremt
educational problems the group cited much erawples ae
the competence of the soul to deal with God for him-
self, the dignity of the individua) and the sacred-
oess of all of life, The conferees said that Chrige
tians are cititens of two states (the earthly and the
besvenly) but sueme loyalty must be given to Jegus
Christ, that freedom of couscience must not be vioe
lated by either state or church, that basic responsi-~
bilities for Christian education rest upon home and
chaoreb, and that all perscns have equal rights both
for an sducation and in the reslm of religion.

Meport From The Captta)
General Agreemant Reached
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Oeaerul agreement was reached that coarosd Bibvle
reading and that religious teaching with ssetariapn
enghagis hed no place in the public scbools. Meithey
sbould religion be taught in publie schools with ¢
view to securing the commitment of tha prpil to timt
religicn. On the other band, thsre was widespread
sentiment expresesd that the historical fagts of pe.
ligion and its place s influence 1n society as wll
as the basic elemsuts of chaructar formstion bave g
necessary place in the schoolruvcam,

likevise most of the conferees felt that the one
day & veek program of religious instruction ss pruc.
ticed in most Baptist churches provides insdequate
religious instruction, and they favored continumtion
of efforts to develop adequate weeskiny religious in-
struction progrems. The often expresssd opimice
heard in the Conference was that the publie school
syetem of the mation should be preserved md improved,
and that & private religicus school syatem on the
part of the churches vould be detrimental both to the
pation and to the chureches. On the other hand, the
schoole and tbe churches should continue to explore
avenues of coopsration that would enable esach to ful.
111 ite Aistinet educational functions,

Opposed To Goverrment Aid

Recent educatiomal trends and leglelation oecupled
opne section of the Conference and it vas generelly
agreed that use of public funds for the tesching of
theology violates the principle of separation af chureh
and state. This section looked with dlefuvor upon
Mational Defense Fellowship grunts to greduvate stu-
dente in theology as provided in the Matiomal Defense
RBlucation Act of 1950, especially because Of the fed-
ersl payments to the schaols for such teaching.
Fringes benefits, such as bus trunsportation end free
texthooks for church-related schools, on the vhole
weres looked upon with disfavor by the conferees.

A problem of special concern to the Conference in-
volved the fleld af higher eduoation and the relation.
ships of the dencminational or religious college both
o the state apd to the church, Responsibilities in
both directions were recognirad, but the extent to
vhich such echools ahould sccept governmental aid wese
left unresolved in the minds of the conferees., Tiw
bope vas expressed, hovever, that dus to the serfous-
nees of this problem another religious liberty coa-
ference on the subject of "Baptists and Higher Blucs-
tion” could be planiied withip the paxt few years.

Wants BJCPA Activities Expanded

At tpe conclusion of the Conference expressions of
appreciation to the Baptist Joint Committee op Fublic
Affaira for ite leadership in religiocus liberty con-
cerns vere heard. It wms styongly urged that the co-
operating copvesntions make possible an enlargemest of
the staff and program of the BJCPA, Other sugges-
tions for the cultivatiaop of concern and appropriate
Christian acticn in the ares of religious liberty fo-
¢luded the formmtion of state committees similar o
the BICPA, the development of regioval religious lb-
erty conferences in order to reschb more of the lead-
ership in the churches, the cousideration of & achol-
arly publicaticn devoted to religious liberty,
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an empbagis On religious liberty during the Baptist
Jubiles Advence.

The Ragtint Vay

Baptists bave no suthoritarian structure
firm positions oo ipsuss can be established. Rather,
they snoowrege Indapendant thought end discussion.
It is often surprising to those of other Tellowships
hov Paptists omn e wmified undey such an arrengement.
Bovever, the Beligious Liberty Oonfarence on Bluca-
tion dsmonstrated the valuss of this wathod, and al-
though ansvers to All the moblams vere not found, &
remarimble degxes of wanimity was discovered and
basic principles wvere agxesd upon which, vhen appro-
priste applicetions are vorked ocut, will ksep both
the Baptiste and the oation united.

RELIGIOUS FROBLEMS APTEAR IN PILAMH

Federal a8id to sducation promises to he one of the
sharp issuss t©0 oome before the second session of the
8th Congress when it convenas in Jamuary. And right
in the middle of the fight will be the question of
vhathar or not and hov t¢ gilve fedaral public aid to
privats and mrochial scheols.

Ald-to-education measures proposed 1in 1959 were
blocked by three-fold opposition -- the Rlsenhower
administration, consexyvative meabers of Congress and
the Roman Catholic Church, The sdministretion secems
sdamant in its insistence upon long term aid o achool
conatruction, and thus far it bas been unwilling to
compromipe on temporary measures that include
teachers' salaries,

Southern consarvetives, along with othar conserva-
tives to the right of Elsenhower, are traditionally
opposed to fedsral mid tc achools. Thess have been
Joined by Rowen Catholics who insiet that any sid to
education should include parochial se well as public
schools, that aid in the form of teachers’ salaries
is objectionable becsuse of the danger of federml
control, and that they will oppose all measures thet
46 not include suxiliary services o non-pudlic echool
pupile in al) states assisted by federal funds.

Plans For Becond Seasion

During the interim between sesslons of the 86th
Congress all parties concerned with ald-to-education
neasures avre Jockeying for position, seeking compro-
nipe proposals, holding both closed anl open meetings,
and are othearuipe trying to come up with a bill that
can get through Congress and that also can escape @&
Presidential veto.

When the first sepaion ended in September the
Murray-Metcalf Bill (thet provides for both school
construction aid and help on teachers' salaries and
vhich wvap favorably reported cut of the House Bluca-
tion and labor Committee) wvas killed by the House
Rulea Committee before it could get to the floor.

In the Senate, wvhen it wvas seen that the House wvas
bogged down in its efforts to pmss an education bill,
steps wvere taksn to present @ b1ll calling for $1
billion in fedsra)l matching granta over two years for
achool construction only, not teachers' salaries.

e 3

This bill 414 not reach the Semate floor before
adjourtment .

Rommn Catholie Flans Puiblished

The position of Rommn Catholic educators om pudlic
sid to parochial educstion 1s cutlined in a report of
& mpeting of the Sohocl Superintenidsnts’ Depmrtment
of the FMatiomal Catholic Bfucaticpal Aswocietiom im
Tovember of last year but only made public recently
in the August, 1959, iesus of the Bulletin of the
Association. This report wvas & highly confiaential
documant, intended only for certain Catholic eyes,
until its publicetion in tha Bulletin,

The "report” ia described as s “brief expression
of a general consensus of opinion on & recoomended
course of action regarding wrious propomals for fed-
ernl aid toc education which may be debated during the
coming Congress.” The bagis of the recommendations
of the mambers of the Catholic School Buperinten-
dents’ Depariment was "theiyr comviction that Catholic
schools have a clear right in distributive justice to
an equitable share of faderal funds appropriated to
aid education,”

Even though the Catholic educators 4o not axpect
to get "full justice” immediately it im their policy
to "start with a modeet demand for partisl Jjustice.”
Thair present plan is to get for Catholiec schools and
their pupils " as much aseistance ns be obtained
without violation of federsl lav as interpreted by
the Supreme Court of the United States.” This aid is
degcribed in three categories as () loans, (b) con-
tractusl services, and {c) muxiliary cervicea.

Catholic Stretegy Is Projected

For school construction the Catholic superinten-
dents mre seeking "long-term low-interest loans for
the conatruction of non-public achool houses,™ They
¢cite the College Housing Isw as B2 good precedent.

For auxiliary services for non-public schools the
report 1a asking for legislation that makes thie pos-
pible by means of the "withholding" provision. This
means that if the fedsrel government givee a state a
certain amount af money for auxiliary services for its
schoole, B cartain percentage of that state's allot-
ment ¥ill be withhald by the federal govermment to be
given to the non-public schools of that state. Thus
these grants are not affected by atate lawa prohibit-
ing the use of public funds for pmrochial echoolas.

The report recommendsd to the National Cathalic
Welfare Conference Eiucation and Legal Departmenta
that "the FNOWC should insist upon this provision even
to the point of defeating the whole bill 1f that
should be necessary.”

The report further recommended that, 1f a bill for
federul aid for public school teachers' salaries is
proposed to Congress, "an effort be made to tie in
some kKind of a rider for auxiliary services for non-
public achool pupila,”

Graas Roota Support Por MCHWC

The Catholic superintendants in their report highly
commended the NWC “for ite brilliant succees during
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the last Congress,” & yefwrance to the Matiomal De-
fanse Diucation Act of 1958 in vhich long ataps vere
taken towvard fedsral public sid to marochial schools.
Continuing, the report said, "Amre that the NOWC
suthorities on the scene in Washington are in a yosi-
ticn to palect prudent means to achieve our objec-
tives, the Schivol Superintendants' Depariment, re-
spmetfully suggests that the NCOWC contious its quiet
effort to work out legislation to belp our Catholic
‘pchools and their pupils.”

Fledging support to the Washington office, the
Superintendsnts advocate strong state organizations
of Catholic school administreators, because it will be
on a state basis that public funds will We distrid-
uted to aid educational programs,

The report concluded by urging Catholie high
schools 1o take sdventage of all provisions for non-
public schools found in the Matiomal Defense Educa-
tion Act to borrovw funds for the purchase of scien-
tific, mathematical and modern language equipment.
The reason given for this acticn wes that "failuze 0
borrow this money would set & very unfevorable pre-
cedent for future legislation designed to help none
public sducstion.”

Baptists Want Religious Liberty

Oun the other hgnd, there are many groupe in Wash-
ington snd throughout the nation thet are insisting
that public funds should be regerved for public pur-
poses and that the freedom of the taxpayer mnd of the
churches be fully safeguarded in mll leglalation, As
an example of the opinions being expressed by some of
tbhege groups we turn %o the reports %o the Religious
Liverty Conference on Bducation, sponsored by the
Baptist Joint Committe on Public Affaire in
Septesmber of this ywar.

General agreement on many points was reached by
the Baptist leaders and educators et the Counference,
Although their opirlons are pot *"officisl"” they are
significant in the comsidaration of proposale for
faderal aid to education.

The Baptists agreed that the responsibility for
religious education rests upon the home and the
church and that it is not the responsidility of the
ptate. They alsc emphasizad that freedow of con-
sollence must be respected and that the religious

Meport From Tha Oupita)

1iterty of all citinens must be safeguardsd, Ty
said that government sbould mot support sectarias py.
ligion and that no citisen ebould be coerced into 4n.
voluntary religious yparticipation.

Fringe Services Questioned

A majority report to the Baptist oconference from
one of the discussion tablas maid, "We consider all
frings services {to nom-public schools) to e & vie.
lation of the principle of separation of church anld
state sincs thay iovolve the use of tax money to
assist the wrk of private educational institartions,*

A minority report, hovever, sodarated this posi.
tion alightly. Thie group, although egresing in the
min with the majority, eaid, "the surplus food and
health services sbould be viewved as being in s aif.
ferent category ipammch as thay carry the interest
of helping the individual citicen rather than ap edu.
catlonal imstitution. We would recommand, howvever,
that these welfare sarvices to children be chammaled
through other than sectarian organigations.”

In other reporta to their conference tha Baptimts
heard opinions that opposed the provigions of the
Fational Defsnseq Bducation Act that providsd loans W
religious schools for scientific equimment and pro-
vigions for the teaching of mathematica and foreign
langnages. Vigoroue opposition wves expressed 10 the
fellovship grantas of the fational Defanse Biucation
Act that sre made available for graduate schools of
t.heologv

State Organizations Neceasary

Like the Catholic educators, the Baptist confer.
ence recognized that aince tha states are the foeal
pointe in the digtribution of federal funds for edu-
eation, organization for influence must be pwojected
on a state besls. The Baptist conferance called for
state Baptist conventions to activate public affairs
committess for the organization of Baptist influence
on the local scene and for purposed of coopereting
with their national commlttee,

The entire nation will be watching developmenta
next year in Congress with regard to fedsral said to
education. What is done may affect the religious 1ib-
erty of the country for years to come, We cannot for-
get that "eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.”
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