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Federal aid tc parochial schools bad & close oall
in the Jenate, Feb. 4, with the passage of the £2,83L
million aid to education bill. An amendwent to suth-
orize $15 million annually for two years in loans to
nonprofit private schnols for construction purposes
vas defeated by @ narvov margin of 49 to 37,

Although the House has not yet considered ita
Pending education bill, and although it 1s anticipat-
ed that the Administration will veto the Senate bill,
the effort to provide sore federsl aseistance for re-
ligious schools has not ended. There remain the pos-
eibilities that an ameniment to aid parochial schools
may be pessed by the House, that in the conference
comnittee of the House and Senste the provision may
(remsin in the bill, and that the President might sign
the coupromise measure into lav if it should reach
his desk.

The education bill pmssed by the Semate provides
{$917 million @ year for two years in grunte to the

'etates foy use in schoo) construction or teachers!'

salaries or both. The grants are to be made on the
basis of need. .

The Administretion propossl would have provided
$600 million a year for five years for loans to needy
school districts on s matching basis for constyuction
purposes only. The Administretion favors a loan
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neasure for comstruction purposes only. This plan
vould provide fur fadsrally garanteed bond issues in
school districts, thus spreading the Medere) costs
over & period of dacadss. Neither the Senate-pussed
bill nor the House-proposed bill contains the
Administretion's plan,

Predictions exre that unless drestic changes are
made in the House sducation b1ill and unless these
changss are approved by the Senate-Fouse conference
committes, the President will veto any messure that
1e placed on his desk.

The Bouse education bill (H. R. 22), vhich hms
besn pigeonholsd since last June by the Rules Commit-
tee after approvel by the Bducstion and labor Commit-
tee, providas for $25 per school-age child in each of
four ysars for support of school construction and
teachers' salaries. Orents vould be wsmtched by the
Btates. The total cost of the program is estimmted
st $5.h billion, As it presently stands there is no
proposal in the Bouse bill to aid privete or parc-
chial schools, Fowvever, such amendments mmy be
attexpted from the floor.

Would Shif't Responsibility To States

During the debtate on the Senate education Bill two
sttewpts vere made to extend its benefits to private
and parochial schools., The first vas made bty Sen.
Warren G, Magruson (D., Wash.) who introduced an
amendment thet would ke the Federal grants to the
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Increasingly the "Report From The Capital” is
stiracting vider attention and is being received
with s deepening significance. The Baptist Comven.
tion of Rew Mexico 1s eending the "Report’ to every
pssator in the atate. An inquiry from the Baptist
Generwnl Conference has indicated s desire to &
lilwise. Churchas are making this informetion
available to their mambers.

Professors of political science, ethics and re-
lated subjects in Baptist institutions are asking
their classes to study the "Report”™ ss & regular
part of their courses. 3chools nov receiving the
"Raport” in bundles foy clagses are Amsrican Bap-
tist Theclogical Seminary, Mashville, Bethel Sem-

ipary, 8t. Faul, Golden Oste Baptist Theologicsl
Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif., Morth American Bap-
tist Seminary, Sioux Palle, and Northern Baptist
Theological Seminery, Chicago.

This particular issue of the "Report” contains
information that should be the subject of dlascue-
sions in church Brotherhoods, vomen's organigations,
pastora’ conferences, class rooms, and church
training groups.

Convention or college groups wishing to make the
“Report” svailable to pastors or students are re-
quested to make inquiry at the ebove address for
special arrangements.
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States %0 be used for educatiomal purposes according
to ths lave and pructices of the individual Btatea,
Ea pointed out that the educatiopal needs vary fram
Stats to State. He said, 'In many Statss,spchool ocom-
struction is by far the greatast need. In othar
States, there is & grest need for incresssd salariss
for teachers or for more teachers. Other States bave
other educsticusl neods."

In a latter to other Semators prior to the intro-
duction of his smendment Sen. Magnuson wrote: “It 1s
the intent of thizs smsndment t0 allov each State to
determine on an individuml basis its ovn Deeds for
improving the capacity and quality of the State edu-
catiopal systems. While I recognize that school con-
struction and teachers’ palaries are at a critical
point, 1t 18 to be remembered that a classroom with-
out proper books and internal facilities is almost as
iooperetive s cne that's oot built.”

It should be remembered that several States make
Provision fur public trunsportation of parochial school
Pupils, provide taxtbooks for parochiel schools, and
make Other benefits available.

In bhis remarks before the Senate in introducing his
apendesat, Sen. Magnuson mede it clsar that it vas
hie intention to shilt the responsibility for the use
of public funde for private schocls from the phoulders
of the United States government to those of the indl-
vidual States, BHe said that his amendment 'will solve
the problem in regard to the paroghial or private
schoolsg, to the axtent that the amsndment will permit
the States to do as they wish. If the States wish to
do as some Jtetes now do, and 1if they have aufficient
funds, they will b= able to proceed in that wey."

The Magnusop amendment vas defeated,

Asked For Ioans To Parochisl Schools

The second and more strenuwous effort toextend Fed-
eral help to parochial schools vasn made by Sen. Wayne
Morse (D., Ore.) and eight other Senators. Those who
co-gponsored the Morse amendment were Sens. E. L.
Bartlett (D., Alasim), Dennis Chaver (D., K. M.},
Joseph 8. Clark (D., Pa.). Preacott Bush {R., Comn.),
Thomas J. Doad (D., Conn.}, Mike Manafield {D.,
Mont.), Jamea B, Murray (D., Mont.)} apd Thomme E.
Martin' (R., Iowm).

The Morse amendment provided that ap amount not to
exceed $75 million 6 ymar for two years be made avail-
able as loans toprivate nonprofit elementary and sec-
ondery schools for construction of school facilities,
The rate of interest yroposed was 2 3/h per cent per
annum and the length of the loans vas not o exceed
R0 years.

On Feb. 1 vhen Sen, Moree introduced his amsudment
bhig remarks indicated the lins of argument he would
follow in seeking help for parochisl schools. He
ageerted that his amendment wmgs an extension of the
prineiple Congress applied to the Mational Defense
Education Act of 19580, pamely, that where grants are
made to public schools for improvements of their fac-
1lities, loans should be mmde to the private achoolps
for the same purposes, He declared thet the educa-
tional eystem of the United States muat be considered
ae & whole and strengthened as a whole. Since at
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least 15 par camt of the mation's alementary and sec- |
ondary school children are being educatad in privets
schools they deserve public bhelp, the Sammtor said.

Moree c¢ited previcus Congressional policies &p
precedanta that should be spplied in the sducationsl
fleld. Bpecifically he named the policies of landing
to privata, nonprofit instituticns in the Mill-Purton
hospital construction joogrum, the college housing
progrem, and the Maticpal Defenee Bducation Act, He
than danied that such policies violate ths doctrine )
of sepamation of church and state.

He furthermore used the economic argument that
since the private schoole are 1lifting & burdsn from
the taxpayers and sre rendering a public service by
Froviding sducstion, they should receive bensfits
from the public, He also used the "velfare” argument
and applied it to education. He said that "we need
10 recognizs that wherever little boys and girls are
gouing to school it ie in the interest of the Amsrican
taxpayer and in the interest of preserving the husan
regources of America that they get & decent educa-
tion.” FHe msserted that 'vhen the money goes to the
education of our boys snd girls, there is no conflict
with the traditional doctrine of sepmretion of church
and state.”

Later on Feb, 4 vhen 3en. Morse took his stand for
his program of Federal help for parochikl schools he
revetled that he and his sssistants had done exten-
slve research in the attempt to esteblish his posi-
tion. Although hia amendment ves dafeated, him argu-
ments made & significant lmpact and they will be
cited in future efforts. It ie well to reviev at
length his diacussion in order to understand the ap-
proech that ie being made to secure more public funds
for private religious institutions. FEven though
Morse 414 not succeed 1n getting his amendment poesed,
be did succeed in narrowing the margin of votes to s
difference of only 12, which could have been changed
easily by the presence of & fev mores Jenators when
the vote waa taken snd by & change of opinion of only
& fev. He alac succeeded in producing a document
that will have to be faced and vhose argumente will
have to be anewered by equally convincing arguments
if the traditional position of separation of church
and state 1s to be maintained,

Unity Of American Educational System

Sen. Morse went to great lengths to establish the
theory that priwte schools are an integral ymrt of
ths educational aystem of the United States and,
therefore, are antitled to public help. fe bemoaned
the fact theat educational bills do not conslder the
pesds of 7'a11" Amarican education. He then aought
to establish the principle of public help for private
achools because parents have the right to educate
their children in schoole of their own choice.

Citing the Oregon case of 1925, Plerce v. Soclety
of Sisters, in vhich the U. 3. Supreme Court found
campulsory public achool education to be "an invesion
of the liberty estabdliehed by the 1kth Amendment,”
Morse concluded that "since that time, traditionelly
and juridically, every private achool, attendance st
which satisfies compulsory education lawva of the
States, 1# an integrwl part of the American educs-
tiomal endeavor.”
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Another court cass used by Morms wes Coohvmn v,
Iouisiang State Bomxd of Mucstico in which the oourt
upbeld the right of louisiams to spand public funils
for taxthooks for mrivete school phildren. Cosment-
ing on thie decision, Moxree maid, "This tredition e
one vhich phould be presarved. We Imow thet the pub-
lic schools bave serious problems.,.But the privats
schools sre in serious finsncial styaits, too, and we
must 2ot forget thmt Dact vheo we dsal with proposed
lsgislation to raipe and improve sducation standards
in A-l'lﬂ."

Tho Seomtor dvelt st length on the comtribution
that private schools are making to American eduom-
ticn. Be posed the problem thet would be cremted "if
by somes vave of the hapd all the privets elemsntary
and secondary schools now in operetion couldie caused
to disappear, sc that all the youngsters attending
thas today were compmlled toc show up tomorrow morning
at the public schools t¢ ocntinue their education."
Ha sssertesd thet there are more than 5 million euch
puplle, that private schools provids more than
170,000 classrocms, and that they are eaving the tax-
payers $1,185 million a ywar by relieving the public
schools of 15 per cent of the educatiooal responsi-
bility of the nation.

Morse then asserted that, even though the Supreme
Court bad established the right of parenta to send
their children to schools of thelr choice, we are
forcing them to attend public echoolg if we provide
public echool facilities but neglact private schoole
that are wnabls to build encugh buildings and mmke
adaquate provisions. Thua, according to Morse, ve
wvould "require little boys and girls to go to a pub-
lic school becsuse O privete school facility 1s open
to them,"

Already Egtablished Comgressionsl Precedants

Contending that Congress has already #stablishad
affective precedents, Morse pareaded an impressive ar-
ray of 1llustrations to prove that public aid for
private anpd religious institutions is appromriats.
Pointing to the school lunch yrogram he said, "Not
only has the Department of Agriculture distributed
food to them, but it has slec administered a very
axail grant progrum {0 enahls schools to oonstruct
the kitchen and tafeteria space and facilities needed
to feed the children in privata schools as vell as
public schools.”

The copstitutionality of the college acusing pro-
£rap bag never been challsnged, Morse said., This
Prograa mAkes goverrment loana available for college
dormitories, for church schools sa wvell as for pub-
lic schools. "Apparently,” Morse Jibed, "i% is all
right to provide » place for tham to slesp, but not a
Place for them to learn."

The Mational Defense Educationr Act provides loans
to priwts achoola for science facilities and minor
remodeling. Morse pointad out that tha conatitution-
ality of this provision bas not been challenged.

The loan provision of the Hill-Burton Act came in
for lengthy dimcussion by Sen. Morse. In 1958 Con-
gresa provided that sectarian hospitals that refused
o accapt govermment grents could receive the same
funds as loans. Morse pointed out that “this change
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vas mande at the request priooipmlly of the Beptist
hospitale.”

"The Baptists took the poestion that they could mt
acospt great money,” Morse eomtinued. "Therefors, I
nov taks the Bembte through & wvary interesting bit of
history as to vhat mppened in the adwinistretion of
the Hill-Burton Act,.” Eg pointed out that severml
sebers of Congress, affiliated vith the Baptist ds-
pomination, reported that “grents for Baptiet boepi-
tals conflicted with their traditions, but that s loan
progrem would not.” He alec quoted st lamgth from
tastimony given by Dr. Jolm E, Buchensn, represeating
the Alabemm Baptiet hospitals, given before the House
Committes on Interstate and Foreign Commsros in 1958,
ip vhich Bucharan contended in favor of & loan pro-
gram. Morse then said:

"It is interesting to note herw that no Question
vas reised as to the constitutiommlity of extanding
or accepting a grant for hospital oconstruction on the
part of a chunch organimation.

"But thoee groupe which bad their own objections
to the grants, ceme before Congress ssidng for & loan
Progran g0 ad W remove their objection to accepting
grents,

"Ilat ma say, Mr. President, that peither hes any
Question of constitutiomelity wvith respect to the
loan progrem been yuiged in commection with hogpi-
tals., Now lat os get this premise of my argument
clearly undarstood. There is no differance as & mat-
ter of lav vhather wve lend monay for usa by hospitals
or lend it for use by schools....

"What Congress did in connection with the Hill-
Burton program for meeting the heamlth needs of the
Amsrican pecple nov needs to0 be done in regard to our
edumation needs.”

Court Rulings And The First Ameniment

Morse turned from vhat Congress has done for church
ochools and hospitals in Pederanl progymms of assist-
ance to the generml welfare, and digscussed wimt the
Supreme Court has said on the subjact, Be pointed
out that there are no Federa]l judicisl precedants on
the exmct points of Federal gruntg or losns, bdut he
used other capes to bolster his position.

In 1946 in the Everson v. Board of Blucation case
the Supreme Court ruled that “the grenting of ‘mid’
could not be construsd sc barrovly ss to cut off wel-
fare sarvices for children attending private schoals,
even 1f they are church-aff{lieted schools."

Morse refarred to the 1948 case of McCollum v. Board
of Education vhich ruled that released time classes
in public mchool buildings violated separetion of
church and state. He seid this case wms not pertinent
to tha propored loan program for priwvate schoola.

e cited the 1952 case of 2Zorach v. Clauson, an-
other releagsed time case, to illustrata that although
church and state must be sefmrats they must not be
hostile.

Morse them took up the history of the Firet Amend-
ment and pointed out that historically the point of
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the smandmant vas to Frohidit the estsblistmant of &
natioms) church, BEs then concluded that it vas the
duty of the Federe) govermsent to provide for the
gmars) velfare of the people, but that this did not
mean tiat 1t ves to be dome omly through fublic agen-
cles. His conclusion vap timt the loan proposs) for
pFrivate schools was not tc be construed as floancing
of religicus groupe but that it wvas t0 be a contribu-
tion toward the gemarsl welfure.

The Dilssma Of The loan Program

The Rosan Cetholic Church had m clsar cut position
on the Jroposal {or loans to perochial schools. The
yosition of the Catholic sducetors wvas that if any
fednral aid to education lsgislation was 10 be enacted
it must include loems t© parochial schools. If this
provision vere not included, thay vere to oppose the
whole bill, eveam if it meant the defeat of the whole
federal aid to eduation pxogram,

Other groups vere sgually positive oo the other
side. The legislative cammittee of the Unitarimn Fel-
lowship for Social Justice jmssed & forthright reso-
lution on tha Morse amendment. It is as follows:

"The Morse amendment to the school comstruction
bill violates the spirit of the Constitution bLecsuse
it would use the Goverrment's financial facilities to
aid religious schools at the level of compulsory
schocl mttendance. The Govermment hes never before
gone s0 far in the direction of aid to parochial
schools, and we believe that thid creates a dangerous
precedent. Loans can sesily lead to grants, snd poon
w8 taxpayers may be asked to pay a1l the expenses of
sectarisn schools.

"More than 90 per oent of the pupils stitending
such schools in America are in Catholic parochial
gschools. Since the Catholic bishops want full public
sufport for such schoola, mny move in that direction
ahould be resisted by cltizems who beliewve in the
American tradition of church-state separation.

"We also believe that this asendwsnt im dangerous
becmuse it may provide sn opening wedge for segregm-
tionists to obtain public monay for private, segre-
mted schoole in the South, If Southern states sahol-
1¢h their public school systems, they might secure
pome «FBderml loans for private achoole through this
amendment.
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"Coming &t thie mowent, thie raises & divisive
church-state issus and @ divigive rece issue. W
hope that you and your asgociatas vill be persunded
to withdrew 1t ip tha nams of civil rights end tha
separstion of church and state.”

Althaugh & complsts round-up has not been made, we
are mare of apposition to the Noree weendment by the
Matiomal Councdl of Churchee, the AFL-CIO, the Ameri-
can Jevigh Oongress, E'oDal B'rith, and Protestants
and Other Amsricans Uhited for Separation of Church
and State {P.0.A.U.).

Robert E. Van Deusen, Washington representative of
the Matiopml Litheren Council, writing about the pro-
posed smpndment for loans for parochiml schools said:

"This is not as claar-cut a violation of separe-
tion of church and state as outright grants to paro-
chisl schools would de. In fact, thes pattern of
losns to church-comected collages and hospiteals is
already widely accapted. Dut extending this to the
alemsentary school level say cause some re-thinking of
the whole principle of govarmment loans to chureh
groupa for capital investmant purposes.”

C. Bmnusl Carison, executive director of tha Bap-
tist, Joint Commmittee on Pudblic Affairs mays:

"This office viewvs the prospects of govermment
loans to elsmentary and secondary sectarian schools
np outright aid rather than norsal credit,”

Carlson continues, “loans to dormitory projects on
sectarian college campuses bave already blurred the
clear lines of the independemce of the churches and
their agencies. However, these are loans to eelf-
anortizing business projects and 4o not represent the
same dsgree of compromise of church-state relations
as 1s proposed by the Morse amendment.

"Bucational projects of many warieties ere planned
by sll churches as & vital part of their ministried.
The currently proposed govermment involvesant ty loans
is such as to be obviously a form of eid. Inter-
church rivalry and friction, coerced religicus parti-
cipation of the taxpayer, the wvealening of the ne-
tion's systam of public inetruction, and the develop-
ment of religious lobbies focused on advantages in
interest rates, etc., are some of ths umvoidable and
undesirable fruits of the propoeal.”
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