-

REPORT = CAPITAL

% RELIGIOUS LIBERTY * BAPTIST PRINCIPLES
% PUBLIC AFFAIRS

This monthly newaletter s publichad by the Baptist Jeint Comumittes an Fubiic Afein, 1428 Simteevwh Serewt,
N. W., Woshingson 9, D. C. Sullwtription price, $1.00 per yeor. C. Emanusl Corleon, anecutive director; W. Berry

Gerrett, ossstiste diractor,

~

» March 1960

REPORT OF THE SEMI-ANNMUAL MEETING OF THE BAPTIST JOLNT COMMITTEE OR FUBLIC AFFAIRS

Religious liberty issues throughout the nation and
the world continue with groving scuteness and in larg-
er mmbers, Clarity of Christian insight, sn under-
standing of the issues involved and high resolve to
live asccording to principle ruther than expediency
increseingly challenge the Christian community,

In order to be of assletance to tham in the ares
of church-state relations the Baptists of the United
States and Canada maintain the office of the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs in Weshington, D,C.
Each coopersting Convention or Conference appointe
its owD representatives on tha "joint" committee and
coptridutes financislly to its progrum. Thus the
BJCPA is a denominatiooal agency with its members
elected by the Baptist denowminstions, with its sup-
port coming from the denominetional funde, and with
its progrem es & projection of tha denominational
interest in religlous liberty,

The BJCPA meets twice annually to hear reporta
from ita etaff, to diecuss religious liberty issues,
to chart coursees of action for the staff, and to take
auch actiona as may be appropriste toward solutione
of problems and therojection of progreams. An exec-
utive committee of the BJCPA ie subject to call
between regular meetings of the entire committee.

Pedernl Ald To Bducation

One of the problems faced by the March, 1960, meet-
ing of the BJCPA wvas thet of religicua freedom and
public sild to parochial schools. (See the Jan,-Feb.
1960 issue of "Report From The Capital” for a full
discussion of this problem in the current Congrees.)

In his report to the BJCPA C. Dmanuesl Carleon, ex-
ecutive director, said, "The linking of sectarian ed-
ucational aids to every proposal for federal asaist-
ance w education was declared as policy by the 9chool
Superintendents' Departaent of the National Catholic
Educational Asaociation. As s specific example of
this broed policy, Senator Wayne Morwa presented hle
amendment, in line with the lobby efforte of the
tational Cathalic Bducational Aseociation leadership.”

in the courese of hias speech to the Senate (Con-
greesional Record, Feb. 4, 1960) Sen. Wayne Morse mmde
extensive use of the Baptist willingness to recefve
government loens for their hospitals es precedent for

e loan progrem tc parochial schools. Senator Morse
placed an interpretation on loans as government “sid”
and ‘welfere” services that heae been forwign to the
thinking of Baptiste in their willingness to negoti-
ate loaps at = fair rete of interest for their col-
leges and hospitals.

With a fresh swmreness of the importance of Bap-
tist policy on loans the Baptist Joint Committee om
Public Affeirs voted t0 recommend to the severul Bap-
tist conventions, their agencies and institutions,
"that they sxplore afresh all the implications in-
volved in the acceptance of loans from the government,”

Background For Restudy Of Ioana

In commenting on the above ection of the BJCPA Dy,
Carlson seys: ‘At the close of World War II the col-
leges faced the problem of glving an eduoation to a
beacklog of millions of young people who had been
sidetrmcked from their educetion for several yeara by
the wvar. The schools lacked the facilities needed.
Dormitory epace wee & tight bottle-neck.

“The government therefore arranged longer term
eredit than benks ordinarily give ao the colleges
could bulld dormitories. Thip bas continued in the
face of the rapidly rising desmnds on the schools.

“Moet Baptist schools sccepted thespe louna, mow-
ing that the income from the dormitories would pay up
the loans. As long as the intereet rate covered the
cost of the govermment's loen they felt that no dur-
den was placed on the taxpayer.

"This emergency precedent was next applied to the
building of hospitals, vhich aleo can amortize the
tndebtedness from their income. The same emphasis
was placed on interest rates =0 ae to assure that it
vae & bona fide credit relationship.

“Theee precedents are nov proyosed as setting e
new pattern by which government 'aid’ can be given to
asectarian institutions. In topey-turvy fashion the
nation is making new churchk-state policy without en
ndequate sense of direction or pattern.

“A ferm wvorksr vas asked to build a struight fence
acrose an open field. In setting each post he took
his direction by looking from behind the last post,
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"The time bas coms %0 regain our national and ds-
nomipational perspoctives. Bsargenviss are bare %o
stay 90 ve must live with thew on the besis of prin-
ciples. It 1s thig long-renge view, gained by meana
of & hard, careful loock, which is being requested by
the Baptist Joint Committos onm Public Affaire In
addressing Baptist institutions of all kinds."

Churches And Folitical Cempeigns

The report of the axecutive director to the BJCPA
discussed eome basic Baptist concepta in the area of
political participation. Dr. Carlson seid: “Church-
state reletions have had more discussion in view of
the 1960 political campmign than in any recent elec-
tion. Much of tha discuseion has been confused, some
of it has been unfortunate. Baptists bave probably
been a5 much involved ag anyone, perhaps wore. There
are seversl points that churches and Baptists in par-
ticular should be emphasizing, even though theee
btasics 40 not yleld eszy mnswers at the voting booth,

{1) "Our Baptist heritage permits no confusion on
the subject of religlous tests for public office or
for public employment, We, perhaps above &ll others,
have led the wvay to that insight in Bngland, in Amer-
ica, and elsevhere. Now there is danger that wve my
be bagy on this valid historic principle vhile our
own Premises are taken over and turned sgminst ue.

Is oot this the time for Baptists to take credilt and
advocate owxr own position?y

(2) 'While standing candidly for the elisination
of religious tests for public office, another empha-
sls should be made vhich clearly recognizes that re-
ligious thinking 18 not divorced from nor irrelevant
to politicel thinking. Public policies do follow
from genuine convictions as Baptists, as Quakere, as
Morwons, as Cathnlics. Mere membership in a church,
however, cannot be taken aa prima faclie evidence of
the peraon’e thinking. While climate hae its effects,
ve must not be gullty of judging by association, or
treating large groupe as though there were no 4iffer-
ences within that group. Here is an important besic
insight wvhich people need.

. (3) "The survival of democracy during the next
couple of decadee may well hinge upon the degree of
civic involvement on the part of the American people,
not least of Protestants. The favorite political de-
vices of oppresaion include & one party eystem, poli-
tical involvement by a minority only, and the use of
fear, suspicion, and mob peychology by the use of
half-truths or unannlyzed cliches.

“If there is wholeness in the Christian 1ife then
political influence becomes part of one's witness. A
worthy witnese requires intellectusl maturity, scope
of information, knowledge of sociel skills and pro-
cesses, and apiritunl comnitment and courage, Cleri-
calism does not thrive in thie kind of soil.™

Candidates And Church-Steate Sepmration

Reaffirming feith in the principle that no reli-
gious tests should be required for pudlic office or
publie trust, the BJTPRA called on ite People to as-
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certain from all candidates their position om charoh.
state relations.

Specifically, the BJUPA voted to urge the social
action sgencies of our Baptist ccovemtions, &» well
a8 the men's groups, women's groups, youth groups and
sny other Baptist organizations that have occasion to
deal with thege civic issuss, to sncourege the
to involve themselves in conversation end inguiry
wvith all candidates for public office so as %0 obtain
fron thepe candidates for public offiosat all lmh,;
state and national, & clarification of thaiy position
and viewvs on ths issuss perteining to the separation
of church and state; and to seek to dawvelop clarity
on tha ispsues involved.

Christions And Political Farticipation

The basic and minimus political participstion om
the part of all citizens is the exercies of the right
to vote. Discussing thig matter with the BJCRR Dr,
Carlson said: "I am sure that none of us desire to
put churches or ministers into politics, or to tsll
people how to vote, or to vote our religious preju-
dices. But it would be wondsrful if our people would
vote, and participate in the democcratic processes
vhich select candidates and Formulate policies.”

Carlson continued: "It would elsoc be desirsble if
our people would keep their Christian motives intact
vhen they go 1ntc thepe activities, mand 1f they would
inform themselves well enough to exercise independent
Judgmente vhich rise above fumily or regiomal tredi-
tions. In these aresas lies much of the poeitive da-
fense of fyeedom, Thie¢ is how ve avoid or bring on
the threate to freedom which are the customary start-
ing pointe for our defense of religious liberty."

Following & report on the voting record of the na.
tion in imuediate past electiona the BIJTPA expreesed
its concern about the fact that such a small percent.
age of the national electorate are voting. The Com-
mittee voted to "commend the several Baptist egencims
or boards vhose responeibility it may be, for their
activitiea along the lines of Chrietian citivenship,
and that ve urge enlarged efforte in this field.”

{(Mte: A statietical tabulstion of the woting
record of the states in the 1956 and 1958 elections
appears on the back page of this ‘Report.” The sourme
for the figures from which the percentages were come
puted is the "Statistical Abstract of the United
States, 1959 published by the Buresau of the Cemsus,
Department of Commeyce., A study of this report will
reveal that the nationa) voting average in 1956, a
presidential election year, was only 60.7 per cent,
and in 1958 it was even lower with only 43,8 per ceat
of’the edult population 21 years of age and older
Participating in the electibne. Population figures
for Ga. and Ky. include thoee 18 years and older.)

United Mations And Religious Liberty

The world iseuss committee of the BJUCPA took a
look at the work of the United Mations in the field
of religious liberty. Mr. Arcot Krishmaewemi of
India, in behalf of the Subcommiesion on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, over
a period of two yeara has assembled factual data fra
86 countries and has proposed a code of rules to gd
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governments in thelr efforts to sredicets dlserimine-
tion of "thought, comscience and religion.”

As the BJTER looked st the proposed code it was
encouraged by the interest of the United Mations in
this fleld, but it aleo felt that the oode needad
continued study and refinament before it is official.
ly approved. The action of the BJCPA is as followa:

“Ne axpress approval of the involvement of the
United Mations in the prodlem of religious liberty
and encournge further investigation, pudblieity and
discussion. We recommend that the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee on Publie Affairs call the attention of inter-
ested denominational egencies, collages and seminar-
ies, requesting tham to use the meens st their Ais-
posa) to encoursge continued work f{n this area by the
United Mations mnd tovard such refinements in the
statements ns Baptist insighte might call for."

The Proposed Code On Religious liberty

The Nev York Times (January 9, 1960) summarized
the sixteen proposed rules on religious liberty by
the United Rations ae follows:

1. "Everyona should be free to adhere, or not to
sdhere, to 8 religion or belief, in accordance with
the dlctates of his conscience. Parents should have
a prior right to decide upon their child‘'s religion.
In the case of children torn from their families, the
decision should be made in accordance with the inter-
ests of the child, dus attention baing paid to the
sxpresged or presumed wish of the parents.

2. "Everyone should be free to comply with prac-
tices prescribed or authorired by his religion or be-
lief, and free from performing acte incompatible with
his religion or bslief.

3. "There should be freedom of worahip, elther
alone or in comunity with others, in‘public or pri-
vate. Equal protection sbould be accorded to all
forme, places and objects of worship.

4, "Freedom of pllgrims to journey to sacred plec-
es ap scts of devotlon, whether inside or outside
their country, should Le assured.

5. "Persons should not be prevented frum acquiring
or producing articlees of ritual, Where the govern-
ment controls the means of production and distribu-
tion, 1t should make them avgllable.

€. "The observance of the religion or belief of B
deceased person should be followed in the disposal of
the dead, the display of religious symbels and the
performance of funersl or commemorative pervices.

All should be protected from desecration.

7. "The observance of each religion or belief re-
lating to holidays and days of rest should be taken
into account, subject to the overriding consideration
of the interests of goclety aa s whole,

8. "No one should be prevented from observing the
dietary practices preecribed dy his religion. Yhere
the government controle the means of production, ob-
Jecte necessary for such observances should be made
available.

Puge 3

9. "% cne should be prevented fyom mmrrying in
socordance with his religios or ba campelled to \ndar-
£0 & cermmony not in conformity wvith his religion.
The right to a divorce should not be dsnied to snyone
vhose convictions admit divores, solely on the ground
that he professes & particular religion or belief,

10, "There should be freedom to Aigseminate s Teli-
gion or belief, mrovided it does pot impmir the
rights of other religions or beliefs.

11, "o group should be prevanted fram training
the personnel required for the performance of prec-
tices prescrived by their religion. Whem such tyein-
ing 1s available only outside the sountry, no peyma-
nent limitations should be placed upon truvel.

12. "Fo one should be compelled to take an cath
contrary to the prescriptions of hias religion or
bellief,

13. “Where the principle of consolentious objestion
to military service 1s recognised, exesptions ehould
be granted to genuine objectors in & manner insuring
that no adverse distinction btased on religion or
bellef emy result,

1L, "Vhere exemptions from participation im publie
ceremonies are granted on religious grounds, such ex-
ezptions should be grented in guch A manner that no
sdverse distinction besed uporn religion or belief may
result.

15, "Mo cleric who receives inforemtion in confi.
dence, in accordance with his religion, should be com-
pelled by public suthorities to divulge such informa-
tion,

16. "Public suthorities should refyuin from making
any sdverse diestinction againet or giving undue pref-
erence to individusle or groups with regard to the
right of freedom of thought, conscience and religion;
and should prevent individusls from making such dis.

tinctions or giving such preferences. These duties
should be backed up with legal provisions and penal
sanctions. The public should be educated to accept
the principle of non-discriminetion, Freedom to
maintain or change religion must be insured and free-
dom to manifest that belief must be insured as videly
as poseible. In case of conflict between the re-
quirements of two or more religions, a solution should
be found offering the greatest measure of freedom to
soclety as & vhole. Jo adverse dietinctions or pre-
ferencee should be made to religions in the granting
of subsidies or exemptions from taxation."

While the BJCPA wvas highly pleased with the pro-
greeas of the UN study, the summary yeports point to
the need of continued work. For inatanee, the lan-
guage of Rule 1 could give the parents the prior right
to choose religious treining, not the religion, of
the child, Under Rule 2, the necessary limifs to
freedom of religicus behavior need scrutiny lest
thase be used %0 make the rule meaningless. Under
Rule 3, freedom and protection of places af worehip
may not involve freedom to publicize, Tor Baptists
the means of instruction and edification, e.g.,
Bibles, are more important than articlea of rituasl
(Rule S). Thesa points merely illustrate the careful
study vhich this project marits.




STATISTICAL REPURT ON THE VOTING REOCRD OF THE STATES IN THE 19% AMD 1958 FIECTIONS

Civilian Fop.

Civilian Fop.

2 & over-1956 Votes Cast 1955 Fercentage 21 & over-1958 Votes Cmst 19%:
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. 1019
Calir. 8h12
Colo. 953
Conn. 1458
Del. 24
Fla. 2327
Ca. 2202
Idaho 353
. 6082
Ind. 2729
Iova 16566
Kan. 1280
Ky. 1858
1a, 1659
Maine 5hs5
M, 170C
Mags. 3me
Mich. 4593
Minn, 1977
Miss, 123
Mo, T
Mont. 375
Ned, 876
Rev. 150
. K. 355
J. 3546
. M, Log

Y. 10832 .
K. C. 2447
N, D, 379
Ohio STOU
Okla 1342
Ore 1075
Pa TOLS
R.' I, 520
S, C. 1222
S, D, bot
Tenn. 20k2
Texas 235
Utah k39
vi. 223
Va. 2043
Wash. 161
W, Va 1147
Wip,. 2328
yo 180
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