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Garrett, smiciate divacier,

During the debate in the Senate On Pederal sid
10 education sarlier this yesar an smendment was pro-
Possd to extend goverrment loans to paroechial echools
on the ground that such would be "aid" to thess in-
stitutions, This was & different approach to the
loan principle which had been applied to college
bousing and eimilar projects, Hsre vas an exaaple
of mking loans svailable as & definite govermment
aid 0 private, religious education. Since then it
has been proposed in Congress that goveriment loans
be made available for the total building and equip-
ment prograa of colleges. Heretofors such bas been
restricted to self-liquidsting housing projects.

Tals nev approach to the loan principles on Cap-
110l Bil) Das demanded that the dsnomimations that
Previously have deen favorabls to govermment loans
take & new look at the subject t© see 1f there is a
viclation of religious liberty and separation of
cburch and state. The Baptist Joint Committee on
Pubiic Affairs bme taken note of this problem and is
calling on ite constituency to follow through on such
s study. The following commmication vas sent to
Baptist Conventions, agencies and institutions and is
here printed o indicate wvbat 1s involved in the
problen,

The Churches and Qovernment Credit

"We recommend to the severw) Baptist conventions
and their agencies and institutions that they explore
8l) the implications imvolved in the acceptance of
loans from the goverrment."

Juech 1s the phrmseclogy of & motion passed by
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs st 1its
recent spring meeting. The yeslisation of the full
importance of this motion will cell for a deliberate

analysls of principlee and policies in & number of
situations.

The Search for Principle

Church-state policies in the United States dur-
ing recent years have been made progressively by mov-
ing from ope crisis to apother, setting important
precedents in each step. This bas deso & norml re-
ault of & national climete of erises in vhich the
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courta omn hardly be expected to hold btack the na-
tionsl mind.

The extansion of govermmsnt insured loaps for
the srection of college dormitories and faculty hous-
ing vae based on the Federwl Bousing Adminietretion
frincipls of reducing interest by reducing the risk
involved. Previcusly applied to priwete housing,
this principle was next applied to collages, public
and privats, then to hospitals, and bee deen serious-
ly conmidered in Congress for duilding classroome end
other facilities for church schools at all levele of
education. In this form it 1»s now advocated ne &
form of govermment "aid.”

Many church leaders bave becoms ooncerned lest
churches and their institutions move by expedience
into prectices vhich compromise the free conscience
of the taxpayer or the freedom of the churches,

The Search for Coneistency

Some religious fellowships think of their denom-
ipation as "the Church,” and eccordingly include ell
of the inetitutions in that concept., As Baptists we
bave had & variety of ewplmses, and have often deen
unclear whether the bospitals and the schoole are re-
ally "church."

When wve gseek to aPply our insighte regarding
separstion of church and state it becomse necessary
to elarify both the meaning of "separetion” and of
"church,” so as to decide vimt relationshipe are ac-
ceptable for vhich inatitutions. TFor instance, wben
legislation was sttempted (Morse amendment) in favor
of loane to elementary apd secondary parochial
schoole several church bodies felt compelled to op-
pose that proposal even though thay vere perplexed a-
bout the precedents of thely own inatitutions in
higher education.

The difficulty of finding clear principles ia
further complicated by the fuct that schools and hos-
Pitale in the United States muy hold a 4ifferent re-
lationship t¢ the proclemmtion of the gospel from
vhet echools and hospitale 4o, for instance, on for-
elgn mission fields. It might be possidble for denom-
inationally ovned and operated institutions in the
United States to be more directly related to Amarican
educationsl and welfure objJectivea than they are to
the distinctives of Chrigtian faith and life.
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The Search for Conbensus
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The Paptist Joint Committee om Fublic Affuirs
bas neither the inclipation nor the awthority to mmke
policy for any Baptist body or institution, and the
Joint Committes ban not fesusd any official position
or any condemnation of institutiooal practices in the
matter of govermment losna. Besic to Baptiet polity
is consensus. Thie requires deliberwtion, prayer,
study, consultetion, conference, and &ll the other
devices which the Holy Spirit honors for the guid-
ance of hie children and hie churches. This is @
price ve pay for cur dsmocreacy, but the probléms are
vorth the price.

in the last analywnis we must find snswera vhich
t0 us are "Christian answers,” and are not merely
American legml precedent Dor even social expedience.
Our commitment to freedom is & matter of "right"
which 1s yootet in God's plans and purposes, This
has been the strength of our movement.

In our office is a request from one of our Bap-
tist semipary presidents for counsel and assistance
on this very question. Also thare is & request fruom
a lutheran leader asking for materisls and ideas as
they move into & study of government loans. We con

sxpect that es churchep and institutions move toverd
clarity on this problem of conscience Baptists will

seek consensus emong the several fellowships, in the
various states, and in the numerous different kindse

of institutions,

Scmeone bas sald that you are not really con-
fused unless you have all the facts. This seems to
be true in regard to the "religiocus iesue” involved
in & Catholic cmndidate for the Fyeeidency. The more

*s person hears about this problem the more complex it
becomen .

Another person osald, "Don‘'t tell me any more tn-
t1) after the election., I don't vant to be confused
by the facts. I would rether vote my prejudices.”

Whether we 1like 1t or not religion is an igsue
in the current presidential csmpmign. Regardless of
baw-it got there the religious issue is being dis-
cuseed far and wide, In too many instances more heat
than light i{s being generated. The meture of the
Prodlem and the gravity of the situation demands that
we take & calm and objective look st vhat 1e in-
volved.

Wide Bange of Opinion

Worde like "bigot" and “"hypocrite” are frequent-
ly used as vague terms of abuse. The dictionary saye
a bigot 1s "one who ie obstinately or intolerantly
devoted to his owm church, party, belief or opinion.”
Hypocyrisy is the "ach or prmctice of feigning to be
vhat one 19 not, or to feel what one does not feel,”
Ag such these vords do have meaning for both politi-
cal and religious leaders.

There are those who are 8o blinded by their
partisan interests, fears, prejudices and precon-
celved notions that it is impossible for them to dls~
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cuss objectively proper 6ttitules towvard & candidete
of the opposite party or of another religious faith,
They believe every nuor, Are gullibls to svery anti.
Catholic tale, and euffer & mental block vhanever the
wopd "Catholic" $e mentioned. They refuse to take a
calm and eollected look at the resl Sesuse.

At the other extreme 1s the politioal opportum-
ist who declares that a parson‘'s religion is irrels-
vant to his public life and wvho debunks all those who
vant to face up %0 the problem of & Roman Oatholie
office boldar. At the same time ha is vorking the
religious issus for all it is vorth apd is figuring
hov and vhare he cin get the votes of ocertain reli-
glous blocs,

In between are those who want the truth dut are
bhardly eble to decide vhich of the two extremss above
to follow. There are those vho vant to veigh each
candidate acoording to his owvn merits vithout regard
to his religious heritage. There are thoss vho eay
they place intellectusl, politicel or adwinistrative
fitness for office above all other consideratiouns.
Others insist that they have a right to taks & candi.
dste’'s religion into consideration in deciding for
vhom they shall vote. All agree that integrity is
eseentisl for any public office bolder.

Viewpoints of the Foliticlans

fven mong the candidates for the Presidency
there 18 & wide variety of vievpoints exgressed om
the religious issue, and, strangas to Protestant ears,
it ia the Roman Catholic candidate who bolds to the
most acceptable position.

Adlel Stevenson, s Unitarian and s Presbyterian,
flippantly remarks that it does not make any differ.
ence vhere & person prays and that a person’s reli-
glon i@ "irrelevant” to pudblic policy, The plsce
vhere a person prays ie pot the religious issue and
if » person's religion is not relevant to his pudblic
life as well &8s his private 1life his religion is not
wvorth much, We would be the last to say that & per-
son's Teligion oy lack of religion is irrelevant to
public policy.

Hubert Humphrey, s Congregationaliet, pleeds
that the religious issue not be discussed becsuse it
will divide the country. Thie is & strangs attitude
for & politicien to take. Any "1esue” has the poesi-
bility of Aividing the country if it is a real 1iseue
and 1if 1t is adequately and competently discuseed.

In e democrucy every issue sbould be discussed openly
and videly until the public can make an intelligent
choice.

Yice President Mixon, & Quaker, has said thet 1t
is hayd for him to see that religion could be an
issue in & political campaign, unless & candidate has
oo religion, This implies denial of one of the basic
principles imbeddsd in the American constitution that
says "no religious test shall ever be required as &
Quelification to any office or public trust under the
United States.” It aleo implies irrelevance of spe-
cific religious convictions.

Jobhn F. Kennedy, & Roman Catholic, has been
forthright in answering religious questions and 1n
facing the religious issue, He says that there are
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legitimste quastions of public policy of concern to
religious proups which no one should feel Digoted a-
bout reising, and which he 4ces ot object to mn-
svering. Bpecifioally he mentioned fedsrel wseist-
ance to ymroehial schools, an msbassador to the
Yaticap, birth contrel, cansorship, divorcs and re-
1ations with Spsin,

Mr. Kennedy himself has stated the religicus
issus B9 Clsarly as anyons slse. HNe says: "Thare is
only one legitimate question underlying all the rest:
Would you, as President of the Uritad States, be re-
sponsive in any way to scclseiaptionl pressures or
obligsticns of any kind that might in any fashion in-
fluence or ioterfers with your copduct of that office
in the national Snterest?” Be almo correctly insists
that be should pot be the only camdidate to be asked
questions about the relation of his religion to pub.
1ic policy. He insists that all candigstes should
anever such qQueptions.

Why Is There a Religious Issue?

In viev of the fact that Mr. Kennedy has repeat-
edly apserted his devotion to the principle of sepa-
ration of church and state, his opposition to un Am-
bassador to the Vatiocan, his objectiom to Faderal aid
to parochial schools, his declaretion that no one in
the Roman Catholic Church speaka for him, wvhy is the
religious issue contlnued in conneaction with his can-
didacy for the Presidency?

There are probably three most significant an-
svers to this qQuestion: (1) the nature of the Cmtho-
lic faith; (2) certain activities on the part of Mr.
Kennedy himself; and (3) the political maneuvering
of all the politiciana.

The Mature of the OCatholic Fmith

First, the Roman Catholic Church js hierarchical
in structure, suthoritarian in nature, and lays down
rules and regulations for its pecple in a mAnner un-
mown to the Proteatant and Jewish faiths,

The rules of the Catholic church apply tc &
Catholie in public life. When exceptions to the
rules mAy be deairable, the Uatholic public official
must secure the permission of his Bishop before he
can bave scclesimetical approval. This is bardly &
position for a President of the United States to be
in, especislly in view of the fact that hia supreme
authority is the people of the nmation.

According to articles in Catholic publications
the one distinguiphing mark of a Roman Catholic is
his devotion to the Fope mp Christ's representative
on earth, This creates a special problem vhen 1t is
understood that the Fope claims temporal ae well as
8piritual authority over all of hia eubjects.

0f course, there ere rebellicus subjects, sub-
Jects of the Fope who refuse to bow t© his every
dictate., It cannot be said that the Fope exsrcises
control over every Roman Catholic, But 1¢ can be
snid that if a person 1s & true Catholic and if he
practices his religion consistently all the way, he
must be subject to the final anthority of the Fope.
This of course, pute an American Catholic in a
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dilemmn. Likswise, it puta the Ammrican voter in a
dilemmms .

Inconsistency Between Word end Deed

Second, s oomgerison of tha actions and pro-
aounocesents of the Catholic omndidata rwveals that he
is pot sltogether consimtent. Mr. Ksnnedy wehemsntly
pruocilaima, "1 do not speak for the Catholic church on
iasues of public policy -- and nc one in that church
speaks for me.," His vots agninst Fedaral aid %o pa-
rochial echocols and his opposition to en Asbassador
to the Vatican seem to support his position.

Bowever, he admittad Defore tha Matiomal Press
Club that the report by Dr. Danlel A, Foling of the
Christian Hermld was true, although bhe eald the in-
terpretation of the event was vrong, FKennady bad
been invited in 1950 to participate in the celebrw-
tion of ths successful fimd raising campaisgn for the
Chapel of tha Four Chaplaina. Ue had scoepted, But
later due to the intarference of his ecclesisstiom]
auperiors be declined on the ground that ag a Gatho-
lic he could not perticipate.

Agnin, at the ammusl meeting of the American
Soclety of Newspaper Blitors he acoused the press of
being the active agent in the intansity of the "relil-
glous issus” in the current oampaign and he Asdunked
the ides of religious voting blocs.

Indications are that the Kennedy campmign forces
are making capital of the religious imsus for the
benefit of their candidata, and Kemnedy himpelf
sought in 195 to make political hay out of the fact
that be is a Roman Catholic,

It 1s reliably reported by more than one news-
peper columnist that at the 1956 Democratic Conven-
tion his staff prepared and ciroculated vith his con-
sent a 3,000 wvord memorandum vhich purported to show
not only that there was s "Catholic vote," but vhere
it vas looated, how it could be organized and why it
would be decisive in winning the slection for the
Desocratic party.

This wvaa written under %<he direction of Ted
Sorensen, vho was and still is Senator Kennedy's
chief executive officer, and circulsted by hia
friend, John Palley, Comtmecticut Democratic State
Chairman. The memorendum showed how atrongly the
Catholic candidates had run in Catholic dietrictes and
econcluded :

“The above indicates thet a Catholic Vice-Presi-
dential candidate could.,.begin s new era of Demn-
cratic victories....If he brought into tha Democratic
fold only those normmlly Democratic Catholice who
voted for Tke (in 1952), he would probably swing New
York, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Comnecticut, Penn-
sylvania and Illinodis - for 132 elactorm] Wu‘a.

"If he also wina the votes of Catholics who
shifted to the Republicans in 1948 or earlier, he
could mlmso swing New Jersey, Minnesota, Michipgan,
Californie, Wisconain, Chio, Maryland, Montana and
maybe even Nev Hampahire - for a total of 265 elec-
toral votes (needed to win: 266). Thue Ike could
and would be defeated.”
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It 1s hard to undarstand how & Perscm vho has
attempted such use of his Catholic connections cculd
hurl charges of bigotry, or mccuse'the Dress, or deny
the existence of Cathalic bloec wvoting, or debunk the
religious igsue in the campaign.

14
Foliticians Flay the Geme

A third agswer to the question ms to why tha
religious issue is so intenss in the current cam-
paign 1s the political cansuvering of all of the
politicians., While they publicly denocunce the rell-
gious issue and glidly slide over the yeal issue in-
volved and seek to be generous and liberal on this
question, they are at the sans time working day and
pight trying to figure bow they can capture the Cath-
olic vote mnd at the smre tims not aliemate the Proi-
eatant vote, if there is such., In any event all of
thea count the number of votes involved om elther
aide of the fence and they will willingly sacrifice
the lesser of the two, if they think they can vin the
other, At the smne tims they play the religious
issus to their sdvantege and to their opponent's
disadvantage whenever and wherever they can.

Bagic Facte Tv Remember

As & voter conpiders the implicationa of the
religious 1ssue in American politics there are
certain basic facis that ebould be taken into con-

sideration.

1. The constitutional guarantee against reli-
glous tests for public office 1.0 e valid principle
and 2l)l persons should insiet on its application.

2. A person's religion ls relevant to mmny pub-
l1ic issues and it ip therefore o valid point of con-
sideretion on the part of the voters, Pertinent
Questions should be asked of al)l candidates rather
than selecting only one falth to examine.

C 3. Political expediency may determine the course
of action oot only of a Catholic politician dut aleo
of a Protestsnt. A Catholic reeponsibls to a Prot-
estant balance of power may ignore the principles of
his faith and follow established American pubdlic pol-
icy, Likewise a Protestant elected by » Catholic
balance of pover may abandon some of his treditional
viewpoint in order 4o Dlease his Catholic constit-
uency.
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The voter faces & difficult task in ferreting
out facte from mwjudices in theee matters, dut he
has & responsidbility to do so.

Paly Cempuign Prectices

The Fair Campmign Prectices Comuittee hme deen
deenly concerned for more than & year with the
dangers involved in the injection of religlous imsues
into the 1960 ampaign. With the cooperation and
co-sponsorship of the Matiomsl Conference of Chris-
tians and Jews it receatly brought together & dis-
tinguished group of religious leaders of all faithe
for & two day discusaion on & fall, frank and friend.
1y btesis.

On the basis of this discussiop the Commdttee
feels that it can lay down some simpile Principles
vhich 1t hopes will commend themselves to American
voters.

1. It is proper and desiresble that every pudb-
1lic afficial should sttempt to govern his conduct by
a persopal conscience informed by his religious
feaith,

2. T candidate for public office ehould be op-
posed or supported decause of his particulsr relf.
glous affiliation. A campmign for & publie office is
not an opportunity to vote for one religion againat
another.

3. A oandidate should be Jjudged by hie qualifi-
cations for the office he seeks, and by his position
on lssues relevant to that office, Ee may properly
be questioned about euch jssues and about the bear-
ing of his religious feith snd conecience on them.

A candidate's religion s relevant to s voter's de-
¢ision, but only s0 far as it bears on such relevant
political iasues.

L. Stirring up, fostering, or tolerating
religious animoeity, or injecting elements of a
candidata's faith not relewnt to the duties of
the office ha seeks are unfair campaign prec-
tices.

S. Intelligent, honest, and temperate public
discussion of the relation of religious faith to the
public iseuss will, es it has already done, raiee the
vimle level of the cammign.
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