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SOUTEERN BAPTIST CONVENTION FACES RELIGIOUS
TIBERTT_MOBLEGE, INPLIEWIS WORE OF BCH

The Southern Baptist Convention in its anpual
seeting, May 17-20, at Mimmi Bemch., Fla., took aig-
nificant etepa for the implemsntation of the work of
the Baptist Joint Committee op Public Affwires. This
vae d0one by two sctions: (1) commendation of the work
of the Committes, and (2) substmantial increase in fi-
oancisl sssistance for 1961 to provide for an expmn-
eion ¢of its program.

Resolution Approved

The Resolutions Coomittee of the Southern Bap-
tiet Convention hrought in & resclutioon thet commend-
ed the work of the Baptiat Joint Committee on Public
Affairs and its executive director, C. Emanuel
Carlson. It alac commended Protestants and Other
Americane United for Sepmration of Church and State
as a legal action agency. Tha complete text of the
resolution is se follows:

"Wheresas carrent national and world events have
brought into sharp focus the wisdom of pecognising
and reaffirming the American principle of separetion
of Church and Stata,

“Therefore be it resclved that thls convention
g0 on record as commending each organization working
in this arem of emphasiring our blood-bought heritage
of religious freedom and its corollary, the separe-
tion of Church end State:

“1. We commend ouwr ovn Committee on Public Af-
fairs under the direction of C. Emmnuel Carlson for
its eignificant service in this field.

“2. We commend Protestants and Other Americans
United under the direction of Glenn L. Archer for
their great and valumble service to the nation and %o
the vorld, which supplements by legml actlon our awn
Committee on Public Affairs.”

Incremeed Allocation to BJCPA

In effect endorsing s propoeed expansion of the
vork of the Baptiet Joint Committee on Public Af-
faira, the SBC slmost doubled its mllocation to the
Committee for 196). For the current year the JBC
Cooperative Progrem provides the BJCPA with $33,000,
but in 1961 the amount will be $50,000.

June 1960

The 1960 budget of the BJCPA 1s $47,000, but re-
ports from the othar coopsrating Comvemtions will
bave to be received befors the total for 1961 can be
known. It is snticipsted, however, that next year's
budget will be in excess of $75,000.

A four-fold progrem dascribes the current work
of the BJCPR -- informstion, study, public relatione,
and coordination. It was to expand the total BJCPA
progrum and especially to implemsnt the "coordination
program” that the budget for 1961 was incressed.

In dsscribing the "coordination progras” to the
Southern Baptist Convention the BJCPR said: "A more
sffective stevardship of the Baptist influence seems
to avait pome coordimation of the influence held at
stata convention laevels. Approximately 38 etate con-
ventiona and city miseion organisations nov have com-
mittees carrying some responsibilities in these mat-
ters. While the plans for 1961 are designed to give
more strength to all four programa, the major effort
1e aimed at ‘coordimstion.’

“The outlines of thie program are now on the
draving board and include:

*1, Encouraging state organigation and joint
interests et ptate level;

*2. Consulting with and sseisting agencies or
state committees depiring assistance;

“3, Working out concerted emphases and/or clear-
inghouse facilities;

“Y. YIssuing guidee and manuals es needed;

"5, Preparing substantive materials needed for
concerted emphagea; and

"6. Participating in Baptist religioue liberty
conferences sponsored by other groups.”

Resolution on Chrietian Citizenship

The Southern Baptist Convention took cognlzance
of the current discusaions on the “religious issue”
in politics and approved & resclution that reaffirmed
the Baptiet position on religioue liberty mnd that
urged individusl Baptiste to participate in the full
democretic process. The complete text of the reso-
lution 1s as followe:
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"1l. We bhereby reaffirs owr faith in the historic
principls of the separation of Churth apd Stata as
expressed in the Bill of Rights apd the comstitution-
umnmmtn-nnmrmlmmlhnmtbt
w» test of his gqualification for public qffice.

"2, We reaffirmm our conviction that & man must
be {ree to choose his own chureh and that his person-
al religious faith shall not be & test of his Qquali-
fiomtion for public office. Yet, vhen a public offi-
cial is inesceapably bound by the doges mnd desmnds of
bis church hs -cannot consistently ssparsts himself
from thess. This i5 especially true vhen that church
mintains & position in open conflict with our estab-
lished and constituted Amarican pattern of life as
specifically related to religious liberty, separation
of church and state, the freedom of conscience in
matters relsated to marriage apd the family, the per-
petuation of free public schools and the prohibition
against use of public monies for sectarian purposes.

"3. Therefore, the implications of a candidate's
affiliations, including his church, are of concern to
the voters in every elesction. In all cases & public
official should be free from sectarian pressures that
be mmy mmke independent decisions consistent with the
rights and privileges of all citisene.

"4, We remind evaery member of every church of
his ocbligation to prey for public officimls, to par-
ticipata in the full democratic process, including
voting, and to seek divine lesdership in the melec-
tion of those men who guide the destiny of our land
in such & time as thip.”

VATICAN PRONOURCEMENTS 'S STATEMENTS
“F‘%m 1N DITEWA O GIOUS 1

Does the Roman Catholic hierarchy really want
one of ites favorite sons {n the White House at the
present tiie? Is Kennedy & rebel Catholic who is 'un-
villing to follow the line of the hierarchy? Is
there & real conflict between the hierarchy and Mr.
Xennedy?! Or is Mr. Kemmedy an asbitious candidate
who aspires t0 the Fresidency and vho knovs the kind
of policy positions and talk that are required to get
there?

Closely related to these questions ia the fmct
that the "religlous issue” in politics is & real
igsue.” The Pair Campaign Prectices Committee has
said that "it is proper and desireble that every pub-
lie official should pttezpt to govern his condact by
A persomal consclence informed by his religious
faith.”

The Committee furthermore says, “A Candidate
sbhould be Judged by his qualifications for the office
he sesks, and by bis position on iseues relsvant to
that office. He may properly be Questioned about
such issues mnd about the bearing of his religioun
faith and conscience on them. A candidate’s religion
is relavant to & voter's decision, but only eo far as
it bears oo such relewant political issues.”

Iate last year the American Roman Catholic
bishope issusd a proncuncemsnt onm birth control and
foreign policy that hed the lmmsdiste effect of put-
ting Mr. Xennady "on the spot” concerning the rela-
tion of his faith to public policy.

Report From The Capital

Tvice this ysar the Vatioan newspaper,
"L‘Oaservatore Romunc,” tms issusd editorisl state-
wents making cleer the suthority that the Foman Cath.
olic Church peeks Over its membarship. Although the
wditorials vere specifically addressed to the Italian
politicel situstion, it vas made clear by Vatioan
sources that the principlas applied in Amerios or
anyvhere elee in the world.

TIME magegine quotes significant sections of a
Vatiosn editorial: "The Church bas full powers of
true jurisdiction over ell the faithful and hance has
the duty and the right to guide, direct and correct
thew on the plane of ideas und the plane of actiom,,,
The Church has the duty and the right to intervene
even in (the politicall field to enlighten end help
consciences...A Catholic can never prescind (a1c-
tionary meaning: to detach for purposes of thought}
the teschings and directives of the Church. 1In every
sector of his sctivitiss he muet inspire his private
and public conmduct by the lave, orientstion snd in-
atructions of the hierarchy.”

When confronted with the Vatioan editorisl. Mr.
Kennedy's press secretary said that the Jenstor twmd
repeatedly stated his support of the article of the
U. 8. Constitutfion providing for separstion of church
and state. "'He has said that this support is not
subject to change under any conditione,” the state-
ment sald.

It wvaa also reported during the West Virginia
primary that Kennedy told the people that any pudlic
official vho takes orders from the Vatican stould be
impeached .,

On the other hand, in campaign literature used
in the Maryland primary, s state with a large Catho-
lic population, Mr, Kennedy listed his many swarde
which included the Brotherhood Award of the Rational
Conference of Christisns and Jews,; the 1956 Christa-
pher Book Award, Cardinpal Spellman Awvard in 1956,
Cardinal Gibtbons Award, Patriotism Award as "States-
man of the Year” in 1957 by Motre Dame, Erie Society
Gold Medal in 1957 as the outatanding Irish Catholie
in America, and the "Man of the Year' Avard from the
Sons of Italy, Boston 1958.

Just how does all this stack up® It would ap-
pedx that we have the most widely acclaimed Roman
Catholic layman in America %alking back to the Ameri-
can bishops end making public stetementz which are th
apparent conflict with the Vetican apinions. In 1950
Mr. Kennedy refused to attend an interfaith meeting
upon the advice of his ecclesiastical superiors, but
in 1960 he proclaims that he will not be dictated to
by any pressure group. In 1956 he sought the vice
Presidéhtisl nomination contending that he could de-
liver the Catholic vote, and in 196N he accuses the
public press of being one of the key factors in stir-
ring up the religious issue. All of this makes
senge in @ political career but it does not clarify
the prognoeis of the "religious issue."”

On the one hand Kennedy eays that he believes in
sejmration of church and state according to the Amer-
ican Constitution, that he doee not favor an Armbassa-

dor to the Vatican, that 1ic tax aid to tarochisl
echools ia unconstitutional, that a public official

taking orders from the Vatican should he impeached.
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On tbe other band his church tells him that he
1s subject to the church, the hisrerchy, that his re-
1igious effiliation involves not only his private
11fe but his public life, and that his church has the
right to “guide, direct and correct” tha faithful.

It 1e clear that the Roman Catholic Chuych is
pot wvilling to sacrifice its historic pomitions in
order to pisce oune of ite adherents 1n the White
House, It ie not yet clear t0 what extant Mr, Ksnne-
dy will "presc¢ind” the teachings and directives of
his church in ordar to be & FPresident of all the
Ampsrican people.

In the light of all this, vhich horn of the 4i-
lemma shall the American voter gresp, if Mr. Kennedy
ehould securs his party's nominstion to the Presi-
dency, and in view of the bteeic principle that no re-
ligicus tests shall be made for public office in the
United Statest It wap to this problem that the
Southern Baptist Convention addressed itself in the
resolution approved at its weeting at Mieami Beach.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ISSUE RAISED BY FRIENDS
IN OF

Iaportant questions regarding erceion of basic
freedoms of the American Bill of Rights are involved
in the recent disminsal of & young Friend from & Sen-
ate cloakroom Job, accomding to letters addressed to
every member of the United States Senate apd to
Friends Meetings throughout the country by Friends
Meeting of Washington,

The letter cited the following facta:

“On May 3, William R, Martin, s 21-yeer old
George Washington Univereity etudeot and megber of
Friends Meeting of Waghington wves dropped from his
Job ss Assistant to the Secretiary of the Semmte Mi-
nority (Bepublican). The occmsion of his dismissel
vas publicity regarding his signing, as <bairmsn of
the Washington Young Friends, s letter wvhich was sent
to more than 22,000 high school students in the Wash-
ington sree, inforwming them of the slternatives open
w0 them under the Selective Service Act, and giving
some diecussion of the conscientious objector posi-
tiono.

A report of this letter in the Washington
papers included no mention of Willlam Martin's em-
ployment in the Senate cloakroom, Nevertheless, he
vas asked to reelgn. This ection vap taken by the
Senate Minority Personnel Committee without giving
Martin s hearing and without having seen s copy of
the letter he signed. Martin refused on principle to
resign and vas dismipsed. He was told he could hold
hig own viewe but, as an employee of the Senate, he
shoald not advocate them in thie public way.

‘Efforts to have William Martin reinstated,
involving calls on come 20 Republicen Semators by
representatives of the Friends Committee on Mational
legislation and the Women's Internetional League
for Peace and Freedom, have not been successful.

The issues vhich Washington Friendes say this in-

¢ident poses for the entire Senate snd for ell citi-
zens include:
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(1) Whether the wer systes 1e sc entrenched in
Amsrican life that its basic sssumptions and opere-
ticos are above chellengs, criticiem and review?
8ince vhan has opposition to mill conscription
become reprebensiblet Aas early as Daniel Wedb-
ster made an impuesionsd epsech againgt $t. In 19M1,

the Selective Servios Act was retained vith a margin
of only 1 vote in the Houss of Representatives,

{2) Whather our democracy is so freil it cammot
permit freedom of expression or dissent by ordimary
enployees of the government? Do ¢itizens not hawe
the right to confront other citizens about the issues
of var, survivel and religious conviction?

(3) Whether fyeedom of religion in the United
States 1s to be limited t0 merely holding beliefes and
not expressing them in public? Has the doctrine of
ssparetion of church and stats gone so far in this
country -~ a8 it has vith the Commumists ~- ks t0 re-
Quire that expression of the implications of religion
in social and politicel life be discouraged?

PROFOSED PAROCHIAL SCHOCI. AID AMENDMENT

Fedarul «id for parochial school construction
vas ruled "not geymane” and thus temporerily side-
trecked during dsbate in the House of Representatives
on the Thompson Bucation Bill.

Gon%nlmn, both Roman Catholice, Clement
J. Zablockd (D., Wis.) and Rommpn C. Pucinski (D.,
I11.), sancuncad that they would propose amenidments
to the Education Bill to authorize Federal loans to
privete schools as & means of aiding these schools.
Only the PucingkX]l amendment reached the floor.

Pucinski proposed that an additional amount of
15 per cent of the grunts to public schoole be made
availadble as long-term, low-interest loans for pri-
vate schools, the Progrem to be administered by the
Commissioner of Blucation of the Department of
Health, Plucation and Welfure, rather than through
the State Departments of Bducation, His reason for
the 15 per cent figure was that 15 per cent of the
Rationts echool pupils are in parochisl schoole.

During & debate Pucineki showed to members of
the Aouse a collection of pictures of the Our lady of
Angels parochial school fire in Chicago in 1958
which claimed the lives of 87 pupils. He said that
et the time of the fire he determined that 1f he ever
got to Congress he would fight for Fedarsl aid to
perochial echools in order to ensble them to build
sdequate and fireproof bulldings.

Pucineld and the others proposing loans for pa-
rochiel echools emde it clear that they oconceiwved of
such measures &s substantial “aid" and that such
loans wvould be more than mere business transactions
with the Goverrment. IS

When the amendment vas offered it vas referred
to the Parliamentarisn, who ruled that it was "not
germane” to the purpqeee of the bill under considers-
tion. He said that the question under debate was aid
to public schools and that the proposal for loans for
parochisl schools vas for aid to private schodle.
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This was the second serious attempt to secure
Congressionsl suthorisstion for Felersl aid for mro-
chial school comstyuction this year. Barlier a.eimi-
1ar propoeal by Sen. Wayne Morse (D., Ore.) was de-
fested in the Senate by s narrow margip vhich could
bave been changed by eeven votes. Just what the out-
come in the House would have besp if & vote had been
allowed ie unkmown.

Since aid to parochial schools was successfully
defeated in doth Houses, it is wnlikely that this
feature vill be added to the version that comes out
of the conference committee, vhich compromises the
Senste and House bills.

Although the probability 1s that the issue of
eid to parochial schools is dsad for the remsinier of
this session of Congress, the issue remmine very much
alive, and coatinucus and strong efforts will be made
in the future to secure euch sid.

SENATOR CLARE BOLDLY FROFPOSES FRDERAL AID
A3 ON GHER EDUCATION FIRMNCING

The United States must work out & method vhereby
Federsl funis can be mde available to privete inati-
tutions of higher edncation, or else be satisfied
vith.a second-class educationml system, according to
Sen. Joseph 3. Clark (D., Fs.).

‘Speaking before the 1Tth American Assembly held
et Arden House, Harriman, N. Y., Clark told s cross
section of educators, businessmgn, 1abor leaders, and
public afficisls that the question of «id to private
schools nov ie "how much, how, to vhom and vhat for."”
Admitting that he did not have the answers yet, he
exphasized that effortes are being mads to find solu-
tions to this problem.

Clark said that he hoped a bridgs had been duilt
over the river of doubt about the necessity of Feder-
af aid to higher education. He then stated that
bridges could also be built over the rivers of doudt
about the questions of aid to private schools.

Clark's speech ves inserted in the May 10, 1960
Congressional Record by Rep. John Bredemma (D., Ind.)
vho highly commended it to Membere of Congress. He
said that Clark's address wvas "one of the most valu-
able discuesions of this problem I have ever heard.”

.

Report From The Capital

Although not Teising the issue of separetion of
church and stats directly Clark strongly implied
that thie vae tha problea in giving additiopal PFeder-
al ¢1d %o higher sducation, He used Femnsylvenis as
an illustretion and pointed out that out of 109
institutions of higher sdumation 91 were mrivete
schools ovmed by Baptists, Methodiets, Lutherens,
Catholice, Quakere, and by nonsectarian groupe.

Agserting that "we will need to triple the en.
nual lavel of expsnditures for operwtions (in high-
or sducstion) during the next decade,” Clark ssked
"where Are we going to gat the money?” His answer
for the college admifiigtrutors vas, "We are golng o
have to gat the money ve need from wimrever we can
lay our hands om 1t."

Clark said that all of the sources of funds
for higher education vere insdequats to 40 the Job
that needs to ba done in this country and that
the Federel GCovermment was the only source resmin.
ing. He debunked the “anti-Govermment fimation” of
wany PeoPla in the nation and brunded 1t "the new
amarchy.”

In wvorking out the problem of now Federal funds
could be mmde available to privates institutions
Clark proposed the organization of “an ad hoc commit.
tee of leading educators and other citisens who are
convingeed of the need for Federal aid so that, vhen
they meet, they need not argue whether, but only
how."

In addition, be proposed that Federel aild
ehould not be only to specisl projects, research,
sclence, or defense-related subjects. “It should
go to the heart of the university,” hs said, "not
Just to i1ts periphary....Assuredly mn does not live
by breed alone."”

Baptists are vorking on this same probles and
are trying to learn hov to provide first-class educs-
tional inestitutions and et the same time maintain the
principle of sepmration of church and state. The
Baptist Joint Committse on Public Affeire has been
requested by its annual religious liberty conference
to provide a conference as soon e&e possible on the
sBubject of "Baptists mnd Higher Education.” The
problems posed by Clark will no doubt be faced
sqoarely vhen sich a conference takes place,
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